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Stainless 


Mest me finest value dollar for dollar in 
firearms todoy-Tounis tiandguns, The/ve 
earned on enviable International reputa¬ 
tion for superb quality at an affordable 
price slrtce ttieir Introducllon in 1939, 
meeting me highest standards of accu¬ 
racy, dependablilty and safety. 

A Tauius is an Ideal choice if you're a 
first-time handgun buyer and perfect for 
me experienced shooter. 

Shooting a Tourus hoiKlgun gives you 


me opportunity to use a product mat has 
been built from high-quality materials 
to me latest design specifications. Note 
me beautiful finish In blue, satin nickel, 
or stainless steel and the handsome 
Brazilian walnut grip mat fits snugly in 
your hand. 

Taurus offers a comprehensive selec¬ 
tion of styles and calibers- .22 LR., .32 
Long, .38 Special, .357 Magnum, 9 MM 
and 380. 
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Intmational standards of 
craftsmanship and retiabitity. 

TAURUS INTERNATIONAL 
4563 S.W. 71st Avenue 
Miami, FL 33155 


EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME 
REPAIR POLICY 


Taurus will repair your Taurus 
handgun free of charge for the 
lifetime of the weapon. No other 
handgun manufacturer makes this 
offer! See your dealer and ask to 
see the top-value Taurus line. 
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MAKE ’EM PAY 


Ultimate Revenge Techniques 
from the Master Trickster 

He’s back! The master trickster George Hayduke, the meanest man in the world and the 
author of the infamous Get Even, brings you his latest collection of dirty tricks, schemes, 
scams and stunts that will have you rolling in laughter and your enemies grovelling at your 
feet and pleading for mercy. No individual, company or organization is spared. Want to get 
back at your landlord, boss, ex-sweetheart, favorite politician, a pushy salesman, do-good 
organization, utility, restaurant, newspaper or supermarket? With over 130 nasty tricks to 
pick from, many culled from veteran tricksters coast-to-coast, you’ll have no trouble evening 
the score with the help of such creative aids as dolls, graves, roadkill, bumper stickers, 
various chemicals, computers, graffiti and junk mail. Offered in the spirit of good clean fun, 
Make ’em Pay is for entertainment purposes only! 5 V 2 x SV 2 , hardcover, 224 pp. $14.95 



UP YOURSl 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales- 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yourtl and 
start getting even today! SVi x 8V^. 
hardcover. 220 pp. S14,95 


SURVIVAL/FIGHTINC KNIVES 

by Leroy Thompson 

From the combat-tested, slash-and-thrust blade to the 
no-nonsense, general-purpose survival knife, Survival/ 
Fighting Knives shows you which type of blade best suits 
your needs. Having taught hand-to-hand knife combat to 
various special operations units, author Leroy Thompson 
tells you which knives perform well when you really need 
them. Survival/Fighting Knives covers utility blades, 
hollow-handled survival knives (both commercial and cus¬ 
tom), survival knives and mini-survival kits, folders, combat 
and street-fighting knives, and knife specifications. 8'A x 
11, softcover, 78 photos, appendix, 104 pp. $14.00 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world’s most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment, emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills, pediatrics, 
obstetrics, orthopedics, emergency 
dental treatment and more. 4% x 7, 
softcover, illus.. weatherproof cover. 
400 pp. $14.95 



NINIA MIND CONTROL 

by Ashida Kim 

Achieve mastery over your own 
mind and possess the key that un¬ 
locks the secrets of the cosmos. Kim 
reveals the meditation, breathing 
and ku/i-k/ri exercises that enable 
you to cultivate and direct your chi— 
and tune into the minds of others. 
Control the outcome of every en¬ 
counter through mind reading, 
suggestion and sleight-of-hand 
fighting techniques. 5’A x B'h, soft- 
cover. 71 photos. 152 pp. $10.00 
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U.S. CUSTOMS 

UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 
"‘LOOKOUr’ MANUAL 
U.S. Customs reveals all the offbeat 
weapons its officers have intercept¬ 
ed from smugglers over the years. 
Almost 40 easily concealed and easi - 
ly overlooked weapons are de¬ 
scribed and diagrammed, such 
creative yet destructive devices as 
the car-door shotgun, flashlight 
bomb, and key chain .gun. 81^ x 11. 
softcover. illus., 24 pp. $6.00 
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TOMIK) AIKIDO 
8ook One: Randori 

by Dr. Lee Ah Loi 
Combine sport with traditional kata 
in this unique and rewarding form of 
aikido. With Randori training, ac¬ 
quire the flexibility of mind and body 
to cope with any situation—not just 
those arising in kata.Thisinnovalive 
style incorporates striking with twist¬ 
ing the joints, breakfalis, balance 
breaking, knife tactics and more. 7 x 
814, softcover, photos, 88 pp. $12.00 


NIGHT 

FIGHTER’S 

HANDBOOK 


NIGHT FIGHTER’S HANDBOOK 

by Major Dennis A Popp 
Under cover of darkness, the night 
fighter stalks then strikes at his un¬ 
wary enemy. Familiarity with the 
night is the key to combat victory. To 
train U.S. light infantry, Popp de¬ 
scribes physical and psychological 
factors; night movement; signaling; 
navigation; target detection and en¬ 
gagement; illumination; night vision 
devices; training;and more. 814 x 11, 
softcover. illus., 72 pp. $10.00 


RANGER HANDBOOK 

Rangers; the name has struck fear in the hearts of Ameri¬ 
ca's foes. From Rodger’s Rangers in the French and 
Indian War to the heroic Rangers at Normandy* to the 
Rangers in Korea, their tradition of bravery and endur¬ 
ance is unmatched. Compiled by the Ranger Depart¬ 
ment this handbook draws upon the bloody lessons of 
special operations combat to bring info on demolitions, 
first aid, boobytraps, rappelling, communications, and 
30 other crucial topics. 4'4 x 6, softcover, illus., 213 op. 

$ 8.00 
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NO SECOND CHANCE! 

Disarming the Armed Assailant 

by Bradley J, Steiner 
You’re staring down the barrel of a 
gun and you’re unarmed. You have 
only a second to wrest control and 
keep it—because there won’t be a 
second chance. Steiner profiles the 
assailants and lethal weapons you 
could face and graphically demon¬ 
strates the instant, ruthless action 
that will save your life. 514x 814.soft- 
cover, 135 photos, 176 pp. $12.00 


ASSAULT PISTOLS^ RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

by Duncan Long 

Modern military, police and civilian combat weapons— 
both foreign and domestic—are detailed in this guide to 
assault rifles, submachine guns and the new ’’assault 
pistols.” Practical info on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, 
weapon specifications, andthe ballistics for which they are 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental firearms and trends in small arms are in¬ 
cluded. as are troubleshooting procedures, ballistic tables 
for common rounds, and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors. 814 x 11. hardcover, photos, 
illus., appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 


THE 

CRIMSON WEB 
OF TERROR 



THE CRIMSON WEB OF TERROR 

by Robert D. Chapman 
This timely work, by the 27-year CIA 
veteran who is responsible for 
developing many of the counterter¬ 
rorism programs In operation today, 
guides you through the secret world 
of terrorist groups such as the PLO, 
Red Brigades, IRA. and others. Be¬ 
come more alert to signs of terrorism 
with this practical study by one of 
the only true authorities on counter¬ 
terrorism. 5V4 X 814, hardcover, 
170 pp. $14.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
vou with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book." this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8Vi x 11, softcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


A SPECIAL 

SUMMER DISCOUNT 

Use the ''Special Summer Discount'' box on 
the order form and deduct 10% from any 
order of $40.00 or more! It is our way of say¬ 
ing, "Have a good summer!" ORDER NOW to 
take advantage of this opportunity. Offer 
ends September 1, 1986. (Available to retail 
customers only.) 
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Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919.Send$1 ■ 
for latest PAUDIN CATALOG. Catalog M 
free with order. ^ 


Please send me the following titles: 


Payment: 
Card No. . 


□ Check or Money Order, 


□ VISA, □ MasterCard. 
-Fxp- 


-SUBTOTAL _ _ 

Special 5 l‘»b er Discount. 
Deduct om any 
order oVej . NO 
" EXCEPTION„ 

- Please include 
$3.00 postage 
. and handling 


B 

6 

T 


. TOTAL . 


AUGUST 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUM fi 



































































COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


W HY did we wait so long to deal 
with Khadaffi? Were we afraid 
of reprisal? Did we think military 
action wouldn't work? Were we 
afraid everybody would hate us? It's 
simpler than that. We thought Kha¬ 
daffi would eventually become 
reasonable. 

One of the holes in liberal think¬ 
ing is that you can change people 
by changing environment. If we 
would just wait and let moderate 
Arab neighbors and oil money sof¬ 
ten Khadaffi, Libya would Join the 
community of nations and we 
would have no problems. 

Well, that didn't happen. Oil 
gave Khadaffi money which gave 
him power which hardened him in 
his ways. With new 
conviction and more 
money Libya began in¬ 
vading, subverting and 
radicalizing its neigh¬ 
bors. The new, im¬ 
proved Khadaffi was 
much worse than the 
original model. 

Before money and 
power corrupted Kha¬ 
daffi absolutely, he 
had looked like an 
Arab nationalist. 

When the transforma¬ 
tion was complete, we had a Third 
World hoodlum with the backing of 
a rich oil-based economy, and no 
constraints of ordinary civilized be¬ 
havior. His method of operation 
was the breaking of conventions 
and treaties. He has been success¬ 
ful only because his strategy and 
tactics so violate conventional de¬ 
cency and diplomacy that his ac¬ 
tions are incredible. 

In these latest conflicts, Khadaffi 
wanted to confiscate recognized 
international waters in a restricted 
sea, for idiosyncratic national de¬ 
fense purposes. Thwarted in his 
illegal and impractical plot, he 
took revenge by clandestine means 
on private citizens. Violence was 


our only possible response. 

Before anyone thinks I'm over¬ 
reacting, let me say that such rela- 
tively small transgressions would 
be poor reason for acts tantamount 
to war. Hostility in the Gulf of Sidra 
and the disco bombing were essen¬ 
tially excuses for what we would 
have done anyway. And we should 
have started dropping bombs be¬ 
fore this. 

When we crossed Khadaffi's im¬ 
aginary line across the Mediterra¬ 
nean — recognized only by Burkina 
Faso — the time for talk had passed 
some years before. Negotiation 
only works when each side appreci¬ 
ates at least some of the other's 
problems, and when both sides 
aren't often deliber¬ 
ately lying. Neither of 
those conditions ex¬ 
isted in Libya's rela¬ 
tionship with the civil¬ 
ized world. 

Unfortunately, we 
weren't given an 
appropriate excuse to 
intervene — or con¬ 
venient logistical 
opportunity — when 
Khadaffi interfered in 
the Sudan, Burkina 
Faso and Chad. And 
the Soviets seem to have given 
Khadaffi clear instruction to stay 
out of the Mediterranean. (They 
knew he couldn't compete, they 
hadn't given him the hardware to 
challenge us and they had their own 
hand to play.) 

But someday the madman would 
give us our excuse. We had the abil¬ 
ity; all we needed was the occasion. 

Once the trap was set, it was just 
a matter of time. Khadaffi would 
step over our "Mine of death" pre¬ 
cisely because he's not reasonable. 
He can't see the logic of the actions 
of others, while they can easily pre¬ 
dict what he will do. It's good to 
know that just being civilized can 
give you the edge. ^ 
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T he TRIPOLI 
HILLBILLIES... 

Sirs: 

The recent military 
actions between the 
U.S. and Libya have 
prompted some of our 
soldiers to indulge their 
literary wit. Though I 
can’t take credit for any 
of its composition, 1 
hope you find it 
amusing. We mean no 
offense to anybody... 
except Muammar and 
his buddies. 

Come listen to a story 
about a man named 
Achmed 

Lazy, filthy raghead, 
barely kept his family 
fed 

Then one day while 
shootin’ at some Jews, 
Up from the rocks 
popped a slug named 
Mu.., 

Khadaffy, that is, 
Muammar, 

Dirty dog. 

Well, the first thing 
you know, our fleet’s 
over there 
Kin rags say, “Let’s 
shoot ’em from the air!” 

But Ron says, “The 
Gulf of Sidra is the 
place we wanna be.” 

So they took off from 
the fleet and they flew 
to Tripoli... 

Libya, that is. 

Mu’s navy, 

SAM sites. 

Nothing left. 

The Tripoli Hillbillies! 
Ranse Clark 
Berlin, Germany 


C ycling to 

BATTLE... 

Sirs: 

While operating the 
KTM FRV, do you have 
to grit your teeth so 
much? This doesn’t 
seem right. Anyone who 
rides motorcycles knows 
to keep his mouth 
closed, due to insects, 
etc. 

Thomas 

Honicker 

Clearwater, 

Florida 






I RA MARXIST 
SUBVERSIVES,., 

Sirs: 

“Undercover in Northern Ireland,” (SOF, 
February ’86) was excellent. But many of your 
readers seem to know nothing about the situation in 
Northern Ireland. I lived in County Tyrone for 22 
years until this year. The IFIA are really Marxist 
subversives and there is hard evidence of their links 
with the PLO and ComBloc nations. 

So all you Irish Americans who want to “liberate 
Ireland from Protestants and the British,” watch out 
because the Soviets would love to take their place 
in Ireland. 

R. Kennedy 
Louisville, Kentucky 



O pposing political 

VIEWPOINTS... 

Sirs: 

Over the years I have been 
pleased with the technical excellence 
and general content of SOF, but 
why are you so quick to take a 
position, without fully presenting 
both sides or the root cause of an 
issue? 

Since 1948, Israel has seen its 
borders bulge and expand far 
beyond the original bounds which 
established it as a state. Who now 
speaks out on this expansionism? 

Not SOF. The main issue is still the 
Palestinian problem. Where are they 
to go since they were expelled from 
their homeland of over 2,000 years? 
Without a Palestinian homeland of 
their own, there will never be peace 
in the Middle East. I am looking 
forward to some more objective 
SOF reporting on Middle East 
activities. An equitable and lasting 
peace there won’t reduce your 
circulation. 

Jon M. Ament 
Glendale, California 

The support which SOF provides 
Israel is self-defeating. Israel is the 
greatest thing that has happened to 
Arab nationalism since Mohammed. 
Israel is unintentionally helping to 
create a united, militarized Arab 
force which will threaten Europe 
much as it did for centuries past. 
Michael J. Crawford 
Roswell, Georgia 

I am writing to express displeasure 
with your ad in the April 1986 issue 
of SOF. On page 8 it begins with “if • 
you are a conservative minded 
citizen...” one should subscribe. I 
am not a particularly conservative 
minded citizen, except perhaps on 
defense. So what does conservatisim 
have to do with being interested in 
the military? 1 consider myself a 
liberal of sorts, 1 have served with 
pride in the U.S. Army, and I have 
great interest in military matters. 

Does your ad mean that liberals are 
not interested in the military? That 
you do not want liberals to subscribe 
to your magazine? Maybe someone 
else will take my money. 

R.J. Vattuone 
San Diego, California 

The ad was not meant to say that 
only conservatives can beneht from 
SOF. For 10 years we have worked 
to provide the clearest picture 
possible of wars against oppression 
around the world. We believe that 
sort of reporting is useful to people 
of all political persuasions. 
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MILITARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wooi. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army Marines, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U.S. and British 
specifications. Sizes 34.to 46. 

The Original — Made in England. 

Only $49.95 ppd. 

Sizes 48 & 50 $52.95 

WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 

Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 

WP- 216 , Derby Tweed $49.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY FULLY® 

Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 

Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $49.95 ppd. 

Select from these styles & colors: 

CREW NECK SIZES 

Wp.110, Olivv OrMn, USMC approved 5/77 


COMMANDO |UMP SHEATH 


ITM 
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WP.190. Peat Brown. US Fish & Wildlife Service 
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Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
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TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $38.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $32.95 ppd. 


32'5D 

34*46 

32*50 


Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools. Internally lined with 
flexible plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not incl. 
Select for 5", 8 ", 12" and 18" blades. 

Colors: (l)Camouftage, (3)Black. 

CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5” $9.95 
CJS 8 ( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8 ” $10.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 12” $12.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18” $14.95 
ALC-150, 2 ALICE Attaching Clips 4-pack $2.95 

WORLDWDE SURVIVAL TOOL 

The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for ail 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12”. $9.95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND m 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro® doublebck 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger V 4 " mark for correct size. 

CB21 , Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1 , Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around the neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: x 73 / 4 ". 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82,TrekSaf $ 12.95 ppd. 


Postpaid Shipping 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 


Card #. 
Name ^ 


Address. 
City_ 


Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— 

266 Roswell Street (60H), Marietta GA 30060 State 

® Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Cali [404] 428-1234 


, Expires:, 


Money Back Guarantee 






















|VISA/M.C./Am.Ex. TOLL FREE-24 hts: 800-222-3119sag 

oSffM? mcS eUN SASStMBLtPl^ 

^-^^^^ORIGINAL Jivaro Blowgun! 



copies! Worlds finest , - ^ 

most popular since 1968 —Millions! ic. 
soldi DonTbe fooled by 
higher prices! Wny 

pay more ? o) 


..r killed' 

wlth^ polion. Q 
i^FREE poison dart info^ 
Vrith ALL ORDERS! 

ills varmints, i 


M 

IrAZORBACK 
IBROADHEADS 

SILENT,POWERFUL,ACCURATE,hits like bullet! 
jpests.Target, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound friends! Compressed ^ 
Ibreath gives amazing power! Pierces Vi" plywood! Rugged .38 cal. o 

laluminum, 135 steel darts, carry case, instructions.J;Pig£ejmodels: g 
*^2 ft. Indoor Mini-gun (not for hunting:) 20 ft. range $9.97; 41/2'ft. 
Compact,220'range $11.97!5%'Popular,300'$12.97!%'Magnum 350'« 
$13.97! 8'Super-Mag(2-pc.) 450' $22.97! Add $3.00! for above Take- z 
Down Camo models! Extra darts $3.50/100! $$.95/^06! $14/500! $26/M! t 
l^onuriju v 1 - 

targetsicarry l___ ,,_, ^ _ _ 

freebies!Buy 4 SAME-l-lldd-l-Mini-gun!$51 free!Buy 5 SAME-l-1300-F o 
free '7th gun!$65 fr'ee!Buy 6 SAME-l-1600!fr'ee 8th ■ 

30-day moneyback if not 


gun! Add$2.75post- g 
delighted! If broKen g 


ace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS,INC.Box 25183-S, 


Salt Lake City, UT 84125. Cash.check.Visa.M/C.Buy 17 / 5 V 2 ' $147 PPd!« 



It’s dark, the enemy is near. 
You need to spot him before he 
spots you. You have a Steiner 
7x50 Commander with built In 
compass and rangefinder; the 
world’s brightest and most 
advanced military binocular. 
You spot him, determine his 
direction and range him in. 
Mission accomplished. Time to 
move on! 


Built-in compass and 
mil. scale show direction 
and distance of your target. 

Pioneer Marketing & Research 
216 Haddon Ave. 
Westmont. NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 
TWX: 710-943-1341 Pioneer 


Steiner 7x50 Commander; 
ideal for all artillery and field applica¬ 
tions. Also available: 7x50G Miiitary- 
Marine without compass, lOxSOG 
Military-Marine for high power bright¬ 
ness, 6x30G and 8x30G compact mil¬ 
itary binoculars. Steiner is used by 
more than 40 military forces worldwide 
and meets all NATO and U.S. mil. 

specs. 


Inc. 


STEINER 

BINOCUIARS 


I get a kick out of your publication 
which I buy whenever the bookstore 
here in Mexico stocks it. Regarding 
El Salvador, the guy you should be 
backing is Major Bobby D’Aubuisson 
and his party ARENA, not the thug 
Joe Duarte and his proto-socialist 
Christian Democrats who are neither 
Christian nor democratic. His 
sovietizations of the Salvadoran 
banks-cum-farming are in no way 
free enterprise. ARENA’S planks, on 
the other hand, are straight out of 
the 1980 GOP platform. 

R. Sepic, M.A. 

Mexico City, Mexico 

While it is true that Duarte is less 
than ideal when it comes to politics, 
he is the only real chance that El 
Salvador has when it comes to 
beating the guerrillas. Perhaps most 
importantly the U.S. Congress 
would probably cut off military aid 
to El Salvador if D'Aubuisson came 
to power. It takes more than a 
beefed-up military to beat the 
insurgents; a new economic plan 
must be put forth as well. And as it 
now stands, the restless alliance 
between the military and Duarte 
holds the promise of breaking the 
back of the communist insurgency. 


I WAS 

WHERE?... 

Sirs: 

The April ’86 I Was There (“Hot 
Nights, Hot Tempers, Hot Lead”) 
must have been a put-on. Are you 
running a lousy writing contest? I’m 
surprised the first line of this turgid, 
overblown, pompous, and 
bombastic crud wasn’t, “It was a 
dark and stormy night.. 

I’ve been a subscriber to SOF 
almost from the beginning and have 
admired the generally high level of 
writing. Even the technical articles 
have style — and are written in 
good, solid, simple English. But 
these mutilated metaphors heaped 
upon malapropism and twisted 
cliches are too much. 

Richard E. Phelps 
San Angelo, Texas 

Regarding the May ’86 I Was 
There (“Bush Busters”). The story 
smacked of bullshit. The character 
sounded like a cook who submitted 
his orgasmic Southeast Asian high 
adventure wet dream to SOF for 
publication. You guys put out the 
only magazine I read, but this 

Continued on page 146 
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STEYR AUG-SA 


The warUh mash advatwed 
auta-iaadlng ndTe _ and systmm. 



'I—LEFT HAND CONVERSION—allows left-side 2—BARREL INTERCHANGEABIUTY-^The AUG- 3—BUILT-IN OPTIC—The optical sight is built into 

ejection for left handed shooters. WARNING: Es- offers quick change ability in three barrel the carrying handle and its 1.5 magnification gives 

sential for safe operation for left shoulder use. Op- lengths. Aside from the 20' standard assembly a wide field of sight. Furthermore, it is possible to 
tional conversion kit consists of left-hand bolt other barrels are available in 16 and 24 fire with both eyes open for quicker and easier 

assembly and reversal of ejection port cover. f^ch lengths. sighting and firing. Auxiliary open sights on top can 

be used for quick rough-spotting of target. Optional 
dot or crosshair reticule available. 



4—SCOPE MOUNT RECEtVER^nother versa- 5—ADVANCE S YNTHETICS—Highly advanced 

tile feature of the AUG-SA is the ability to change synthetic materials are incorporated throughout 
receivers. The optional scope-mount receiver the AUG-SA making it light in weight (only 7.9 Ibs.J 

(shown above) extends the use of virtually any and exceedingly durable. These special components 

sighting device and quick change mounts allows not only outperform their predecessors—they of- 

changing scopes without resighting. fer long life, greater stability and easy maintenance 

of the AUG-SA. 


6—OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES—The versatility of 
the AUG-SA system is extended even further with 
the wide range of accessories available. Available 
are Sight Adjusting Tool, Blank Firing Device, 42 
Round Magazine, Bayonet. Scope Mount Rail, 
and SSG Rings for Special Receiver. 


The Steyr AUG-SA is unquestionably the most ad- 
vanced semi-automatic rifle ever assembled and is 
truly on the cutting edge of 'the new generation” of 
Steyr weaponry. In fact, the AUG-SA is so advanced 
in technology and design that it has no peer. The sim¬ 
plicity of the AUG-SA design literally offers unparal¬ 
leled accuracy, greater versatility and inter¬ 
changeability. simplicity of training and both quick 
and easy cleaning. These factors make the AUG-SA 
the best operating, highest performing auto-loading 
rifle ever developed. 

And through the use of high technology and ad- * 
vanced synthetics the AUG-SA is not only light in 
weight, hut unmatched in reliability and durability. The 


AUG-SA stock is extremely impact resistant and re¬ 
sists deformation in temperatures as high as + 10CT 
centigrade and as low as — 40° centigrade. It is also 
unaffected by harsh environmental conditions such as 
sand, mud, moisture and cold. 


For more information on all Steyr 
products and a Steyr/Mannlicher arm 
patch send S4.00 to GSI, Dept. 

Steyr, P. O. Box 129, Trussville, AL 
35179—or contact your 
nearest dealer. 
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EDWARD JABLONSKi 



YOURS 

FREE 


I.- 

membership 





• Experience the war as never before through 
400 original-source photographs and maps. 
Many never previously published! 

• Be there at Tobruk, Midway, Stalingrad, 
Normandy, the Bulge, Iwo Jima and all the 
great battles of land, sea and air. 


• Witness world leaders in public and private, 
as they decide the fate of millions. 


• Examine charts and 
diagrams of aircraft 
and armaments. See 
the big picture of 
WWU with special 
strategy maps! 




THE 

EYEWITNESS 

HISTORY 

OFTHE 4k 

ViPiUMMi 




AWCTOnSALWSTORV 




WORLD 
WAR I 

^ YEARS 


0034 Spec, ed 


1065 $17.95 


t0422 $9.95 



iATTLI 


simvivoiis 


1735 Spec. ed. 


★0471 $13.95 1024 $15.95 


1388 $18.95 





0794 $19.95 2030 $14.95 1743 $18.95 0901 $17.95 2261 $18.95 ★0752 Spec. ed. 



0596 $28.50 0992 $14.95 1040 $19.95 1032 $12.95 t1693 Spec. ed. 1685 $19.95 0240 $18.95 1750 $24.00 t4440 $12.95 2279 $18.95 
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THEU.S. 

ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


GERARD M.nE\'UN 


ARDENNES 

™*SECHETW« 


Gods 


Toland 


PoiuiebtHi 

WAR 


3269 $8.95 2006 $19.95 0950 $14.95 1776 Spec. ed. 2378 


304 pages f • $12.95 in publisher’s edition 
• FME when you join America’s #1 Military Book Qub 




THiMbkm 


Min 




SILENT 

WINGS 


SBULLOHIT 

Acnonm 


t2386 $10.95 t8219 $7.95 2048 Spec. ed. 1164 $27.95 1669 $16.95 0554 $22.50 16n $17.95 3699 $15.95 1404 $15.95 



ONCEA 

WARRIOR 


i^DAVID 

DONOVAN 




nOHTING 


CoL David Ben-A.';>ier 


PIT 

tavidBen-/4 


The Israel Deiense Forces 
Onlde toPbrUeal Pttnass 
andSeli-Delanse 



0216 $16.95 1412 $15.95 0133 $14.95 2063 $14.95 t0349 $7.99 3665 $18.95 2329 $18.95 5058 $14.95 2287 Spec. ed. 0802 S13.95 


COMA MMDOS 
ANDN NCERS 



1602 $12.95 


t0430 $9.95 


t0851 $12.95 


0513 Spec. ed. 


PLUS ANY 3 MORE BOOKS FOR 98? 

WITH MEMBERSHIP 

Here’S how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98e plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK and FREE 
WWII MAPS—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once accepted, if you 
are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them vinthin 10 days at our 

expense. Vbur membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and .* 

FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. ^ I 

Huge selection; As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a treman- 
dous variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustra¬ 
tions and maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30Mi off publishers' 
hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club magazine 
describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive offers of 
special Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the featured Selection(s). do 
nothing—shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate this on 
the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less 
than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you may return It at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign anytime after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership 
for as long as you like. 


nUilita: 


tSoft cover * EiptIcK tu, vioience and/or language. 

-1 



ry Book Qub® 

Dept. BS-233, Gaiden City, NY 11535 

Yes. please accept my membership application and send me the 3 books 
marked in the boxes below plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WWI! MAPS. Bill 
me only 98c plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to the Club 
plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more books 
at regular low Club prices anytime I want during the next 2years. 

No-rlsk guarantee; If not deliahted after examining my 3 selections, I 
may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will 
be cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep mv 
FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS. 


TWO 
FULL-COLOR 
24y2''x19" 
WWII MAPS 

FREE 

with membership 


|fREE book #0877 



1 

Note: If you already own A Pictorial History of the Worfd Vfyrll Years, please 
choose another title for your FREE BOOK. 

Mrs. 

Ms. 

Address 

(please print) 

Ant. No. 

City 


State 

Zip 


Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ list prices quoted above. 


If under 18, parent must sign., 

L Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only, Canadian members serviced ■ 
from^adawhei^ffe^slightlydifferent. 70-M042 I 
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¥ IBYAN 
Lf SHAKEUP... 

There was a shakeup 
going on in Tripoli 
before U.S. bombs 
started falling in April, 
but it got lost in the 
dusty shuffle. On 2 
March, Khadaffi 
announced a 
little-noticed 
reorganization of his 
government Eleven 
ministries, known in 
Libya as secretariats, 
were disbanded, 
including those 
concerning oil, justice, 
social security and 
agriculture. And one 
SOF source in Libya 
reported that Libya’s 
Central Bank also is 
undergoing 
reorganization. 

In the process of 
change, much power 
has fallen into the hands 
of Libya’s number-two 
leader, Major Abdul 
Salem Jalloud, the 
Marxist boy-wonder of 
Khadaffi’s Green 
Revolution. For 
instance, the security 
police no longer will 
report to the justice 
minister, but directly to 
Jalloud. 

Jalloud, 42, has been 
a major since 1969. He 
played a large part in 
building Libya’s close 
ties with the Soviets in 
1974, the same year he 
engineered a $16 billion 
arms deal with the 
Kremlin. Most recently 
he has threatened to 
provide the Soviets with 
permanent military 
bases in North Africa. 

Khadaffi’s choice of 
Jalloud to head Libya’s 
security forces has paid 
off already. In the 
aftermath of the 14 
April bombing ordered 
by President Reagan, 
SOF sources say Jalloud 
led the security forces 
and Revolutionary 
Guards that crushed 
several anti-Khadaffi 
revolts within the Libyan 
army. 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 




F OX IN A 

HENHOUSE?... 

Amusement turned to concern when SOF learned 
that Interpol officials are seriously considering a 
request by the Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact 
nations to join the international police agency. The 
ostensible reason for joining is to help Western allies 
fight the battle against drug traffickers. But given the 
evidence of the involvement of communist 
governments in drug smuggling — particularly 
Nicaragua — and the access to sensitive terrorism 
intelligence Interpol membership would allow, we 
think the Soviets’ request should be met with 
skepticism if not outright laughter. 

But some Interpol leaders apparently have bought 
Ivan’s story. Raymond Kendall, a former Scotland 
Yard police chief who is secretary general of 
Interpol, says “it seems inevitable to me that Russia 
will join, possibly next year. Any country which 
becomes a transit country for international drug 
trafficking automatically ends up with its own drug 
problem. You will always get local consumption.” 

He cited Bulgaria as an example of that problem 
because of overland smuggling routes through 
Turkey. 

Western intelligence sources indicate Kendall’s 
thesis is only partially correct. Turkish drug rings do 
transit through Bulgaria, but with the official 
sponsorship and protection of Kintex, Bulgaria’s 
state trading monopoly. The proceeds from this 
arrangement are used to finance international 
terrorist operations, including those of the 
Marxist-led Turkish People’s Liberation Army 
(TPLA). 

So why, if the Soviet Union has spumed 
membership in Interpol since the 1920s, do Kremlin 
leaders suddenly want in? The answer — to obtain 
sensitive intel on drug trafficking and terrorism to 
make their own such operations more efficient — 
seems only too obvious. 


M ercs in 

SRI LANKA... 

Our man in Sri Lanka reports the 
presence of several Rhodesian vets 
in that embattled island nation off 
the tip of India. Helicopter pilots 
who flew in Rhodesia, at least one 
former SAS noncom and one former 
member of the Special Branch have 
worked for several months as 
government military trainers in Sri 
Lanka. They were hired through a 
British company on a contract basis. 
Do not write SOF for details 
because recruiting mercenaries is 
illegal in the United States. 


R eunions, 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

A reunion has been scheduled for 
veterans of the 91st Bomb Group 
(H), “Wray’s Ragged Irregulars,” 
and members of supporting 
units, who were assigned to Station 
121 at Bassingboum, England, from 
September 1942 until July 1945, 

The reunion is set for 10-14 
September 1986, in Tampa, Ra. 
For more details, write or c^: 
George W. Parks, 109 Wilshire 
Blvd., Vallejo, CA 94591, phone 
(707) 642-6392. 

Veterans of the 11th Armored 
Cavalry are holding a reunion at 
the Rodeway Inn Convention 
Center in Arlington, Texas, on 
5-7 September 1986. For more 
details write: “Command Track,” 
c/o Ollie W. Pickral, 1602 Lorrie 
Drive, Richardson, TX 75080. 

Paratroopers, listen up! The 
International Association of 
Airborne Veterans (lAAV) is 
organizing a friendship jump tour 
of Taiwan. It is set for November 
1986. Participants will jump from a 
C-119 “Rying Boxcar” and then be 
awarded Republic of China jump 
wings and a certificate. To receive 
more information, send a stamped, 
self-addressed long envelope to: 
Director, lAAV, Suite 181, 606 
W. Barry St., Chicago, IL 
60657. 

The annual reunion of the 95th 
Bomb Group (H) Association is 
set for 2-6 September 1986, in 
Valley Forge, Pa. For more details, 
write: Ellis B. Scripture, 1277 
Wiltshire Rd., York, PA 17403. 

The 44th Heritage Memorial 
Group, composed of all direct and 
support personnel assigned to the 
66th, 67th, 68th or 506th bomb 
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Proudly Presenting,,, 

TksViEmMlUl GoiIMEHlIRmVETHOMFSON 


The first, firings collector longarm ever issued to honor 
the A mericans who fought for freedom in Vietnam, 



near any burden^ 

Meet any hardship. 

Support any friend, 

Oppose any enemy.. 

JFK, 1961 

L ike their fathers and older brothers who served at 
the Bulge, Okinawa and Pusan, our Vietnam 
Veterans served our nation for the same principles 
of "duty, honor, country" that have always guided our 
American fighting men in combat. 

And, like many dedicated Americans, the Thompson 
served proudly in aU three wars. In fact, many Vietnam 
Veterans report that the Thompson was more highly 
sought after than any other weapon, due to its reliability 
under Jtmgle conditions and the stopping power of the 
.45 ammo it fired—two characteristics found lacking in 
certain other military-issued weapons. 

Now,The American Historic^ Foundation is proud 
to honor our Vietnam Veterans through the issuance 
of the Vietnam War Commemorative Thompson. 

Limited Edition Of Only 1500 


Your finger curls around the 24-karat gold plated 
as your left hand and right arm grasp the Ameri¬ 
can walnut stocks —original G.l. production — hand 
finished with seven coats of hand-rubbed lacquer and 
polished to a gleaming presentation grade. 

The stocks show off the 24-karat gold plated sling 
swivels, swivel mounts and screws whi^ affix the black 
leather military sling. 

'Vbu cradle the precision-milled receiver, which is 
highly polished to highlight the roll-engraved and gold- 
gilt infilled commemorative inscriptions. The presenta¬ 
tion side bears our Flag, the Vietnam- Service Medal, 
the famous Thompson 'huUet" trademark and quota¬ 
tions from both Presidents Kennedy and Reagan. The 
reverse bears the special serial number, the issuing 
organization and the Thompson patents. 

The shoulder stock is fitted with two, full-color, fired- 
enamel cloisoime medallions, bearing a gold plated 
inscription in black — symbolic of the Vietnam War 
Memorial—surrounding a circularized yellow and red 
flag of the Republic of Vietnam. The pistol grip is fitted 
with a matching medallion emboss^ with Ae Great 
Seal of the United States and commemorative tributes. 


solid brass locks, is also available to show and protect 
your investment. 

How to Reserve: Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Available exclusively from The American Historical 
Foundation, you ma>' use the reservation form below 
or call toll free. Your satisfaction is guaranteed, or return 
for a full refund within one month. 

With your reservation, you will be made a Member 
of the Foundation and receive expert information con¬ 
cerning the history, care and display of military arms 
and edged weapons. 

Prompt response is required if you are to be one of 
only 1500 men, museums and organizations worldwide 
who have the opportunity to own one of these extremely 
rare, firing showpieces. If the edition is sold out bdFore 
your reservation is received, your deposit will be refunded 
and your name placed on a standby list. This special 
commemorative Thompson is assured a place of honor 
in any collection, and it provides a lasting, tangible link 
between those Americans who fought for freedom in 
^^etnam and their forebears of World War II and Korea. 


Only 1500 will be made in this strictly limited 
edition commissioned by The American Historical 
Foundation and built to the Foundation's specifications 
by the official maker of the famous Thompson, Auto- 
Ordnance Corporation. Each is specially serially num¬ 
bered between 0001 and 1500, with the prefix V (for 
Vietnam). This serial number is also inscribed on the 
accompanying Certificate of Authenticity, which attests 
to the 24-l^at gold plating and the edition limit. 

The Vietnam War Commemorative Thompson is 
being produced in a semiautomatic firing version, so no 
special license is required to own one. Upon special re¬ 
quest, full automatics will also be produced and numbered 
within this edition limit for holders of Class HI Federal 
Firearms Ucenses (please add $350; non-refundable). 
Both versions have ^eady been classified as Curios and 
Relics by BATF, an acknowledgment of their collectible 
status. Firing instructions are included. 

Special Commemorative Features 

This Thompson is a real man's weapon, constructed 
of 12 pounds of steel and walnut, but hand-built with 
special commemorative features. 

You sight across the 24-karat gold plated rear sight 
base and through the special, gold plated activator knob 
with a single rib, symbolic of the DMZ that divided the 
two Vietnams. The highly polished, gun-blued barrel is 
cut with 35 deep cooling firis and mounted with a mirror- 
polished, 24-karat gold plated Cutts Compensator and 
front sight. 


This Is A Firing Thompson! 

This no-nonsense Commemorative is a fully func¬ 
tional, firing Thompson, chambered for the same famous, 
readily available, .45 ACP ammunition that G.I.s and 
American shooters have used since 1911. Because it fires 
in the semiautomatic mode, you do not need a s pecial 
submachine gun license to own it. Anyone who can 
own a standard hunting rifle can own this Thompson 
Commemorative. And because it is a firing Thompson, 
it could be called upon to defend your home and family 
in the same manner in which it has defended American 
lives and freedoms for over 65 years. If you do not have 
a firearms license, we will coordinate delivery with you 
through your local firearms dealer after your reservation 
is receivi^ at Foundation Headquarters. If you do have 
a federal license, send a signed copy, and yoiir Thompson 
will be delivered directly to you. 

Highly Collectible 

Because of the extremely small edition limits and 
their availability as semiautomatics, Thompson com- 
memoratives have become some of the most highly col¬ 
lectible firearms in recent history. Previous Thompson 
commemoratives have been quickly fully subscribed 
and now bring significantly higher prices on the col¬ 
lector market. 

A furniture-finished walnut display case, green vel¬ 
vet lined and fitted with an acrylic glass Ud and three 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
lb: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. B70 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
24'hour toll free reservations: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve the Vietnam War Commemora¬ 
tive Thompson, selecti-vely plated with 24-karat gold, 
with roll-engraved inscriptions and deluxe presentation- 
grade finish. Only 1500 will be made. I will also receive 
a Certificate of Authenticity, membership in the Foun¬ 
dation and information concerning the history, care, 
display and firing of the Thompson. 

D My deposit of S95 (or credit card authorization) is 
enclosed. Please invcnce (or charge my credit c^) 
for the balance due: 

□ in four equal payments of $300. 

□ in SIX equal payments of $200. 

□ infulL 

□ My payment in full (or credit card authorization) 
for $1295 is enclosed. 

□ Also please send the optional fumiture-Hnished 
walnut display case. Please add $225 to the final 
charge of the payment 1 have selected above. 

Name.. ...... 

Address...*. 


For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, send account number, 
expiration date and signature. Virginia residents please add tax. 










































squadrons during and since World 
War II, is having a reunion. It is set 

for 27-31 August 1986, in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. For 
more details, call or write: Bill 
Topping, 1426 Vadera Court, 
Fenton, MO 63026, phone (314) 
225-7030. 

The 720th Military Police 
Battalion Reunion Association is 

organizing a 1987 reunion for 
Vietnam vets and others who served 
in their unit Those interested should 
call or write: Joe Selovich, 1909 
35th St., Kenosha, WI 53140, 
phone (414) 654-0517. 

A memorial to U.S. military 
veterans in Clairton, Pa., recently 
was lost due to the construction of a 
new bridge. VFW Post 803 in 
Clairton, which has donated land for 
relocating the memorial, also is 
seeking donations to rebuild the 
monument in this economically 
depressed — but proud — area. 
Interested parties should call or write 
the following for more information: 
John Saire, Post Commander; 
VFW Post 803, 911 N. State St., 
Clairton, PA 15025, phone (412) 
673-6113. 

The 37th annual reunion has 
been set for the 22nd Bomb 
Group (M/H), 5th AF (WWII). It 
will be held 28 August-1 
September 1986, in San 
Francisco. For more information, 
call or write: Jack Clark, P.O. Box 
4734, Patrick AFB, FL 32925, 
phone (305) 636-5004. 


Afghans 

SHOP ON SOF... 

Contributors to SOFs Afghan 
Freedom Fighters Fund have the 
gratitude of Brigadier General 
Ramatullah Safi (see Bulletin Board, 
SOF, April ’86) and Commander 
Wali Khan of the National Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan (NIFA). Thanks 
to contributors, SOF sponsored a 
shopping trip to the Clark Brothers 
Gun Shop in Warrenton, Va. Safi is 
former CO of the Afghan army 
commando unit under King Zahir 
Shah and now heads NIFA’s training 
academy. Wali Khan is NIFA 
commander of the Kabul region. 
During 1985, Safi and Khan took 
home $10,000 for training and some 
badly needed hardware, such as 
binoculars, radios and metal 
detectors. Also in short supply are 
assault vests. You guys who have 
’em and don’t want or need ’em, 
send ’em in. As always, money is 
needed and appreciated. Send your 
donations to: Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


C ENSORSHIP 
BY PBS... 

The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) has 
succeeded in its private efforts to censor from public 
viewing the second part of an Accuracy in Media 
(AIM) presentation. The AIM film explores ways in 
which the U.S. media distorted coverage of the 
Vietnam War. The PBS series on Vietnam, 
broadcast a couple of years ago, had such an 
anti-American slant that AIM produced a rebuttal 
program narrated by Charlton Heston, and 
demanded equal airtime to show it. PBS executives 
initially agreed, but said the length of the AIM piece 
required that it be separated into two segments. Part 
I, “Television’s Vietnam: The Real Story,” was 
broadcast. But then PBS reneged on its verbal 
promise to broadcast Part II. 

AIM Director Peter Rollins said the public can still 
see Part II, titled “Television’s Vietnam: Impact of 
the Media.” Because of PBS censorship, however, 
the public will have to pay for that privilege. Video 
cassettes of Parts I and II are available for $32.95 
each by contacting: Accuracy in Media, c/o Dr. 
Peter Rollins, 1275 K St. NW, Suite 1150, 
Washington, D.C. 20005, phone (202) 
371-6710. Specify which video format, such as 
VHS, is desired. 

President Reagan, who saw both of the AIM 
segments during a special White House showing, 
wrote AIM that its presentation is “something that 
all Americans should see. But then [PBS] TV will 
never let them see it.” 



G renada 
STORIES... 

Soldier of Fortune wants to hear in writing from 
U.S. vets of Operation Urgent Fury to liberate 
Grenada. Write your memories along the lines of 
SOF’s “I Was There” monthly feature. Selected 
submissions will be used to compile a full-length 
feature story to honor the mission’s third 
anniversary. Submissions must include your name, 
branch of service, rank and unit designation. Please 
advise if you want to remain unidentified. Photos, 
particularly color slides, are needed, but must be 
accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. Do not send originals. Mail 
submissions to: Grenada File, c/o Soldier of 
Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Material used will be subject to standard payment 
rate. 


H onor 

ROLL... 

El Saivador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

John Fredricks, Conner 
D. Vlant, Alton R. 
Moneyhan Jr., David L. 
Bongiomo, Dan Pickins, 
Dave Craig, Robert H. 
Santos. In memory of 
SFC Joseph E. Clark. 

Refugee Relief 
International Inc.: 

B/2 11th Special Forces 
Group. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund: 

John Fredricks, Conner 
D. Viant, Dennis Rush, 
Aron Rush, Greg Driscoll, 
Richard “Doc” Woolfe. 


T IP FOR 

TERRORISM... 

If you are flying into 
an area of the world, 
such as the Middle East, 
in which terrorism is a 
threat, here are some 
general guidelines to 
follow in reducing the 
risk of becoming a 
terrorist victim. If 
possible, book your 
flight on a wide-body 
aircraft. Terrorists 
usually prefer 
single-aisled passenger 
jets. Do not fly first 
class, since this section 
usually ends up as the 
terrorist command post 
in the event of a 
hijacking. Arrive as 
much as two hours early 
and process directly 
through to the boarding 
area, which is the safest 
place to wait. Keep 
quiet and do not 
advertise the fact if you 
are a U.S. citizen. If you 
are military or otherwise 
connected with the 
government, do not 
carry on your person 
papers that reveal your 
employment unless 
absolutely necessary. 
Avoid aisle and other 
high-visibility seats. 
Finally, avoid airports 
such as Athens that are 
known for their lax 
security. 

And avoid airlines 
that advertise Frequent 
Hostage Programs, 
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COMMANDER 

by Steiner i 



sscDiur-# 


S FlNESr MIUTAnV BOUtPUeUT 


137S N. WILSON ROAD RADCLtFF, KENTUCKY 40160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800 - 626-6171 

In Kentucky 502/351-1164 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
502/351-1167 


Sorry, No C.O.D.’s 


With Integrated Compass 
& Push-Button Battery niuminackni 
7x50 

This binocular system enables you to observe a target and 
know its precise location. You can see the objects’ bearing 
displayed through the lens. Share the information with 
your companions and immediately all of you are on the 
same target. The finest binocular made. Own it for a 
lifetime! 

TECHNICAL DATA 
Field of View.. .131 yards — 6.87® 

Luminosity...... 51 

Weight...40ozs. 

Water Resistance.... Waterproof 

Dimensions....5.2x8.2x3.6” 

Light Transmission.96% 

Coating...Olive Drab Rubber 

Carrying Case... Cordura® Nylon 
SF13-1029.. $499.00 


Genuine military. 
The finest precision 
compass that was 
ever made...period! 
Horizontal and verti¬ 
cal angle measure¬ 
ment, jeweled move¬ 
ment and prismatic 
in-line sighting for 
superior accuracy. 
Waterproof and 
accurate to X V6f 
degree. 0-360® azi¬ 
muth ring. Internal 
mirror can be used 
for sighting or sig¬ 
naling. Two bubble 
levelers. All olive 


M-2 COMPASS 



19200-MIL-C-580S2 


drab rubberized plastic case with belt loop and pistol 
belt mounting hardware. Finest directional device known. 
SF07-1355.$139.95 


'^^^SURVIVOR 
II 



Fourteen and one-half 

inches of stainless steel grandeur. ^ _ 

This knife features the looks of our handcrafted 2-S Survival knife without the price. 

Remove the butt cap for a hollow, watertight storage larger than most any similar knife. Knurled, non-slip 
grip and a cross-guard that functions as a screwdriver and a scribe. 9” saw spined blade. Totally awesome! 
SF07-2077.....$79.95 


Smooth flowing roller ball pen with a Wood- 
land camouflage pattern. Refillable. 
A super item that is selling fast. 
A classy yet reliable piece orequip- 
ment. Don’t pay $5.00 when you 

^^Hj^^can get it from us for. 

___ SF07-1336... $3.99 

INK PEN SF07-1373 ReBU 

by Parker * Black Ink.... $1.49 


S.F. M-1983 BOOTS 

This is the boot that was especially manufactured for 
Special Forces use. It has ail the best features: 

“ • Lined with absorbent Cambrelle. 

* Cordura® i^lon laminated to Gore- 
Tex® for effective waterproofing. 

* Speed hooks for fast lacing. 

* Saran insoles. 

Black leather bonded to Panama soles. 

Sizes 7-13 (whole 
sizes only). State 
choice of widths 
in regular (C-D) 
or wide (E-EE). 
SF03-0999 
...$89.95 


Ordinary “thermal” underwear is nothing more than an 
extra layer of clothing. It works fine for insulation, but do 
not get too active, too warm or too damp! Polypro is worsted 
spun polypropylene which “wicks” moisture away, keeping 
you warm and dry. Ranks highest in insulating value, lowest 
in moismre retention and lowest in weight of all insulating 
fabrics available. Miliury colors. Crew-neck, ribbed cuffs. 
Made in U.S.A. See size chart below. 



S.F. MOUNTAIN BOOTS 


Designed for U.S Spiecial Forces. 
Black leather with Vibram® lug 
soles. Leather lined; steel shank; 
grooved heel and blocked toe. 
Removeable felt insoles. Sizes; 
7-13. No half sizes after 
Specify regular (D)-nr 
wide (EE) widths. 

Regular price: 

$139.95. 

SF03-2030 
....$109.95 



SELF-LUMINOUS 
WRIST WATCH 

Ma-W-46374C 

Brand New! Just now coming into the 
military inventory. NSN6645-00-952- 
3767. O.D. nylon alloy case and O.D. 
nylon strap. Stem wound and set 
mechanical movement. Protected 
stem. Self-luminous hands around a 
12 to 24 hour black dial with self- 
luminous markings. 

A Real Military Beauty! 
SF05-0909 Introductory Price.. $39.88 


POLYPRO UNDERWEAR 


Shirts 


Med. 


XL. 

(Chest) 

Trousers 

34-36” 

38-40” 

42-44” 

46-48 

(Waist) 

30-32” 

33-35” 

36-38” 

40-42 


REGULAR WEIGHT - OLIVE DRAB 
Best for the Active Outdoor Person 

SFOl-1306 Shirt(sure size)...$19.95 

SF0M 307 Trousersfstate size).$19.95 

HEAVY WEIGHT - ARMY BROWN 
Best When Active Some of the Time, Sedentary at Others 

SFOl-1312 Shirt(sute size).$33.95 

SFOl-1315 Trousers(sute size).$33.95 



SUPER MINI 

PORTABLE 

GENERATOR 

AC-DC 


Lightweight power. Only 12V^ lbs. 

Use for weather emergencies, 
a car battery charge, night 
sports, fishing, running small tools, 
etc. 400 watts output. Run a string of quartz lights, a tele¬ 
vision, a 3/8” drill or an electric razor. Every police car 
needs our Super Mmi Generator in the trunk. Features a 
patented electronic system to offer high output, stable 
voltage. Can’t overcharge and u fuel (gasoline) efficient. 
Two to four hour running time Automatically cuts off 
when overloaded, which means you can’t burn it out. 
One year manufacturer’s warranty. 

SF07-1832...$399.95 



RANGER RANGEFINDER 

Spot a target. How far is it? Just 
sight, focus, read the dial and 
you've instantly converted the 
unknown to the known. An 
ingenious instrument invented 
by one of America’s Nobel prize ^ 
winners in physics. Used world¬ 
wide by military personnel, hik¬ 
ers, yachtsmen, golfers, 
surveyors and amateur 
astronomers. Black 
waterproof high- ^— 
impact plastic casc.^ 

SF05-1544.. .$39.95^^- 


AVIATION 

JACKET 


Genuine Army 
and Air Force 
issue. Sage green. 
Medium weight 
(MA-1). Sizes: 
Small (33-37”), 
Medium (38-41”), 
Large (42-45”), 
X-Large (46-49”). 
Made in U.S.A. 
Don't miss this 
special pirice for 
our mail order 
friends. Regular 
price was $54,50. 
SFOl’1031 
Sale Price. $39.88 


tVOfll OS nufst Mli’Tifi* 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502)351-1164 




QTV 

NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 















□/w/wjwe $3}X}fCfiAy£/m emm so8S(Xfpm. 



rnCHECK nn MONEY PHAM subtotal 

LJ 1_1 ORDER LJEXP. 

1—1 1—1 SHIPPING 
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BATTLE 
; BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Cutting Questions 
and Pointed Answers 


Nearly two years after my first 
SOF Battle Blades column, the mail 
still pours in. Some congratulates, 
some complains and most of it con¬ 
tains surprisingly similar questions. 1 try 
to answer every letter ... eventually. 
But in the meanwhile, let me solve 
some of your most common problems 
with knives, and with me. 

What is your least favorite fight¬ 
ing knife? 

I don’t even have to think about that 
one. In the whole history of edged 
weapons I can’t think of a knife of less 
general utility than the Sykes- 
Fairbaim. Mechanically, the dagger is a 
weaker design than a single-edge 
knife. Some models of the Sykes- 
Fairbaim further complicate an already 
weak classic design by undercutting 
the edge at the ricasso. There isn’t real¬ 
ly any way to solve the dagger’s prob¬ 
lems since the dagger’s basic mechani¬ 
cal drawback is its salient feature: dou¬ 
ble-edged construction. By grinding 
away from the center line the included 
angle is too nearly obtuse for a sharp 
edge. Also this steep angle tends to 
wedge in heavy materials, and its pro¬ 
gressive lightening toward the point 
denies the blade any serious slashing 
capacity. About the only thing a Sykes- 
Fairbaim does really well is open oil 
cans rapidly. Every combat mechanic 
should be issued one—as long as he’s 
50 miles behind his own lines. 

Why are most popular knife 


models so much smaller than the 
blades you recommend? 

Marketing, pure and simple. 

Because we haven’t been a knife¬ 
using culture since the turn of the cen¬ 
tury, few Americans have either a real 
or a perceived need for a general utility 
knife. Knives are therefore made for 
convenience and sold by aesthetics 
and advertising. If you don’t use a 
knife, the most convenient blade will 
be the smallest. If your knife spends 
360 days a year in a drawer, stainless 
steel will be easier to maintain. If field- 
craft isn’t part of your day-to-day life, 
it’s very likely that the knife you may 
carry constantly is more a fashion 
accessory than a tool. I’m at variance 
with modem industrial knife-making 
practice at nearly every point Natural¬ 
ly, blade size is one more matter for 


disagreement Because I make and use 
knives every day. I’m going to lean 
toward the larger knife for its strength 
and general utility, just as a profession¬ 
al construction contractor is likely to 
sacrifice the convenience and econo¬ 
my of a miniature Japanese half-ton 
pickup for the power and carrying 
capacity of a full-size American-made 
one-ton. 

Just look at the knives of blade-using 
cultures, and of men who use knives 
every day. Nearly all primitive societies 
use combination tools/weapons with 
blades in the 10-to-14-inch range. 
From Lapland to the Congo this is 
generally true, but that is one of our 
forefathers’ lessons we have been 
quickest to forget 

Continued on page 146 




Whether for a backwoods camp, RV or family home, don’t trust anything less. 

Designed and built to withstand constant abuse, the 
UZI Carbine is the perfect choice for the sportsman who 
wants unfailing reliability and top performance in a 

rugged, compact size. 
Now, the legendary UZI is available in .45 ACP as 
well as the original 9mm chambering. In addition, 
there’s a new .22 conversion kit that makes any 
UZI Carbine an inexpensive plinker. 
There’s much more. Write for the Action 
Arms Ltd. catalog and find out all about 
the popular UZI Carbine and 
accessories, as well as the new 
I# UZI Pistol GALIL Rifle and 

Mark V Action Sight. 
Contact; Action Arms Ltd. 

PO Box 9573. 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 


When 

thegoiiK 

getstoni^ 


action arms ltd. 
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Learn at Home in Spare Time 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 


MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary 


IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramatically...ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 

THEM HOW TO DO IT! The men you shoot 
with will scarcely believe their eyes when they 
witness your sensationally improved shooting ac¬ 
curacy. {You may even have trouble believing it 
yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, it’s part of 
your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 
The way you do it is the simpie application of 
revealing new information concerning ballistics 
that is explained with a simpie, easy-to-understand 
chart that accompanies your 
first lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens of^ 
inside tips and gun secrets ' 
that will be revealed to you 
as you progress through 
this exciting course. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI¬ 
NESS. Gun repair, cus¬ 
tom ammo-making, sporler- 
izing, custom stocking, 
sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, 
at home in spare time, yo« 
can learn the basics you 
need to become that eicperL. 

We do not know how many 
of our graduates ha ve 
started their own^otirT"- 



i 



shops, but we have le-ltera 
on file from some who h4vt>. 
And we’ll send you the re¬ 
sults of a survey 
showing employ¬ 
ment success of 
our graduates. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 


TOP-FLIGHT GUN “PRO’S” TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 
You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and auto¬ 
matic. We take the mystery out of ballistics. Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock Inletting, fit¬ 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading- Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License to buy and sell guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without inventory-while you 
are still a student at North American. This means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi¬ 
ately-ordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

Everything Explained in Easy-To-Under- 
stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 
Follow Explanations include photos, 
diagrams, drawings and charts. We send 
you all the tools you need so you actually 
learn by doing as you follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs, bargain bulletins, re¬ 
quirements for Federal Firearms License. 

Special Tools and Equipment Included 
You get precision gauges, fine gunsmith’s 
screwdrivers, checkering tools, plus much, 
much more. 


FIRST FOLD HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY 
when you mail this ENTIRE 
Postage-Paid ad 
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To Mail—Fold Ad in the following manner: 


Remove entire page- 
tear or cut on dotted line 
to left 

2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


3, Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 

4. Tape or glue the 3 
open sides and drop 
in the mall box today. 





GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO VOU BY EXPERTS 


Covers everything you ever wanted to know 
about guns. Gives you the start you need to 
go into your own business or apply for a 
gwd job. 
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GUN SALES 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN __ , . 

There are more than 20 million and much, much more WOA/fy 


hunters plus more millions of target Dept rso76/ 

shooters, gun collectors and owners in the U.S. 
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PHONE NO. ( )- 




O) 

00 

Gi 

Oi 

00 

O 

LO 

00 


> 

fA 

c 


'M £1- 
CO o 

o ? 

in S 

CM u 
O) CO 


AUGUST 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 15 




























































ISTOLS in combat. 

We’ve been programmed to believe 
they’re necessary, that they fill a vital 
gap in the combat soldier’s arms de 
guerre. But do they really? Or is that 
side arm just excess baggage which 
could be better replaced by rifle maga¬ 
zines or another canteen? 

First, let’s look at the pistol’s tradi¬ 
tional role in combat. It’s been an offi¬ 
cer’s weapon based on the premise 
that he has other things to do with his 
hands than carry a rifle. His mission is 
to lead and control ftrst, fight second. 
This premise is true enough for officers 
not on the front lines, but I’m willing to 
bet that combat officers have put a lot 
more faith in their’Ml, M14 or M16 
than anything else they’d care to drag 
along. Twenty rounds of 7.62mm or 
5.56mm at 200 meters provides more 
comfort than eight rounds of .45 cali¬ 
ber at 25 meters. 

Rank’s privilege aside, just what can 
a side arm do in battle? In essence, 
nothing; less than nothing when com¬ 
pared to a well-maintained and func¬ 
tional hand-held assault rifle. The 
argument I ran across during my four 
years in combat is that the side arm first 
provides a back-up weapon in the 
event your rifle fails, and second, that 
it’s a better weapon to use in confined 
spaces — tunnels, caves, small build¬ 
ings and huts. 

To the first argument: Nonsense. 
The weight of a side arm and holster 
and the space they take up, the weight 
of the ammunition, magazines, 
pouches and cleaning rods and the 
space they take up, the effectiveness 
(or lack thereof) of the weapon itself in 
a combat situation — all of these fac¬ 
tors heavily offset the slim possibility 
that the side arm will ever get used on 
the battlefield. I’ve only seen one inci¬ 
dent where a pistol actually served its 
purpose as a back-up weapon: My 
machine-gunner’s breech block 
cracked and he used his pistol to guard 
three prisoners. 

So, when you compare weight, 
space and actual usefulness against the 
slight chance that your rifle will break, 
put your faith in the rifle and leave the 
rest of the stuff home. 

The second argument has more cre¬ 
dence. Tunnel rats cannot maneuver 
with a bulky rifle; if you’re clearing a 
dark cave, the last thing you need is a 
rifle barrel banging against — or get¬ 
ting stuck in—a pile of rocks. But does 
that mean that everybody has to carry 
a pistol? Not at all. Perhaps one man 
per patrol—the medic, a gunner, your 
Blooper man—should haul a side arm 
along //there’s a potential for use, and 
it should be considered as part of the 
squad’s equipment rather than some¬ 
one’s personal property. 

As for house-clearing ops, the last 



COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAfT 


by |ohn Coleman 

Good Enough for Custer 



Regarding pistols in combat: Put 
your faith in the rifle and leave the 
rest at home. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 

thing I’d do is carry a pistol — regard¬ 
less of caliber — while sweeping 
through a dim, rubble-filled room. If 
there’s not enough space for my slack 
man and me to swing the barrels of our 
assault rifles around, then that build¬ 
ing’s going to get a frag or WP — or 
two — before we tiptoe inside for a 
look around. 

What other factors should prey on 
your mind before you tuck that .45 or 
.38 into your waistband? The first, and 
most obvious, stems from the time¬ 
worn fact that officers or leaders gener¬ 
ally do carry side arms. If you’re an 
enemy sniper, or just some grunt ham¬ 
mering it out in a firefight, who would 
you aim for? The guy packing an FN or 
Ml6, or the fellow running around 
with the pistol on his hip? I’d go for the 
pistol every time because if you take 
out the boss, command and control 
tend to disintegrate at a rapid rate. 
(Smart leaders 1: don’t wear pistols, 2: 
don’t wear any rank or anything else 
which signifies they are leaders, and 3: 
stay away from radiomen with their 
aiming-point antennas. Carry your 
own radio—comms are much quicker 
that way — and fold the antenna back 
inside the carrying case.) 

As I’ve mentioned, weight is another 
critical factor when considering 
whether or not to hump a pistol. The 
ubiquitous .45 Model 1911A1 weighs 
2.99 pounds loaded, let’s call it some¬ 
thing like 3V4 pounds with a standard 


leather holster. Now add spare maga¬ 
zines (you won’t just carry one, will 
you?). Three loaded magazines add up 
to another pound and a half; add the 
weight of the magazine pouch, clean¬ 
ing brushes and rods, and you’re now 
packing five extra pounds. That’s two 
spare canteens and an extra meal 
worth of weight, or extra magazines 
and ammo for your rifle — items you’ll 
use more quickly and appreciatively 
than the bullet-slinger dragging down 
the right side of your LBE. 

Is all this to say that the pistol has no 
use whatsoever on the battlefield? Of 
course not. Armor crewmen like them 
because they can bail out of a burning 
tank and still have some sort of defen¬ 
sive weapon tucked under the shoul¬ 
der, I carried a 9mm Browning while 
serving in the RLI fire force in Rhodesia 
as did many of the paras. Pistols were 
carried under the elastic bands of the 
reserve chute just in case we got tan¬ 
gled in trees, couldn’t free our rifles, 
and had to shoot it out with the terrs. It 
happened on occasion and made the 
pistol worth its weight a hundred times 
over. 

There are also specific times when a 
pistol in combat is an invaluable tool, 
but its use should be dictated by the 
assigned mission rather than any other 
factors. If you need a silenced pistol for 
a job, carry one. If you’re conducting 
specialized waterborne ops where it’s 
possible your kayak and gear may get 
deep-sixed — and that has happened 

— then a back-up pistol and shoulder 
holster are worth the effort. 

But does this mean that average Joe 
Grunt humping the bush in Central 
America, Africa, Afghanistan or any 
other war has a real need for a side 
arm? No. It looks macho, and it is 
easier to carry around in a base camp 
situation where SOP states that per¬ 
sonnel shall be armed at all times. But 
in reality — and that means any place 
where someone’s trying to shoot you 

— put your faith in a weapon that has 
the ability to take down 20 or more 
enemy troops at 400 meters. 

As a personal weapon, the pistol in 
combat is good for only one thing: 
your own version of Custer’s Last 
Stand. ^ 
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STURM, RUGER & Company, Inc. 


''Our direction 

is towards perfection ... 



Today, with so much going on 
around us we have a tendency to 
forget about the simple pleasures 
that can be derived from the hunt¬ 
ing and shooting sports, especially 
as they were enjoyed by the genera¬ 
tions that preceded us. Their good 
fortune was to live in a less complex 
society, one where hunting to put 
meat on the table was a way of life. 
Their society was also one in which 
the marksman was admired and a 
county fair wasn’t a county fair 
without an exhibition shooter. 
Although we cannot recreate those 
past times we can look to the future 
of the hunting and shooting sports 
in the United States optimistically 
and with great enthusiasm. 

Ruger’s basic business has always 
been the design and production of 
quality firearms. To assure our 
customers of a superior product, 
every firearm manufactured by us is 


proof tested for strength, durability 
and fired for accuracy. Literally, 
millions of rounds of ammunition 
are fired on Ruger ranges annually 
in the development and testing of 
our products. 

Any manufacturer who rests on 
past accomplishments will not 
survive in the competitive market¬ 
place that exists today. We are 
striving to improve not only our 
manufacturing methodology, but 
also to pass along technological 
improvements that benefit our 
customers both in performance 
and value. 

Ruger products are stocked and 
sold by thousands of retailers in the 
United States and in many foreign 
countries. A large percentage of 
Ruger sporting arms are sold 
through the specialty gun dealer 
who provides expertise and ‘'per¬ 
sonal service” in the day-to-day 


business of meeting the require¬ 
ments of the hunting, shooting and 
law enforcement communities. To 
experience the genuine pleasure 


that comes from handling fine 
quality Ruger firearms, visit and 
support your independent stocking 
gun dealer. 



RUGER* NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 



Scope not included 




Super Redhawk 


RUGER SUPER REDHAWKREVOLVER AND P-85^ AUTOMATIC PISTOL 


Ruger has introduced over twenty 
new products or product improve¬ 
ments in the last two decades. In 
addition there are several new guns 
in various stages of development— 
two of which are planned for intro¬ 
duction in late 1986. 

These exciting new handguns are 
the large frame Super Redhawk 


double-action revolver chambered 
for the .44 Magnum artridge and 
the Ruger P-85,9mm double-action 
automatic pistol. The company’s 
objective is to continue to introduce 
new products to meet the ever- 
changing needs of the hunting and 
shooting public. 


P-85 Semi-Automatic Pistol 

















MUGBn GPlOO'" NEW DOUBLE-ACTION REVOLVER 



NEW 


RUGmt GPMOO 

Double-Action Revolver 

CaL ,357Magnum 


Designed as the ultimate .357 
Magnum for police and personal 
defense use, the new GP-lOO incor¬ 
porates a number of important new 
features and improvements (patents 
pending), and offers a greater degree 
of accuracy, strength, reliability, 
and effectiveness than ever before 
realized in any double-action 
revolver. 


The unique GP-lOO design in¬ 
cludes a heavy, solid frame, rugged 
.357 Magnum cylinder, and cush¬ 
ioned grip panels which are anatom¬ 
ically designed to fit the hands of the 
majority of shooters. The inter- 
change^le front sight system allows 
the installation of sights of various 
styles, heights and colors, A full 
length ejector rod shroud helps to 


achieve the slight muzzle-heavy 
balance considered desirable for 
rapid double-action firing. Barrels 
are constructed with a wide top rib, 
longitudinally serrated to present a 
glare-free surface. 

The GP-lOO revolver serves 
eminently to confirm Ruger leader¬ 
ship in modem firearms design and 
manufacture. 



The grip portion of the Huger GP-lOO revolver 
unlike the conventional skeleton type grip 
frame has been designed to incorporate a 
variety of functions. It houses the mainspring 
seat, trigger guard latch, and grip panel loca¬ 
tor. The design of this unique frame extension 
also permits the installation of customized 
wrap-around grip panels in a variety of shapes 
and sizes to suit the tastes of the individual 
owner. 



The Ruger cylinder locking system represents a 
successful mechanical engineering solution to 
the problem of positive cylinder locking. The 
Ruger cylinder is locked to the frame by a 
strong pilot bearing at the rear of the cylinder, 
and by a sturdy locking bolt at the front of the 
crane which engages a matching slot at the 
front of the frame. 



The Ruger concept of integral subassemblies 
and simple takedown has been proven in 
previous Ruger designs, and is now brought to 
perfection. The Ruger GP-lOO revolver can be 
field-stripped to its basic subassemblies in a 
matter of seconds, without the use of special 
tools allowing the user to clean and maintain 
the revolver in the field quickly and with 
great ease. 












#rtjg£b: the name 



Scope not included. 


HUGER 77/22™ RIMFIRE BOLT-ACTION RIFLE 


The new Huger .22 rimfire bolt- 
action is conceived as an elegant 
small game and target rifle. Unique 
new 3-position safety offers a new 
dimension in security. 


Huger 10-shot rotary magazine 
provides smooth feeding. Receiver 
with integral scope bases accommo¬ 
date Huger rings. 



HUGER 10/22® AUTOLOADING CARBINE 


The Huger 10/22 offers lightweight, 
short overall length, and mechanical 
dependability. A 10-shot rotary 
magazine handles .22 rimfire car¬ 
tridges. The reliable Huger 10/22 


is an excellent choice for small game 
hunters, target practice or begin¬ 
ning shooters. Standard model or 
Deluxe Sporter offered. 



A precision-engineered and manu- over and under performance. Of- 
factured shotgun of exceptional fered with 3" chambers in 12 and 20 

value and quality. Excellent balance gauge with 26" or 28" barrels in 

and superb swing provide superior standard choke combinations. 


HUGER® “RED LABEL” OVER £ UNDER SHOTGUNS 



The first Bisleys were used by com¬ 
petitive target shooters at the 
British National Rifle Association 
matches held in Bisley, England in 
thel890’s. The Huger Bisleys are 


offered in two frame sizes cham¬ 
bered for a variety of handgun 
cartridges and with or without 
fluted cylinders and roll engraving. 


Experienced muzzle loading shoot¬ 
ers who have tested and used the 
Huger Old Army revolver have been 
lavish in their praise of this fine cap 
and ball handgun, one of the finest 


percussion revolvers ever made. 
Available in blued finish or corrosion 
resistant stainless steel. Caliber: 

.44 Bore. 




























STANDS FOR QUALITY 


NEW 






RUGERXCr^ SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLE 


The Ruger XGI retains the essentials 
of the Garand design, proven in U.S. 
service rifles, but it is much im¬ 
proved in strength and durability. It 


is a practical sporting rifle designed 
to withstand rough treatment with 
minimal maintenance. Chambered 
for .308 and .243 Win. cartridges. 



The Ruger semi¬ 
automatic rifles 
are chambered 
for world-famous 
hunting cartridges. 



The Mini-14 and Ruger Ranch Rifle 
are rugged, easy handling and 
lightweight. The Ranch Rifle^ a 
powerful sporting auto-loader is 
designed for use with telescopic 


sights. Available in full, and compact 
folding stock models, which are 
ideal for camping and boating. 
Offered in blued alloy and stainless 
steel. Caliber: .223 Rem. 


.223ReiiL .243Win. .SOSWin. 



_ 

RUGER® MARK 0 AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 


RUGER REDHAWK® DOUBIil-ACTION REVOLVERS 


Knowledgeable sportsmen reaching 
for perfection in a big bore handgun 
will find the Redhawk demonstrates 
its superiority whether silhouette 
shooting or big game hunting. 


Scope sight models incorporate 
bases for Ruger rings. Blued finish 
or stainless steel. Calibers: .41 Mag., 
and .44 Mag. 


The new Ruger Mark II semi¬ 
automatic is basically a refinement 
of the original Ruger Standard and 
Mark I T^get pistols, over one 
million of which have been pro¬ 


duced. Offered in standard, target 
and bull barrel models in a variety of 
barrel lengths. Blued finish or 
stainless steel. Caliber: .22 Long 
Rifle. 





















































#BUGEIR* AMERICA’S 



HUGER M-77® BOLT-ACTION RIFLE 


Prized as a trophy rifle, this versatile 
bolt-action is used to hunt all sizes 
and species of game. Receivers 
incorporate integral scope bases that 


accommodate Ruger rings. Available 
in both magnum and short actions 
in calibers ranging from .22-250 to 
.458 Mag. 



RUGER M-77® INTERNATIONAL BOLT-ACTION RIFLE 


This high performance sporting rifle mounting system are features, 
has a full-length, high grade Ameri- Calibers: (short action) .22-250, 

can walnut stock. Short 18 V/ .250-3000, .243 and .308 Win., (long 

barrel, open sights, and Ruger scope action) .30-06, .270. 



RUGER M-77® ULTRA UGHT BOLT-ACTION RIFLE 


New 6 pound big game rifle in both 
long and short action versions, with 
integral base receiver and 1" Ruger 
scope rings. Calibers: (long action) 


.270, .30-06, .257 (all with 20" 
barrels): and (short action) .22-250, 
.243, ,250-3000, .308 (all with 20" 
barrels). 



Single-Six 32 H&R 


HUGER SUPER SINGLE-SB® & SINGLE-SB.® .32 H4R REVOLVERS 


The Ruger Single-Six was intro¬ 
duced over three decades ago and 
remains one of the most coveted 
single-actions. The patented Ruger 
transfer-bar ignition mechanism 
and other refinements have been 
features of New Models since 1973. 


Originally chambered for the .22 
Long Rifle rimfire, the Single-Sbc is 
now offered in the new .32 H&R 
Magnum cartridge, a hard-hitting 
small game, varmint and target 
load. 





























NUMBER 1 GUN MAKER 



T 


RUGER® NO. 1UGHT, MEDIUM SPORTER, & NO. 1 TROPICAL RIFLES 


Considered by many to be the 
ultimate development of a single 
shot rifle, the classic No. 1 tests the 
skill of the dedicated big<game 
hunter. Alexander Henry style 


forearm, adjustable folding leaf rear 
sight, gold bead front sight. Avail¬ 
able in a range of calibers, barrel 
lengths and weights. 



RUGER® NO. 1 STANDARD AND SPECIAL VARMINTER RIFLES 


Standard model has a medium 26" 
barrel, semi-beavertail forearm, 
quarter rib with V Ruger rings. 
Varmint model with heavy 24" 


barrel, semi-beavertail forearm is 
tapped for target scope blocks, with 
r scope rings. Available in a variety 
of sporting and varmint calibers. 




Super Blackhawk 


RUGER BLACKHAWK® AND SUPER BUCKHAWK® REVOLVERS 


The massive Ruger New Model 
Blackhawk and Super Blackhawk 
revolvers have been expressly engi¬ 
neered for use with powerful mod¬ 
em centerfire cartridges. They 
incorporate all the best features of 
the proven Ruger New Model center- 
fire single-action design, including 
the patented Ruger transfer-bar 


ignition mechanism. 

These revolvers provide the 
sportsman and competitive shooter 
with the capability to handle almost 
any situation in the field or on the 
range. Calibers: .30 Carbine, .38 
Special, .357 Mag., .41 Mag., .44 
Mag. and .45 Long Colt. 


Blackhawk 

































Sewice-^ix 


Ser.vritu-Sh 


Nm (kmcdo Ab}es grips. 


Stainkss steel model 
New Goncalo Alves grips. 


RUGER SECURITY-SIX® SERVICE-SIX® AND SPEED-SIX® REVOLVERS 


This series of Ruger double-action 
revolvers are reliable, durable, and 
perfectly mated to the .357 Mag, and 
.38 Special cartridges. 

Over one million of these revolv¬ 
ers have been made for use by 


sportsmen and the law enforcement 
community around the world. 
Available in blued steel and stainless 
steel, with 2 W, 4" and 6" barrels, 
and a selection of Goncalo Alves 
wood and rubber grip panels. 


sied model 




Southport, Connecticut 


Newport, New Hampshire 


Ml Ruger Firearms Are Designed and Manufactured In Huger 
Factories in the United States of America, 


From a work force composed of a 
handful of individuals in 1949, 

Ruger now produces sporting guns 
in two manufacturing facilities 
located in Southport, Connecticut 
and Newport, New Hampshire, 
occupying more than 300,000 
square feet of space including our 
Pine Tree Castings division which is 
one of the ten largest producers of 
ferrous investment castings in the 
United States. All of our firearms are 
designed and manufactured in these 
two Ruger factories. 

Amazing as it may seem the per¬ 
sonal art of gunsmithing is practiced 
every work day by Ruger craftsmen 
in this modern, large scale indus¬ 
trial operation. There is a meticu¬ 
lous attention to detail in the 
hundreds of machining and polish¬ 
ing operations required to meet 
Ruger specifications for all metal 


parts. The Ruger factory in Newport 
is one of the few places left where 
stocks and forearms are individually 
hand checkered by artisans trained 
to render intricate designs on high 
quality American walnut. 

It has been the goal of the company 
since its inception to design and 
manufacture sporting guns of the 
highest quality, strength and relia¬ 
bility at a reasonable and fair price 
to the consumer. We continue to 
pursue that goal in the management 
of our business and in day-to-day 
manufacturing operations. 


Entire contents copyright 1986 by Sturm, Ruger and Company, Inc, 


Printed in U,SA. 



ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BY 

STURM, RUGER & Company, Inc. 

35 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 


SEE RUGER FIREARMS AND OBTAIN A FREE CATALOG FROM YOUR LOCAL DEALER. FREE INSTRUCTION MANUALS 
FOR ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST-PL EASE SPECIFY MODEL FOR WHICH YOU NEED A MANUAL. 




















REDI 



IPSC 

Combat Silhouette 



SET TARGETS 


Circle Plate 
Target 


PPC 

Combat Silhouette 


BY FAR THE BEST STEEL TARGET 
YOU’LL EVER SHOOT! 


The Combat silhouettes can be shot with .38 Spl., 9 mm, 
.38 Super, .357 Mag. and .45 ACR The Circle Plate comes with 
9"x1/4" thick plate and a 6-1/4" x 1/2" thick T-1 armor plate. All 
handgun calibers may be used on this target. The 223 at 100 
yards may be used on the 6-1/4" by 1/2" plate. 



The Stand 


The Combat Silhouettes are by far the best 
free standing steel targets anywhere for handgun 
training, qualifying or pleasure shooting. Simply 
shoot the head and the head falls back, to reset 
the head, shoot the center plate. No springs, no 
chains, no ropes, no nonsense. Just a complete 
target ready whenever you are. 

ALL OF OUR PRODUCTS ARE CURRENTLY BEING USED BY FEDERAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES FROM COAST TO COAST. 


The Stand is a universal size to fit all Redi-Set Targets 
of past, present and future designs. It elevates the 
target to 4-1/2 feet in height. Easy to transport, easy 
to store. 


WRITE FOR OUR 
FREE BROCHURE 


THE COURSE 

- i 

Proposed course as used by law enforce¬ 
ment training, enclosed with each order. 


REDI-SET TARGETS, INC. 
DEPT. B, P.O. BOX 23084 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 32241 
(904)262-0638 




PRICES & DATA 


CIRCLE PLATE 

Shipping (27 lbs.) 

$73.00 

12.00 

IPSC 

Shipping (34 lbs.) 

$145.00 

15.00 

PPC 

Shipping (34 lbs.) 

$125.00 

15.00 

STAND 

Shipping (40 lbs) 

$55.00 

20.00 

ALL PRCjDUCTS SHIPPED UPS. ALL 
CHECKS MUST CLEAR PRIOR TO SHIP¬ 
MENT NO CO.D MONEY ORDERS 
RECEIVE PRIORITY SHIPPING. 

FLA. RESIDENTS ADD 5% TAX. 



AUGUST 86 


SOLDIER OP FORTUNE 17 












FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokaiis 

Tommy’s Gun 



N O full-auto weapon is more easily 
recognized than the Thompson sub¬ 
machine gun. Gangster films were 
largely responsible for the Thompson's 
cult image, and the “Chicago typewrit¬ 
er" was further popularized by its 
widespread use by the United States, 
Great Britain, Nationalist China, 
France, Russia and Yugoslavia during 
the early part of World War II. 

General John Taleaferro Thompson 
designed his submachine gun (this was 
the first use of the term) between 
1919-1920 around the somewhat du¬ 
bious Blish principle. Developed as a 
“trench broom" to engage in combat 
as it evolved during World War I, the 
first prototypes were built by Auto- 
Ordnance at the shop facilities of the 
Warner & Swascy Company of Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio. These first Model 1919 
guns had no buttstock or sights and 
fired at a cyclic rate of 1,500 rpm. 
Shortly thereafter, Auto-Ordnance 
Corporation contracted Colt’s Patent 
Firearms Manufacturing Company to 
manufacture 15,000 guns which pos¬ 
sessed all the features that have since 
been associated with the Thompson 
submachine gun. Savage Arms Cor¬ 
poration manufactured Thompsons 
between 1940 and 1943. Auto- 
Ordnance also established its own 
plant by 1941 and produced the 
M1928A1, although in fewer numbers 
than Savage. Total U.S. Army pro¬ 
curement was 1,387,134 of all models. 

Although a few guns were assem¬ 
bled by Birmingham Small Arms 
(BSA), Birmingham, England, cham¬ 
bered for the 9mm Parabellum car¬ 
tridge, the Thompson has forever been 
linked to the .45 ACP round. Firing 
from the open-bolt position, this gun 
supposedly operated by retarded 
blowback. The Blish lock is an FI- 
shaped component made of phosphor 
bronze. This piece lies in the bolt body 
in slots inclined forward at 70 degrees. 
A lug on each side engages 45-degree 
recesses in the receiver. A crosspiece 
engages the actuator (cocking knob 
body) in a slot sloping back at 10 de¬ 
grees. In theory, the greater the force 
applied to the Blish lock, the more it 
resisted rearward movement as it 
binded agairist the receiver’s locking 
recesses, while at lower pressures it 
would move quite freely. In reality it 
did little other than add to the expense 
of manufacture. 

On the original Model 1921, as pro¬ 
duced by Colt, the cocking knob was 
attached to a thin flat plate. After the 
U.S. Navy purchased a few in 1928, a 
heavy steel block was welded to the 
actuator plate to reduce the cyclic rate 
from over 900 rpm to about 650 rpm. 
The di^t ‘*1" on the model designa¬ 
tion was overstamped with an “8," a 
I Cutts compensator was added to the 


The distinctive Tommy gun, forever 
linked with the gangster image of 
the twenties, is a classic addition to 
any WWII collector’s armory. 

muzzle, the recoil spring guide mod¬ 
ified to one-piece construction with a 
red fiber disc buffer and the vertical 
forearm was changed to a horizontal 
type. This variant is known to collec¬ 
tors as the Model 1921/28 Overstamp. 

No expense was spared on any of 
the Thompson’s other components. 
The receiver was milled from solid bar 
stock and beautifully finished. A sheet- 
metal oiler with two felt pads rests in 
recesses within the receiver, but it 
attracts debris. A fixed ejector is fitted 
to the left side, in opposition to the 
ejection port. Early ejectors are of one- 
piece construction and blued. During 
WWII this peirt was fabricated from 
three pieces and painted black. 

The bolt body is nickel finished. 
When the bolt closes in battery, a 
hinged hammer strikes the front of the 
receiver and rotates on its axis pin to 
drive the spring-loaded firing pin for¬ 
ward. A 3-inch extractor fits into a slot 
cut into the cylindrical portion of the 
bolt. It’s too long and breaks easily, so 
locate spares. 

The 10.5-inch barrel has six grooves 
with a right-hand twist. It has 28 radial 
cooling fins that are purely cosmetic. 
On the original 15,000 Colt Thomp¬ 
sons these fins have radiused edges 
and are somewhat thinner than those 


produced by Savage and Auto- 
Ordnance during WWII. This distinc¬ 
tion can also identify a Colt Thompson 
that has been rebarreled. Many have, 
since faulty ammunition will bulge the 
barrel on a blowback-operated sub¬ 
machine gun before the operator has 
time to release the trigger. 

Tommy gun sights are elaborate. 
The fixed, unprotected front sight is 
pinned to the Cutts compensator and 
has a distinctive hooked appearance. 
On Colt Thompsons, the front sight 
has a much smaller peak than those 
produced by Savage or Auto- 
Ordnance. Look for monkey business 
here. The original rear sight was manu¬ 
factured by Lyman and is so marked. A 
peep aperture type, it’s adjustable for 
both windage and elevation from zero 
to 600 yards in 50-yard increments. Its 
scale, peep aperture and open square- 
notch battle sight were left unblued on 
Colt Thompsons. With the exception 
of the scale, these components were 
blued on Savage and Auto-Ordnance 
Thompsons and the square notch 
changed to a cruder half-V notch that 
required only one mill cut. The cocking 
knob is cut so the front sight can be 
aligned with the peep aperture or 
notch. The rear sight body has long 
protective ears and is held to the re¬ 
ceiver by four pins. 

The lower receiver carries the trigger 
mechanism, pistol grip, fire selector, 
safety and magazine catch release. It 
should bear the same serial number as 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687. Boulder. CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


#1050--Official SOF Bush Shirt. 
Tropical weight 100% cotton. Two 
pleated pockets with flaps, two shoulder 
epaulets and extra long tails. Khaki with 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE embroidered 
over the left breast pocket. S,M.L,XL. 
$24.95 

#2010 — Official SOF Field Cap. Top 
quality khaki field cap with liner and air 
vents. S,M,L,XL $21.95 


#1024 — “Anytime 
Khadaffl” USN 
F-l 4 Tomcat's 
invitation to fight. 
Light blue. 

S,M.L,XL. $9.95 


#1023 —SOF’s 100th Issue Cover, 

featuring RKB. Available In cream color, 
S,M,L,XL. $9.95 




#1021 — Delta Force. Featuring the 
elite anti-terrorist unit’s logo backed with 
“Terrorism Stops Here,” Royal blue. 
S,M,LXL $9.95 



SOF T-SHIRTS 


#1001 — Soldier of Fortune logo, navy or white. $0.93 
#1005 —Special Forces, black. $8.95 
#1006 — Marines, gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia Wargames — 2nd 
Place. $7.95 

#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet Allah, tan. $8.95 
#1009 —SOF/HK, black $8.95 
#1010 — SOF sport shirt, navy, white. $14.95 
#1011 — Grenada, silver. $8.95 
#1012 — Communism is Contra-banned, red. $8.95 
#1013 —C.A.T.T. Central America Training Team, na^. 
$7.95 

#1014 — SOF Helicopter, olive drab. $8.95 

#1015 — SOF World Tour long sleeve shirt, liavy. $12.95 

#1018 — SEAL TEAM, gray. $8.95 


f 


COLOR QTY. 


□ VISA aMASTERC/ffiD 

Cnd#...;. 
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S.6%Sdc«T«i(COiM.) 
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Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, OopL SOF 8/86, P.O. Box 687. Boulder^ CO 80306 


Wa accept talaphone orttem on MaatefCard & VtSA —^call ua at (303) 449-3750. Sony, no 
collact calls accaptodt PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED--INCLUDE 
754 FOR EACH ADOITIONAU ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDUNQ. Overseas orders add 30%. 
N-EASE AJ:|.0W 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY, 
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PALADIIM 




SUMMER DISCOUNT 


Use the “Special Summer Discount” box on the order form 
and deduct 10% from any order of $40.00 or more! This offer 
is being extended to you, our valued customers. It is our way 
of saying, “Have a good summer!” ORDER NOW to take 
advantage of this opportunity! Offer ends September 1,1986. 
(Offer available to retail customers only.) 


.- ^ . "M FLIMFLAM MAN 

How Con Games Work 
Henderson 

There’s a sucker born every min- 
^ bte—or so you’ve heard. But show- 

man P. T. Barnum’s cynical appraisal 
HOW CON 0AMC4 WORK of man’s gullibility couldn't possibly 
apply to you. Or could it? Don’t learn 
. . ■' /'> ' about the con artist the hard way: 

.r.w' with Flimflam Man, you can spot him 
‘ : and his tricks before he relieves you 
M of your cash, 5'/a x 8V2, hardcover, 

. 256 pp, $14.95 


BALISONG: THE LHHAL ART OF 
FILIPINO KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Sid Campbell, Sonny Umpad 
and Cary Cagaanan 

The blinding blur of the deadly balisong in motion. Its whirl¬ 
wind lethality can now be yours when you step on the path 
of the Filipino knife fighter. Three experts have now com¬ 
bined their knowledge of the balisong. martial arts and self- 
defense to take you step-by-step through the exacting train¬ 
ing. Start with the basics of concealing, drawing, flipping 
and gripping the balisong and then proceed through the 
four main phases of training for balisong expertise, training 
techniques perfected in the Philippines for over 400 years. 
5Vi X 8V4. softcover, 220 photos, glossary. 192pp. $12.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date Info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting force. 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. 8V^ x 11, 
softcover, Ulus., 240 pp. $14.95 



JOYor 

C©LD 

REViNGf 




THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE 

by Kam Kavanaugh 
Been snubbed or gypped by a for¬ 
mer employer or landlord, car deal¬ 
er, the courts, police, a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts, right? Fight back 
with the tactics of cold revenge, 
using such common items as 
superglue, motor oil, and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge, you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company, airlines, magazine sub¬ 
scriptions companies and more. SVz 
X 8'/i, softcover, 96 pp. $8.00 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, complete man¬ 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation,primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! x 
11, softcover, illus,, 160 pp. $14.95 


THE AR-15/M16; A PRACTICAL GUIDE 

by Duncan Long 

The AR-15/M16 is so revered and respected that nations 
around the globe have adopted it—or many of its features— 
for use by their own armies. Now comes the definitive book 
on the rifle that has been the inspiration for so many mod¬ 
ern assault rifles. Invaluable to the Ml 6 owner, this com¬ 
prehensive book has info on grenade launchers, assembly 
and disassembly, trouble-shooting, ballistics and ammo, 
combat use, military use and testing, and functioning. Vir¬ 
tually any accessory for the AR-15 is listed, as are parts 
suppliers and sources for additional product info.8ye x 11, 
softcover, illus., photos. 168 pp. $16.95 


AFRICAN MERC COMBAT 
MANUAL 

Whether operating a mere unit of his 
own or working with regular army 
forces, the military executive-for- 
hire will find what he needs to know 
here to stay alive in the African bush: 
pseudo-terror!St ops, ambushes, 
tracking, interrogation procedures, 
camouflage and much more. Em¬ 
ployment possibilities, needed doc¬ 
uments and international law and 
meres are covered. 8V4 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 208 pp. $15.00 


NINJA KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Dr. R. Kelly Hill, Jr, 

Night falls. The glint of cold steel 
slashes through the darkness. The 
threat is real, but are you ready? 
Become the self-reliant person 
you’d like to be. Learn about select¬ 
ing a knife, grips, training targets 
and drills, physical conditioningand 
the Ninja response modes—Earth, 
Wind, Fireand Water—that give you 
the necessary strategic and tactical 
flexibility. 8V2 x 11, hardcover. 124 
photos, 128 pp. $19.95 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous Army 
Field Manual 31 -20. (All illustrationsand every one of the 535 
pages of vital info are included.) Whether you're involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare, unconventional warfare or 
counterinsurgency ops, this manual covers what you need to 
know. Improvised weapons,intelligence, psychological ops, 
communications, logistics, survival, infiltration, Special 
Forces field maneuvers, demolition, raids and ambushes, 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered. 4x5, softcover, 
illus., glossary, index, 535 pp. $14.95 


SWORD OF THE SAMURAI 
The Classical Art of Japanese 
Swordsmanship 

by George R. Parulskl, Jr. 

Enter the world of the samurai and 
attain true sword perfection. Endorsed 
by the All-Japan Seibukan Martial 
Arts and Ways Association and the 
American Society of Japanese 
Swordsmen, this comprehensive 
guide takes you through ken-jutsu, 
sword fighting, and iai-jutsu, sword 
drawing. 8% x 11, hardcover, 262 pho¬ 
tos, illus., 144 pp. $20.00 
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THE MAKING OF A NINJA 
Ashida Kim^s Training Camp 

by Anonymous 

Enter the shadowy world of espion¬ 
age as taught since ancient times to 
the mystic warriors of the night An 
anonymous agent takes you inside 
Kim's camp to experience the training 
of select recruits. Learn techniquesof 
ambush, escape, evasion, cover, 
concealment, as well as all the nec¬ 
essary survival skills. 5y2 x 8V'2. soft- 
cover. photos, illus., 184 pp. $10.00 


COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 

Go beyond the dealer’s shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo—ammo that can’t be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro¬ 
jectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor¬ 
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which 
bullet designs do not work in combat, what bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to 
safely increase the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon 
through careful ammunition selection. 8’A x 11, hardcover, 
illus., photos, tables, charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 


RACNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS 
And a Few Others that Are Damn 
Good, Too 
fay Ragnar Benson 
Nab every conceivable fish, fowl 
and beast—includmg man—with 
Ragnar's all-time best traps, traps 
that are little-known yet easy to 
build, easy to mamtatn. and guaran¬ 
teed to consistently produce. Here’s 
your chance to make money selling 
pelts, eat cheap and well or rid your¬ 
self of a nasty pest. 5V5f x 8'/a. soft- 
cover, photos, illus.. 136 pp $8.00 


R/liGHAKS 

TEN BEST 
TRAPS 
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KEEP’EM ALIVE 
The Bodyguard’s Trade 

by Paul Elhanan 

Live on the edge—and live life to its 
fullest, says Elhanan of this challeng¬ 
ing profession. The demands, the dan¬ 
gers, and the rewards are all yours if 
you enter this elite discipline. Elhanan 
describes the resources and skills you 
need to succeed in the trade; the cli¬ 
entele: the opposition to look out for; 
practical tips on driving, weapons,com- 
munication and cars; and much more. 
5'/^ X 8V2, softcover, 128 pp. $10.00 


GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5'A 
X 8’/2. hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 



~WANTED~ 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE. WEAPONRY. 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS. P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER. 
COLORADO 80306. 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


MARTIAL ARTS 

TONFA TACTICS. $12.00 

BASIC MONKEY BOXING... $12.00 

ART OF SHURIKEN JUTSU . . .... $12.00 

LETHAL FLOOR FIGHTING ....$ 9.75 

DRAGONS TOUCH... $10.00 

SHADOWS OF DARKNESS: SECRETS OF THE 

NIGHT FIGHTER.... .. .. ..$12.00 

TANG SOO DO...$ 8.00 

BLACK MEDICINE I: THE DARK ART OF DEATH.$10.00 

BLACK MEDICINE II: WEAPONS AT HAND.. $10.00 

EMPTY HAND. LOADED GUN...$ 8.00 

THE 100 DEADLIEST KARATE MOVES.. $ 8.00 

lAIDO: THE WAY OF THE SWORD..$12.00 

JODO: WAY OF THE STICK..... $12.00 

WARRIOR SECRETS .. $10.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS ..$14.95 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

MINIMANUAL OF THE URBAN GUERRILLA.$ 5.00 

150 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERRILLA.. $ 8.00 

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH.$ 6.00 

SS WERWOLF COMBAT INSTRUCTION MANUAL . . $16.95 

TOTAL RESISTANCE ... ..$14.95 

•’WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE STREETS '.$ 7.00 

HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH 

REPUBLICAN ARMY.... .....$ 4.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE .....$ 6.00 

RHODESIAN S.A.S. COMBAT MANUAL..$14.95 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

AN INFANTRYMAN’S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT... $14.95 

PATROLLING AND TRACKING.< . $ 5.00 

THE SCOUT...$ 6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE 
HANDBOOK ...... $14.95 


SELF-DEFENSE 

COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES .. ..$12.00 

ESCRIMA SELF DEFENCE.. ..$12.00 

BLACK MEDICINE III.*.. ... $10.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE...$ 5.00 

FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE*. .... .. $ 8.00 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW...$14.95 

FLEXIBLE WEAPONS. ..$ 8.00 

COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS. .$ 5.00 

WEAPONS OF THE STREET..$ 8.00 

BELOW THE BELT .....$16.95 

GET TOUGH...$14.95 


COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT 

SHOOT TO WIN ..$11.95 

THE COMBAT .45 AUTOMATIC .. w .... $12.95 

SHOOTING SCHOOLS. $14.95 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

HANDGUNNING .. $14.95 

MASTER TIPS . .. $11.95 


SPIES & CLANDESTINE WAR 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 

INTERCEPTION OPERATIONS .$ 6.00 

BIG BROTHER GAME.. $20.00 

WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE.. $10.95 

COVERT SURVEILLANCE AND ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION....$ 9.95 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE... ^. $19.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC 
EAVESDROPPING AND PRIVACY INVASION . . . $12.95 
ADVANCED INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES FOR 

PRIVATE FINANCIAL RECORDS .. $10.00 

HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS... 9.95 


WEAPONS 


THE FIGHTING RIFLE..-.$14.95 

PARABELLUM AUTOMATIC PISTOL.... ..$ 6.00 

CROSSBOW AS A MODERN WEAPON .... $ 9.95 

SHOTGUN IN COMBAT .......$ 8.00 

FIGHTING GARAND OWNER’S MANUAL.. $ 6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK.... $24.95 

EXOTIC WEAPONS. AN ACCESS BOOK.. $ 9.95 

TM 9-1005-222-35P RIFLE M1 CALIBER 30.$ S.OO 

TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM.$ 6.00 

TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE Ml 6 5 56 MM.....,. $6.00 

TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL. 30... $ 6.00 


REVENGE 


NINJUTSU 

DRAGON LADY OF THE NINJA.. $10.00 

CHINA S NINJA CONNECTION...$17.95 

BOOK OF THE NINJA.. . . $ 9.95 

NINJUTSU THE ART OF INVISIBILITY ... ... $ 4.95 

NINJUTSU: BASIC SKILLS AND 

TECHNIQUES..., .$8.95 

NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY ... $10.00 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING TECHNIQUES OF 

THENINJA. .. ...... ...$19.95 

NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING . $12.00 

TIGER SCROLL OF THE KOGA NINJA ., .. ... . .$10.00 

NINJA HANDS OF DEATH ...* $10.00 


ACTION CAREERS 

UNREPENTANT SINNER. ..$17.95 

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATORS . . ...... $ 8.95 

JOBS THAT SUCK AND SOME THAT DON'T..... $10.00 
FIND EM FAST: A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR S 

WORKBOOK ..... ....$12.00 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET . . $ 9.95 

DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
TRAINING MANUAL.... . .... $14.95 


TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT . $14.95 

REVENGE BOOK, . . ..... .... $ 8.00 

CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS..$ 6.95 

TENANrS REVENGE . .. ......$6.95 

I HATE YOU! ...... .... $14.95 

GET EVEN 2 ....... $14.95 

MAD AS HELL, r... . $14.95 


POLICE SCIENCE 

S W AT TEAM MANUAL .. . $12.00 

D.E.A NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR’S MANUAL.$50.00 

POLICE HANDGUN AMMUNITION .. ... $ 6.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS , . $19.95 

S.W AT. TACTICS . $10,00 

ADVANCED LIE-DETECTION TECHNIQUES..,....., $10.00 


FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL 
ORDERING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL FREE 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
1-800-624-7888, ask for operator #249 
Alaska & Hawaii, call 1-000-024-7919 


SURVIVAL 


EATING CHEAP ... . $ 8.00 

CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL , ..... ...$ 8.00 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY...$21.95 

FALLOUT SURVIVAL...$12.00 

URBAN ALERP... .. . .. $16.00 

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE .. ....$10.00 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE ... ....-$ 8.00 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD___ __$14.95 

NEVER SAY DIE THE CANADIAN AIR FORCE 

SURVIVAL MANUAL...$ 8.00 

SURVIVAL POACHING....$16.95 

FINANCIAL & PHYSICAL SURVIVAL.. .. $14.95 

THE GREAT SURVIVAL RESOURCE BOOK 2 $15.95 

UFE OR DEATH!. .... ..$16.95 

U.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK ... ... . $ 8.00 
LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY $16.95 
SURVIVAL! U.S.A.F. MANUAL64-5 . .... ,. .. $ 8.00 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING.. ... .. $10.00 

ALIVE IN THE DESERT . ....$10.00 

SURVIVALISrSMEDICINE CHEST . .. . % 5.95 

SURVIVAL RETREAT.....$ 8.00 

MEAT ON THE TABLE ..... ... ..$14.95 

HENLEY’S TWENTIETH CENTURY BOOK OF TEN 
THOUSAND FORMULAS, PROCESSES & TRADE 

SECRETS... .$17.95 

THINKING ABOUT SURVIVAL .... .. ...$10.00 


SNIPING 

U S ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL . 
THE GEPMAN SNIPER 1914-1945. ... 

SNIPING-U S MARINE CORPS .,,, . 

COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE... > . .. 


^ PALADIN PRESS 
fnL PO BOX 1307— LMW 
inf BOULDER, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 443-7250 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii. 1-800-824-7919. 

Send $1 for latest PALADIN CATALOG. 
Catdioe free with order. 


NEW I.D, AND MONEY 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES.$ 

GUERRILLA CAPITALISM .. 

METHODS OF DISGUISE . , . ... ... 

PRIVACY- HOW TO GET tT. HOW TO ENJOY IT.. ,. 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES ... .. 

ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE .. 

TAX HAVENS IN THE CARIBBEAN. .. . .... ..... 
HOW TO HIDE ANYTHING... .-. - - 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


Please send me the following titles: 


PaymentiG Check or Money Order, □ VISA,D MasterCard,Exp.Date . 
Card No. _ -__ 


SUBTOTAL __ _ 

Special Summer Discount. 
Deduct 10*^1 from any 
order over $40. NO 

EXCEPTIONS. I- 

Please include I- 

$X00 postage 
and handling _ 


AUGUST 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 21 















































































































the upper receiver or this seriously de¬ 
grades its collector value. The selector 
can be rotated to full auto or single. 
Placing the selector on single lifts the 
disconnector under the sear and a 
rocker into the bolt’s path of travel. 
When the trigger is pulled the sear 
drops down to release the bolt. When 
the bolt travels forward it trips the rock¬ 
er, which in turn pushes the disconnec¬ 
tor away from the sear’s tail and per¬ 
mits the nose of the sear to rise and 
engage the bolt’s notch. The trigger 
must be released to reposition the dis¬ 
connector under the sear’s tail. When 
the selector is rotated to the full-auto 
position the rocker drops down out of 
the bolt’s path of travel and firing con¬ 
tinues until the trigger is released. 

The safety lever, also on the left side, 
is located to the rear of the selector. 
When set to safe a spindle engages in a 
groove at the rear of the sear and locks 
the sear in the up position. The safety 
cannot be manipulated when the sear 
is down and can thus be employed 
only after the bolt has been retracted. 

Rotate the magazine catch release 
lever upward to withdraw or insert a 
magazine or drum. Drums can be in¬ 
serted only after the bolt has been re¬ 
tracted. Original Colt Thompsons were 
equipped with a 20-round, two- 
position feed, staggered box magazine 
without markings of any kind. These 
were followed by magazines carrying 
the patent dates which repeated the 


1920 date twice and then a more un¬ 
common corrected patent date 
variant. During WWII these so-called 
Type XX magazines were marked by 
many subcontractors, including Cros¬ 
by Co., Seymour Products Co., Auto- 
Ordnance Corp., W.P.S and SW-CO. 
Fifty-round drums (called the Type L) 
were also produced by several manu¬ 
facturers and type C 100-round drums 
were made by Auto-Ordnance, serial 
numbered front and rear. Mismatched 
100-round drums are worth about 
one-third less than matched drums. 

The buttstock can be removed from 
the lower receiver by depressing its 
latch button. This feature supposedly 
enabled the operator to fire the 
weapon from the hip assault position. 
In practice, the buttstock is best left on 
the gun in all firing positions. The de¬ 
tachable buttstock became fixed by the 
addition of screws on the Ml and 
MlAl models. Model 1921 and 
M1921/28 Overstamp Thompsons 
have serial numbers on the inside of 
the buttplate and on the butt end of the 
stock. I have never seen these match 
the receiver’s number. 

We end up with a 10.75-pound sub¬ 
machine gun that is entirely too heavy 
and was too complex and expensive 
even by WWII standards. Although it 
was never so used by the military, with 
a loaded 100-round drum the Thomp¬ 
son submachine gun weighs more 
than the Browning Automatic Rifle 


(approximately 20 pounds). Overall 
length is 33.75 inches. 

Designated “U.S. Model of 
1928Ar’ by the U.S. armed forces, all 
those manufactured during WWII by 
Savage and Auto-Ordnance are so 
marked. Mechanically identical to the 
commercial Model 1928 Navy model, 
these weapons are also marked with 
the flaming U.S. Ordnance bomb and 
usually a GEG inspection proof in a 
circle, initials of George E. GoU, quality 
control inspector at Auto-Ordnance. 

Military Thompsons were parker- 
ized with nickel bolts. External surfaces 
were unpolished and numerous tool 
marks are clearly visible. All were fitted 
with a Cutts compensator with the 
Thompson bullet logo stamped into 
the left side. The right side of the re¬ 
ceiver is marked with the U.S. patent 
numbers and “Auto-Ordnance Cor¬ 
poration, Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
U.S.A.” The only evidence of their 
manufacture by Savage is a hyphen¬ 
ated “S” preceding the serial number. 

Two important cost-saving meas¬ 
ures were initiated during the produc¬ 
tion series. First to be eliminated was 
the unnecessarily complex Lyman rear 
sight which was replaced with a sheet- 
metal L-shaped nonadjustable peep 
aperture. 

Next to disappear were the radial 
cooling fins. Consequently, there are 

Continued on page 127 



An Adventure in Archery 


by Barnett 


Going after the really big ones is adventure in 
itself, but the remarkable new Demon Trackless 
compound crossbow, by Barnetl, takes thal 

tanlaslii;;. 


adventure right into the realm oE 

Don't be left behind in the worEd of the 
mundane - grab a hold of a Demon loday. and 
find your own true life adventure - it's wailing. 


For a full color catalog on Barnett's complete line ^ 
archery products for the adventurer, send $2.0D to: 

tHamett Unternattonnl 3nc. 


P O BOX 33^ - DEPT SQF * DDE^SSa, ft 


OiSrflbULflCl rn i)y BARNETT .AnCHERY LTD 

Z15-ADVANCE BLVC.. lJHn-4 
BRAMPTON, OWTARIO. CANADA 
|j«ci:'nEad under AJkn Pen. Niy 3,4B(i.4D& 








HEADWEAR 


- MILITARY GOODS CATALOG - 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military Issue - 


I Brass Screened 
Eyelets 



Athletic Bundeswehr 
Tank Top - 


Cartridge Holder Hat Band 
(except Dessert (}amo) 


Tltese “Boonie Hats" 
are ttie real thing! I 
Choose between: 

1 Leaf pattern camouflage. Gl ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl.S14.00/each, 

] Woodland Pattern camo, anny’s latest Issue; 50% cotton 50% 

nylon Genuine GI.. . .S12.25/each, 

1 Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 

Forces. 50% cotton/bO% nylon: Genuine Gl.$12.25/each. 

1 Olive Grab (00) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl.. S14.00/each. 

The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at S7.00/each. Select: □ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

el,.,. C/ 7 W Mni/.v J '^*96'’ Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
Specify size. S(7), M(7V4), ^ Olive Drab Green (OD) 
L(7Vfi);XL(7V4). ^ Black 


□ Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set - 

(A Kaufman s Exclusive); 2 Gl stainless 
tags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 
black (4" and 24") ball chains $5.QO/s( 


These light-weight 100% cot¬ 
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
to the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
trainino exercises "Bunde¬ 
swehr (the name of the West 
German Army) is proudly em¬ 
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shirt This comfor¬ 
table. cool. European tank lop is 
stylish, avant-garde, and perfect 
to wear while working oul or re¬ 
laxing in the summer sun. Brand 
new 

Sizes; XS. S. M. L. XL 
Choose; White, or Black 
shirt Ml.95/each: 

2 for *23.00. 


□ us Navy Style Commander’s 
Cap with'Scrambled 
Egg’Visor- 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband 
to fit all heads comfortably. 

Choose; Navy Blue or 
Black $5.75/Bach. 


; I □ Regulation Gl Dog Tags - 

’' set Of 2 Sinless steel lags and 2 

(I stainless chains (4 ’ ’ and 24 "}... $3. 

u War. *. " ... 

i , spat 


□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat 

Specify; Woodland Camo or Olive Grab 
(OD) Green. S M LXL $5.00/each. 


■ 6 Pockets 
(Thigh Pockets 
Are Bellowed) 



Want us to print them'? WE LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

Printing. only $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set). 

PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 



BDU’S 


Battle Dress Uniforms - 

Adjustable Waist Tab 


I 4 Large 
Bellow 


Style Pockets' 


Tell us your chest, height, 
and waist measurements 
when ordering. Choose from 
Woodland Pattern Camouflage - 
50% cotlon/50% nylon. Army's latest 
Issue; Brand New 


Specify; Jacket or Pants 


All In-Stock 
Items Shipped Within 
24 Hours. 


Hot Weather. 100% Cotton Ripstop Woodland 
Camouflage Pattern - latest issue to all US services 
for hot weather use. Regular lengths only 
Specify: Jacket or Pants .$30.00/eaeh: $57.50/set. 



$30.00/each: 

.S57.50/set. 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


I Drawstring 
Cuffs ' 


Oay Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% cotton/50% nylon. Latest 
issue to Airborne Troops of the Rapid Development Force. Brand New 
Specify; Jacket or Pants .$30,00/each; $57.50/set. 


□ Oflve Oreb (00) Green - 100% cotton, ripstop; as used in early Viet¬ 
nam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand New 
Specify: Jacket or Pants. . S3Q.0Q/each; $57.50/set. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 


ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE — 


□ Camoufiage T-Shirts • 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: 

□ Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 
11 Brown Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 
d Tiger Stripe Crew (Rouno) Neck 
n Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

: Green Leaf V-Neck 

Specify Size: S, M. L, XL_$7.00/each: 

or any 3 shirts for $18.00. 


□ Solid Black - a favonte of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% cot¬ 
lon/50% nylon. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

‘ . ■ .. ...$32.t 


Specify: Jacket or Pants. 


2.00/Bach; $61.50/set. 


1 Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture ~ these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. The tiger 
stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Sp^: Jacket or Pants.$32.0Q/each; $61.50/sot. 


□Jogging Shorts- 


50% cotton/50% polyester 
Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 

when ordering $6.50/each. 

□ Woodland CamRuflage Pattern 

□ Desert Camouflage httern 

□ Olive Drab (00) Green 



Urban Camouflage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov't specs, the pattern is identical to the Gl woodland but the colors are 
black, grays and white Regular lengths onty. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants, , . . $32.00/each; $61.50/set. 


Lflno Leng Wii - add $3.00 pants or jacket; $ 5.75/se t. 


— KAUFMAN’S EXCLUSIVE —- 


□Eiite Com mando T-Shirts- 

c. ARJI. I I recon 




47.11 18 »s 




2 color siikscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 

Specia]^Forces-grey shirt. (50% conon/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 

Airbome/Ranger-black shin (100% cotton) red and white design. 
Marine Recon—red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size(S.M.L.XL) $7.95/each 


SHIPPING 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 $3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20,00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 

Orders Irom $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00 0.00 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319W.4ZND ST,. 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


Canadian Orders-Send OouMe Amount Indicated. 



WES'r« 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

We’re America's Army and Navy Store!! 
ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933 

(505) 293-2300 


Dept. 308 1 660 Eubank NE Albuquerque, NM 87112 


'EKi"' 


CAMOUFLAGE 


Camouflage Face Paint - <s3SS2S^^ 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepainl which can be easily 
removed with soap and water Current military issue 
Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam) $2.75/tube; 2 tubes tor S5.Q0 



Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage 


Expnnrtable camouflage mesh fits comfortably on any size head Cool in 
summer warm m winter this revoiutionary new mesh matenal can be 
uut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes (or the comfort of eyeglass 
wearers 

Choose: Woodland Camoufiage. Desert Camouflage or 

Solid Black *6.00/each: 2 for *t 1.00. 
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I WAS THERE 

Danny Daniels 


Too Much Bang for the Buck 



ft' 

EXCALIBUR 

ENTERPRISES 

#1 IN NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 



AN/PAS*4 infrared 

$900.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

FEATURES: 

*U.S. Military’s best active I.R. weaponsight *200 yard 
range *4X optical system *Optlonal adaptors to fit 
commericial rifles 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Carrying case ‘Daylight 
eyeshield ‘Nicad battery - C battery ‘Ml 4/MI A 
adaptor 



AN/PVS-3A Starlight 
$1595.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

LOWEST PRICE MILITARY STARLIGHT SCOPE 
FEATURES: 

*18mm First Generation Reconditioned intensifier 
‘New, Improved eyepiece *4X Optical system ‘Quick 
focus sytem ‘Smallest, Lightest Military Starlight 
Scope (3 lbs.) 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter‘Ml A/M 14 
& AR 15/M 16 adaptor brackets ‘Batteries (Replace¬ 
ments readily available) ‘Newly designed carrying 
case 



AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE • STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 
$3250.00 ( + $15.00 UPS) New w/ Reconditioned 
Image Intensifier (30 day wty.) 

$4500.00 ( + $15.00 UPS) New w/ Factory New Image 
Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

‘25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle flash 
protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control ‘Adjustable 
illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 ballistics 
‘Camera or video adaptor optional 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylightfilter *M 16 mount 
♦Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case ‘Batteries (Re¬ 
placements readily available) 

Excalibur Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 

Send $3,00 for complete catalog 
EXPORTERS 

Contact us for your foreign requirements. 

COMPLETE LINE OF individual and crewserved 
weaponsights. Night Vision goggles and viewers. 
Extensive Parts inventory for Both First and Second 
Generation Systems, plus reconditioning and general 
repair. 


Danny Daniels now Jives in central 
California but back in 1969 bis home 
was Danang. On one dark night be 
learned about easy money the bard 
way: 

HAT I thought was the easiest 20 
bucks I’d ever earn almost cost my life. 
My mercenary habit of charging $20 to 
replace someone on a night patrol or 
hill watch had been paying off hand¬ 
somely while I was stationed at 1st 
Marine Division HQ in Danang, South 
Vietnam. 

The way it worked was like this: If 
Private Smith didn’t want to go on his 
assigned listening post or patrol, he’d 
ask me if I’d go in his place. 

. for 20 bucks,” I’d tell him. 

“Sure,” he’d say as he gave me a 
crisp $20 military payment certificate. 

When the provisional rifle company 
arrived on the hill, some sergeant 
would call off the roster, and I’d answer 
for Pvt. Smith. For the next nine hours 
I was Pvt. Smith. 

Once I went up on the hill for a guy 
who refused to pay up. The next time 
he had hill watch he came to me again. 

“Twenty, in advance,” I demanded. 

“OK, OK,” he grumbled as he 
placed a 20 in my outstretched hand. 
To my amazement and pleasure, I 
found he’d handed me two 20s stuck 
together by the humidity of the tropic 
air. I laughed while peeling them apart. 
Ah, that’s what I call sweet justice! 

The hill watches amounted to noth¬ 
ing more than a string of boring nights. 
The $2.20 per hour “mercenary 
money” supplemented my USMC pay 
of 13 cents per hour. Twenty bucks a 


Guard duty was usually uneventful, 
but was it really worth the 20 bucks 
to replace a buddy on the hill? 

Photo: Dept, of Defense 

night was a lot of money in ’ 68 and ’ 69, 
especially for a teenager who literally 
went from the prom to ’Nam. Nothing 
ever happened during the hill watches. 

On 22 February 1969, something 
did happen. That night it seemed the 
whole Vietnam War happened on my 
ridge line. To make matters worse I 
was a few weeks from rotating home, 
but when Lance Corporal McDonald 
paid me 20 bucks to take his place, I 
said, “Sure,” and marched off like I 
always did. 

I wasn’t even going to die under my 
own name. 

At 0100 the Viet Cong overran our 
hill. The attack began with mortars and 
RPGs. Then came the suicide waves of 
sappers. They even managed to plant 
a VC flag on the hill. 

“This ain’t worth 20 bucks,” I 
thought, ducking for cover as I felt bul¬ 
lets fly past my head. The attack lasted 
until choppers came over and flushed 
Charlie down the hill. By 0230 all was 
quiet on the ridge line except for the 
groans of the wounded. 

At 0400 a second wave of Viet Cong 
charged our hill — an instant replay of 
before. This time Puff the Magic Drag¬ 
on came to our rescue. 

At sunrise the ridge line was a sham¬ 
bles of spent rounds and bodies. I 
shook as I thought of what could have 
happened to me — all for a measly 20 
bucks. I never took another 20 for 
someone elsc’s battle. 

So much for easy money. ^ 
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hAodel ^17 


Mode) #iaO 


Model £ 7 ' 


Model #108 


Model #801 


Model #840 


Miedel #860 




^DdE COn/^PANY 
RO.^Box 32848, Phoenix, AZ 88064 
602-952-1659 


Side Opting 
LeVOr Aption ; )' 

Red} or plack 7%" [ 

3 For $74.95 

Model #108 $29.£f5 

Nato Military I 

Olive Drab 8" ■ 

3 For $79.95 

Model #702 $29.95 

Black Front Opening 
Man Size Grip 8Vi" 

3 For $69.95 

Model #107 

Price RedjM|^K|||^orstock 


Blue,: Green, ^Ite, ftdd or Black 
^ for $104.^5 .. j 

■Model #817 l$39.95 

|Edge Cdllector Series 
'Brass and Hardwood, Brushed Steel 
Lever Hunter 7» " 

3 For $104.95 ’ 

{Model #86a $234 b 

Front Opening . , 

Light Weight -< Heavy Duty 
ABS Resin Grip BV^', 

Black or Red 
3 For $59.95 : 

Model #840 ’ $23.95 

Front Opening 

Faceted “Autocamping" Grip 
Black, Red or Blue 8% " 

3 For $59.95 

*Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain 
areas the completion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please 
check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance with 
any such law is the purchaser's responsiblity. 


The Edge Co., P.O. Box 32848-SF8, Phoenix, AZ 85064 

BBfors didefiog Catf For Avaifab/ffty ^/lO QCO 

0B6ter Fr^s On Request OC/ 4 C / OO^ 


Ptease Ship The Following Items: 

Model #_ Qty._ Mo 

Model * . Qty._ Mo 

Model #_ Qty_Mo 

Add $1.60 Per Kit Shipping And HandKng 

□ Check or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Visa/MasterCard # _ 


Allow 10 Days Shipping 

Total $_ 

L—^ Exp. Date __ 


City State .1 _ Zip .. 

I certify tfiat I am over 21 years of age. 

Signature_ Date_ 

Not availabto where |m>hihlted by law. Inquire about special mRlmy and 
po0ca waivers and discouiita. 
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IN REVIEW 



“ SACRED RAGE IS MUST REAOING-AND 
FASCINATING REAOING-FOR ALL WHO WANT 
TO UNDERSTAND THE FANATICAL VIOLENCE 
OFTHE MIDDLE EAST" 
^AKTHONY LEWIS OFTHE NEW YORK TIMES 



OOOOOoooo o oo o o o o o o O C 

JEWIUTIIOFMIllTAIiTeur 


SACRED RAGE. The Wrath of 
Militant Islam. By Robin Wright. 
Linden Press/Simon and Schus¬ 
ter, Dept. SOF, Rockefeller Cen¬ 
ter, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, 
New York, NY 10020. 1985. 315 
pp. $17.95. Review by Dale 
Andrade. 

Violence seems to be an every¬ 
day part of press coverage in the Middle 
East and a jaded American public has 
accepted the fact that people are going 
to die there on a daily basis. Yet new 
developments in world terrorism, more 
shocking crimes and clever manipula¬ 
tion of the press have shifted attention 
away from the causes of terror and onto 
the Symptoms—the violence itself. It is 
unfortunate that a knowledge of vio¬ 
lence and attention to its victims do not 
help us understand or counteract the 
strategy of terror. 

What causes a large part of the Arab 
world to espouse violence toward 
things American? Two reasons — the 
history of United States’ involvement in 
Middle Eastern affairs and, most impor¬ 
tant, the resurgence of Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism. Both causes are intricate¬ 
ly woven into the pattern that has re¬ 
sulted in the increased number of 
American deaths at the hands of fanat¬ 
ics. 

Sacred Rage is an important work 
that tracks down the reasons why 
Americans are the main target for the 
legions of Islam’s new terrorists. Au¬ 
thor Robin Wright tirelessly pursued 
her sources, from academics and in¬ 
telligence officers to young Palestinian 
fighters and former hostages. The re¬ 
sult is a clear and concise breakdown 
of how Islam has carved the face of 
politics in the Middle East. 

Perhaps the most important chapter 
in this book is the last. Wright does 
more than list and file Islamic fun¬ 
damentalists country by country. She 
also comes up with what she believes 
are the root problems of American re¬ 
lations with the Arab world and puts 
forth some possible solutions. 

Sacred Rage comes down espe¬ 
cially hard on what Wright calls the 
“Shultz doctrine,” using as a definition 
the secretary of state’s challenge to ter¬ 
rorists: “Go ahead and try to defy us. 
We’ll get you in the end.” If there is a 
flaw in this book, it is here. 

Robin Wright is a firm believer in the 
futility of launching military strikes 
against terrorists and their bases, or, as 
clearly applies to the recent U.S. 
bombing of Libya, the use of force 
against states that harbor terrorists. 
The basic premise in Wright’s conclu¬ 
sion is the belief that only a more realis¬ 
tic handling of Israel and her relations 
vfith the Arabs on the diplomatic front 
will gamer the United States a better 


footing in the Middle East. She dis¬ 
counts the use of force almost categor¬ 
ically. 

Unfortunately, foreign policy needs 
more than theory and wishful thinking. 
It needs to be a many-faceted process 
that is complex enough to handle any 
contingency. Sacred Rage fails to 
present the military option realistically. 
In the long run, the prudent use of 
military might combined with effective 
diplomacy and a recognition of roots 
and goals of the new Islamic furor 
could pull America out of the whirl¬ 
wind of terrorist attention. 

Today, it is too easy to blame mili¬ 
tary means for all our problems and 
ignore the shortcomings of foreign 
policy planning. After all, the results of 
a military operation are there for all to 
see while the fruits of diplomacy often 
take years to come to light. Both can be 
flawed in conception and implementa¬ 
tion; Robin Wright seems to have 
missed that point. She places too much 
trust in the State Department and its 
ability to correctly assess problems and 
policy. 

While it is easy to shoot holes in the 


conclusions of Sacred Rage, there is 
no question that Robin Wright has pre¬ 
sented a fresh look at an age-old prob¬ 
lem — coming to grips with the chang¬ 
ing nature of politics and religion in the 
Middle East. She sums it up in one 
volume better than anyone else. 


MANHUNT. The Incredible Pur- 
suit of a CIA Agent Turned Terror¬ 
ist. By Peter Maas. Random 
House Inc., Dept. SOF, New 
York. 1986. 302 pp. $17.95. Re- 
view by Dale Andrade. 

TThE world knows that Colonel Kha- 
daffi has financed most organized in¬ 
ternational terrorist activity. What is 
often forgotten in the furor is the fact 
that Khadaffi could never have done it 
alone. He had the help of sympathetic 
governments, a fragmented and 
apathetic Western alliance and a rogue 
American intelligence agent. 

That one agent may have been sin¬ 
gle-handedly responsible for Khadaf- 
fi’s increasingly bloody acts of terror in 
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TNEBKSONE 


This is the Survival Knife/Kit you’ve been waiting for — made tough, H features a 
big 10 inch 420 stainless steel blade. Sportsman including hunters, fishermen, and 
campers will find “The Big One 


can take it, no matter how tough the task. 


Knifeco P.O. box 527 t, Hialsati 


More than just a knife. 

• 5” inch water tight aiuminum hollow handle. 

• Screw off liquid filled compass. 

• Rugged leather sheath with its own 
sharpening stone. 

• Useful survival kit inside handle feafures 

wire saw; matches, needles, rttrfon line, fishhooks 
and sinkers. 

• Attractive gift box. 


Call toll free for credit card aiders: 

1 - 800 - 231-9279 

SORRY, NO COD ORDERS 


To order by mail, use coupon or sepaials sheet. Mail 
payment or credit card information expiration date, 
cant number and signature. 


. State. 


Name_Phone. 

Address_ 


Knifeco RO. box 5271 , Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 
Please send me: 

□ 1 Survival Knife @ $29.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives @ $57.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify: 

\ □ Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 

' □ Camouflage handle with green sheath and black coated blade. 
Florida residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 dipping and handling. 


Charge my □ MasterCard □ Visa □ American Express 
□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Credit Card Number: 


LJ 1 1 1 1 1 

nil 

. 11 11 111 

Expiration Date; I I 

1 1 1 1 

ID 


Authorized Signature 


SOF 
























BULLY 

STICK 


POSTPAID 


the late 1970s and early 1980s. It 
could even be argued that Libya would 
be hard-pressed to pour forth such a 
volume of terror incidents without the 
help of that one man and his lust for big 
bucks. 

His name is Edwin Wilson and now 
that he is behind bars in the United 
States the incredible tale of his opera¬ 
tion in Libya is coming forth. In his 
book Death Merchant, Joseph C. 
Goulding laid the groundwork for fol¬ 
lowing Wilson’s misdeeds. Unfortu¬ 
nately, Goulding relied too much on 
one source and there are gaps in his 
coverage. 


EAGLE 

SWORD 


“SILVER 

DRAGON” 

BUTTERFLY 

KNIFE 


The NAPOLEON BONA- 
PARTE Eagle Sword Cane 
is the masterpiece of our 
French Collection. From 
handle to sword-tip. one of 
the most beautiful canes 
we have ever seen. Stunn¬ 
ing silverplate eagle head 
is intricately reproduced 
with a jewelers eye for 
detail, perfectly com¬ 
plements the dark brown 
cane shaft. Sword is made 
of high carbon steel, with 
tri-foil design tapering to a 
distinct point. A collector’s 
must! $148.00 


Constructed of 440 
stainless steel, with 4" 
blade, machine tooled venti 
lated finger-grip handies. 
Quick release brass lock. 

5" closed. 


REMOTE LIGHT CONTROL IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND 

Major electronic breakthrough lets this tiny transmitter -(3" long, 8-oz.)- 
turn on lights up to 50 feet away! The ultimate security system. 
Consists of transmitter and two types receivers - wall plug-in and 
socket screw-in. Just attach receiver to light you want to turn on. 
and with a press of the transmitter you’ve got instant remote light 
control. Never enter a darkened house, room, porch, garage, cellar 
again. Ideal security inside and out. Use Power command to turn 
on lights downstairs while you remain upstairs. Use it to turn on 
appliances like your coffee pot while you remain in bed. Works on 
any 125-volt, 150-watt max outlet. 

Power Command sold with one transmitter and one plug-in receiver, 
$40.00 postpaid. Extra transmitters, $14.00 postpaid. Extra receivers 
(plug-in or screw-in) $28.00 postpaid. Batteries included. 


Peter Maas, author of Serpico and 
The Valachi Papers, has written the 
final word on Wilson in a work that 
reads like a Ludlum novel as it leads 
the reader through the maze of clues 
and incidents that finally resulted in the 
arrest of Edwin Wilson. 

The story centers around Larry Bar- 
cella, a young assistant U.S. attorney in 
Washington who developed an obses¬ 
sion with tracking down and prosecut¬ 
ing Wilson. Author Maas uses Barcella 
and his quest for justice as a spring¬ 
board for presenting the reader with 
the details of Wilson’s past. 

Maas employs the same investiga¬ 
tive skills used in his two previous 
books and the result is a riveting tale 
from start to finish; if s hard to believe 
the story is true. But it is and Edwin 
Wilson was tricked out of his sanctuary 
in Tripoli to the Dominican Republic 
where he was extradited to the waiting 
arms of the law in the United States. 
Now he’s behind bars for the next 52 
years. 

Anyone who wants to know the 
whole story of Edwin Wilson’s rela¬ 
tionship with Khadaffi’s Libya should 
pick up Manhunt — you won’t put it 
down until if s done. 


NEW! Bully gave his ail for 
this one. Dried, stretched, 
twisted and varnished, this 
bull part is superior for self 
defense. Hand-wrapped 
handle and strap. Meas¬ 
ures about 16” long and 
weighs about 8-ounces. No 
two alike. Use as a swag¬ 
ger, quick persuader or 
conversation piece. . . 
there’s nothing else like it 
and that’s no bull. $24.00 
each, two for $44,00 
($22.00 each) and four for 
$80.00 ($20.00 each). 


GAS MASKS 

Military surplus $11.77 each 
postpaid. Includes goggles, 
straps and filter. Ideal for 
field & all purpose use. 


28 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 86 






























EAGLE EARS 


i ORbER FROM THE DUTCHMAN TOLL FREE 1-800421-5157 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 
The vanSleek FARFOON'V 


La Sentinelle 
SPRING LOADED 

STEEL 

WHIP 

Compact Security 

6” closed... 

ZAP! 15” coiled 
STEEL protection. 

Our Price 

^ 24.95 postpaid, 
and that includes a FREE 
leather holster. Made 
in France. Handsome black. 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON Is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


FOON 


THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 


AUTHENTIC HAT 


Whisper 


NEWl 'SOUND CUT-OUT* CIRCUIT 


BIONIC EAR $68 


Our price $68 and that includes shipping 
charges. Optional Booster $39.00. Buy the 
COMBO PACK for just $98 
postpaid. Compare our price ana our service. 
Bionic Ears ALWAYS in stock, ready to ship. 


We have the authentic INDIANA JONES ' hat 
Now the adventure can be yours' 

Small 6%*6Vb Large-7%-7V8 
Medium- 7-7 Vb X-Large: 7Vr7*'a 


Booster 


CARL 

MARK 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR ALLOWS 
HANDS FREE USE 

Entire ActionEar DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR built into 
these comfortable earphones. True stereo thanks to TWO 
microphones. Built-in tape jack. Sound shut-off. High- 
quality earphones. Like protective shooters earmuffs but 
so much more. Ideal for low profile situations and when 
hands-free, operation is an absolute. $118.50 postpaid. 


VOLTS! 


POSTPAID 


WOLFS EARS 

I designed for SWAT teams to sweep buildings. I 
Stereo model 1030 $255 Mono model 1020 $165 postpaid 


■ Micro chip technology at 

its best! Improved curved , 

grip design for sure I 

operation. STUN GUN will I 

instantly “scramble” an < 

attacker’s nervous system 
causing immediate — — - 

(temporary) — paralysis! By simply * \ 
touching your attacker anywhere he will * 
drop helpless even through many layers of • ^ 
clothing. But not lethal. i 

CUSTOM DESIGN HOLSTER.$5.00 ■ 

Because your safety may some- i 

day depend upon the current I ^ 

available from the battery that IIW I ^ 
powers your stun gun, you MUST I jy 

equip the Carl Mark with a HU | ^ 
rechargeable 9-vo!t Nickel- I ^ 

Cadmium battery. I ^ 

CHARGER & BATTERY SET. $16jOO - 


The Dutchman 

Dept. 886 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Parig KS 66212 


THE DUTCHMAN PAYS 
ALL SHIPPINC A INSURANCE 


MC/VISA COO Customers 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


AUGUST 86 


SOLDIER or FORTinVE 29 



















MBAT 
EAPONS 


EXPOSITION/86 


September 
19th thru 21st, 
1986, at the 
Sahara Hotel, 

Las Vegas, Nevada 



An International Array of 
Military Hardware and Firepower 

Presenting a 
Focused Marketing Opportunity 


The Combat Weapons Exposition is a very different type of trade 
show, in that you, as a manufacturer or sales representative, can 
display and demonstrate your products. The Combat Weapons 
Exposition will be marketed to military buyers and procurement 
officials worldwide. You can invite your own prospective buyers to 
meet you at the Expo — and show them what your product’s 
capabilities are without the restrictions imposed by structured tests 
and demonstrations sponsored by Government agencies. Your hands 
are free to exploit the true potential of your products. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Call: 

Combat Weapons 
Exposition Manager at 
(303) 449-3750 

Or Write: 

CW Expo Manager 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 











FITS ALL T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING THEM INTO LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLES. YOU MUST HAVE A 16" 
BARREL TO MAKE THEM LEGAL. WE ALSO OFFER BARREL EXTENSIONS TO FIT THE 14” BARREL 
TO MAKE THEM LEGALLY 16”. 


BLACK PLASTIC 


EXTENSION $19.95 


FOREND$12 
GRIP STOCK $45 


FOLDING STOCK $67.95 


±J 


TOP-FOLDING STOCK 



REM 870 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 ■ MOSS 
HI-STANDARD 


10 SHOT MAG EXT $32.00 


MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 



7-SHOT 18”,BRL. 8 SHOT 20” BRL, 


REM 870/1100 
BROWNING A5 
WIN 1200 • S&W 3000 


$22 



FOLDING STOCK FOR 
• .30 CARBINE • 10/22 


NITEX FOLDER 
FOR STAINLESS MINI 

$79.95 


CARBINE STOCK FITS Gl, 
IVER JOHNSON, OR UNIVERSAL 

$67.95 

SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 



^iirniro ' 

$15.95 


REM 870 • ITHACA 37 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 500 
HLSTANDARD 



1V 




AR-15 BUTTSTOCK 
EXTENSION 


$15 


REPLACES FACTORY 
BUTTPLATE AND ADDS 
ONE INCH TO LENGTH 



MINM4- SHOWN 


AVAILABLE FOR MINI-14* 
10 / 22 * 

.30 CARBINE 
(G.l. OR UNIVERSAL) 


ONE PIECE PISTOL GRIP 
STOCK 
$44,95 

MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DU PONT^ ZYTEL 


MINM4 30 RD MAGS BLUED S14.95 STAINLESS $16.95 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 



WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 
REM 870 * S&W 3000 - MOSS 500 
COMES WITH FOREND 
(PLEASE SPECIFY) 


^'1 


AR-15 / M16 
BUn STOCK 

OFFHAND NOTCH 3/4" LONGER $30 

ROUND HANDGUARD S24.95 

NEW CANADIAN ARMY 30-flD ZYTEL MAG S12.95 
TELESCOPING ZYTEL MAG STORE LOADED 20 YEARS 
OR EXPAND TO 45 RDS. S24.95 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 

t:i i .. L.i 


BLACK PLASTIC 
MINI-14 $8 

10/22 $8 

CARBINE STEEL $8 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 



EXTENDED 
BUTT PLATE 


*15 


FITS MIN114-#3 10/22 
AND 44 MAG BiFLE 


ADDS 11NCH TO LENGTH 


1100 SHOWN 


PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 



BENELLI $ 
AND SPAS 
STOCKS 
NOFORENDS 


‘45 


FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 

WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 • MOSS 500-600 
ITHACA 37 • REM 870 
BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SUP 
REM 1100 FOREND-$20 



XR-5000 “STUN GUN” 

40,000 VOLTS OF STUNNING POWER 

YOU OR YOUR WIFE NOW CAN DEFEND YOURSELVES AGAINST 
DRUNKS. PCP USERS. MUGGERS. ANIMALS OR ANY KINO OF OF¬ 
FENDERS WITHOUT DEADLY FORCE AND ALSO LESS LIABILITY RISK. 
A SHORT 2 OR 3 SECOND BLAST WILL DA2E AND DROP EVEN THE 
BIGGEST. STRONGEST ATTACKER (EFFECTIVE EVEN WHEN AN AT- 
TACKER IS WEARING A HEAVY LEATHER JACKET) YET THERE IS NO 
PERMANENT INJURY-GIVING YOU PLENTY OF TIME TO GET AWAY. 


$69.95 Unit WITH FREE NYLON CASE 



YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
rYiiADTCDAAACTCD AT THE SAME TIME - JUST PUT THE RED 

SAI^S DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 

BUCK BALL CAP 

$4.50 EA 22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 (Day only) 

AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS • CARBINES - ASSAULT 
RIFLES • HANDGUNS 


STD $129.90 

UZt $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINM4 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 
FN $209.95 


ARMSON O.E.G. 

FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 


.22 DAY OR NIGHT $99.95 



EAGLE 
RIFLE CASE 

LIGHTWEIGHT AND RELIABLE 

MADE OF 11-OZ. WATER REPELLENT 
CORDURA NYLON. CLOSED CELL FOAM PADDING 
FOR MAXIMUM WATER RESISTANCE AND SHOCK 
ABSORBANCY. REINFORCED, WIDE-WEBBED CARRYING HANDLES. 
LARGE FRONT COVER CARGO AND REAR AMMO POUCHES, HEAVY-DUTY 
“YKK" ZIPPERS- COMES IN BLACK OR WOODLAND CAMP. 

SPECIFY WHICH RIFLE OR STOCK 



-THE FINEST IN TACTICAL EQUIPMENr 

$4.(X) Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 

SEND S2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 

Please Send Money Order or Cashier's Check 
Call for Credit Card Orders For Faster Service 

ORDERS 6 TO 6 MST 
1-800-552-0070 EXT. 543 

QUESTIONS 10-5:30 M-F 
1-505-884-8822 


7201 AVENIOA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
4609 MENAUL NE - ALBUQUERQUE - NM 87110 



































































Automatic scattergun 

In this age of military-looking 
civilian assault rifles, it’s only natural 
that shotguns should get into the act. 
And sure enough, they have. 

The Vietnam War saw the use of 
shotguns on combat ops and their 
results were encouraging enough to 
suggest that they could be used in 
future low-intensity wars. Many 
models have been manufactured, 
but only a few have been seen by 
the general public. Here’s one 
combat shotgun that hopes to make 
it on the civilian market. 

This imported shotgun, called the 
USAS-12, obviously borrows its 
design concept from the Ml6, so 
military shooters should have no 
trouble adopting their combat 
technique to firing it. The Parkerized 
finish and nylon furniture are tough 
and simple to disassemble, even in 
the field. 

Close-range hit probability is high 
— the improved cylinder choke and 
fast recycling time combine to make 
this shotgun effective even in heavy 
brush. The gas-operated recoil 
system keeps felt recoil to a 
minimum, an important 
consideration in a fast-firing 
big-bore. 

The select-fire version pumps out 
a quick 360 rpm from either of the 
two magazines — a 12-round box or 
a 28-round drum. The basic 


package for the USAS-12 comes 
with a sling, cleaning brushes, oil 
bottle and two box magazines, all for 
$695 for the semiauto version and 
$750 for the full-auto. 

Since the USAS-12 hadn’t hit the 
market at press time (it should be 
available by the end of July), it is 


impossible to tell you just how good 
this weapon is, but for more 
information write: Gilbert Equipment 
Company Inc, Dept. SOF, 3300 
Buckeye Rd. NW, Suite 220, 

Atlanta, GA 30341. Phone: (404) 
451-5558. 



Olick survival rifle 

Several rifles have hit the market 
during the last 10 years, but few are 
true to the survival breed. The U.S. 
Air Force first defined and 
developed the survival rifle (carbine) 
after WWII. Civilians got into the act 
with the introduction of the AR-7, 
manufactured by Armalite. (Charter 
later bought the rights and made the 
weapon.) For better or worse, the 
AR-7 remained the small-bore 
weapon of choice, even though it 
had an atrocious trigger and suffered 


from medioctc reliability. 

Now, small-bore fans have a new 
standard by which to judge survival 
rifles. Feather Enterprises 
commissioned Jim Sullivan, the 
designer of the AR-7’s action, to 
improve upon his original design 
and the result is the AT-22 
(Advanced Technology) semiauto 
carbine. 

The AT-22 features a detachable 
17-inch barrel, collapsible stock, 
20-round magazine, oversized 
magazine release, ambidextrous 


safety, rear sight adjustable for 
windage and elevation, hooded front 
sight and a flash hider. Weighing 3V2 
pounds, the AT-22 field-strips in 
seconds with no tools and is 
100-percent made in the USA. The 
improved design also boasts better 
accuracy and reliability to boot. 

Suggested retail price for the 
AT-22 is $219.95. For more 
information write: Feather 
Enterprises, Dept SOF, 2300 
Central Ave., Boulder, CO 80301. ^ 
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GET A STEADY DIET 
OF ACTION LIKE THIS. 

SUDSCRIDE TO SOF. 

/ 

/ 

/ 



Mad Mike Hoare ... Gurl^as ... A Master Sniper 
... Schwarzenegger’s '^ommando” ... Afghan 
Mujahideen ... StakecAts with NYPD ... Ranger 
Jumps ... Arab Terrorists ... Legionnaires. 



What a cast of characters, what action! And that’s 
just our last 5 issues! Where else on the face of the 
earth can you experience the exploits of Soldiers of 
Fortune like these? SOF is your only source. 

COMING UP? Libya’s secret war against biack Africa ... 
Merc muck-up in East Africa ... Guerrilla movements of 
Soiith America ... America’s war on terrorism ... 
Red China’s military posture. 


S 


DON’T MISS ANY OF IT! 

SUBSCRIBE 
j NOW AND SAVE! 




USE THE CARD. ACT TODAY! 


/ Don’t show up at 
your newsstand 
and find SOF soid 
out. Get all of SOF ... like 
clockwork ... delivered to your 
door or office and save money 
over the newsstand price 
while you’re at it. 

SAVE OVER $11 FOR 1 
YEAR; OVER $27 FOR 2 
YEARS! Get our Money-Back 
Guarantee, too. 


You won’t find SOF’s kind of 
action anywhere else. You know 
it. We know it. Save money ... 
Never miss an issue ... 
Subscribe to SOF NOW! 
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CLOSED 

CIRCUIT 

DTVEVG 

Undetectable Underwater Ops 


by John Donovan 


I T’S only been 70 years since the inven¬ 
tion of the self-contained underwater 
breathing unit (scuba) brought the undersea 
world into the realm of infantry operations. 
World War II saw the use of scuba by 
Underwater Demolitions Teams (UDT) in 
ops against shoreline obstacles in paving the 
way for a beach-landing invasion force. 
Since those early days, warriors beneath the 
waves have had one big problem: Exhaled 
air would boil to the surface in great clouds 
of bubbles, often giving away their posi¬ 
tions. Now there’s a new bubble-less design 
for underwater breathing equipment that 
takes care of the problem. 

CaUed the Interspiro Oxydive, this new 
closed circuit setup functions by taking the 
exhaled air, passing it through a chemical 
scrubber to remove carbon dioxide and 
adding oxygen to make up for that used by 
the diver. Although simple at first glance, 
coming up with a viable way to make the 
system work proved to be a complex task. 

Part of the problem arises from the com¬ 
plexity and delicacy of the system. While 
early bubble-less systems were better than 
standard scuba equipment for covert ops, 
advantages have always been weighed 
against increased problems of field support, 
complexity of maintenance, user training 
and reliability. In forward areas these prob¬ 
lems were often overwhelming, leading to a 
reluctance to employ closed circuit systems. 

The biggest shortcoming of previous 
closed circuit units has been that of regulat¬ 
ing oxygen dosage. A diver’s oxygen needs 
vary with his worldoad and exertion rate and 
the duration of the unit is a function of both 
the initial oxygen supply and how fast it is 


consumed. A diver’s needs can vary from as 
little as 0.3 liters per minute to as much as 4 
liters per minute for a short duration, heavy 
workload. With the introduction of the In¬ 
terspiro Oxydive these obstacles were over¬ 
come. 

No previous closed circuit underwater 
breathing units have been able to accommo¬ 
date the large variation in oxygen use rate 
and have settled for a fixed flow rate—not a 
desirable feature for combat divers. If a 
moderate dosage is chosen, then the diver at 
low exertion rates is losing dive duration, 
while at high exertion rates he is not receiv¬ 
ing enough oxygen. Interspiro has de¬ 
veloped a mechanism that allows the diver 
to adjust his oxygen dosage rate to compen¬ 
sate for an increase or decrease of his work¬ 
load or exertion rate. 

The oxygen bottle has a capacity of 1.5 
liters, a charging pressure of 3,000 psi and 
gives a duration of three hours at a con¬ 
sumption rate of 1.5 liters per minute. 

The absorber unit, or “scrubber, ’ ’ and its 
cartridge are designed in such a manner that 
refilling with soda lime is simple and fast. 
With this simple approach it is now practical 
for missions of extended length to drybag 
and cany extra oxygen cylinders and pre¬ 
packaged absorber refills to change on the 
return swim. 

The Interspiro Oxydiver combined with 
the Viking Diving Equipment “Combat 
Swimmer” variable volume dry suit in¬ 
creases mission flexibility beyond the point 
normally considered by underwater ops per¬ 
sonnel. Several NATO countries, including 
Norway and West Germany, agree that the 
Oxydive system is the best on the market 



ABOVE: Front view of the oxygen bottle 
and scrubber. Photo: Bill Stojack 

BELOW AND BOTTOM: Complete 
Oxydive system is compact and lightweight: 
perfect for underwater ops. Photo: Bill 
Stojack 



and have already adopted this combination 
of equipment. 

The U.S. military has gotten into the act 
as well: Operational testing and evaluation 
by the Army Special Forces, the Naval Ex¬ 
perimental Diving Unit and several other 
U.S. specialized units has led to a recom¬ 
mendation for procurement of the system in 
the near future. If you want to get more 
information on this revolutionary system, 
write to: Interspiro, Dept. SOF, 11 Business 
Park Dr., Branford, CN 06405. Phone: 
(203) 481-3899. And you better do it fast 
before the classified stamp descends, put¬ 
ting a lid on inquiries and articles. ^ 
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T en Soviet soldiers walked into the kill 
zone. Since they all died in fire erupting 
from captured AKs, the Afghans had time to 
strip their bodies. A peculiar pistol was 
among the first trophies claimed. 

These mujahideen of the Jamiat Islami 
organization had recovered a small silenced 
pistol from the body of a man who appeared 
to be a Spetsnaz trooper. Turned over to 
Afghan resistance officers, the pistol came 
into the possession of Ahmadshah Mas- 
soud, the mujahid commander famous for 
his courageous defenses of the Panjsher 
Valley. 

When free-lance writer/photographer 
John Lloyd Stephens saw the silenced pistol 
in Peshawar, he had no weighing and 
measuring equipment in his camera bag. So 
he did the next best thing, photographing 
the weapon in assembled and stripped con¬ 
ditions. No facilities were available for test¬ 
firing. 

From the photographs, the sound- 
suppressed pistol is a Makarov {Pistole 
Makarov or PM) variant. It appears to fire 
the standard 9x18mm ComBloc pistol 
round from the standard PM magazine. The 
P6 (as Western intelligence sources say it k 
designated) is a double-action, blowback- 
operated, self-loading pistol. Superficially 
it would be easy to guess that the P6 is a 
cut-down PM with an integral silencer. But 
the pistol represented in Stephens’ photo¬ 
graphs gives every evidence of being a new 
model of the PM, specially designed for its 
purpose and in full industrial production. 

The frame of the P6 is elongated in front 
of the trigger guard to form an attachment 
for the suppressor. Since simply cutting 
away the front half of the PM’s slide to 
accommodate the suppressor tube would in¬ 
crease the slide’s velocity in recoil — possi¬ 
bly affecting accuracy, increasing wear and 
even allowing premature extraction before 
gas pressure has dropped — designers have, 
modified the slide with heavy, thickened 
rails which protrude from the lower front of 
what is left of the P6’s slide. This probably 
adds enough weight to the cut-down slide to 
regularize performance, but only with some 
gas escape from ports cut into the barrel. 

For efficiency and compactness, the 
sound-suppressing system begins 20mm 
from the chamber. At that point, four twist¬ 
ing rows of five 3.5mm gas ports begin 
marching down the barrel, allowing gases to 
move directly from the barrel into the 
screen-filled suppressor tube. Combustion 
gases leaving the bairel so early in the igni¬ 
tion cycle must drop the muzzle velocity of 
the projectile by as much as 50 meters per 
second (mps). 

Not only does the ported-barrel design 
limit the size of the P6, it also allows nor¬ 
mal-velocity 9x18mm ammo to be used at 
any altitude or temperature while keeping 
the bullet’s speed well under the sound bar¬ 
rier. At sea level and normal temperatures 
the Makarov bullet will leave the barrel at 
about 340 mps, Given the possible increases 
in velocity from increase in temperature or 
altitude, 9x18mm could go trans-sonic. Gas 



RIGHT: Nothing fancy, but it probably 

- works. Aside from modifications required to 

SOF WEAPONS accommodate the suppressor tube, the P6 

- adds only a slide lock to the basic PM 

design. Photo: John Lloyd Stephens 

MUZZLED 

MAKAROV 

Soviets’ New Quiet Killer 
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SILENCED MAKAROV CONVERSION 


P6 

PM 

Cartridge: 

9xl8inm 

9x18mm 

Operation: 

blowback, manually locked 

blowback 

Magazine: 

eight-round box 

eight-round box 

Weight: 

unknown 

660 grams 

Overall length: 

195mm 

160mm 

Overall height: 

140mm 

140mm 

Suppressor length: 

86inm 

none 

Suppressor diameter: 

39mm 

none 

Mu^e velocity: 

All P6 data is approkin^ 

290 mps 

340 mps 


LEFT: Based on the Pistole Makarov, the 
Soviet Union’s latest assassination weapon, 
designated the P6, appears to be in fuU 
production and issue. Photo: John Lloyd 
Stephens 

ports probably reduce the functional muzzle 
velocity below 300 mps, over 100 mps 
slower than the speed of sound. There is no 
chance that a sonic crack could be produced 
by this pistol, and it is probably very quiet. 

The built-on sound suppressor is an un¬ 
baffled tube without wipes, filled with a 
screen-wire roll. Although Stephens didn’t 
record disassembly procedure, he observed 
that the pistol and integral suppressor were 
easily broken down, and the suppressor was 
obviously easy to maintain in the field. 

Another important modification of the 
PM in its transformation into the P6 is a 
slide lock. The molded semicircle in the 
upper part of the grip’s right side probably 
allows the slide lock to protrude for opera¬ 
tion with the thumb of the right hand. lack¬ 
ing the slide in the breech-closed, forward 
position directs all ignition gases through 
the barrel and the suppressor; and virtually 
eliminates mechanical noise when the pistol 
is fired. 

The MP has been much modified to adapt 
it for its new role as an assassin’s weapon, 
and most of the work appears to have been 
done the right way. Unfortunately, SOF has 
no means to test the pistol, so we can’t make 
any empirical statements on performance or 
accuracy. Without test-firing, we still can 
say that the Soviets have made some effort 
to keep the sights zeroed. The rear sight of 
the P6 has been raised to a full 10mm to 
level it with the front sight placed on the 
elevated top surface of the suppressor tube. 

The P6 is a solid example of a sound- 
suppressed pistol designed around century- 
old ideas. Tliere are no observed innova¬ 
tions, nor is existing technology cleverly 
assembled to solve a difficult problem. The 
P6 is probably quiet enough, accurate 
enough, lethal enough and cheap enough to 
satisfy Soviet plaimers. 

The only really interesting thing about 
this pistol is that it is being produced in 
military issue quantities. SOF Soviet 
analyst David Isby relates that friendly in¬ 
telligence organizations have obtained test 
samples of the P6. More interestingly, Isby 
reports that Afghan resistance forces in the 
Kunar Valley have captured several P6 pis¬ 
tols in combat actions over the last couple of 
years. 

Apparently the Soviet military sees a 
need for a mass-produced, sound- 
suppressed compact pistol. It is significant 
that this assassin’s weapon is in issue and in 
use with the Soviet army’s front-line units. 
Is it possible that since the Soviet Union 
executes much of its foreign policy strategy 
through client-state terrorism that they have 
adopted similar terroristic tactics in war? 
The development of Spetsnaz formations 
and the production of the P6 may point in 
that direction. ^ 
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SOF INTERVIEW 


CULBUDIN 

HEKMATYAR 

Holy Warrior Pleads His Case 

by David Segal 



R elevance to the real world is not 
one of the strong suits in games played 
at the United Nations, so the news hardly 
seemed journalistically earthshaking. Yet 
the Afghan mujahid contact who phoned 
late on an October Monday evening was 
excited. Gulbudin Hekmatyar and the lead¬ 
ers of six other Afghan anti-Soviet groups 
were in New York, the caller said. The 
coalition delegation — calling themselves 
the Itehadi Islami Mujahideen-I-Afghani¬ 
stan (Islamic Unity of Afghan Mujahideen) 
— was demanding Afghanistan’s U.N. 
seat, now held by the Soviet puppet govern¬ 
ment. 

The success of such a quest was remote at 
best. But imagining the spectacle that must 
have unfolded in the cavernous U.N. 
General Assembly chamber seemed oddly 
amusing. Fierce Gilzais, Hassanzais, Yus- 
sufzais and Afridis: holy warriors, trying to 
fathom the moral cowardice so fashionable 
in the Cave of the Winds. 

Yet it is important that all seven major 
mujahideen leaders, commanding some 
300,000 fighters, put aside differences to 
present a united front in New York. That 


Hekmatyar, left, and Segal meet in New 
York. 

fact received almost no attention in the U.S. 
print media. 

More curious still was the apparent atti¬ 
tude of the State Department, The U.S, 
government ignored the presence of seven 
leaders of the Afghan freedom fighters it 
usually extols. If anything, it seemed that 
Foggy Bottom bureaucrats did their dead- 
level best during the Afghans’ week-long 
visit to pretend that the mujahideen do not 
exist. One plausible explanation was the 
then-imminent U.S./Soviet summit in 
Geneva, and the possibility that the Depart¬ 
ment was anxious not to insult our adversar¬ 
ies. Then our diplomats may not have been 
happy with a demand by the Afghan free¬ 
dom fighters that the United States put its 
actions where its mouth is and recognize the 
mujahideen as the legitimate government of 
Afghanistan. 

The seven leaders in the Islamic Unity 
delegation included Gulbudin Hekmatyar, 
representing the Hizbe Islami (Islamic Par¬ 
ty), the largest mujahideen group. Also 


attending were Dr. Azizullah Ludin of 
Harakat Inquilabi Islami Afghanistan (Is¬ 
lamic Revolutionary Movement of Afghan¬ 
istan), and Sididiq Saljoq from Mahazi Mili 
Islami (National Islamic Front). Then there 
was Abdul Raheem of Jamiat Islami (Islam¬ 
ic Society), Ahmad Shah Massoud, the 
famed “Lion of the Panjsher’’; Din 
Mohammed of the break-off MawlawiKha- 
iis faction of Hizbe Islami; Zmarak Yasir of 
Ittihadi Islami Baraye Azadi Afghanistan 
(Islamic Union for a Free Afghanistan); and 
Dr. Zabibhullah Mojaddidi from Jabhi Mili 
Najate Afghanistan (Afghan National Lib¬ 
eration Front). 

Hizbe Islami leader Gulbudin Hekmat¬ 
yar, a prominent figure in Afghanistan’s 
national and religious revival since his stu¬ 
dent activities in the mid-1960s, was the 
delegation’s official spokesman. After 
making arrangements with the mujahideen, 
I flew off to interview him for Soldier of 
Fortune. 

Hekmatyar’s English was quite good — a 
whole lot better than my Farsi — and the 
interpreter was needed only twice in over 45 
minutes. Below is an edited text of the inter¬ 
view: 

SOF: Is the the main purpose of your visit 
to get Afghanistan’s seat in the United Na¬ 
tions for the mujahideen? 

Hekmatyar: Actually, we have come 
here as the sole representatives of the people 
of Afghanistan to show the United Nations 
and the world the true situation in our home¬ 
land. We want to gather support for our 
cause among the American people. Of 
course we want Afghanistan’s seat in the 
United Nations since we are the real repre¬ 
sentatives of the Afghan people. 

A majority of the General Assembly has 
several times condemned the Soviet inva¬ 
sion and occupation of my country. How 
can they recognize a delegate from the gov¬ 
ernment that was imposed on us by foreign 

Continued on page 125 
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OPERAT 


fire teams will be able to engage the enemy 
and kill him, for the most part unassisted. 
Training will be patterned ^ter SAS coun¬ 
terinsurgency ops in Rhodesia, where a very 
similar tactical situation existed.** 

Jordan got his first taste of guerrilla war¬ 
fare in Vietnam, but it was with the Special 
Air Service in Rhodesia, where he rose from 
trooper to a major commanding a squadron, 
and later as an officer in the South African 
Defence Force, that he developed his bush- 
craft knowledge into a fine art. The S-3 and 
CO said they were anxious to see if this 
concept would work with their men. The 
CO said our students would be hand-picked 
from ARCE’s five line companies. He 
added with a wink that company COs would 
be told for the time being that we were 
teaching an infiltration course. Othen^dse, 
they might be reluctant to volunteer their 
best men. 


ABOVE: On patrol in Morazan, an Arce 
trooper pauses to scan the bush. 

RIGHT: Arce sergeant helps civic action 
team dispense medicine in remote village. 

If our program proved successful, the 
platoon we trained would form the nucleus 
of a recon company, the CO said. That 
decision had been approved by the com¬ 
mand at the Estado Mayor. Our reputations 
were on the line. As Arce’s CO explained 
his plans for the new unit, we looked at each 
other, both thinking of all the red tape 
they *d go through in the U. S. Army for such 
a TO&E change. 

‘ ‘One other thing, * ’ the battalion CO told 
us. “The battalion is due to start an opera¬ 
tion up in Morazan. Most of the soldiers I 
have in mind for your course are assigned to 
Operation Carlos. They won’t be able to 


SOF EL SALVADOR 

SOF On 
Patrol 
with the 
Arce 
Battalion 

Text & Photos by 
Bob Jordan & Karl Klein 


S AN Miguel changes very little, and then 
only slowly. But as towns go in El Sal¬ 
vador and throughout Central America, the 
provincial capital of San Miguel Province 
— located about 10.5 klicks northeast of a 
large volcano of the same name — is a big 
town, despite the village atmosphere. The 
fortified headquarters of the Arce Immedi¬ 
ate Reaction Battalion is located there. 
We’d worked there before, so our midmom- 
ing arrival after flying into San Salvador late 
the night before was a bit like a homecom¬ 
ing. A few friends from the Salvadoran 
Army greeted us. 

Our mission? Through an agreement 
approved by the Estado Mayor, we were to 
train a 30-man platoon of hand-picked in¬ 
fantrymen organized into six squads, all to 
operate as independent fire team patrols, 
liiey should be able to conduct extended 
counterinsurgency missions against com¬ 
munist guerrillas operating in small, highly 
mobile bands. In short, we planned to teach 
our students to take the war right into the 
enemy’s backyard and put him in a defen¬ 
sive, survival posture, not allowing him the 
time to act offensively. 

We met with the battalion CO and his 
training and operations chief, a Major 
Equizabal, to go over our plan. The S-3 was 
quick to point out that air and heavy fire 
support assets were very limited. ‘ ‘If a small 
patrol locates the enemy, it is not simply a 
matter of calling in an air strike,” Equizabal 
said. 

In his clipped, faintly Rhodesian accent, 
Jordan acknowledged the problem, “We 
know you don’t have the available resources 
to just call for arty or close-air support any 
time you want it,” he said. ‘ ‘But the type of 
small patrol operations we have in mind are 
not just for reconnaissance. They are for 
combat. Once they locate the enemy, these 
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participate until they return from Morazan. 
So why don’t you go with us to the field?” 

We accepted immediately. Our presence 
on a combat op would serve several pur¬ 
poses. We could observe the men in action, 
allowing us to assess their proficiency in 
different skills. In this way we could con¬ 
centrate on areas of need and spend less time 
on subjects in which they were already 
accomplished. Thus we would avoid wast¬ 
ing limited time in the few weeks available 
to us. 

The S-3 gave us a sideways glance and an 
impish smile as we left the CO’s office to 
draw our gear. “You will like Morazan,” 
he said quietly. 

As in most foreign armies, officers 
assigned to the headquarters element do not 
carry their own heavy gear on field opera¬ 
tions. This is taken care of by enlisted per¬ 
sonnel specifically assigned for that and 
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other administrative/logistical tasks. We 
decided it would look better to the men 
whom we would later train, however, if we 
carried our own gear. Each of us drew 350 
rounds of ammo, an M16A1 rifle, grenades 
and a one-liter IV solution kit and other 
available personal medical supplies to aug¬ 
ment what we’d brought down from the 
States. We also got jungle hammocks, two 
days of rations and three liters of water. 
Even then, our patrol kit did not weigh as 
much as those usually carried on LRRP ops 
in Vietnam. 

We worked until about midnight cleaning 
our weapons and organizing our gear. We 
were instructed to show up at the cuartel no 
later than 0430. We set an alarm for 0400. 
At precisely 0300, a trooper already dressed 
in full combat gear rapped sharply on the 
metal door of our barracks room. Klein 
groggily opened it to see the trooper stand¬ 
ing stiffly at attention. First call, he advised 
in precise Spanish. Klein thanked him, 
closed the door, flipped out the lights and 
rolled over for another hour’s sleep. 

The resounding metallic rap-rap-rap 
echoed again on the concrete walls. Klein 
turned on the lights and opened the door 
again. There stood the same trooper, still at 
attention, politely but more firmly advising 
us that the lights must be on and everyone— 
everyone — must be awake. 

We fell out of our racks, policed up our 
gear and headed for the parade deck. After 
waiting in the courtyard for perhaps an 
hour, everyone mounted up on seven troop 
trucks with the canvas tops removed. Ruck¬ 
sacks and crew-served weapons were posi¬ 
tioned near the center of the truck bed, while 
troops lined up standing on either side, fac¬ 
ing outward with their rifles at the ready. 


ABOVE: A weary soldier with a wounded 
hand rests in front of wall painted by 
Marxist guerrillas. 

RIGHT: Under Jordan’s watchful eye, 

Salvo troopers fortify a hilltop position deep 
in guerrilla-held territory. 

The big diesel trucks lurched by the sentries 
and through the front gate. 

Several kilometers west of San Miguel, 
the convoy turned off the paved highway 
north onto a dirt road. Dust quickly made 
the clear morning coolness less pleasant. 
We wrapped OD muslin triangle bandages 
around our mouths and noses for protection. 
The eastern sky showed a band of light pink, 
dimly outlining the closest line of hills. 
Truck engines began to labor against steeper 
grades, grumbling as drivers dropped them 
into lower and lower gears. We were headed 
north into Morazan. 

Morazan Province is important to the Sal¬ 
vadoran government and to the Marxist 
guerrillas fighting under the umbrella or¬ 
ganization of the FMLN ... important for 
three reasons. First, it’s located on El Salva¬ 
dor’s northeast border next to Honduras. Its 
inaccessible proximity to the frontier makes 
it an easy infiltration area and resupply route 
for insurgents. Second, the rugged moun¬ 
tain terrain is suitable for insurgency opera¬ 
tions aimed at destabilizing the duly elected 
government of President Duarte. TTiird, the 
area is economically desirable because of its 
vast and largely untapped wealth in natural 
resources, primarily timber. 

The province had an excellent hard- 
surface road system. But it has fallen into 
disrepair from lack of use. It isn’t used 
because of land mines and ambushes set by 


the conununist guerrillas, who seek to deny 
residents transportation arteries which can 
be used for self-sustaining commerce and 
communication with the outside world. So 
we stuck to dirt roads. 

We reached our drop-off point in the tiny 
settlement of Carolina about midmoming. 
Operation Carlos officially got underway as 
we strapped on our gear. We were to sweep 
in a northeasterly direction toward Perquin, 
our objective. The farming town, once a 
vibrant market hub, now was a guerrilla 
stronghold, largely deserted by its civilian 
citizens. Our mission was to reach Perquin 
and provide whatever inhabitants we could 
find with medical and other assistance. 

The companies deployed in a traditional 
maneuver formation, two forward and one 
back, with the Command Group roughly in 
the center. After waiting for the forward 
elements to deploy their formations, we 
took off at what we thought was a forced- 
march pace. We figured this would slow 
some after we put a little distance between 
us and our departure point. No dice. It was 
to be the regular pace for the next eight 
days. 
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The straight-line distance from Carolina 
to Perquin is about 20 klicks. But the trail 
winds up and down, round and round, up 
and over hills ranging between 300 and 
1,300 meters. As we knew before we left 
the cuartel, this was going to be a long, hard 
walk. 

A little over an hour passed. There was a 
muffled explosion ahead, off on one flank. 
“M/na, ” mumbled one old spldier under 
his breath. A mine, “ffendo, ” came the 
radio message. Wounded. The Command 
Group double-timed ahead. 

It was a homemade job, but no less effec¬ 
tive. The trooper, about 17, lay on his back, 
already medicated, intently watching saline 
solution drip into the tube stuck in his arm. 
The front half of his left boot was missing. 
Klein counted 20 bloody holes in the right 
leg. A jagged gash ripped across the top of 
the leg into the groin area. The S-3 already 
was on the radio, calling for a medevac. A 
dustoff was on the way, he told the young 
casualty. 

About an hour after resuming our march, 
another mine exploded. We radioed ahead, 
expecting to have to call for another heli¬ 
copter. But the point elements had im¬ 
pounded an emaciated farm horse that had 
strayed into the hills. The horse was herded 
on the trail ahead of them. The poor animal 
was buzzard bait now, but it had saved a 
Salvadoran trooper from being seriously 
wounded and possibly killed. 

Following mountain trails in Morazan is 
an unfortunate necessity. They are the only 
means of rapid passage through overgrown 
and rough terrain. Like Vietnam, overland 
movement through the bush is possible for a 
small, carefully moving recon patrol. For a 


A Huey prepares to drop off more supplies 
and ammo for long-range patrol operation. 

battalion-sized sweep, however, it is out of 
the question. 

We plodded ever onward and upward, 
soaked in sweat. As late afternoon ap¬ 
proached, one soldier pointed out to Klein a 
sheer cliff about 1,000 feet above them, 
saying something in Spanish that Klein, a 
Green Beret and Vietnam veteran, did not 
fully understand. He soon began to get the 
picture, though, as the column huffed and 
chuffed its way up a steep ridge line to the 
top of the cliff to establish a night defensive 
position (NDP). 

After a quick dinner of canned beans and 
com enchiladas, and with their water ration 
getting low, Klein and Jordan fell into their 
hammocks and soon were asleep. 

The march continued at first light, mainly 
still uphill. We stopped briefly at a farm¬ 
house to refill our canteens. The sweep then 
continued until 0930, when another dustoff 
was requested. We went forward to see 
why. We’d heard no mine explosion or 
sm^l-arms fire. 

A trooper had passed out in the ranks with 
a raging fever. The S-3 said the field medics 
suspected cholera or typhus. Despite the 
spe^ with which the medevac arrived, we 
heard later that the young soldier was DOA 
at the battalion aid station. His body was 
quarantined for autopsy. Then the chilling 
word came back to us in the field. 

Meningitis. Bacterial meningitis. By 
then another trooper had collapsed. He died 
before the helicopter arrived. By the second 
dustoff of that day, though, three more sol¬ 
diers had collapsed. All four were flown 


back to San Miguel. 

In the next couple of days, as we 
approached the virtu^ly abandoned village 
of Terola, moving closer to Perquin, spo¬ 
radic firefights to our front and on both 
flanks continued throughout the morning. 
Once a prosperous village, Terola was now 
a guerrilla stronghold. The Gs had left hur¬ 
riedly as our lead companies closed in. Der¬ 
elict buildings with slogan-painted walls 
and perhaps 30 nervous villagers were all 
that remained. The Command Group 
moved in and set up at 1130 hours. Patrols 
were inunediately sent out to search the 
surrounding bush. 

Just before noon, the now familiar sound 
of an AP mine explosion came rolling down 
from a hill overlooking Terola. Without 
really thinking, everyone in the CP knew 
another trooper would need a medevac. But 
then we paid more attention. Unlike most 
mine explosions, this one was quickly fol¬ 
lowed by a growing fusilade of rifle and 
machine gun fire and the thud of grenades. 
A firefight. 

The smoke and dust was visible from the 
CP, up a hill about a klick away. But we 
couldn’t raise the patrol on the radio. The 
patrol commander apparently was too busy 
to answer. Five minutes passed. The smat¬ 
tering of gunfire began to die in fits and 
starts, then stopped. Our radio crackled. It 
was the patrol commander. 

“We have two wounded, one from a 
mine and another with gunshot wounds in 
the legs,” he reported. “Medevac urgently 
needed. Enemy casualties are unknown, but 
blood was found in their position. They 
opened their ambush as the mine went off. 
More details to follow.” 
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Those details only confirmed that another 
quick, typical counterinsurgency-type ac¬ 
tion had occurred. Nothing dramatic or con¬ 
clusive, just a few more wounded soldiers 
and guenillas, some ammunition expended 
and a few square yards of countryside tem¬ 
porarily changing control. El Salvador's 
Morazan Province has seen countless such 
incidents and no doubt will see as many 
more before the communist insurgents are 
defeated. 

Back in Terola, the battalion’s S-2 and 
S-3 officers began preliminary work to 
organize a civilian action program, some¬ 
thing that gets very little press in the United 
States, but which helps El Salvador’s rural 
poor nonetheless. It was apparent that life 
under the guerrillas had not exactly been the 
workers* paradise about which their prop¬ 
aganda officers loved to lecture. We made a 
few informal speeches, dispensed some free 
medical treatment to those in need and the 
obviously worn-out villagers plodded back 
to their hovels. 

Area patrols continued the remainder of 
the day, but failed to turn up anything of 
significance. The faint boom and clatter of 
distant air strikes and fiiefights reached us, 
but Terola remained quiet throughout the 
night. Early the next morning, 3 February, a 
helicopter resupplied us with rations and 
ammo. We packed up and hit the trail about 
1000 hours, headed upward into the rugged 


TOP: DustofT: Huey makes brief landing to 
evacuate more wounded. 

ABOVE: Buddies work to stabilize a 
wounded soldier loaded on a Huey for 
medevac. 

hills along a trail mainly suitable for moun¬ 
tain goats. Although the Command Group 
had no direct contact with the enemy, the 
occasional sputter of gunfire from our point 
and flank companies, as well as a firefight 
involving the Ponce Battalion deployed east 
of our position, reminded us that the Gs 
were very close. 

The reveries of our long march quickly 


vanished in a charge of adrenalin as we 
walked right into a recently abandoned 
guerrilla base about 1300. Its location and 
layout—low shelters hidden in thick brush, 
shallow foxholes and still-warm cooking 
pits — reminded Jordan of other times. The 
scene easily could be Vietnam or Rhodesia. 
But it is El Salvador, 1986. Appearances 
indicated about 50 inhabitants had un-assed 
the area a day or so before our arrival. We 
ransacked the place for intel, then torched 
it, a welcome respite from our hard uphill 
walk. 

But too soon, we were on the road again. 
Jordan lapsed into his plodding rhythm 
again, his mind wandering, eventually onto 
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some old soldier’s doggerel: The grand old 
Duke of York, He had 10 thousand wen; He 
marched them to the top of the hill. Then he 
marched them down again. 

The old duke no doubt would have loved 
Morazan Province. The geography there 
would keep him (or more properly, his men) 
busy for years and years. In several days of 
firefights, civic action programs and the 
destruction of enemy camps — always on 
the move — we climbed only a few of the 
thousands of hills and mountains in the re¬ 
gion. Even the Salvo troopies, widely re¬ 
garded for their marching stamina, began to 
show signs of fatigue. 

‘Tt was mainly pride that kept me 
going,” Jordan later acknowledged, “that 
and a healthy respect for what might happen 
to a gringo alone in these unfriendly hills if 
he got left behind.” 

The next two days were grueling ones: 
walking, walking, occasional brief enemy 
contact, stopping to bum abandoned guer¬ 
rilla camps; walking, walking, regularly 
radioing for the evacuation of mine victims, 
our slow progress further complicated by a 
growing number of meningitis cases in the 
ranks. Finally one morning the Arce Battal¬ 
ion reached our objective, a sizable ville 
called Perquin. We fell out for a breather. 
Our relief was tempered with caution. 

The FMLN had touted Perquin as one of 
their “liberated” towns. “Liberated” in 


communist guerrilla parlance meant that 
Perquin — like Terola — was in an ad¬ 
vanced state of decay. 

Perquin’s once-thriving lumber industry 
now can’t even turn out toothpicks because 
communist insurgents destroyed electrical 
lines bringing power to the region. A once 
profitable agricultural region is now made 
up of scattered farms which barely feed the 
families that till the soil. Roads are unsafe 
for travel because of guerrilla mines and 
ambushes. But even with electricity and 
good transportation, there’s no place to sell 
goods because free markets in places like 
Perquin and Terola have disappeared in a 
guerrilla-imposed Marxist economy. Most 
civilian doctors left, intimidated by the Gs 
and their mistrust of professionals as “rich 
intellectuals.” The few surplus crops pro¬ 
duced are confiscated by the guerrillas 
along with any money the villagers manage 
to make, stolen from them by the Gs as 
“war taxes,” 

Small wonder the 300 or so die-hards 
who refused to leave Perquin were happy to 
see us. Some even acted festive when they 
learned that a field medical clinic would be 
set up the following day. But what really 
struck a tender note in the midst of such 
destruction and deprivation was their gener¬ 
osity toward the soldiers. As the weary 
grunts began preparing field rations, they 
were offered tortillas and fruit from the 
villagers’ meager cupboards. When the 
government has enough troops to garrison 
far-flung towns like Perquin, they will be 
welcomed. 

A surprise was in store for the villagers: 
Gallons and gallons of paint and many 
brushes were delivered by helicopter. We 
passed them out to villagers, who before we 
finally left had painted almost every build¬ 
ing, including all the walls with anti- 
government and Marxist slogans. A fairly 
complete census was taken and one of the 
Arce commanders chatted informally with a 
few town leaders about Perquin’s inunedi- 
ate problems and some short- and long-term 
solutions. 

That night was a blessedly quiet one. The 
morning stillness went uninterrupted until 
the dusty arrival of several Huey helicopters 
bearing equipment, supplies and several of 
the government’s civic action specialists, 
including doctors, nurses and sanitation ex¬ 
perts. Also arriving later in the morning 
were other personnel associated with Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune, including the magazine’s 
contributing editor for paramedic opera¬ 
tions, Dr. John Peters, and Tom Reisinger, 
a former Green Beret paramedic in Vietnam 
and president of Refugee Relief Internation¬ 
al Inc. 

A public address system was set up as the 
villagers and other campesinos from out¬ 
lying farms began to organize into groups. 
Music and an occasional speech provided a 
backdrop as folks lined up for medical ex¬ 
aminations, treatment and medicine. An 
easy, relaxed atmosphere — almost carni¬ 
val — pervaded the town square as locals 
visited with each other without fear and 


provided for long-neglected needs. 

Jordan was taking down some of this 
local color in his notebook, his mind drift¬ 
ing back over the last few days of the 
arduous march, when his body reflexes took 
over uncontrollably. The notebook and pen 
flew from his hands at the explosion of the 
first incoming mortar round as the combat 
vet dove for cover. 

Not until he was safe behind a wall did his 
mind take over again. He glanced cautious¬ 
ly over the wall to assess the situation. The 
enemy fire apparently was ineffectual, pass¬ 
ing overhead and falling outside the village 
perimeter. 

But the noise level increased a notch or 
two as our guys cranked up the return fire. 
The Gs reverted to small arms, apparently 
beginning to fall back. The attack was more 
of an annoyance than a real threat. After 
about 10 minutes obviously bored villagers, 
who’d seen much worse, emerged from 
their hiding places and congregated in the 
village church. Government troops moved 
out to pursue the communist insurgents. As 
gunfire drew farther away, someone picked 
up the PA microphone and began shouting 
taunts at the guerrillas as the pop and sputter 
of automatic weapons fire faded into the 
hills. 

By then, the lines had formed again and 
the civic action program resumed as if noth¬ 
ing had happened. Locals began chatting 
again, barely mentioning the incident ex¬ 
cept to joke about the Gs being eager to 
upset the government’s good works and 
being mad because they were unable to do 
so. Before we left, every single civilian 
received a medical exam and necessary 
treatment. Our coming was welcomed, 
although it indirectly was a collective re¬ 
minder to Perquin’s citizens of how miser¬ 
able their standard of living had become 
under domination by the FMLN. Their 
happiness was tempered by the knowledge 
that the guerrillas would reoccupy Perquin 
within hours of our departure. But their 
hopes no doubt were buoyed by the thought 
that the government troops obviously could 
come back into Perquin whenever they 
wanted. Surely they wished for that return 
to be sooner rather tl^ later. 

As we formed up one morning at the edge 
of town for the long march back to where 
trucks could safely retrieve us, Jordan asked 
Arce’s S-3 about the status of meningitis 
cases in the ranks. “ So far there are 24,” he 
said, “but some cases may be malaria.” 

We were thankful to reach Arce’s bar¬ 
racks without further enemy contact or mine 
explosions. The down side of being home 
was 35 confirmed cases of meningitis, three 
of them fatal. Instead of leave, the entire 
battalion faced quarantine to their quarters 
until the disease had run its course. After a 
few days, however, they were released for 
garrison duty and in some lucky cases R&R. 

But our job — to train fire-team patrols 
— was just beginning. Despite the rigors of 
Operation Carlos, our hardest work — and 
that of the Salvadoran troops — still lay 
ahead. 
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Rebel Weapons in El Salvador 
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F ighting along jungle paths and rural 
villages, the guerrilla has little use for 
action data automation systems, armored 
fighting vehicles and 8-inch self-propelled 
howitzers. He carries the tools of his trade 
on his back and in his hands: grenades, 
mines, rifles, machine guns and man- 
portable rocket launchers. And so it is in El 
Salvador, where I have spent many months 
over the last three years examining and ana¬ 
lyzing the weapons of the communist in¬ 
surgency. 

A quick look at the tools of political terror 
produces no surprises, just more guns. Yet 
if you carefully examine the weapons of war 
in the Third World, a more complex pattern 
emerges: the tracks of international com¬ 
munist gunrunning. Guerrilla arms from El 
Salvador trace that map clearly. 

No matter what anyone else tells you, the 
rifle remains the primary weapon of land 
warfare. It is the soldier’s most intimate 
possession. Archetypal Salvadoran guerril¬ 
la bands will usually be armed with an 
assortment of G3s, FN FALs and MI6s, in 
about equal numbers. 

Captured G3s I have examined were 
either originally manufactured by Heckler 
& Koch and then refurbished at the Ban¬ 
dung Arsenal in Indonesia before sale to the 
Salvadoran government, or produced by 
INDEP (Industrias Nacionais de Defesa EP) 
in Lisbon, Portugal. All of the H&K G3s 
were made in the late 1960s, but the Portu¬ 
guese rifles are of more recent origin, as 
some are dated 1981. Many are without 
forearms and must be fired by grasping the 
magazine with the support hand. A large 
number of these roller-locked, delayed- 
blowback rifles have badly rusted chambers 
and fail to extract with alarming regularity. 

Most of the FN FALs are of Cuban ori¬ 
gin. A hole, slightly larger than a 25-cent 
piece, has been cut by an end mill through 
the right side of the upper receiver’s maga- 



SOF Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
hunts down guerrilla weapons in El 
Salvador. Photo: Steve Salisbury 


zine well to remove the Cuban coat of arms 
and “EJERCITO DE CUBA.” Ordered 
from FN by the Batista regime in 1958, they 
are equipped with the long, so-called U.S.- 
style flash suppressor. 

I have also seen several heavy-barrel, 
bipod-equipped versions marked with the 
Venezuelan coat of arms and “FUERZAS 
ARMADAS DE VENEZUELA” — a 
country which was an early sympathizer of 
the communist terrorists. I recently in¬ 
spected a FAL with wooden buttstock, plas¬ 
tic handguards, short 22mm flash hider/gre- 
nade launcher and diagonal sand cuts on the 
bolt carrier. The serial number (44460), 
ground off the receiver, had been left on the 
bolt carrier. This rifle, of unknown origin, 
had been captured from the ERP (EjSrcito 
Revolucionario del Pueblo), the terrorist 


group held responsible for the Zona Rosa 
massacre of U.S. Marines in San Salvador. 

MI6s are obtained from two sources. 
Some have been captured from the Salva¬ 
doran army. Most, however, have been 
shipped from North Vietnam via Cuba and 
then Nicaragua. The huge stockpiles of 
equipment and munitions we abandoned in 
Vietnam have come back to avenge broken 
promises. Serial numbers have been de¬ 
faced on many of the M16s from North 
Vietnam. AH too often this is not an attempt 
at subterfuge, however. Six years of war in 
the harsh tropical environment of Central 
America have ravaged the Ml6s’ T6 alumi¬ 
num alloy lower receiver. After the protec¬ 
tive paint frnish has worn off, salts in the 
sweat from the support hand, which is often 
placed on the left side of the magazine well 
instead of the handguards, begin to attack 
the aluminum. At least 50 percent of the 
M 16s in the government’s Atonal Lnmedi- 
ate Reaction Battalion — which operates in 
a high-salt environment near the coast — 
exhibit corrosion so severe that the maga¬ 
zine well has been completely eaten away 
on the front of the left side. 

The Gs fight with a hodgepodge of other 
rifles as well. Some of the more exotic in¬ 
clude muzzle-loading percussion shotguns 
and commercial .22 LR bolt-action and 
semiautomatic rifles of every make and de¬ 
scription. I noted one .22 LR Ml Carbine 
look-alike made by Erma Werke in Ger¬ 
many and many Winchesters and Reming¬ 
tons in all models. Numerous M1/M2 .30 
Carbines have also been taken from the 
guerrillas. 

Bolt-action military rifles were conunon- 
place in the early stages of the war. Most 
frequently encountered are Czech Model 24 
Mausers in caliber 7x57mm. Bearing Brno 
Arsenal marks, this rifle was adopted by El 
Salvador and several other Central and 
South American nations. I have also 
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checked 98k Mausers with both the Czech 
rampant lion and Israeli (FN manufacture) 
crests on the receiver that were converted to 
the 7.62x51 mm cartridge by the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment and conspicuously marked 
“7.62.” Ten thousand of these rifles were 
obtained by Nicaragua during the Somoza 
regime when large quantities of equipment 
were purchased from Israel. Pattern 1917 
U.S. Enfield rifles marked “MODEL OF 
1934, REMINGTON, 7-MM” have also 
been recovered from guerrilla forces. These 
weapons were produced for the government 
of Honduras. 

Galil ARM assault rifles are considered 
great prizes by the Salvadoran officer corps. 
While a few have been captured from the 
Gs, most were abandoned (along with 
Israeli combat harnesses and ballistic hel¬ 
mets) by fleeng Somocista troops in the 3rd 
Brigade area near San Miguel. Nicaraguan 
Galils have Spanish selector markings: ‘S’ 
for seguro or safe, ‘A’ for automatico and 
‘N’ for semiautomatic ... no one seems to 
know what the N stands for in Spanish. 

Unusually for a communist-backed insur¬ 
rection, there are few AKs in El Salvador, 
but this, too, is part of a pattern. No more 
than five Kalashnikovs have been taken 
from the Gs. All were carried by guerrilla 
leaders, apparently as a badge of rank. I 
have seen two of these: One in the Arce 
Battalion in San Miguel was of Yugoslavian 
origin and the other at Ilopango air base was 
an early Russian AK-47 (transliterated se¬ 
rial number “VIA 5767R”). 

There are a few new Polish AKMs (fold¬ 
ing stock, export models without grenade 
launcher) floating around El Salvador, but 


ABOVE: Captured Cuban FN FAL rifles — 
one without handguards (top) and one with 
jury-rigged bottom handguard (bottom). 



they come from an unexpected source. All 
came from the Nicaraguan contras who 
purchased them recently from the Polish 
government for $140 each. 

RPG-2s and various grenades are the only 
ComBloc weapons to show up in El Salva¬ 
dor with any regularity. There appear to be 
two reasons for this. One-time leader of the 
FA^N (Farabundo Marti para la Liberacidn 
Nacional), Napoleon Romero, has stated 
that a 1979 agreement between Cuba, 
Nicaragua and the various rebel forces 
stipulated that no Soviet Bloc armaments 
would be provided to cover the Managua- 

LEFT: Mtgor Aleman Rivera, CO of the 
Salvadoran Airborne Battalion, holds a 
captured U.S. .30 Ml Carbine with 
chopped buttstock. 

BELOW: Captured Czech Model 24 rifle — 
a section from an M16 sling has been 
attached by heavy wire. 
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Havana-Moscow connection and foster dis¬ 
information that the rebel movement was 
entirely indigenous in origin. Finally, com¬ 
monality with Salvadoran army weapons 
permits the terrs to utilize captured stores of 
ammunition. 

Submachine guns find small favor with 
Gs operating in the deep bush, if for no other 
reason than the scarcity of 9mm ammuni¬ 
tion. As a consequence, they are usually 
funneled to urban terrorists operating in San 
Salvador. The usual melange prevails. At 
one time or another I have laid hands on a 
Sterling Mk4-L2A3 (serial number 
KR22030, supposedly from a Tunisian con¬ 
tract); an M3A1 Greasegun (serial number 
601435) manufactured by Guide Lamp and 
crudely refinished with light gray enamel; a 
Czech Vz 61 (Skorpian) machine pistol in 
caliber 7.65mm (.32 ACP); a rare Mauser 
MP 57 (less than 30 produced); an Egyptian 
Port Said (a close copy of the Swedish Carl 
Gustav Model 45); and, of course, numer¬ 
ous Danish Madsen Model 50s with the 
Salvadoran crest. 

Pistols serve no meaningful function 
whatever in the jungles of El Salvador and I 
have seen but a handful of Browning 
HiPowers captured from the Gs. 

M60s from North Vietnam remain the 
dominant machine gun in the guerrilla in¬ 
ventory, although their use in battle has 
declined sharply. Some might attribute this 
to a shortage of ammunition. I think the 
*60*s disappearance is more closely related 
to its requirement for a constant flow of 
spare parts and meticulous maintenance. 

BELOW: A bullet hole in the gas tube of 
this Cuban FN FAL has been patched with 
wire and solder (which will liquefy once the 
gas tube heats). 

BOTTOM: Original pistol grip on this 
captured Cuban FN FAL has been replaced 
by one of tropical softwood. 


RIGHT: Captured U.S. and European 
caliber .22 LR semiautomatic and 
bolt-action sporting rifles. 
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Without a central ordnance depot (Afaes- 
tranza) or battalion armories to supply the 
components necessary to keep this machine 
gun functioning, the M60 will soon self- 
destruct. lt*s not much of a guerrilla gun. In 
my opinion, most of the M60s initially sup¬ 
plied to the guerrilla forces now lie as in¬ 
operable hulks on rusting piles in hidden 
caches. 

A few Madsen-Saetter and HK21 
GPMGs have been recovered as well, both 
of which have an even worse combat record 
than the M60. Some FN MAG 58 GPMGs 
had been left at the 3rd Brigade in San 
Miguel by Nicaraguan soldiers escaping the 
Sandinista takeover (I converted these feed 
mechanisms to accept Ml3 disintegrating 
links). Guerrilla troops are also equipped 
with the Browning .50 cal. M2 HB machine 
gun. But, at 128 pounds, this noble beast 
does not conform to their hit-and-run tactics 
and most remain north of the Rio Torola in 
guerrilla strongholds. 

Other guerrilla weaponry includes RPG- 
2s (all that I have examined were manufac¬ 
tured by the People’s Republic of China), 
M79 40mm grenade launchers (again, com¬ 
pliments of Ho Chi Minh), U.S. (60mm and 


ABOVE: Salvadoran Airborne Battalion 
officer with captured HK21 GPMG. 


81mm) and Yugoslavian (50mm, 81mm 
and 120mm) mortars, and homemade mines 
of all types. 

As the increased efficiency of the Salva¬ 
doran army has prevented large-scale guer¬ 
rilla operations over the last year, the Gs 
have responded with a greater use of mines 
along trails and roads. The majority of cur¬ 
rent Salvadoran army casualties are a result 
of these pernicious devices. Most common 
is a small “foot popper” fabricated from a 
3-inch section of gray PVC pipe and acid 
detonated. 

Ammunition may supply some of the best 
information for tracing the past life of cap¬ 
tured arms. 7.62x51 NATO cartridges 
headstamped LC 74 (Lake City Ordnance 
Plant, Missouri, 1974) and WRA 69 (Win¬ 
chester Repeating Arms Co., 1969) were 
abandoned in Vietnam by U.S. forces after 
withdrawal in 1973.1 have inspected Corn- 
Bloc cartridges in this caliber manufactured 
by Bulgaria in 1967 (headstamp: 10 67) and 
Czechoslovakia in 1969 (ZV 69). 7.62x51 
NATO cartridges from Great Britain (RG 
L2A2 69), Belgium (FN 60), Venezuela 
(CAVIM 77) and Portugal (FNM 80-24) 
have also been identified. Ammunition 
taken from the Salvadoran army includes 

BELOW: Captured Belgian M50BG white 
phosphorus signaling grenades. 


LEFT: Captured Cuban FN FAL rifle — 
handguards retained by surgical tape and 
flash suppressor cut away, probably because 
of a bulge. 


BELOW: Soviet grenades in El Salvador 
(left to right): FI, RG42 and RGD-5. 
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the following lots: HP 78 7.62x51 (Hir- 
tenberger Patronen Fabrik, Hirtenberg, 
Austria, 1978); DAG 7.62x51 68 (Dynamit 
A-G, Empelde, Hannover, West Germany, 
1968); and MS 192-59 7.62x51 (Manusaar, 
West Germany, 1959). 

El Salvador offers a veritable cornucopia 
of combat grenades and I have pitched every 
kipd I could lay my hands on, with one 

RIGHT: Captured muzzle-loading 
percussion shotguns. 

BELOW: M16A1 rifle converted to carbine 
configuration by guerrilla armorers who 
chopped the barrel and installed a G3 
muzzle device and cut-down G3 
tropical-style handguards. 


ABOVE: Both the handguards and 
buttstock of this captured M16A1 were 
replaced by handmade Indigenous tropical 
wood components. 



exception. Primitive hand grenades were 
first used in the 15th century with burning 
fuzes. This type, made from short sections 
of galvanized pipe, can still be encountered 
in the Salvadoran bush. Having no desire to 
experience a premature detonation or to 
afford the enemy enough time to hurl the 
device back into my face, I have refrained 
from employing these unpredictable home¬ 
made bombs. 

The Gs most commonly employ the 
Soviet WWII-era FI defensive fragmenta¬ 
tion grenade. Its deeply serrated cast-iron 
body has about 1 ounces of TNT filler. 
The casualty radius is given as 20 meters, 
but due to extremely uneven breakup, large 
fragments can cause injury at up to 100 
meters. Several years ago 1 was responsible 
for perpetrating a myth espoused by my 
friend, the late Larry Dring, to the effect 
that the UZRG pyrotechnic train fuzes on 
these grenades had variable time delays 
from zero to 13 seconds, and were so 
marked on the fuze body (see “Fuze Sur¬ 
prise” and “The Gift,” SOF, September 
’83). Not so. I have now thrown at least 10 
of these grenades and detonated an equal 
number of UZRG fuzes, variously marked 
0, 1, 3 and 7. In every instance the time 
delay was three to four seconds, exactly as 
specified. The numbers on the UZRG fuze 
body are most certainly lot numbers only 
and do not indicate the time delay. 

Defensive hand grenades are designed to 
produce a large number of fragments and 
must be thrown from adequate cover. So- 
called offensive grenades were developed 
for assaulting troops and thus have a high 
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explosive content with thin walls and little 
fragmentation. They produce a consider¬ 
able blast effect to stun the enemy during the 
final assault on his position. They can usual¬ 
ly be distinguished in the field by their 
smooth canister-shaped bodies. 

The Salvadoran guerrillas use two Soviet 
grenades that appear to be of the offensive 
type, but are in reality both defensive gre¬ 
nades. The first, the RG42 anti-personnel 
grenade, dates back to WWII. Inside its 
smooth, sheet-metal cylindrical body is a 
separate fragmentation liner with grooved, 
diamond-shaped serrations. The second, 
the RGD-5, is egg-shaped with a two-piece, 
smooth exterior and a raised lip around the 
center. Both of these grenades use TNT for 
a filler and the UZRG time fuze, although 
the spoon on the RGD-5 fuze is somewhat 
shorter. Due to its shape, the RGD-5 can be 
thrown farther than either the FI or RG42. 

Also encountered early in the war was the 
Czech RG4 offensive grenade. It has a 
sheet-metal cylindrical body, usually 
painted black, and both an upper and lower 
bursting charge. There is no time fuze, be¬ 
cause the RG4 is impact detonated. To arm 
the RG4, simply pull the ring attached to the 
sheet-metal bar in the center of the body. 
Take care: The RG4 will explode when it 
touches so much as the twig of a tree over¬ 
head. For obvious reasons the RG4 is not 
popular in the thick bush of El Salvador. 

I have examined two Belgian grenades 
(perhaps also coming through the Cuban 
conduit along with the FN FALs) captured 
from the communist guerrillas. The 
M50BG is a green smoke grenade contain¬ 
ing a white phosphorus filler which bursts 
over a moderate area. An unusual water- 
filled compartment on one side of the body 
reduces dispersal of the WP. The cylindrical 

BELOW: Missing rear barrel band on this 
.30 Ml Carbine was replaced with a 
sheet-metal strap. 


BOTTOM: Forearms held together by hose 
clamps, masking tape and wire. 




ABOVE: M16A1 rifles worn by salt 
corrosion from sweaty hands. 



body is painted olive drab and is marked 
“GREN. SMOKE, M. 50, PHOS., P.R.B. 
2/53, Lot No 1.” Designed for signaling, 
there is nevertheless some WP fragmenta¬ 
tion produced by the burst. The Belgian 
PRB-8 grenade has an olive drab plastic 
body, cylindrical in shape. A spirally 
wound steel-wire sleeve, notched to dis¬ 
perse about 500 fragments, can be slipped 
over the plastic body for defensive pur¬ 
poses. Both Belgian grenades use the block- 
striker lever and pin-safety type PRB-3 time 
fiize with a delay of four to five seconds. 

Continued on page 120 


BELOW: The top portions of this FAL’s 
handguards were cut away, apparently after 
they were damaged. 



LEFT: Cuban FN FAL rifle. Note hole in 
lower receiver which obliterates the Cuban 
crest and “EJERCITO DE CUBA.” 


BELOW LEFT: Czech Model 24 Mauser 
rifle — stock repaired with masking tape 
and boot lace. 

BELOW: Captured Mauser 98k bolt-action 
rifles converted to caliber 7.62x51mm by 
Israel. Ten thousand of these were sold to 
Somoza. Note severe rust. Rifle on left 
carries Czech rampant lion crest and was 
manufactured at the Brno arsenal. Rifle on 
the right bears the crest of the Israeli 
Defence Forces and was manufactured by 
FN in Belgium. 
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SOF HISTORY 


VICTORIA 


CROSS 

Great Britain’s Roll of Honor 


by Curt Rich 


E ach country reserves its highest award 
for its heroes — the few ordinary men 
who show extraordinary courage on the bat¬ 
tlefield. The United States awards the Med¬ 
al of Honor; France, the Croix de Guerre. 
But perhaps the medal with the most color¬ 
ful history is Great Britain’s Victoria Cross. 

Until 1856 Great Britain had no means of 
rewarding junior officers or enlisted men in 
the Royal Navy and Army for exceptional 
valor in the face of the enemy. The Crimean 
War made it clear that they needed some¬ 
thing. Some say that the idea for creation of 
the Victoria Cross originated during a con¬ 
versation between Prince Albert and the 
Secretary of State for War, the Duke of 
Newcastle. Others give credit to Queen Vic¬ 
toria or to war correspondent William How¬ 
ard Russell. At any rate, Newcastle drew 
the Prince’s attention to the need either for 
an extension of the Order of the Bath or for 
the institution of a new order of merit to be 
conferred regardless of rank, for outstand¬ 
ing personal gallantry in action. Prince 
Albert agreed and began to work on the 
form of this new order. And Queen Victoria 
— who took personal interest in the design 
and modified the final version of the cross to 
be bronze rather than copper and to read 
“For Valor” rather than “For the Brave” 
— presented the first 62 Victoria Crosses 
during the Crimean War in Hyde Park, Lon¬ 
don, on 26 June 1857. 

The Victoria Cross is a stark, unimpres¬ 
sive medal in appearance, requiring the 
observer to realize its meaning by recogni¬ 
tion rather than ostentation. Each cross was 
struck from the bronze of two Russian can¬ 
nons captured at the Siege of Sebastopol in 
1854, a constant reminder of the valor dis¬ 
played in their capture. It measures 1.375 
inches in diameter, and the ribbon is 1.5 
inches wide. The date of the act of valor is 
inscribed on the reverse of the cross and the 
rank, name and unit of the recipient on the 



back of the clasp. All of the Victoria Cross¬ 
es have been made by Hancock’s and Com¬ 
pany Ltd., London. 

The decoration was to consist of a Mal¬ 
tese cross (or cross pattde) and the ribbon 
was to be blue for the Royal Navy and red 
for the Army. A bar was to be attached to the 
ribbon for every subsequent act of bravery 
of equal merit. In the event of a collective 
act of exceptional bravery on the part of 50 
or more men, the officers and men were to 
nominate four men for the award. 

In 1867 the warrant was amended and 
members of the colonial forces in New Zea¬ 
land and other parts of the Empire became 


eligible for the Victoria Cross, and in 1911 
the award was extended to Indian officers 
and enlisted men. In 1918, with the estab¬ 
lishment of the Royal Air Force as a sepa¬ 
rate branch of service, the blue ribbon for 
the Navy was abolished and the red was 
adopted for all three services. In 1920 it was 
decided that when the ribbon alone was 
worn a miniature cross should be attached to 
it, a further cross being added for each bar 
awarded. At the same time women became 
eligible for the medal, but no such award 
has been made to date. 

In 1959, surviving Victoria Cross holders 
were granted a tax free annuity of 100 
pounds sterling regardless of rank. Pre¬ 
viously all below the rank of officer had 
received a basic annual pension of 10 
pounds. 

From its inception to the end of the Viet¬ 
nam War, a tot^ of 1,352 Victoria Crosses 
were awarded. Between 1914 and 1975, 
830 Victoria Crosses were awarded of 
which 634 were won during the First World 
War, 182 during the Second World War, 
and nine from 1945 to 1981. 

Since 1854, 835 Victoria Crosses have 
been awarded to members of the British 
Army, 119 to the Royal Navy, Royal Naval 
Reserve, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
and the Royal Marines, and 32 to the Royal 
Flying Corps and Royal Air Force. Tlie 
British East India Company and the Indian 
army won 137, the Australian forces won 
91, Canadian forces won 80, South African 
forces won 28, and the New Zealand forces 
won 22, Three men have been awarded a bar 
to the Victoria Cross. 

Perhaps the most famous mass awarding 
of the Victoria Cross during the 19th cen¬ 
tury was 12 to the most valorous of the 
survivors of the battle at Rorke’s Drift, 22- 
23 January 1879 in the Zulu War. One hun¬ 
dred and forty men of the 24th Regiment 
held off attacks by 4,(XX) Zulus on a small 
hospital and staging post of Rorke’s Drift 
for 12 hours after the Zulus had wiped out a 
much larger British contingent at Isandlwa- 
na. Under the command of Lietenant Chard, 
Royal Engineers, and Lieutenant Brom- 
head, B Company, 2/24 Regiment, the de¬ 
fenders improvised barricades from 
wagons, mealie bags, crates of tinned meat 
and bodies of fallen Zulus. 

The Gurkhas, both in the Indian army and 
in the British army, became eligible to win 
the Victoria Cross in 1911. Since then 13 
have earned it, with a further 10 going to 
British officers in Gurkha regiments. Six of 
these 13 were won in Burma during WWII. 
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Lachhiman Gurung, a rifleman in the 
Fourth Battalion, 88th Gurkha Rifles, was 
in a forward trench on the night of 13 May 
1945 when the Japanese attacked his com¬ 
pany’s position. The two men with Lachhi¬ 
man were wounded almost inunediately in 
the barrage of grenades. Lachhiman threw 
back two grenades. A third exploded in his 
hand, blowing off his fingers, shattering his 
right arm, and severely wounding him in the 
face, legs and body. He fought on for four 
hours, firing and even reloading his rifle 
with his left hand. Daylight disclosed 31 
dead Japanese in front of his position. 

The youngest recipient of the Victoria 
Cross was Boy (First Class) John Travers 
Cornwell. Cornwell was bom 8 January 
1900, and died 2 June 1916 during the Bat¬ 
tle of Jutland. A sight setter and com¬ 
munications number in a gun crew, ‘ ‘he was 
mortally wounded early in the action. He 
nevertheless stood alone at a most exposed 
post, quietly awaiting orders till the end of 
the action with the gun crew dead and 
wounded all round him.” 

Private Robert Ryder, 12th Battalion, the 
Middlesex Regiment, was awarded the Vic¬ 
toria Cross “for most conspicuous bravery 
and initiative during the Battle of Thiepvd 
Ridge, 26-28 September 1916, part of the 
final phase of fighting on the Somme while 
attacMng enemy lines, his company was 
held up by heavy rifle fire and all the offi¬ 
cers in charge were wounded. Due to lack of 
leadership the attack was showing signs of 
collapse when Pvt. Ryder made a solitary 
assault on the enemy trench, which, with 
the aid of a Lewis gun, he managed to put 
out of action. This feat not only made possi¬ 
ble but also greatly inspired the subsequent 
advance of his comrades.” 

Captain Billy Bishop won a Victoria 
Cross without any friendly witnesses when 
he attacked a German aerodrome and shot 
down three planes one by one as they rose to 
defend the aerodrome. The normal require¬ 
ment for witnesses was waived — since 
Bishop shot down 72 German aircraft, his 
valor was not in doubt. 

During WWII, only one RAF fighter 
pilot won the Victoria Cross—James Brad¬ 
ley Nicolson on 10 November 1940. Con¬ 
sidering the massive air battles which took 
place during the Battle of Britain, this seems 
slight. But only one U.S. pilot received a 
Congressional Medal of Honor in the Euro¬ 
pean Theater of Operations. 

Other interesting battles which resulted in 
the'awarding of Victoria Crosses were the 
famous midget submarine raid at Kaa Fjord, 
Norway, on 22 September 1943 which re¬ 
sulted in two Victoria Crosses; the St. 
Nazaire commando raid on Normandy 
docks 27 March 1942 which resulted in five 
Victoria Crosses, and one to Wing Com¬ 
mander Guy Penrose Gibson during the 617 
Squadron’s “Dam Busters” raid on Mohne 
and Eder dams, 16-17 May 1943. 

Two Victoria Crosses were given to 
members of the Gloucestershire Regiment 
for action at the Imjin River, Korea, 22-23 
April 1951. The first went to Lieutenant 


Colonel James Power Came, DSO, 1st 
Battalion commanding officer. 

“Following a series of heavy enemy 
attacks during which Lieutenant Colonel 
Came personally led assault parties in re¬ 
pulsing the attackers, the Glosters were 
completely cut off from the rest of their 
brigade. )^en it became apparent that his 
battalion could not be relieved he organized 
it into small officer-led parties which then 
broke out. Lieutenant Colonel Came him¬ 
self was in charge of such a party but was 
captured within 24 hours. Throughout cap¬ 
tivity he set an outstanding personal exam¬ 
ple of dignity and conduct to the other pris¬ 
oners during a particularly difficult 
period.” 


Each cross was 
struck from the 
bronze of two 
Russian cannons 
captured at the 
Siege of Sebastopol 
in 1854. 


The other Victoria Cross, one of two 
posthumous Victoria Crosses awarded dur¬ 
ing the Korean war, went to one of the 
platoon leaders of the Gloucestershire Reg¬ 
iment, 1st Lieutenant Phillip Kenneth Ed¬ 
ward Curtis. His platoon was ordered to 
carry out a counterattack to dislodge the 
enemy from their foothold on “Castle 
Hill,” near the Imjin River. Enemy rein¬ 
forcements were called up, and fierce fight¬ 
ing developed at close quarters. Lieutenant 
Curtis, under covering fire, mshed the posi¬ 
tion but was severely wounded by a gre¬ 
nade. Despite attempts to hold him back, he 
recovered and rushed forward again but was 
killed by a burst of fire when within a few 
yards of his objective. The unit also re¬ 
ceived a Presidential Unit Citation from the 
president of the United States. 

The Victoria Cross was awarded four 
times during the Vietnam War, to Austra¬ 
lians, The first was to Warrant Officer n 
Kevin Arthur Wheatly in Tra Bong Valley, 
Quang Ngai Province, 13 November 1965. 

“Warrant Officer Wheatly was in action 
with a company of South Vietnamese CIDG 
together with a fellow Australian, Warrant 
Officer R, J. Scranton. The company came 
under heavy attack from a Viet Cong force, 
and during this action WO Scranton was 
mortally wounded. Helped by a Vietnamese 
soldier, Wheatly dragged and carried the 
wounded man 200 yards to the shelter of 
some trees. Although the Vietnamese sol¬ 
diers with him implored him to leave, he 
refused and was seen to pull the pins from 
two grenades and calmly await the advanc¬ 


ing Viet Cong. Two explosions were heard, 
followed by a burst of fire. The bodies of the 
two Ausd^ians were recovered the next 
day, both having been killed by small-arms 
fire.” 

The last was awarded to Warrant Officer 
Keith Payne on 24 May 1969 for showing 
outstanding courage in holding off NVA 
attacks under hazardous conditions and for 
going out alone to gather in scattered units. 

The last two Victoria Crosses were won 
in the Falklands. Lieutenant Colonel Her¬ 
bert Jones was commander of 2nd Battalion 
of the Parachute Regiment. “On 28 May 
1982 2 Para attacked Argentine positions 
around the settlements of Darwin and Goose 
Green. Just south of Darwin 2 Para were 
held up by an enemy trench system on a 
ridge. They sustained casualties, and the 
attack was in danger of faltering. ‘H’ Jones 
led his reconnaissance group to the forefront 
of the action where it became clear that the 
attack might fail unless desperate measures 
were taken inunediately. Seizing a Sterling 
submachine gun, he called on those around 
him and charged the nearest position with 
total disregard for his own safety. His uphill 
attack exposed him to fire from several 
trenches. Near the crest he was seen to fall 
and roll back downhill but inunediately 
picked himself up and charged once more, 
seemingly oblivious to the intense fire that 
was aimed at him. Almost on his objective, 
he fell mortally wounded. Soon after, one of 
his companies attacked the enemy who 
quickly surrendered, their will to fight com¬ 
pletely undermined by Col. Jones’ 
courageous assault. The momentum of the 
attack was rapidly regained. Darwin and 
Goose Green were liberated. The battalion 
released the local inhabitants unharmed and 
captured some 1,200 Argentine soldiers.” 

The last Victoria Cross was won by 
Sergeant Ian McKay, 3rd Battalion, the Par¬ 
achute Regiment, on 11 December 1982. 
During a silent attack on Mount Longdon 
his commanding officer was hit by a bullet 
in the leg. McKay took three men, broke, 
and charged the enemy position. His cor¬ 
poral was wounded, a private killed, and 
another wounded. McKay continued to 
charge alone. On reaching the enemy posi¬ 
tion he dispatched the enemy with grenades, 
relieving teleaguered 4 and 5 platoons, now 
able to deploy with safety. Sergeant 
McKay, however, was killed at the moment 
of victory. 

The Victoria Cross, Britain’s highest 
military award for conspicuous valor, was 
often given for spur of the moment charges. 
But more often, they were given for deliber¬ 
ate, calculated sacrifice, to men who altered 
the course of the battle. “The Victoria 
Cross takes precedence over all other orders 
and decorations,” the warrant states. The 
wearer of the red ribbon and the bronze 
Maltese cross has won the highest award his 
country can give for an act of valor in com¬ 
bat with the enemy. 

The author wishes to thank the Imperial 
War Museum, London, for its cooperation 
in preparing this article, ^ 


AUGUST 86 


80LD1BB OF PORTUIVE 53 


SOF WEAPONS 


COMBLOC 

SNIPER RIFLES 

Crosshairs of the Warsaw Pact 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


Yugoslavian M76 sniper rifle, based on the 
Kalashnikov system, is a popular Dragunov 
derivative. 

W HILE American use of telescopic 
sights on military rifles dates from 
the Civil War, optically equipped service 
rifles did not reach prominence in Europe 
until World War I when highly trained Ger¬ 
man sharpshooters helped decimate the 
Russian horde along a thousand-mile line 
from the Baltic to the Black Sea. The Rus¬ 
sian army at that time possessed no sniping 
capability. But by 1941 Germans dropp)ed 
like flies before Red Army snipers who 
helped prevent the blitzkrieg from overrun¬ 
ning Mother Russia. 

During WWII, Russian snipers were 
equipped with the M1891/30 Mosin Nagant 
bolt-action rifle fitted with either the four- 
power “PE” scope or 3.5-power “PU” 
scope. Although still employed by some 
Third World client states of the Soviet Un¬ 
ion, these have generally been replaced by 
the Dragunov system. To determine accura¬ 
cy potential, hit probability and overall 
quality of ComBloc sniping systems, an 
Ml891/30 Mosin Nagant with “PU” scope 
and a Yugoslavian M-76 Dragunov deriva¬ 
tive were selected by SOF for test and evalu¬ 
ation. 

The Ml 891 rifle was developed by Colo¬ 
nel S.I. Mosin of the Russian Artillery who 
designed the action, and the Belgian Nagant 
brothers who were responsible for the 
magazine system. The complex and unusual 
bolt consists of three components, exclud¬ 
ing the firing pin: the body with the bolt 
handle, the recessed bolt head with two 
locking lugs and extractor, and a coupling 
unit which also serves as a bolt guide. 

Locking lugs cam laterally into recesses 
on each side of the receiver ring instead of 
vertically as in the case of the Mauser. The 
bolt handle on sniper versions is turned 
down. Cocking occurs when the cocking 
piece is held back by the sear as the bolt is 
opened. The safety is simple but clumsy. 



YUGOSLAVIAN M76 DRAGUNOV SNIPER RIFLE 


.7.92x57mm 

Operation.. 

. Gas with three-position regulator and conventional Kalash¬ 


nikov piston and extension attached to bolt carrier. Lock¬ 


ing by means of rotary two-lug bolt. Fire from the closed- 


bolt position. Auto safety sear, but semiautomatic fire 


only. 

Feed Mechanism .. 

. 10-round staggered box type, detachable magazine 

Weight, empty, 

vlL6 pounds with scc^ and mount ,,, , , 

Length, overaii .. p; .. 

.45.4 inches - 


, Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.6 inches. 

length 

. 22 inches 

Sights. .... 

. Round, post-type front with protective ears; adjustable for 
windage and elevation zero. Sliding tangent type with 
open U-notch; adjustable for elevation only in 100 incre¬ 

■>X- ' ■ 

ments from 0 to 1,000 meters. 

Optics. 

, ON M76 4X scope, side rail mounted with aluminum rings 


and mount (quick detachable); Tritium illuminated range- 


finding (200 to 800 meters) reticle pattern; meta.scope for 


infrared detection, . # 

Accessories... 

. WirecutteL bayonet, rifle grenades, sling, passive optical 


night sight [PN5X80(j )] , carrying case and optical mainte¬ 

'V' 

nance kit for ON M76 scope/ 

Manufacturer.. 

.Zavodi Crvena Zastava, Kragujevac, Yugoslavia 


. In service with Yugoslavian armed forces and several un¬ 


specified Third World countries. 
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The cocking piece must be pulled rearward 
against the firing pin’s spring tension and 
turned counterclockwise about an eighth- 
turn. 

Model 1891 /30 rifles differ from the orig¬ 
inal M1891 only by virtue of a shorter barrel 
(28.7 inches versus 31.6 inches), a rounded 
rather than hexagonal receiver and a rear 
sight marked in meters instead of archines 
(one archine is approximately 28 inches). 
With a weight of 8.7 pounds without scope, 
sling or bayonet — standard for this period 
— and an overall length of 48.1 inches, the 
M1891 /30 rifle is awkward to carry and was 
supplemented by carbine versions through¬ 
out its production history. To my knowl¬ 
edge, Mosin Nagant carbines were never 
fitted with scopes. 

Because of the large-rimmed 7.62x54R 
cartridge, the Ml981/30 magazine has a 
peculiar feed interrupter which holds down 
the second round, permitting the top car¬ 
tridge to feed and move forward without 
pressure from below. This magazine catch 
helps to eliminate jams and is not released 
until final rotation of the bolt. For purposes 
of unloading and maintenance, the maga¬ 
zine floorplate can be released by a spring- 
loaded catch. Magazine capacity is only 
five rounds. The rifle is loaded from five- 
round clips, but they cannot be used with the 
scope in place. 

Almost full-length, the buttstock ends 
with a metal cap just 3V2 inches from the 
muzzle. Of poor grade, the wood furniture 
on these rifles is usually stained and var¬ 
nished or painted. Two metal barrel bands 
retain the top handguard. A cleaning rod fits 
into a groove on the buttstock’s underside. 
A web sling is attached to leather straps that 


BELOW: Yugoslavian ON M76 4X scope 
has tritium illuminated rangefinder reticle 
pattern and infrared detector. 

BOTTOM: Nuclear warning label on ON 
M76 scope directly under knob which flips 
infrared detector filter into the field of view. 



run through two slots in the buttstock in a 
manner peculiar to this rifle series. There is 
a finger groove on either side of the stock 
just under the receiver. A recoil crossbolt at 
this location all too frequently loosens and 
permits the barreled action to move about in 
the stock. This does nothing to maximize 
accuracy potential. 

Sight radius of the Ml981/30 is 24^4 
inches. A round, post-type front sight is 
threaded into the protective hood which can 
be drifted in its dovetail on the barrel for 
windage zero. The post can be rotated by 
inserting a tool through the top of the hood 
for elevation zero. A sliding tangent rear 
sight carries an open U-notch and can be 
adjusted for elevation only from 100 to 
2,000 meters—a typical fantasy of this era. 

The so-called “PU” 3.5-power scope is 

TOP: M76 flash suppressor, front sight 
assembly and bayonet stud. 

RIGHT: M76 gas block with three-position 
gas regulator helps to moderate felt recoil 
considerably. 

BELOW: Yugoslavian M76 rifle 
field-stripped. 





"MOSIN NAGANT M1891/30 DRAGUNOV 


SNIPER RIFLE 

Caliber ^ .. 

.. 7.62x54R Russian Rimmed 

Operation ^. 

.. Manually operated turn-bolt 

Feed Medianism .... 

,. 5-round box magazine with feed intefeniptof 

Weight, empty ___ 

. .8.7 pounds without scope, sling or bayonet 

Length, overall .,... 

. .48,1 inches 

Barrel length 

.. 28.7 inches 

Sights..... 

.. Round, post-type front with protective hood; adjustable fot 
windage and elevation zero. Sliding tangent-type rear with 
open U-notch; adjustable for elevation only in 50-meter 
increments from 100 to 2,000 meters. Sight radius 24.5 
inch^. 

Optics 

.. 4X PE ()r more prevalent 3,5X PU scope mounted to leftside 
of receiver. PU scope reticle jpattem pdinted post on bot¬ 
tom with thick, horizontal sidebars. 

Manufacturer ........ 

. Numerous Soviet arsenals and PRC. N^y rebuilt in late 
1950s at Polish arsenals. 

Status -- >. ♦ -,.. 

.. No longer manufactured. Obsolete in CoriaBloc aifriies. Re- 
placed by Dragunov series. Still encountered in Third 
World ComBloc client states* 
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the most prevalent and worst of the two. 
Only 6^4 inches long, it sits too far forward 
on the receiver and causes neck strain when 
used for prolonged periods of time. The 
reticle pattern has been copied from that 
used by the German military since WWI. It 
consists of a single, thick, pointed post at 
the bottom of the field of view with thick 
horizontal sidebars. This format excels in 
subdued light and offers faster target ac¬ 
quisition than standard crosshairs, But since 
there is no range-finding capability the snip¬ 
er must estimate the range and rotate the 
external elevation knob on top of the scope 
which is adjustable in 100-meter increments 
from zero to 1,300 meters. I don’t know 
why the supposed effective range of this 
rifle is reduced from 2,000 to 1,300 meters 
by the addition of a telescopic sight. 

Another external knob on the left side 
permits windage adjustments. The scope 
mount is attached to the left side of the 
receiver. Although it can be adjusted for 
initial zero by means of two opposing set 
screws, it is not designed to be detached by 
the operator. Inconvenient, but acceptable. 
The later four-power “PE” scope, also 
mounted on the left side of the receiver, was 
longer and permitted the sniper to maintain 
a normal shooting position when aligning 
his eye with the ocular. 


BELOW: M76 buttstock and pistol grip are 
fabricated from better-quality wood than 
usually encountered on ComBIoc small 
arms. Heavy rubber butt pad is quite 
effective. 

BOTTOM: Test-firing the Yugoslavian M76 
sniper rifle for accuracy potential with help 
from Armor Metal Products’ portable 
shooting bench and Steiner’s spotting scope. 





CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS 

Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen detectors positioned 10 
feet from muzzle. Ambient temperature: 74 degrees F. All readings in feet per second at 
elevation of 1,080 feet above sea level. All projectiles military with full metal jackets 
(FMJ). 7.62x54R ammunition fired through Mosin Nagaiit Ml891/30 rifle with 28,7- 
inch barrel. 7.92x57mm ammunition fired through Yugoslavian M76 rifle with 22-inch 
barrel. 



Low 

High 

Extreme 


Standard 

7.62x54R 

Russian 

Velocity 

Velocity 

Spread 

Average 

Deviation 

150-gr. 

Type ’L’ 

2,939 

3,003 

64 

2,968 

25 

Russian 

150-gr. 

Type ‘IPS’ 
Egyptian 

2,818 

2,853 

35 

2,833 

12 

18Q-gr. 

boattail 

2,378 

2,713 

335 

2,578 

90 

7.92x57mm 

Canadian WWII 

154-gr. 

spitzer 

German, 1938 

2,691 

2,816 

125 

2,759 

43 

156-gr. 

AP tracer 

2,642 

2,679 

37 

2,665 

12 

Portuguese 

198-gr, 

boattail 

2,393 

2,443 

50 

2,421 

16 
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tion of only 12 fps, which is excellent for 
military ammunition. 

A substantial quantity of Egyptian 
ammunition was also fired through this 
rifle. The headstamp has Arabic characters 
which transliterate into “Misr** (the Arabic 
name for Egypt) and Factory No. 10. These 
are also Berdan primed, corrosive, and the 
cases are brass. A heavy 180-grain boattail 
FMJ bullet is propelled by 47 grains of 
European-type cut-sheet flakes. These 
Israeli battlefield pickups are really Egyp¬ 
tian junk. Forty percent have dead primers 
and when they do go off, hangfires are 
numerous. Those cartridges that ignited 
without incident have an average velocity of 
only 2,578 fps (expected because of the 
heavier bullet) and an unacceptable stan¬ 
dard deviation of 90 fps. 

Continued on page 122 

BELOW: 3.5X TIP scope on Mosin Nagant 
M1891/30 sniper rifle. 

CENTER: Russian crest and serial number 
on 3.5X ‘PU’ scope. 

BOTTOM: The Mosin Nagant M1891/30 
sniper rifle, replaced by the Dragunov 
series, is obsolete in all but a few Third 
World ComBloc client states. 


Dragunov-copy M76 upgrades the 
Kalashnikov system to minimum sniping 
quality. 

Our test specimen was one of a large 
number rebuilt in Polish arsenals during the 
late 1950s. The stock had been repaired in 
three places. The receiver, bolt, magazine 
floorplate and checkered buttplate had been 
stamped with new serial numbers. The bore 
was in fair condition only, so the barrel had 
obviously not been replaced. The metal 
parts, except for the bolt group which re¬ 
mains in the white, were reblued. Trigger 
pull weight was a consistent but spongy 7 
pounds. 

Without doubt, the Russian 7.62x54R 
cartridge remains the last of the old- 
fashioned, large-capacity, rimmed-case, 
long-range rounds to survive in the service 
of any major military power. Both the 
Soviet Dragunov sniping rifle and the PK 
series of current Soviet general purpose 
machine guns are chambered for this round. 
With the 150-grain light ball projectile, it’s 
in the same class as the .30-06. 

Three lots of7.62x54R ammunition were 
used to test the Ml891/30 Mosin Nagant 
sniper rifle. All were Berdan primed and 
corrosive. Two of the lots were Russian 
light ball. Both contained 49 to 50.5 grains 
of extruded tubular kernel type (IMR) pow¬ 
der and copper-clad steel cases. The first lot 


was headstamped ‘60 45’ (factory code 60, 
1945). This ammunition used the MI908 
projectile (Type ‘L’) which is a full metal 
jacketed (FMJ) spire-point bullet with a hol¬ 
low base and no color code. It left the 28.7- 
inch barrel at an average velocity of 2,968 
fps. Extraction was somewhat sticky. The 
other lot, headstamped ‘188’ (factory code 
188, no date) and captured on Grenada, is 
the current Russian light ball. It features an 
FMJ boattail bullet with a mild steel core 
(Type ‘LPS’) that is patterned after their 
armor-piercing round and carries a silver 
color code on the tip. It produced an average 
velocity of 2,833 i^s, but a standard devia- 
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SOF VIETNAM 


TALE OF 



NVA soldier on leave in Hanoi during the 
spring of 1973 seems to know that the war 
is won; it was only a matter of time. 

TWO CITIES 
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Saigon: 

Nothing Changes but the Name 


I T had been more than a decade since Fd 
been to old Saigon, but it seemed like 
only days. Almost every street, every house 
remain^ unchanged since the deceptively 
tranquil summer before the end of the war 
when 1 had last passed through. But things 
were different now; the tensions of life 
under the conquerers from the north were 
visible in the faces of passersby. 

As our government car eased its way back 
into the city from a day in the countryside, 
familiar si^ts, sounds and smells flooded 
over me: little cafes purveying thick black 
coffee; tiny garages where self-taught 
mechanics glued together motorcycles, cars 
and trucks; steaming restaurants reeking of 
beer, meat and vegetables — more legacies 
from old Vietnam. Still, there was no doubt 
that this was a different world than the one I 
had seen during the war. Take my guide, for 
instance. 

A former guerrilla soldier from Hanoi, he 
now had a desk job in the foreign ministry. 
For some reason he had been assigned to 
show me around the new, improved Ho Chi 
Minh City — at my expense. I was sup¬ 
posed to stay with him at all times, especial¬ 
ly when talking to Vietnamese. But in order 
to get a sense of the suffering of life in Ho 


Chi Minh City under communist control, I 
had to get rid of him. 

We had just returned from a visit to Tan 
An, a town south of Ho Chi Minh City on 
the main road to the Mekong Delta. After an 
afternoon spent at a monument surrounded 
by the gravestones of about 3,000 soldiers 
who’d ‘ ‘contributed their lives to the father- 


A timeless scene: An old woman sells food 
from a basket atop her head. 



land,” anybody would be ready to pack it in 
for the rest of the day, even a die-hard 
communist. I told my guide I knew the 
neighborhood and wanted to look around 
for old times sake. 

Yes, I could get back to the hotel down¬ 
town on my own. No, no, I wouldn’t inter¬ 
view anyb^y, I promised. Yes, I knew the 
guide had to be with me whenever I opened 
my mouth. No problem, no sweat, as the 
GIs used to say. I left him sitting in the back 
seat of the car with a strange look on his 
lean, weathered face — half skeptical, half 
glad to be rid of his American charge — and 
strolled down the street. 

Actually, I was looking for someone, a 
Vietnamese who’d interpreted for me years 
before when Fd covered the war, first for 
the Washington Star and then for the Chica¬ 
go Tribune. I had no idea if he was still 
around or not, but he’d lived somewhere in 
this area with a wife and four kids. Hopeful¬ 
ly he hadn’t changed much; Fd last seen him 
in July of 1974. 

Fd been on this same street in February of 
1968 when U.S. soldiers were fighting 
block by block to drive out North Viet¬ 
namese and Viet Cong troops who’d turned 
the race track a few blocks away into their 
headquarters for the Tet Offensive. The 
street had been a battleground four months 
later during the May 1968 offensive, but 
otherwise had been peaceful—even during 
Saigon’s “final days” in April of 1975 
when the North Vietnamese swept into town 
for keeps. 


Hanoi: 

Monuments and Promises 


L ast time I was in Hanoi Fd seen a train 
/packed with teenage recruits in green 
fatigues, an odd sight considering the Unit¬ 
ed States had just signed the “Paris Peace” 
that was supposed to end the war. Fd been 
in Hanoi for just one day on that trip — a 
passenger on a chartered Royal Air Lao 
planeload of journalists that flew from 
Vientiane into Gia Lam airport on the morn¬ 
ing of 29 March 1973. We were whisked to 
the downtown prison where American 
POWs stayed and witnessed the departure 
of the last batch that afternoon on a C-141 
before boarding the same Royal Air Lao 
plane back to Vientiane. 

Not that Fd thought for a moment the war 
really was over. The emptiness of the Paris 
Peace was all too plain from the sound of 
gunfire on the roads leading out of Saigon. 

On this latest trip, though, the war really 
was over — a decade over, to be precise, 
and I thought Hanoi, the hub of the great 
Vietnamese military and bureaucratic 
machine, might really be different. I ex¬ 
pected a newness, a sense of “revolutionary 
progress,” of change. I had no illusions 
about the degree of freedom, much less 


happiness, instilled by the aging ideologues 
who cling to power here, but at least, I 
thought, the city might now display some 
brave-new-world styles, courtesy of the 
Soviet Union and other East European 
countries. 


Communism turns a blind eye to street 
vendors in downtown Hanoi. 



Not a chance. In fact, the small shops on 
the narrow streets were just as threadbare, 
as half-empty as I remembered them from 
the few fleeting minutes in which Fd been 
able to glimpse them more than 12 years 
earlier. The shopkeepers — remnants of 
fi^ enterprise in a system deadened by 
more than 30 years of otherwise rigid col¬ 
lectivization — talked hesitantly, with 
occasional traces of real candor, through the 
guide supplied by the foreign ministry at my 
expense, though not my request. 

“I did the same work 10 years ago,” said 
a woman selling cloth in a small shop. “No, 
I cannot make as much money now as 
then,” she admitted with a slight shrug. 
“Prices now are higher. Before, life was 
better.” 

All along the street, entrepreneurial Viet¬ 
namese peddled whatever they could — 
digital watches from such capitalist en¬ 
claves as Taiwan and Hong Kong, eyeglass 
frames, ballpoint pens, vitamin pills, pants 
stitched together on decrepit sewing 
machines hidden in the shadows. Some of 
the goods came in legally, but Western dip¬ 
lomats in Hanoi say most is smuggled. Viet¬ 
namese officials returning from overseas 
trips rank among the worst offenders. They 
routinely carry back stereo sets, motorcy¬ 
cles, transistor radios — items one could 
never obtain legitimately under the present 
economic system. The influx is never 
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A grinning cyclo driver picked me up at a 
comer and energetically pedaled me wher¬ 
ever I pointed. Kids began to follow, chat¬ 
tering, banging the cyclo, reaching to touch 
my arm. I asked the driver to stop, retreated 
into a coffee shop and re-emerged on foot. 
No luck. I’d just about given up the search 
when I stared across the street toward a thin, 
silver-haired man. He was staring back. I 
decided to ask him for help in my search, so 
I strolled across the street toward him. 

“Hi, Don,” he said. A nervous smile 
played across his face. I stopped, stared 
hard and stuck out my hand. 

“Le Viet!” That was his nickname, the 
only name by which I ever knew him. I had 
to look carefully again. Could this be that 
inveterate, slightly overweight rumor- 
monger with sleek black hair and a crafty 
grin revealing gleaming white teeth? Was 
this the same person who’d regaled me with 
tales of coups, corruption and political der¬ 
ring-do over endless cups of cafe frangais at 
Givral’s and Boda’s on Tu Do Street? 

He looked like a scarecrow now. His 
teeth — the ones that were left — were 
crooked. His face was deeply lined with age 
and fear. 

“Le Viet, let’s talk,’’ I insisted. He 
turned and waved me into his house. Quick¬ 
ly, smiling broadly, he asked me how I was, 
what I was doing, said he’d written, but the 
letter hadn’t gotten through. How were 
some of the other journalists he’d known? 
Then he stopped suddenly. 

“It is very dangerous here,” he said. 


The Rex, a U.S. military officers’ club 
during the war, is now a hotel. The crown 
atop the sign was added by the communists. 

“We cannot talk.” He began barking at a 
couple of young men shooting pool on a 
decrepit pool table set in the center of the 
cement floor and gave them chalk for the 
sticks. 


“Le Viet, what are you doing?” I asked, 
knowing life had not been easy since the fall 
of Saigon. 

“I run a pool hall. I have not been down¬ 
town in more than 10 years. But you must 
go, it is dangerous. ’ ’ His wife smiled polite¬ 
ly and two of his children scampered happi¬ 
ly in the dusty, poorly lit rear of the room. A 
rather tall young woman—taller than either 


enough to meet demand, and prices keep 
rising despite repeated government efforts 
to set the value on such staples as food and 
clothing. The great unanswered question: 
How can anyone afford a bicyle for sale, at 
the equivalent in Vietnamese dong of $100, 
when monthly wages average less than 10 
percent of that figure? The presumption: 
Beneath a surface of great government 
“plans” and “objectives” and “systems” 
lurks a network of corruption that provides 
the real base of influence and power. 

This theory becomes reality when you 
discover just how easy it is to change dollars 
on the flourishing black market. Wander 
into a dac san (restaurant) and chat with the 
smiling manager. He’ll bargain briefly, 
then slip you a brick-sized bundle of dong in 
exchange for your dollars as long as he’s 
fairly certain no one at a table in the front of 
the place is looking. Or walk around the 
lake in the center of the city, then stray 
down a street past shops showing off the 
best in Hanoi styles — richly embroidered 
silk ao dais. Simply show a piece of paper 
revealing the number of dollars you’ve got, 
and someone will make an offer. Bargain¬ 
ing is the key, but if you’re headed south to 
Ho Chi Minh City, hoard those dollars for 
changing there. The rates are higher in old 
Saigon. 

The manager of a chic restaurant spe¬ 
cializing in good wine and French-style 


cuisine, Nguyen Van Ngoc, will quickly try 
to put to rest any doubts you might have 
about the stability of the Vietnamese econo¬ 
my. But then, he has little to worry about: 
His cabinets are filled with bottles of French 
wine and brandy, both in heavy demand by 
the regulars from Eastern Europe and such 
sympathetic Western nations as Sweden and 


District-level communist officials prepare 
for a Party meeting in Hanoi. 



Finland. Somehow, and you’ll never find 
out just why, Ngoc’s got it made, but don’t 
think for a moment he avoided his duty to 
the fatherland. 

From 1968 to 1971, he tells you, he was a 
driver on the Ho Chi Minh Trail — extreme¬ 
ly hazardous duty when you consider how 
heavily the Americans bombed it. 

“The American planes attacked every 
day,” said Ngoc, who came home a 
sergeant, “I was very lucky. Some of my 
friends were killed.” In 1968, he said, he 
drove some American POWs “to the rear,” 
meaning Hanoi. “They were treated well,” 
he insisted. 

His brother-in-law, Hoang Huu Hy, a 
partner in the venture, said he was wounded 
in South Vietnam’s Quang Nam Province in 
1969 while serving as a rifleman. “I feel 
angry at the Americans,” he said without 
animosity against a backdrop of walls fes¬ 
tooned with East German travel posters and 
a Sanyo calendar. “Now we have difficul¬ 
ties,” he went on. “Oh, we can accept 
them. ’ ’ 

Contrast the luxuries savored by Ngoc 
and Hy with the hardships visible in the 
government markets. In the heart of the 
city, in a drab concrete structure described 
as a department store, crowds wait to buy 
tawdry pieces of cloth at prices lower than 
those in private shops. The trouble is, most 
of the counters are bare, and displays of new 
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Le Viet or his wife — hung back in the 
shadows. She was his eldest, his daughter, 
now 17, a tiny child when I’d last seen her. 

“Le Viet, I thought you might be in the 
States.” 

With the sadness of fatalistic inevitability 
he gave me his excuse. “My kids were sick 
in 1975.1 didn’t want to leave them. Now I 
must take care of them. It is very tough.” 

Le Viet was right, though. It was danger¬ 
ous to talk. I left, promising to return. 

A couple of nights later I made my way 
back to the sordid pool hall. Le Viet’s wife 
was in the doorway. 

“Have you seen Le Viet?” she asked as I 
entered the house, “I am scared. He has not 
been home in two nights.” 

A small crowd gathered and I knew 
something was up. Policemen walked up to 
the taxi waiting outside, Le Viet’s wife im¬ 
plored me to leave before the police ques¬ 
tioned me — and her. 

But it was too late to make a clean get¬ 
away. The police ordered me to stop as soon 
as I got to the taxi. They gestured to the 
driver to wait and escorted me to a small 
open-fronted office building across the 
street — “People’s Administrative Com¬ 
mittee,” said the red-lettered sign in Viet¬ 
namese. The police were polite. So were the 
local civilian officials who showed up later. 
They just wanted to know whom I was 
seeing and why. “The people,” said one of 
them, had informed them of my first visit. 

When could I return to my hotel? Soon, 
they said. “Soon’ ’ stretched into two hours. 



Downtown Ho Chi Minh City: Tu Do Street 
looks much the same as in the days of old 
Saigon. 


Through a former South Vietnamese air 
force officer, who’d been trained in the 
United States and seemed pleased to talk to 
an American again, they asked about my 
visit to Vietnam, my background in the 
country and my relationship to Le Viet. 


Finally, they shoved a statement at me, in 
Vietnamese, dutifully translated by the ex- 
officer, stating that I “did not have permis¬ 
sion to go to this place’ ’ and had done so ‘ ‘in 
violation of the laws of the Socialist Repub¬ 
lic of Vietnam.” 

That was it. Shaking hands with me, they 
told the taxi driver to return me to my hotel. 
Much later I learned that Le Viet had finally 
come home after “confessing” his error 
and promising to deviate no more. 

It had been a light brush with a tough 
system. As an American journalist, I was a 
privileged character. The authorities, eager 
to open diplomatic relations with the United 
States in a bid for trade and aid to bolster the 
hard-hit economy, did not want an incident. 

But life for Le Viet and the five million or 
so other residents of Ho Chi Minh City 
won’t soon change — with or without U.S. 
aid. It’s a desperate struggle just to survive. 
Shopkeepers showing off souvenirs, street 
vendors selling cigarettes and candy smug¬ 
gled in from Thailand, clerks toiling for a 
pittance in airline offices — they grinned 
and shrugged when asked how they were 
doing. As many as half the potential work¬ 
ers are underemployed if not jobless, and 
the city seethes with tension that confounds 
even the tough types sent down from Hanoi 
to keep the lid on. 

Wherever you go, there is a sense of 
being watched; contacts are made surrepti¬ 
tiously, hastily, with elaborate ruses for 
avoiding the legions of plain-clothed in¬ 
formants that keep the city from erupting 



sneakers and sweaters and sandals are just 
that — display items, not for sale. 

Ask any top-ranking official for an ex¬ 
planation of the country’s problems and the 
answer is always the same: “We are not a 
rich country, we are a poor country,” ac¬ 
knowledged Hoang Tung, secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party 
and former top editor of Nhan Dan, the Party 
newspaper. “But we have achieved things 
more precious than goods or clothes,” he 
went on. “We have ended foreign domina¬ 


Vietnam’s Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach addresses the foreign press in Hanoi. 

tion, and now gradually we settle the prob¬ 
lems of the economy. We have unified our 
country and started our construction. Step by 
step we are building.” 

To get that overwhelming job done, Hanoi 
counts on the Soviet Union. About 5,000 
Soviet aid workers are scattered around the 
country, picking up on many projects m the 
south where the Americans left off. The 


Soviets, though, don’t even begin to supply 
the hard cash needed to buoy the economy, 
and they’re clearly reserited. 

“Lien so, lien so, ” said with contempt, 
is a refrain you keep hearing as you stroll 
through the city. The words mean “Soviet 
Union, Soviet Union,” but the tone is in¬ 
sulting. Let it be known that you’re ong tai, 
a “man from the West,” said a Dutchman 
working for the United Nations, and people 
are likely to respond with the equivalent of 
“good, good.” 

Part of the problem is practicality. What, 
after all, can Vietnam really do with the 
grand new Cultural Hall donated by the 
Soviets “for the workers,” or with the 
monument of Lenin that Vietnamese and 
Soviet “volunteers” are building on the 
vacant lot nearby? The commoners in Viet¬ 
nam want a better standard of living, not 
monuments and promises. 

Soviets sense Vietnamese resentment 
and, fearing a confrontation, stay bottled up 
in a compound, away from this strange and 
potentially hostile environment. Once a 
week foreigners go for the big night out — 
to dance the night away at a hotel party 
where diplomats, aid workers and local elit¬ 
ists rock and roll to Western music played 
by surprisingly good local combos. 

The laid-back mood makes for good con¬ 
versation with the normally reserved East¬ 
ern diplomats and aid workers. Here you’re 
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into open revolt. Wherever you turn, 
though, you’re likely to meet someone anx¬ 
ious to tell his plight, to ask for a favor — 
money, advice on how to get out of the 
country. 

The sense of revolt is most obvious in the 
back alleys; in dank, dingy rooms away 
from prying eyes. A former South Viet¬ 
namese army lieutenant colonel spoke in 
angry defiance of the possibilities of arrest 
and lengthy imprisonment — if not worse. 

“We don’t do nothing, just stay home,” 
he said in the pidgin English he’d learned 
from his American advisers with the South 
Vietnamese army’s airborne. “We never 
ask for jobs. The communists don’t like us. 
We want to kick them out. ’ ’ He was stocky, 
muscular, in his 40s; ready, it seemed, for 
another war. At his side was his wife, who 
begged me not to use his name. He talked 
on, naming the American adviser whom 
he’d known so I could check out his story, 
talking about those long, ultimately useless 
operations in the mountains, then describ¬ 
ing the eight and a half years he’d spent in 
prison — “re-education” — near Hanoi 
after the war. 

Sharing the room with him now was a 
former South Vietnamese army captain 
who’d been captured by the North Viet¬ 
namese in the central highland town of Ban 
Me Thuot a month before the communists’ 
final victory, released shortly afterward and 
then imprisoned for seven years after he 
tried to organize a revolt. 

‘ Tf they know I talk to you now, they will 


ON THE WAY OUT 

The crowds surge around the check-in 
counter for the Air France flight from 
Saigon to Bangkok, Little kids in 
pressed pants or party dresses, old men 
in Sunday-best suits, grandmothers in 
flowing ao dm, middle-aged men in 
business jackets,, neckties and clean 
shirts; all trying to look confident. 

This is the day. The big day. Maybe 
the biggest day of their lives. This is the 
day they are getting out of Vietnam. 
Beginning new lives. For this day they 
have been waiting for an average of three 
or four years. A year and a half just for 
the Vietnamese authorities to approve 
their exit visas. Another couple of years 
for the Vietnamese foreign ministry and 
the United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR) to process their 
applications and get approval from the 
country to which they want to go. 

It’s all legal, the best way out for the 
millions of Vietnamese who’d like to 
live almost anywhere but in Vietnam. 
It’s a lot safer — and cheaper — than 
bribing your way onto a boat at Vung 
Tau or paying even more for a perilous 
trek with uncertain guides overland 
through Cambodia to Thailand. 

Called the Orderly Departure Pro¬ 
gram (GDP), it’s a harrowing gauntlet of 


international bureaucracy that has pro¬ 
vided new homes for 106,000 Viet¬ 
namese, 46,000 in the United States, 
from 1980 to the end of April 1986. 

Chaos reigns daily at Tan Son Nhut 
Airport and the frenzy reaches a peak 
every Thursday when the big Air France 
Freedom Bird takes the load that’s going 
to the United States. Walk into the final 
departure area after check-in and cus¬ 
toms, and you feel as if you’re at a spe¬ 
cial religious observance. There is a ten¬ 
sion, a quietness broken only by chil¬ 
dren’s cries and laughs and the sound of 
a Vietnamese official calling off the 
names, one by one,^^ for the final check 
before getting on the plane out. 

Almost gingerly, reverently, the 
chosen walk to the little tables in the 
front of the room, there, they are met by 
U.S. foreign service officers, carefully 
polite, crisp, businesslike men and 
women trying hard not to appear either 
bored or arrogant. Quickly they check 
papers and name lists, ask perfunctory 
questions, then wave the passengers on 
toward the bus that will cany them to the 
plane. 

This little ritual represents the only 
regular diplomatic contact between the 
United States and Vietnam. But it doesn’t 
amount to much considering that the dip¬ 
lomats aren’t given permission to go out- 



sure to hear what it’s really like to spend a 
tour in Vietnam, surviving on shipments 
from home, boiling with fhistration over 
bureaucratic red tape and marking the days 
until you’re “back in The World,” to bor¬ 
row the old GI expression, 

“I don’t like the Vietnamese,” said a 
young Czech woman sent here to teach Eng¬ 


In modern-day Vietnam, bicycles still 
provide the primary form of transportation. 

lish, of all things. “They’re dirty.” She 
looked flirtatiously at a Polish official while 
her husband chatted with a Vietnamese girl. 

“The Vietnamese come here, yes,” said 
a woman working for the United Nations, 


“but they’re only the upper classes.” The 
music blared out of the hotel dining room, 
audible down the otherwise quiet street 
where a Vietnamese woman cooked ears of 
com over a small stove and sold them for a 
few dong apiece. 

A few blocks away, a red neon sign 
flashed “Cafe” from an enticing little win¬ 
dow. Inside were magazine blowups of 
Western film stars of a generation ago and 
fading ads for French and American liquors. 
Not that you can get any Western booze 
there—only bottles of Russian vodka lined 
a cabinet shelf. 

Across the street, around the comer, 
another “cafe” competed in what is clearly 
the city’s closest approach to a nightclub 
district. A couple of bureaucrats — identifi¬ 
able as such by their uniformlike slacks and 
short-sleeved jackets, chatted at a small 
table, and a young couple snuggled in a 
corner. The bureaucrats, reluctantly 
answering some questions, admitted to 
“shortages” and “lack of spare parts” for 
basic equipment but said they have enough. 
I wondered vaguely what the 3.5 million 
Vietnamese still in the army — fighting in 
Cambodia, guarding against China, most of 
all keeping the country from exploding in a 

The war winds down: A female soldier 
strolls through the streets of Hanoi during 
the spring of 1973. 
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outside the airport. In fact, they too board 
the same Air France plane back to Bang¬ 
kok-^ riding first class, courtesy of the 
airline, in return for the enormous busi¬ 
ness Air France gets from the program. 
It sounds like a fairly easy process 
except for the sheer numbers of appli¬ 
cants, but those that get to the plane have 
a lot going for them that the average 
Vietnamese citizen doesn’t. To qualify 
for a U.S. visa a Vietnamese must meet 


Vietnamese children pose for a picture 
during a carnival in the village of Binh 
Da, near Hanot 


one of the follbwing requirements: have 
relatives in the United States, have proof 
of past or present employment mih the 
U S. government or one of its agencies, 
or have worked for an American eo^ 
papy. 


Amerasians rank highly among those 
most likely to make it through the maze. 
Vietnam maintains it doesn-t want the 
often light-haired, oversized kids left be¬ 
hind by their American fathers, and the 
United States gives them special prefer¬ 
ence. Still, U.S. and Vietnamese offi¬ 
cials wrangle over how to cat^orize 
them, 

* Tor the Vietnamese side the Amera- 
sian issue should be considered separate¬ 
ly,” says Fran^oise Muller, die French 
woman until recently in charge of the 
UNHCR office. “For the U.S., Amera¬ 
sians are part of the Orderly Departure 
Program. Thirty-six hundred Amera¬ 
sians and their immediate family mem¬ 
bers, mostly mothers, were among the 
12,000 who made it to the United States 

“Vietnam and the United States also 
afgue bitterly about delays in process¬ 
ing. Vietnam early this year made the 
job much tougher than it already was by 
ordering the departure of five or six 
Americans working in the UNHCR 
office helping to screen applicants. The 
Vietnamese claim the United States has 
certain priorities, sometimes for certain 
people with close ties to the United 
States,” says Muller. “The Vietnamese 
are very unhappy that the United States 
did not increase the program.v ^ 
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kill me right away,” he said, sneering at the 
prospect. 

Iheard other stories, too. One morning in 
Givial’s, the coffee shop on the main square 
known to a generation of correspondents 
and political gossips, a youngish man told 
an improbable tale about keeping the bodies 
of GIs buried near his house. The next day 
he returned with the imprints of three dog- 
tags: Strouse, Howard D.; Clements, 
Richard L,; and Rangeloff, Roger A., with 
serial numbers, blood types and religions. A 
day later he pressed into my hand a small 
packet that he said contained bits of teeth 
and bones — “evidence” for me to take to 
the U.S. Joint Casualty Resolution Center. 
Furtively, looking around for signs that 
someone was watching us, he promised he 
could lead investigators to the grave of a 
dozen GIs who’d gone down in a helicopter 
while fighting north of Saigon during the 
North Vietnamese offensive in the spring of 
1972. 

rd covered the offensive, going up Route 
13 north of Saigon past the U.S. bases at 
Ben Cat and Lai Khe to a town named Chon 
Thanh, on the way to An Loc, surrounded at 
the time by several divisions of North Viet¬ 
namese troops. It was one of the toughest 
battles of the war — with perhaps 50,000 
dead and wounded on both sides. I believed 
the man’s story and wondered how many 
more one might hear that sounded true amid 
the phony tales concocted in hopes of get¬ 
ting entry visas to the United States. 

(The fate of these three MIAs remains a 


score of civil wars — do during leave ... if 
they get any. 

The next day, among the stalls of a 
sprawling government market, I saw a cou¬ 
ple of one-legged beggars, possibly war 
veterans, and a small boy leading a blind 
woman. In one of the stalls a smiling old 
lady sold delicious-looking moon cakes. 
“Not many people can buy,” she com¬ 
plained. “They don’t have enough money. 
The price of rice is higher now than be¬ 
fore.” 

Another woman, overhearing the con¬ 
versation, said taxes were going up. “Some 
people don’t sell anything,” she said. She 
gets by, though, on the salary her husband 
makes as a truck driver. Together, they 
scrape together enough for themselves and 
count on help occasionally from their five 
children, now aged 23 to 25. A sixth, a son, 
was killed while fighting around Kontum, 
in the Central Highlands, in 1970. 

“I am very sad,” she said. “First his 
friends told me — and then the government 
formally confirmed it. ” Does she ever won¬ 
der why he fought? “It is an obligation to 
fight the enemy,” she answered simply, 
impassively, before my guide, who rose to 
the rank of captain and has a son now serv¬ 
ing in Cambodia, broke into the conversa¬ 
tion. “That’s enough,” he stated matter-of- 
factly. 

I wondered how the rural countryside 


mystery to this day. I gave the dog tag 
imprints and bone fragments to a State De¬ 
partment official who later acknowledged 
turning them over to an Army officer at the 
Joint Casualty Resolution Center’s office at 
the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok. When I 
asked the Pentagon what had happened to 
my little contribution, I was promised a 
reply from the JCRC office in Hawaii. I 

An NVA soldier stands in a crowd of his 
comrades listening to the exhortations of a 
communist political ofHcer. 


heard nothing.) 

A stroll through downtown Ho Chi Minh 
City is enough to make anyone realize that 
no Asian version of the American Dream 
will come soon to Vietnam. Communism 
has replaced the brief glimpse of life in the 
United States with a realistic fatalism. But 
the longing for America is just under the 
surface; half the city would gladly leap on 
the next flight from Tan Son Nhut airport to 
Bangkok to the USA if given the chance. 

And some try to create their own chance. 
“Can you help, please,” asked a woman 



64 SOLBIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 86 







selling cigarettes at the traffic circle at the 
end of Nguyen Hue, the “Street of Flow¬ 
ers,” where vendors still hawk huge bou¬ 
quets as they’ve done ever since the French 
colonial era. She smiled, just as she would 
to a GI in one of the Tu Do street bars, long 
since converted to souvenir shops. Beside 
her, dressed like her mother in Vietnamese- 
style pajamas, was a girl about 17—brown¬ 
haired, light-skinned, slightly chubby, with 
a wide-open American-style smile. “I live 
with her father long time, ” said the woman. 
“He don’t write to me. I want to go to 
United States and look for him. Can you 
help, please?” She looked around careful¬ 
ly, eyes narrowing. “Police,” she said. 
“They see me, they get me later. Don’t talk 
too long.” 

Sometimes the faces — lined, resigned, 
impassive — flicker in recognition. The 
gap-toothed little man who cleared tables at 
Boda’s, on Tu Do opposite the Air France 
office in the CaraveUe Hotel (the names 
have all been changed, of course, but I 
forget the new ones), said he remembered 
me. 

Down the street at the Majestic Hotel, 
overlooking the river, I sought out the room 
where I’d stayed for two years writing a book 
and scores of articles and discovered it was 
now an office. Upstairs, five floors up on a 
rickety French-built cage of an elevator now 
encased in tacky fiber glass, the maitre d’ 
and a couple of aged waiters remembered 
me, too. They shook their heads derisively 
when asked how they liked their new Soviet 


Vietnamese civilians stiO manage to make 
ends meet by peddling goods on the streets 
of Ho Chi Minh City. 

and East European guests. No way to get 
out, said the maitre d’ — no money for the 
boats that had already carried hundreds of 
thousands away through treacherous waters 
to Thailand or Malaysia, no way to get on the 
list under which a select few now left by 


plane on the Orderly Departure Program. 
‘ ‘Life is bad, ’ ’ he said, turning his palm up in 
the French gesture of submissive accep¬ 
tance. 

For an American back in Saigon, though, 
the sense persists that Saigon will always be 
Saigon; Hanoi may pretend to rule it but will 
never really subdue it. Black market stalls 
laden with goodies smuggled in from Thai¬ 
land, Hong Kong, Singapore attest to that. 


would compare with the city. My guide took 
me to Binh Da, a prosperous village in the 
richest rice country of the Red River Delta. 
It was a mere 14 miles southwest of the 
capital, a pleasant jaunt down paved roads, 
through fertile land where poverty and eco¬ 
nomic hardship seem impossible. Local 
officials gladly confirmed the level of 
prosperity and happiness, and one of them 
pointed out the progress of the area since the 
B-52 bombings during the “Christmas 
bombing” ordered by President Nixon in 
December of 1972 before the signing of the 
Paris Peace. 

“None were shot down here,” he said, 
“but at night we saw fights.” A mile or so 
away, he told me, you can see the depression 
in the soil where the bombs fell — now 
planted over with rice. ‘ ‘This is not a military 
target but the Americans bomb anyway. It is 
the mistake of the United States government 
to bomb the rice farmers.” 

Beside him in the small open-fronted 
commune office, another official said he 
served six years in the south, near Saigon, 
as a squad leader. “I was wounded twice,” 
he said, “but when I came back I got money 
from the government.” 

In an old pagoda down the road, the com¬ 
mune chairman, Nguyen Tien Ty, said he 
served as a battalion commander around 
Ban Me Thuot in the highlands but escaped 
without a scratch. “I hate the American 


soldiers,” he said, parroting a government 
line, “but we love the American people 
because they support the Vietnamese peo¬ 
ple.” 

Outside the pagoda, I noticed fighting 
cocks, feathers shining, beaks defiant, 
preening in wicker cages. Cockfights were 

Flowers sell well in Hanoi, despite the poor 
economy. 


on for the afternoon, the height of the car¬ 
nival after the officials have handed out all 
the special achievement medals. Kids 
eagerly surged around the birds, and men 
scrutinized carefully, betting secretively on 
the winners. 

It was an image of vitality and violence, 
but it’s hardly typical. Off the guided tour 
are the “military areas,” the projects that 
Swedish and other Western aid workers say 
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Old Saigon will never quite outlive its 
boomtown past before the communist 
takeover. 

I went by Saigon taxi to the edge of town, 
on an American-built highway leading to 
the air base, checking out the little coffee 


shops where a Vietnamese friend had told 
me people might talk freely — or more 
freely than downtown. Here was where GIs 

American POWs prepare to leave Hanoi on 
29 March 1973. 


had once hung out, among faded tailor 
shops and massage parlors and bars, and 
here, in the first cafe 1 saw, sat a couple of 
Vietnamese, probably intellectuals, judging 
from their glasses, the pens in their pockets, 
the pursed, thin lips. 1 sat down in a tiny 










chair, ordered a small coffee and asked one 
of the men what was happening. 

‘ ‘We talk here, ” he said. ‘ ‘There are very 
few police.” His narrowed eyes belied his 
confidence, darting toward the windows 
and door as we chatted. “More than half the 


- m 






Looking down Nguyen Hue toward the 
Saigon River from the Huu Nghi Hotel. 

people have no jobs. We hate the North 
Vietnamese. We hate the communists. 
Some day we will overthrow them. You will 
see.” 

I laughed. The conversation reminded me 
of all those coffee-shop interviews of 
bygone times when political rebels talked 


darkly of overthrowing the U.S.-backed 
regime. “No, we will,” he insisted. “You 
wait- We can. ” Hastily he swilled down his 
coffee. “We do not like communists. We 
not like corrupt people. We want our own 
government.” 

I had heard it all before, often. The man 
looked outside. “Police,” he said. “No 
more talk.” I belted down my cup and 
left. ^ 



The jeeps are gone: Motorists on cycles 
have replaced military vehicles on the circle 
at the end of Nguyen Hue. 

are falling far short of goals, the desolate 
stretches of overgrown forests and farm¬ 
lands, the maze of red tape of a deadening 
bureaucratic machine. 

“So far we’ve seen no evidence of a 
desire for reform, ’ ’ said a Western diplomat 
based here. “They’re 10 years into reuni¬ 
fication and importing more than ever. How 
long can the government expect people to 
tighten their belts? One cannot help wonder¬ 
ing if war isn’t a necessity for them — but 
how long can they go on like this?” 

That’s a question that bums itself on the 
minds of most visitors as they survey the 
throngs bicycling silently through the city. 


to work, to market, to home and family — 
but rarely to play. 

“These people seem to be motivated by 
war,” said an Englishwoman who com¬ 
mutes between here and Saigon for the Unit¬ 
ed Nations. “It’s the only thing that in¬ 
terests them. There’s an underlying cruelty 
about them. Look, their faces somehow 
contort.” 

It’s a harsh judgment, but one that’s hard 
to refute in a setting of pervasive suffering 
and fear. The Vietnamese seem content to 
continue to grind along barely above abject 
poverty, hoping vainly for empty “econom¬ 
ic plans” to bail them out. Perhaps Hanoi 
will shake itself out of its ideological fog 
and steer away from the Soviets who keep 
Vietnam tied to an unrealistic plan for the 
future. ^ 
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SOF UNIT REPORT 


GROUPEMENT DE 
FESILIERS MARIIVS 

COMMANDOS 

French Soldiers of the Sea 

by Gerald Ellis 




G ROUPEMENT de Fusiliers Marins 
Commandos probably doesn’t sound 
familiar, unless one is in special operations 
or a student of the world’s elite fighting 
units. They are only slightly better known as 
the Marine Commando Group of the French, 
navy. While there are no marines in the 
French armed forces, at least as they are 
known in the United States, the terra fusi¬ 
liers marins is often translated as marine 
instead of naval infantry. 

By anyone’s definition, however, these 
are naval troops. And even though naval 
infantry would be a more accurate transla¬ 
tion, the French like to call them marines. 

France abolished its tri-service amphibi¬ 
ous command in 1968-69, after its colonial 
empire had been reduced to a fraction of its 
former scope. Now the marine commando 


LEFT: French Naval Commando beret 
badge. 

RIGHT: French Combat Swimmer chest 
brevet. 

group forms part of the Commandement des 
Fusiliers Marins (Cofusma, or Naval Infan¬ 
try Command) which also consists of the 
fusiliers marins protection (security) com¬ 
panies and the fusiliers marins school. 

The fusiliers marins commandos, now 
much smaller than their original size, not 
only must maintain an amphibious capabil¬ 
ity, but they also keep alive the rich marine 
traditions in the French navy. They have a 
wealth of history and experience to aid them 
in this task. 

The early French sailors specializing in 
infantry warfare were designated Troupes 
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de Marine. The first unit was formed in 
1622, under the title Premiere Compagnie 
de la Mer (1st Company of the Sea) by 
Cardinal de Richelieu, the chief minister to 
King Louis XIII. This unit was later ex¬ 
panded to become the ler Regiment de 
Marine (1st Marine Regiment). In 1769, 
Duke de Choiseul created the Corps Royaux 
d 'Infanterie et d 'Artillerie de Marine (Royal 
Corps of Marine Infantry and Artillery), 
composed of 24 companies. 

A few years later this formation was 
reorganized and replaced by the Corps 
Royal des Canonniers Matelots (Royal 
Corps of Seamen Gunners), and the Vb7- 
tigeurs, Grenadiers and Fusiliers (boarders, 
grenadiers and riflemen) of the Regiment 
Royal Vaisseaux (Royal Ship’s Regiment). 
It was under this title that the French 
marines helped the United States win inde¬ 
pendence in the American Revolution. 

Tracing the lineage of the French units is 
difficult because of conflicting and confus- 


ABOVE: Work clothes for these 
commandos consist of their green berets, 
camo blouses and khaki shorts. Photo: 
French navy 

RIGHT: Prepared for the dip, flipper-clad 
combat swimmers parachute into the sea. 
Photo: French navy 

ing early accounts. But the Regiment Royal 
Vaisseaux and the Corps Royal des Canon¬ 
niers Matelots apparently lost their long col¬ 
orful names and reverted to the title of d'In- 
fanterie et d*Artillerie de Marine. 

Further clouding their history was the fact 
that these units served on land for so long 
with the regular army that they came to be 
looked on as regular infantry. Helping save 
the French marines from obscurity was a 
decision by their navy to reinstate fusiliers 
marins and canonniers marins (marines and 
marine gunners) military specialties in 
1856. 

By the time of the Franco-Prussian War 


of 1870-71, the various marine units had 
regained some of their distinctive identity. 
During this conflict over 28,000 fusiliers 
marins and canonniers manns, plus an equal 
number of d*in fanterie et d*artillerie de 
marine, helped defend Paris. 

These naval troops were quite successful 
in their service, both at home and abroad. 
By the early 1870s, the array had gained 
control of part of the navy’s marines. The 
d'lnfanterie et d'Ardllerie de Marine were 
renamed Troupes Coloniales and divided 
into Infanterie Coloniale and Artillerie Co- 
loniale. 

The War Ministry set up a separate de¬ 
partment to administer the new colonial 
troops, and allowed them to wear an anchor 
on their tunic collars as a distinctive insig¬ 
nia. The anchor insignia was later trans¬ 
ferred to shoulder boards and to the front of 
the helmet. For over 90 years the colonials 
campaigned in France’s overseas territories 
until the territories ceased to exist. 

The colonials reverted to the term 
“marines” in 1961. The “new” marines, 
however, are still under array control and 
while they have training in landing opera¬ 
tions, they are not specialists in amphibious 
warfare. 

Following the loss of the d'infanterie et 
d"artillerie de marine to the army, the navy 
was left with just its fusiliers marins, which 
it expanded. There was no danger of losing 
these men to the army because they were 
sailors with sailors’ duties aboard ships. 
Later, of course, they would be taken off the 
ships and made into naval infantry again, 
particularly during the world wars. 

Following World War I, in which the two 
regiments of the Admiral Ronarch Brigade 
played an important role, particularly dur¬ 
ing the righting at Dixmude and Yser, the 
size of the marines declined and only a small 
force was maintained. 

When World War n occurred and France 
was overrun, some of these marines left 
France to continue the struggle from Eng¬ 
land; others came later in answer to de 
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Gaulle’s appeal to fight. The few marines 
that arrived in England were supplemented 
by sailors without ships and trained as 
marines. One of the first signs that the new 
“Free French” army was a viable force 
occurred on 23 August 1940, when General 
de Gaulle and King George VI of England 
reviewed the fledgling formations. Among 
the numerous units present was one of fusi¬ 
liers marins. This battalion, and its sister 
battalions that were formed later, fought in 
numerous actions in various parts of the 
Middle East, Mediterranean, and Western 
Europe, winning new glory for the fusiliers 
marins. 

The battalion in England was sent to 
Egypt to support the British Desert Army. 
In December 1940, when General Wavell 
launched his offensive against the Italians in 
Libya, the battalion was in the forefront of 
the attack. During the Syrian campaign of 
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French Combat Swimmers during an 
underwater training mission wear life vests 
and closed-circuit breathing gear. Note 
instrument boards with depth gauge and 
compass. Photo: French navy 

early 1941, which pitted Frenchman against 
Frenchman, a battalion of fusiliers marins 
was part of the Free French invasion force 
which consisted of over a division. The 
veterans from the Syrian campaign were 
used in the Second Libyan Campaign of 
November 1941-January 1942. Swollen by 
new recruits, the French army was able to 
field a much larger force, which included a 
marine regiment. This unit was the fusiliers 
marins battalion, mentioned earlier, rein¬ 
forced with elements from the 23rd Colonial 
Infantry Regiment. 

One of the most famous battles of the 
desert war was fought at Bir Hacheim in 


early June 1942. This desert outpost was the 
southern anchor of a strong defensive line. 
Garrisoned only with Free French troops, it 
is remembered as a gallant defense con¬ 
ducted by the Foreign Legion under the 
command of General Koenig against major 
elements of the German Afrika Korps, 
Generally overlooked, however, is the fact 
that a fusiliers marins battalion assisted the 
famous 13eme Demi-Brigade de la Legion 
Etrangere (13 DBLE) in the defense of this 
desolate but important position. The 
marines, as part of the Free French forces, 
campaigned across North Africa with the 
British 8th Army until the final surrender of 
all German forces in Tunisia. 

Two other marine organizations served 
during WWn, and these were the ler Regi¬ 
ment Fusiliers Marins (IRFM) and the 
2eme Regiment BlindSe Fusiliers Marins 
(2RBFM, or 2nd Marine Armored Reg- 
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iment). 

The 1st Marine Regiment, an outgrowth 
of the original single battalion, fought in 
Italy with the French Expeditionary Force, 
and then participated in the invasion of 
southern France during Operation Dragoon/ 
Anvil The 1st RFM fought up the Rhone 
River valley and then into Alsace before 
penetrating the German homeland. The 2nd 
RBFM landed at Normandy as part of the 
2nd (French) Armored Division, command¬ 
ed by General Leclerc, and swept across 
France. It participated in the liberation of 
Paris and then secured the city of Strasbourg 
before crossing into Germany. 

These fusiliers marins formations were 
not really all marines, nor were they naval. 
They were actually composed of a few 
French marines augmented by colonial 
troops and serving under the marine title. 

After the dust of World War II had settled 


and the French had reappraised their armed 
forces based on the projected needs of the 
French Union, the navy decided to reduce 
its large fusiliers marins formations to a 
relatively small naval commando unit for 
operations worldwide. The commandos that 
were formed are still the amphibious experts 
of the French armed forces. Other than the 
commandos, the only fusiliers marins 
formations are the 15 protection companies 
and sections that exist to secure the navy’s 
many important installations. Another 
French naval organization exists, however, 
and this unit will be described first. 

The Corps de Debarquement (Landing 
Force) is composed of specially chosen na¬ 
val personnel trained in infantry tactics, but 
who maintain normal sailors’ jobs aboard 
ships. The size of the sailor-cum-soldier 
detachment on a ship will vary with the size 
of the vessel. An aircraft carrier would 
probably have one company with two or 
three sections, a cruiser might have a com¬ 
pany with two sections, while a destroyer or 
frigate could have one section with two or 
three combat teams. 

In addition to their normal shipboard 
duties the members of the Corps de De¬ 
barquement are also used for shore patrol 
(military police) duties, security of ship¬ 
board centers, and shore-based installa¬ 
tions. They are also useful for “showing the 
flag” in foreign ports or troubled areas. 
These sailor-soldiers may be the first on the 
scene to secure an embassy or protect 
French citizens and property in the event of 
trouble, so their military training is quite 
rigorous. In this age of revolutions, coups 
and terrorism, the Corps de Debarquement 
may be employed on numerous occasions in 
the future. 

Ironically, France’s infantry fighting ex¬ 
perts probably come from its navy — the 
Groupement de Fusiliers Marins Comman¬ 
dos, the formal name of the Commandos 
Marine, or naval commandos. But gone are 
the large formations of fusiliers marins. All 
that is left to carry on the name and tradi- 



ABOVE: French marine commando wears a 
Bergen-type rucksack on the obstacle 
course. Photo: French navy 

BELOW: A trainee leaps 10-plus feet into a 
sand pit as part of a confidence-building 
course. Photo: French navy 



BOTTOM: The strain of a forced march 
shows on the faces of some of these 
commando trainees. A very small 
percentage will finally qualify. Photo: 
French navy 
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CLOTfflNG AND 
EQUIPMENT 

Being part of the navy, the standard 
dress uniform for the fusUkrs mahns is 
the traditional sailor suit, including the 
famous matelot (sailor) cap with its red 
puff on top. The attire has earned them 
the nickname **}es demoiselles aux pom¬ 
pons rouges^^' (maidens with red pom¬ 
pons). Be sure to smile when you say it, 
however, and be prepared to fight orrun. 
Not all French naval commandos see the 
humor. 

Naval commandos are distinguished 
from regular French sailors only by the 
parachute brevet on their right chest. In 
the case of the nageurs de combat, they 
wear a special winged anchor badge with 
twin se^orses superimposed bn it. The 
dress uniform might be the regular navy 
uniform, but for work they wear army 
combat dress. In the 1950s, the standard 
combat uniform for the commandos was 
M1946 green trousers (with large cargo 
pockets like American field pants) and a 
camouflage jacket of the leopard pat¬ 
tern. This jacket appears to be based on 
the American Marine WWII-era camou¬ 
flage jacket that was supplied to the 
French in large numbers during the war 
in Indochina. Now, however, the naval 
commandos wear the current ‘‘general 
issue*’ camouflage uniform in the 
French disruptive pattern — also called 
tiger-stripe or lizard pattern — or the 
M1964 oUve-green uiiform {Satin 300) 
with its vertically zippered chest pock¬ 
ets, Often the commandos are seen in 
photos wearing an QD uniform with 
large patch pockets, secured with two 
snaps, similar to the old OD para-type 
uniform. This may be a transitional uni¬ 
form between the M1947-series para 


tions is a small naval commando force of 
about 600 men organized into four assault 
commandos of about company size. The 
four assault commandos, named Jaubert, 
Trepel, de Montfort and de Penfentenyo, 
are based at Lorient on the Bay of Biscay. 
The naval commandos are trained in am¬ 
phibious assaults. Their specialty, though, 
is small-boat ops. They deploy at company 
strength or less. They are trained for hit- 
and-run raids, sabotage, liaison with shore 
agents, beach reconnaissance, general in¬ 
telligence missions, coup de mains, and, of 
course, assault landings. 

The current naval commandos were con¬ 
stituted in 1948, patterned after their World 
War II brethren in No. 10 (Inter-Allied) 
Commando. Number 10 (I-A) Commando 
consisted mainly of foreign nationals who 
escaped the Nazis and reached England. 
French staffed No. 1 Troop, while No. 2 

Roping down from an SA321 helicopter, the 
method is very similar to that used by 
British commandos. Photo: French navy 


unifornis — in both camouflage ^d OD 
— and the M1964 uniform. 

The French naval commandos of to¬ 
day have traditions and ties to the 
marines of 1622. But they are also keep¬ 
ing the heritage of the World War II 
commandos alive, much like the Royal 
Marines kebp the riadifibns and heritage 
of the army and marine commandos 
alive through their use of the name 
“commando” and the wearing of the 
green beret. Thel^nch hav^I Goiriman- 
dos also wear the green beret (with their 
field and combat drbss), which was 
adopted by their predecessors in No. 10 
(I-A) Commando in 1943, and on it they 
pin virtually the same bronzed cap badge 
that the WWII commandos adopted and 
wore from April 1944. 

Thb only apptuint difler^ 
the badges is in the scroil at the bottom. 
On the WWII badge th^scrpll read -'let 
BHod PM Commando/- while the cur¬ 
rent badge reads ‘ ‘ Commando Marine, ’ ’ 
The ribbon scroll on the WWII badge 
had an anchor at the left end and a star at 
the right end while the present scroll has 
an anchor at both ends. The remainder of 
the badge, a shield with a Lorraine cross 
in the comer, and a sailing ship with a 
dagger superimposed, remains the 
same. 

Berets are common in European 
armies, particularly a^wng the French, 
who probably inveit{^it. The comman¬ 
dos, however, are eisy^ spot because 
they wear their berets in the British 
fashion, tilting to the right. They seem to 
be unique in doing this and are probably 
the only unit in the French armed forces 
that do so. The beret of the 1950s and 
^60s was different from Us British ances¬ 
tor in that it was fuller, being more like 
the large one worn by the Chasseurs 


Troop was composed of Dutch, No. 3 of 
Germans and Austrians, No. 4 of Belgians, 
No. 5 of Norwegians, and No. 6 of Poles. 

The French troop was commanded by 
Commandant Philippe Kieffer, a naval in¬ 
fantry officer. Later, another French troop, 
No. 8, was formed and added to No, 10 
(I-A) Commando. These two units were the 
core of the ler Bataillon Fusiliers Marins 
Commandos which was formed in England 
and served as the parent unit for the French 
commandos. 

Throughout 1943 and early ’44, the 
French and other commandos conducted 
small raids and reconnaissance missions 
along the occupied coast of Europe. Most of 
these missions were to survey proposed 
landing sites or to provide information on 
German coastal defenses. Some ops were 
designed to mislead the Germans about 
Allied intentions. 

During the Overlord invasion at Norman¬ 
dy, the two French troops were attached to 
Lord Lovat’s No. 1 Special Service Bri¬ 
gade, which landed at Sword Beach near the 


Alpins, Photos seem to indicate a crown 
seam, which would mean it was made in 
two parts — that or a crease was pressed 
into it. Presently, the beret appears ex¬ 
actly like its Royal Marines* counterpart 
in color and size. 

For conventional landing operations 
the commandos wear full combat equip¬ 
ment (helmet* trousers, boots and web 
gear) but for raids and clandestine ops, 
equipment is selected for the particular 
mission and usually consists of the basic 
essentials, such ^ a camo shirt, swim 
trunks, patrol boots, knife, ammunition 
and rifle* The combat swimmers are 
rarely seen out of their wetsuits. 

The combat swimmers use a special 
oxygen rebreather of French design that ’ 
releases no telltale bubbles into the wa¬ 
ter, Because the rebreather rests oh the 
chest, a special life vest has been de¬ 
signed that permits inflation without in¬ 
terfering with the breauhing unit. The air 
chambers are on each side of the oxygen 
unit and under the arms. 

The weapons of the naval commandos 
have changed as the French have mod¬ 
ernized then arsenal . The current weapon 
is the FA MAS 5.56mm assault rifle, of 
bullpup design, with that unique carrying 
handle-cum-sight. Recent photographs 
show navalcommandos using the Svriss- 
designed SG-540 5.56mm assault rifle 
with folding stock, as manufactured 
under license by Manurhin SA. This rifle 
was an interim weapon until the FA MAS 
rifle became available. Although the FA 
MAS rifle is supposed to replace the 
MAS 7.5mm M-49/56 semiautomatic 
rifle and the MAT-49 9mm submachine 
gun, it is expected that the MAT-49 SMG 
will be around for several more years as it 
is extremely popular due to its compact 
size and reliability* 
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mouth of the Ome River. The mission of the 
1st S.S. Brigade was to link up with the 
British 6th Airborne Division, which had 
seized some key inland bridges. They 
reached their objective after fierce fighting 
during the afternoon of 6 June. 

Movie buffs may recall in the film classic 
The Longest Day a segment on the French 
commandos’ battle for the casino at Ouistre- 
ham after their assault landing. This same 
battalion fought again at Walcheren in 
October 1944. 

Another commando formation existed, 
and that was the naval parachute commando 
Ponchardier, named after the major in com¬ 
mand. This unit was formed late in the war 
for service in Southeast Asia. It arrived in 
Ceylon (presently Sri Lanka) in 1945, just 
before the war ended. But the unit and 
several others were sent on anyway with 
orders to reoccupy Vietnam and other 
French colonial possessions in Indochina. 

The unit history of this airborne naval 
commando unit reflects very difficult fight¬ 
ing in the Saigon area in 1946. Although it 
was a “naval parachute commando,” not 
all members were naval, parachutists or 
commandos. 

One of these exceptions was the platoon 
commander himself, Roger Trinquier, who 
was an infantry captain who did not attend 
the parachute or commando schools until 
after his Vietnam tour, service which pro¬ 
vided him with an abundance of on-the-job 
training. Trinquier also is known in French 
military circles for forming the Groupement 
de Commando Mixtes Aeroportes (GCMA, 
or Composite Airborne Commando Group), 
later renamed the Groupement Mixte d"In- 
tervention (GMI, or Composite Interven¬ 
tion Group). 

During the Indochina War, the French 
naval commandos operated along the coasts 
of Indochina and in the vast river networks 
as well. Naval commando units of various 
sizes conducted landing operations against 
Viet Minh guerrillas. Most of these naval 
commandos were assigned to the various 
Dinassaut (Division Navale d'Assaut, or 
Naval Assault Division) units, which were 
groupings of armored naval landing craft 
and army and navy amphibious troops. 
American Riverine forces used in South 
Vietnam were patterned on the French 
Dinassaut concept. 

Following the French defeat in Indochina, 
the naval commandos were used in Algeria to 
hunt guerrillas and provide security at key 
naval installations. TTie navy fielded a demi- 
brigade of commandos — normally three in¬ 
dependent battalions — for Algeria. But they 
also found time to take part in the Anglo- 
French invasion of Egypt in 1956, when they 
were landed at Port Fuad to reinforce the 
“paras” dropped there. After that political 
fiasco it was back to Algeria. 

The naval commandos are organized into 
two branches, the regular commandos — if 
there is such a thing as “regular” comman¬ 
dos — and the combat swimmers. 

The commandos are trained in conven¬ 
tional unconventional warfare training. All 


Two Zodiac rubber boats with French naval 
commandos approach their support vessel 
after a mission. The Zodiac on the left 
contains field radio. The men are armed 
with SG-540 Swiss assault rifles in 5.56mm. 
Photo: French navy 

are volunteers from regular naval units. If 
selected, candidates begin a four-month 
training program at the fusiliers marins 
school at Lorient. Like most courses of this 
nature, physical conditioning, combat train¬ 
ing and shooting are stressed. If he passes 
the primary training phase, the recruit is 
further screened for commando service 
through rigorous physical and mental ex¬ 
aminations. 

Now the really tough training begins. The 
recruit is packed off to the parachute school 
at Pau for three weeks of intensive training. 
This tends to weed out a few more of the 
faint-hearted. Those who graduate from 
jump school go on to the naval commando 
group for a month of intermediate comman¬ 
do training. This includes cliff-climbing 
and rappelling sessions, crossing a “hasty- 
rig” two-rope bridge (one rope high to hold 
and one low to walk on — no safety strap) 
strung very high over a sea inlet between 
steep cliffs. Additional training includes 
obstacle courses punctuated with long, ex¬ 
hausting forced marches, close-combat 
training and incessant field exercises with 
little or no sleep. 

Since these men are “naval” comman¬ 
dos, their training is advanced in amphibi¬ 
ous assault operations of the sort practiced 
by British and American marines. Then 
comes small-boat handling with rubber in¬ 
flatable boats, dinghies and folding kayaks. 
Infiltration, reconnaissance, and escape and 
evasion are drilled. 

When all is said and done, about two 
percent of those who volunteer are finally 
accepted for commando duty. 

Following the course the new comman¬ 
dos are assigned to one of the four assault 
commandos for further training. The com¬ 
plete training of a commando may take as 
long as six months before he is considered 
operational, but eventually he is deployed 


with sections of the assault commandos or 
their detachments spread from France to 
Tahiti. 

The second specialty of the naval com¬ 
mandos is combat swimming. Combat 
swimmers (nageurs de combat) are on a par 
with the U.S. Navy SEALs or the British 
Special Boat Squadron (SBS), trained to use 
air, land and sea techniques to reach objec¬ 
tives. They were created in 1951. Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel Morlanne sent Captain Bob 
Maloubier of the Special Air Service and 
Ship-Ensign Riffaud to England for frog¬ 
man training. They returned to help open 
the first combat swimmer school at Arzew, 
Algeria, the site of the amphibious warfare 
center. Later the school was relocated to 
Saint-Mandrier, near the large naval base at 
Toulon. 

This unit is extremely small, consisting 
of only about 40 men. The detachment is 
known as Hubert Commando, after a ftisj- 
lier sub-lieutenant that was killed in a land¬ 
ing accident. 

In addition to the “normal” commando 
training they are extensively schooled in 
skiing, winter survival, mountaineering, 
and arctic through-the-ice diving. Then 
there is training in underwater demolition, 
landing site selection, beach reconnais¬ 
sance, hydrographic surveys, coastal and 
harbor infiltration, mine clearance and 
sabotage. 

Combat swimmers favor the kayak for 
infiltration because it is collapsible and will 
fit through a submarine hatch. The Nauti- 
raid — the type used by the nageurs de 
combat — is strong and will carry two men 
and equipment through rough seas. Re¬ 
liance on the two-man kayak is one reason 
the basic combat team consists of two men. 
Another favorite is the Zodiac inflatable 
boat, with or without an outboard motor. 
Nageurs de combat also practice night para¬ 
chuting into the sea. 

The bottom line is that whether day or 
night — by air, land and especially sea — a 
little-known specialty unit rich in history 
and tradition keeps France ready to answer 
the call for special operations and insurgen¬ 
cy or counterinsurgency warfare. ^ 
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STRIKE 

ONE, 

STRIKE 

TWO... 

Reagan Wins 
a Double Header 

by Dale Andrade 

B lows were not unexpected, but when they fell the 
world was shocked into recognition of a new face of 
the war against terrorism. President Ronald Reagan’s 
decision to strike at Libya In response to its sponsorship of 
world terror was calculated to erode the foundations of the 
terror network over the long haul. Few people expected 
Khadaffi to pull in his horns after a single slap. 

The administration had pondered action aimed at 
Khadaffi since Reagan was elected president, and now the 
years of debating possibilities had reached a climax: The 
time to act arrived. A final decision to test the desert 
dictator’s bravado in the Gulf of Sidra marked the 
beginning of a new response to Khadaffl’s unbridled 




bullying. 

Since Reagan’s first term in office, a military strike at 
Khadaffi’s sandbox was rarely in the cards. That’s not to 
say that Libya hasn’t been a thorn in Reagan’s side since 
his early days as president. A CIA report put in his hands 
during his first months in office set the scene. Entitled 
“Libya, Aims and Vulnerabilities,’’ it gave a threatening 
forecast of Khadaffl’s growing challenge to U.S. interests in 
the Middle East and Africa. “More adventurism’’ on Libya’s 
part was the report's final verdict. 

What caused Reagan’s move toward a more muscular 
response to Khadaffl’s terrorism? It was military success 
rather than frustration that prompted the president to strike. 

A rare taste of victory in the West’s search for a military 
victory against terrorism whetted Reagan’s appetite. It all 
started in October 1985 when Reagan’s decision to force 
down a jetliner carrying the hijackers of the Italian cruise 
ship Achille Lauro proved that the West could, In certain 
instances, beat the terrorists at their own game. Although it 
couldn’t be proven that Libya was behind the hijacking, 
there was no doubt that Khadaffi approved of the act. 

Reagan could reach even further back for evidence of 
America’s superior military muscle. On 19 August 1981 an 
exercise in the Gulf of Sidra resulted In the downing of two 
Libyan jets after a brief dogfight with U.S. F-14s. With 
these two precedents under his belt, the stage was set for 
another confrontation. 

Khadaffi himself opened the curtain on the next scene. 
With his flair for the dramatic Khadaffi drew an imaginary 
boundary across the Gulf of Sidra: the “Line of Death.’’ 
Reagan had the provocation he wanted and international 
law would back him up. Libya was claiming territorial 
waters 150 miles out to sea, a flagrant violation of the 
standard 12-mile limit. The U.S. Navy would be well within 
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Crewmen on the flight deck of the USS America secure the 
waist catapult in preparation for landing and recovery of 
aircraft. Photo: Dept of Defense 

its rights to hold maneuvers in the Gulf of Sidra. 

The Navy publicly announced its intention to test the 
Line of Death with the Sixth Fleet on Friday, 21 March. 

The Fleet’s commander, Vice Admiral Frank Kelso, was 
given complete authority on the maneuver — it was his 
show. Only in the event of American casualties would he 
be required to check back with Washington. 

The three carriers America, Coral Sea and Saratoga and 
their battle groups steamed into position off the Libyan 
coast on the morning of 22 March, but bad weather forced 
a postponement until the following day. By Sunday, all 
three carriers sat in a row at the mouth of the gulf, their 
decks bristling with battle-ready aircraft. As darkness fell, 
F-14s began to dart into the Gulf of Sidra, making the first 
move in a carefully planned drama. Early on the morning 
of 23 March the surface vessels took up Khadaffi’s dare by 
moving into the gulf. Three ships — a destroyer, a guided 
missile cruiser and the Ticonderoga, the Navy’s Aegis 
radar and command ship — separated themselves from 
the fleet In order to coordinate the fleet’s air defense. 

With the fleet in place, the planes took to the skies. As 
many as 100 aircraft flew in circles at varying altitudes in a 
flying umbrella. The top of the umbrella consisted of E-2C 
Hawkeye surveillance planes. Underneath them circled 
EA-6B Prowlers tasked with jamming enemy radio and 
radar. Below all that, beneath the waves, prowled Los 
Ange/es-class attack submarines. Everything was in place 
and the Americans had trespassed over the Line of Death 
— now it was Khadaffi’s move. 

Libya’s riposte came at a little after noon on Monday, 23 


March, in the form of two Soviet-made SA-5 Gammon 
long-range air defense missiles fired at two 
reconnaissance planes. Their nerve centers scrambled by 
jamming from the EA-6Bs, the SA-5s spiraled harmlessly 
into the Mediterranean. The American response was swift, 
though not predictable. F-14s swarmed off the decks of the 
carriers and into the clouds. But that’s all they did. No U.S. 
missiles were fired in return. Vice Adm. Kelso was in no 
hurry; the time would come to swat the Libyans soon 
enough. 


Catapult officer gives the finai signal to this EA-6B Prowler to 
launch from the deck of the USS Saratoga. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 
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Khadaffi must have Interpreted Vice Adm. Kelso’s 
restraint as lack of resolve because the fleet commander 
received a teletype from the commander In chief of the 
Libyan air force. It read: "Unless the aggressive acts are 
stopped against Libya we are about to destroy the carriers 
/ Stop / In doing that we will have the political and military 
support of the world states / Stop / Maintain in peace you 
will leave in peace / Stop / Best regards.” Vice Adm. Kelso 
would soon send his own regards. 

A few hours later two Libyan MiG-25 Foxbats sallied 
forth beyond the 12-mile limit, saw what they were up 
against and turned tail. The Libyans fired another SA-5 
missile at about 1800 hours and, like the others, it missed. 

Still no U.S. response. Darkness fell and the sea began 
to churn out a 15-foot swell that threatened to again 
postpone the operation. Vice Adm. Kelso decided that it 
was now or never. Besides, the Libyans rarely flew at 
night. 

Then Libya tried a new course of action, this time by 
sea. An attack boat cruised toward the U.S. armada, 

Bombs away: A Soviet-made 11-76 Candid is about to go up in 
smoke as the ordnance from an F-111F drops down on it. 
Photo was taken by the aircraft’s Pave Tack laser-guided 
deiivery system during the bombing run. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 

Aeriai photograph shows the damage done by Navy pilots 
during air strike on 14 April 1986. Photo: Dept of Defense 





presumably in hopes that it could scare off the fleet. The 
carrier America got the nod to meet the threat. When the 
attack boat had moved within 38 miles of the carrier group, 
two A-6 Intruders screamed off the flattop and fired 
Harpoon missiles that skimmed over the choppy seas and 
slammed into the Libyan boat, setting it ablaze. 

It was now 2215 hours. Two A-7s were launched from 
the Saratoga to deal with yet another threat, this time from 
Libyan radar at the coastal missile installation at Surt. 

About 40 miles from the site, they released their payload of 
high-speed anti-radiation missiles (HARM) and headed for 
home. Since HARM is designed to home in on SAM 
transmitters and not the launcher itself, the damage done 
was only temporary. But they succeeded in knocking out 
the most serious threat in the area — now the planes 
could turn their attention to a new menace. 

Soviet-built Nanuchka-c\ass Libyan guided missile corvette 
burns in the Gulf of Sidra after a clash with U.S. Navy aircraft 
from the Sixth Fleet. Photo: Dept, of Defense 



THE SOVIET CARD 

The Kremlin has picked some strange bedfellows in the 
past forty years, but none are stranger than Colonel Kha- 
daffi’s Libya. In the forlorn hope that the dictator of this 
desert nation will grant them a deep water port at Tobruk, 
the Soviets have fawned after Khadaffi, helping him spawn 
his terrorist plots around the world. 

Khadaffi doesn’t show any sign of giving in, so why hang 
around? 

The answer is money. Colonel Khadaffi is one of the 
Soviet’s largest arms clients, purchasing Soviet munitions 
to the tune of more than $1 billion a year. In addition, 
between 5,000 and 6,000 military advisers are stationed on 
Libyan soil. Soviet involvement started In the mid-1970s, 
five years after Khadaffi took power in a bloodless coup, 
and has picked up speed since 1981, when the United 
States broke off diplomatic relations with Libya. 

The most disturbing trend occured in late 1985 when 
Soviet technicians installed SA-5 anti-aircraft sites around 
the Gulf of Sidra and In Tripoli and Benghazi. Before the 
arrival of these formidable surface-to-air missiles the 
Kremlin had been content to train Libyan soldiers in the use 
of the more standard weapons purchased from the Soviet 
Union, including 50 MiG-25 and 143 MiG-23 fighter planes, 
300 T-72 and 1,000 T-62 tanks, and a mishmash of sub¬ 
marines and patrol boats. 

East German technicians supervise and train intelli¬ 
gence and military communications personnel while the 
Soviets appear to handle the infantry portion of the instruc¬ 
tion. While there are plenty of East bloc advisers running 
around, they are not often seen far from military bases. 

All this seems ominous, but there are some qualifying 
factors to the Soviet presence in Libya. No matter how 
important the Soviet Union is to Khadaffi’s military well¬ 
being, there are three reasons why Libya is unlikely to cozy 
up any closer to the Kremlin in light of the recent bombing. 
First, Khadaffi abhors the communist ideal of godlessness. 
Second, he opposes Soviet efforts for Middle East peace 
talks and third, he has annoyed the Russians by selling 
Soviet-made arms to Iran while the Kremlin is supplying 
weapons to Iraq. 

Nor are the Russians likely to offer increased support to 


Khadaffi. The Soviets’ less-than-secure foothold in Libya 
colored their response during two U.S. attacks in March 
and April of this year. The Russians did not pass on satellite 
data and other intelligence to Tripoli as the clash between 
the U.S. Sixth Fleet and the Libyan armed forces unfolded 
in the Gulf of Sidra. 

Soviet advisers on the ground in Libya played their part in 
stonewalling Khadaffi’s soldiers as well. Nearly 300 Soviet 
technicians stationed at an anti-aircraft missile site near 
Surt refused to leave their bunkers to help erect new launch 
pads for the SAMs during the Gulf of Sidra exercise. The 
Russians knew the score — why die for a lost cause like 
Khadaffi? In fact, the only Soviet to perish during March 
and April was a soldier who keeled over from a heart attack 
while playing soccer. 

Even before Reagan’s saber-rattling the Soviets showed 
signs of decreasing military aid, particularly spare parts, to 
Tripoli. In an effort to shore up the crumbling efficiency of 
Libyan defense facilities, Khadaffi hired British and French 
experts who repaired the Soviet-made radar and guidance 
systems on SA-5 missiles after U.S. warplanes damaged 
them in March. 

Following the most recent American bombing of Libya, 
the Soviets have done little more than pay lip service to 
Khadaffi who is very aware of his precarious position. He 
even hinted that he might call on Warsaw Pact forces for 
assistance, hoping to force the Soviets into taking a strong¬ 
er stand, although he has offered no concessions in ex¬ 
change for such a grand request. 

A belligerent posture toward Washington from the Krem¬ 
lin is unlikely because of the risk it entails. Nothing more 
harmful than bellicose bluster will filter out of the Kremlin 
and even that will probably not last long. Witness Gor¬ 
bachev’s unwillingness to stake the future of arms control 
on the issue of Khadaffi’s regional stability. 

The delicate nature of playing the international relations 
game in the Middle East has placed the Soviets between a 
rock and a hard place. They can’t relinquish their toehold in 
Libya, but they can’t appear to stand too firmly behind that 
pariah of the desert, Muammar Khadaffi, either. In the 
words of a Western diplomat In Tripoli, “It is a perverse trap 
for the Soviets. They probably don’t want to be as involved 
as they are.’’ 
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A pair of A-6s flying a routine mission over the gulf 
spotted a Soviet-made Nanuchka missile corvette off the 
coast near Benghazi. Vice Adm. Kelso gave the order to 
hit the ship as soon as it passed over the 12-mile limit and 
at 0115 Libyan time Yorktown fired two Harpoon missiles 
at the first boat as well as at a French-built Combattante 
patrol boat prowling just north of the Line of Death. 

Aegis sensors picked up new activity at the Surt SAM 
site and the order came down to knock it out one more 
time. U.S. planes let loose two more HARMs and the 
enemy radar went dead. 

Three hours later the Sixth Fleet delivered its final, 
parting blow — two planes pumped a pair of HARMs into 
another Libyan patrol boat near Benghazi. 

As quickly as It began, the strike was over. In ail, the 
Sixth Fleet had sent at least two Libyan surface craft to the 
bottom of the sea and, for the time being, shut down one 
missile base. Most of this military hardware was 
Soviet-made and, in some cases, Soviet-maintained. So 
what happened to the Soviets during this exchange? 

Perhaps the foremost worry In Reagan’s mind had been 
the possibility of killing Soviet advisers and technicians 
during the strike. In an effort to prevent this, the U.S. had 
quietly informed the Soviets exactly what was up, including 
the plan to venture over the Line of Death. Apparently the 
Soviets took their cue and were simply not around when 
everything exploded. 

While the Soviets got away with no human loss in the 
strike, Moscow may well have to reassess its position in 
North Africa in light of the action. Although the Soviets are 
friends of Khadaffi, they know better than to throw all their 
weight behind him. Moscow was reluctant to do anything 
more tangible than stay out from the tussle. Soviet prestige 
in the region may also have been diminished by the poor 
performance of their hardware and the shoddy training of 



ABOVE LEFT: Aircraft carrier USS America steams for the 
Libyan coast in preparation for air strikes against Khadaffi. 
Photo: Dept, of Defense 

ABOVE RIGHT: An F-14 Tomcat screams from the deck of the 
USS Saratoga during maneuvers in the Gulf of Sidra. Photo: 
Dept, of Defense 

Libyan forces. Not surprisingly, though, a crescendo of 
shrill rhetoric spewed forth from the Kremlin a few days 
after the exercise. No matter how loud the Soviets’ 
reaction, the future will likely hold little change in 
U.S.-Soviet relations, in spite of Washington’s rough 
handling of Moscow’s client. 

The United States was well aware of Khadaffi’s probable 
response — more terror — and their fears came to pass 
soon enough. But Reagan clearly intended for the Gulf of 
Sidra incident to be the first of a series of blows designed 
to bring Khadaffi to his knees. A new spate of terrorist 
bombings In Europe provided the impetus for another blow 
aimed at Libya, this one designed as a pre-emptive rather 
than a retaliatory strike. Reagan and his aides weighed the 
pros and cons of such a move and decided to go ahead, 
whatever the short-term cost in relations with our allies and 
the Soviet Union. 

As with the first strike, the world had no reason to be 
surprised when U.S. warplanes screamed over Libya a 
second time. But everybody seemed to be. Everything 
President Reagan did pointed toward a serious raid 
against Khadaffi’s operation and any alert politician in 
Western Europe, let alone Libya, should have seen it 
coming a mile away. 

It was fast, though. Eleven minutes after 18 F-llls first 
streaked over Libya, 200 feet above the sandy coastline, 
the operation was over and most of the Air Force’s targets 
lay in piles of smoking rubble. 
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British-based F-llls begfh th^ long 
haul around Spain to hit THpjpili. 


2 — Carriers America and Cora! Sea 
launch Ar7s and F/A-IBs. 


Mission accomplished: F-111s head 
for home. One bomber was lost to 
enemy ground fire. 


X.. 3 — Navy A-7s pound targets at Benghazi 
and Benina airfield. 


4 — F-111S drop their payload of 
7 bombs on Tripoli. 


Line of Death 


Benina airfield 


Benghazi 


SAM missile site at Surt. 


SURGICAL STRIKES — 

Benghazi & Tripoli: 14 April 1986 
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Battle casualties: Air Force captains Fernando 
Ribas-Dominicci (left) and Paul Lorence (right) were kilted 
when their F-111 was hit by anti-aircraft fire. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 

On 8 April Reagan had decided that a second strike was 
in order, but unlike the Gulf of Sidra exercise, he did not 
give the military free rein on this one. Some stiff criteria 
were set down: A plan had to be drawn up that would run 
the least risk of killing either Libyan civilians or American 
pilots. That meant that the raid had to be pulled off at night 
against targets on the coast. Also, the targets had to be 
distinct enough to show up clearly on radar screens as 
military objectives. 

The Navy could have handled the job, but there weren’t 
enough A-6s on the carrier decks to hit several objectives 
at the same time. That left the job to land-based F-111 
fighter/bombers based in England ... provided Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher approved. 

Thatcher was shown Irrefutable proof of Khaddafi’s 
bloody handprint on the nightclub bombing In West Berlin 
and she was given the power to approve all possible 
targets tor the upcoming strike. Three targets were finally 
chosen in the Tripoli area: Aziziya barracks, which served 
as Khaddafi’s command post; the SidI Bilal port facility, 
which was a training ground for Palestinian frogmen; and 
the military airfield which was home for Libya’s 
Soviet-made II-76 transport planes. Two targets were 
selected in Benghazi: an airfield for MIG-23s and the Al 
Jamahiriya army barracks. 

At about noon on 14 April, six hours before the attack 
was scheduled to begin, the F-111 s, 28 KC-10 and 
KC-135 tankers and five EF-111 Ravens climbed Into the 
sky and assembled out over the English Channel, away 

Continued on page 132 



Cruiser Yorktown 


Oi ls, 28 March. ; 
Cruiser fires 

two Harpoon rrissile^ 
at a third Libyan patrol 
boat. 


2126, TwoU,S.A“€* 
from the carrier ^ 
Amer/cia attack a 
Libyan patrol boat wj 
Harpoon missiles ani 
Rpcheye bombs. Th€ 
patrol boat is 
destroyed. 


2 — Ubya laur 
5A-5 missrtas at U.S. 


LINE OF DEATH: 
23-25 March 1986 


(All times are local — Libyan time is 7 hours ahead of F.S. 
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USS America (CV-66), USS Saratoga (CV-60) & USS Coral Sea 
(CV-43): Three conventionally powered (non-nuclear) multipurpose 
aircraft carriers (CV) operating with the U.S. Navy’s Sixth Fleet 
constituted the key operating platforms for the U.S. naval air 
actions in the Gulf of Sidra in March. Two of the carriers 
subsequently operated aircraft for the strikes against 
Benghazi-area targets on the Libyan mainland in April. The three 
carriers Involved in the Sidra and Libya operations represent three 
decades of U.S. Navy aircraft carrier construction. 

Eldest of the three is the Coral Sea — laid down in 1944 as 
third of the Midway class, the largest class of warships built by the 
United States during World War II. She was commissioned in 
1947. Built back then for less than $88 million, the Coral Sea cost 
much less than five of the F/A-18 Hornet strike fighters she 
operates today. A $190 million overhaul completed in January of 
last year gave her a new flight deck and capability to operate the 
Navy’s new Hornets. Afloat now for more than 40 years, the Coral 
Sea Is scheduled to relieve the USS Lexington as training carrier 
(AVT) in the early 1990s and should continue service In that duty 
at least through the turn of the century. 

The Coral Sea displaces 52,500 tons standard and more than 
65,000 tons fully loaded. Her length overall Is 979 feet, beam is 
121 feet, and draft is 36 feet. She can steam at more than 30 
knots with 12 boilers driving four turbines driving four shafts. Her 
manning comprises approximately 5,000 total, including both 
ship's company and air wing personnel, and she operates 
approximately 70 aircraft. 

The Saratoga was laid down in 1952 as second of the Forrestal 
class, the first carrier class designed specifically to operate jet 



USS America (CV-66). Photo: Dept, of Defense 


aircraft, and she was commissioned in 1956. 

She displaces just more than 59,000 tons standard and well 
over 80,000 tons fully loaded. Overall length is 1,063 feet, beam is 
130 feet, and draft Is 37 feet. She steams at 33 knots or better 
with eight boilers driving four turbines driving four shafts. Her 
manning comprises approximately 5,300 total. Including both 
ship’s company and air wing personnel, and she operates 
approximately 85 aircraft. 

The America was laid down in 1961 as third of the Kitty Hawk 
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USS Saratoga (CV-60). Photo: Dept, of Defense 


class, largely derived as an improvement of the Forrestal class, 
and she was commissioned in 1965. The America displaces over 
60,000 tons standard and just short of 80,000 tons loaded. Overall 
length is 1,048 feet, beam is 130 feet, and draft Is 37 feet. She 
steams at more than 30 knots with eight boilers driving four 
turbines driving four shafts. Her manning comprises approximately 
5,300 total, Including both ship’s company and air wing personnel, 
and she operates approximately 85 aircraft. 


F-111F with Pave Tack: The U.S. Air Force’s F-111F is a 
swing-wing, twin-engine, two-seat, long-range, supersonic, tactical 
strike fighter equipped with an automatic, low-level, 
terrain-following, radar-controlled flight control system. 

The Pave Tack AN/AVQ-26 system is an airborne, all-altitude, 
day, night or adverse-weather, electro-optical target-acquisition, 
laser target-designation and weapons-delivery system developed 
for use with a variety of weapons systems. The Pave Tack system 
rides in the weapons bay of the F-111F and deploys downward for 
target acquisition and designation during the approach phase of 
the strike run. The system’s FLIR (Forward-Looking Infrared) 
imaging subsystem allows wide fleld-of-view target acquisition and 


WEAPONS EDITOR 

J.D. Mayfield Is the executive editor of Combat Weapons 
Magazine. 


narrow field-of-view magnified target identification and tracking 
even under adverse visibility conditions. The FLIR sensor is 
boresighted to the system’s laser target-designation subsystem to 
permit precise targeting and guidance of laser-guided bombs, 
Aftward viewing capability of the FLIR imaging subsystem enables 
real-time evaluation of the accuracy and effectiveness of the strike 
during the exit phase of the strike run. 

The original F-111 design was developed in the early 1960s 
under the TFX program and first flew in late 1964. The F-111F 
version with the TF30-P-100 engines first flew in 1973. 


A-6E Intruder with TRAM: The U.S, Navy’s A-6E Intruder is a 
carrier-based, twin-engine, two-seat, subsonic, night and 
all-weather attack aircraft that can carry up to 18.000 pounds of 
external stores on five store stations. Intruder weapons include 
Harpoon anti-ship missiles, HARM and Shrike anti-radiation 
missiles. Sidewinder air-to-air missiles, and a variety of gravity-fall 
bombs. Typical loadings include four Harpoons, or 28 500-pound 
gravity-fall bombs, or three 2,000-pound gravity-fall bombs plus 
two 300-gallon drop tanks. A-6Es in the fleet now possess the 
TRAM (Target Recognition and Attack Multisensor) system, which 
gives the Intruder FLIR (Fonvard-Looking Infrared) imaging 
capability for enhanced night and adverse-weather operations and 
laser target-designation capability for enhanced strike accuracy 
using laser-guided weapons. 

The original A-6 design was developed in the 1950s. The A-6E 
version entered service use in 1972, and the A-BE/TRAM joined 
the service in 1979 and began carrier-based duty in 1980. 


A-7E Corsair II: The U.S. Nave’s A-7E Corsair II is a 
carrier-based, single-engine, single-seat, subsonic light attack 
aircraft with limited night and adverse-weather operational 
capability that can carry up to 15,000 pounds of external stores on 
six underwing pylons and two underfuselage stations. Corsair II 
weapons include HARM and Shrike anti-radiation missiles, 
Sidewinder air-to-air missiles, and a variety of gravity-fall tombs; it 
also carries a single internally mounted M61A1 20mm cannon with 
1,000 rounds of ammunition. Typical loadings include two 
Sidewinders and 32 500-pound bombs, or 16 1,000-pound tombs, 
or six 2,000-pound bombs. 

The original A-7 design was developed in the 1960s and was 
based on the F-8 Crusader. The A-7E version first flew in 1968. 


F-111F armed with laser-guided bombs with Pave Tack 
deployed under center fuselage. Photo: General Dynamics 
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F/A-18A Hornet: The U.S. Navy's F/A-18A Hornet is a 
carrier-based, twin-engine, single-seat, supersonic, 
high-performance multimission strike fighter that can carry up to 
17,000 pounds of ordnance on nine external store stations. Those 
Hornet stations and their typical stores consist of two wingtip 
stations for AIM-9 Sidewinder infrared-homing air-to-air missiles; 
two outboard underwing stations for air-to-surface or air-to-air 
weapons, including Sidewinders or AIM-7 Sparrow radar-guided 
air-to-air missiles; two inboard underwing stations for external fuel 
tanks or air-to-surface weapons; two undemacelle fuselage 
stations for Sparrows or avionics pods; and one underfuselage 
centerline station for an external fuel tank or an air-to-surface 
weapon or avionics pod. The Hornet also carries a single internally 
mounted M61A1 20mm cannon with 570 rounds of ammunition. 
Avionics pods that can be mounted Include the AN/AAS-38 FLIR 
(Forward-Looking Infrared) imaging system that will increase the 
Hornet’s night and adverse-weather strike capability. 

The first developmental Hornet first flew in late 1978. The first 
production F/A-18A was delivered to the Navy In 1980, and the 
F/A-18A first officially entered operational service with the Marine 
Corps in early 1983. 


EA-6B Prowler: The U.S. Navy’s EA-6B Prowler is a 
carrier-based advanced electronics countermeasures (ECM) 
aircraft derived from the A-6 airframe. The mission of the Prowler, 
according to the Navy, is to “assist aircraft operations by 
suppressing and degrading enemy defense systems through the 
jamming of enemy electronic signals.” 

The four-man EA-6B carries the AN/ALQ-99 advanced tactical 
ECM system, which, In its current most-advanced Navy 


USAF F-111F in flight over England. Photo: General Dynamics 


operational version, integrates internally installed equipment, 
including an advanced digital processing computer and control 
system, with a vertical stabilizer fin-tip surveillance receiver pod 
and with five external underwing and underfuselage pods each 
containing two high-power jamming transmitters, a tracking 
receiver and the necessary antennas plus a ram-air turbine power 
generator. The range of frequencies jammed can be varied by 
varying the mix of transmitters installed in the pods. 

The EA-6B weighs more than 32,000 pounds empty and can 


USN A-6E Intruder on the USS Saratoga, Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 
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carry more than 15,000 pounds of fuel internally. Takeoff weight in 
full jamming configuration is approximately 55,000 pounds. Length 
overall is stretched from the A-6 to just less than 60 feet (to 
accommodate the increase in crew from two to four). Maximum 
rated level speed at sea level in full jamming configuration is 530 
knots, and cruise speed exceeds 400 knots. Service ceiling is 
38,000 feet. Maximum range in full jamming configuration is 
approximately 950 nautical miles. Two J52-P-408 non-afterburning 
turbojets, each rated at approximately 11,200 pounds static thrust, 
power the EA-6B. 

The prototype EA-6B first flew in 1968, and production deliveries 
began in early 1971. The current most-advanced Prowler 
operational version became operational in 1984. 



A-6E with TRAM mounted under nose. Photo: Grumman 



USN A-7E Corsair 11 on the USS Saratoga. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 


E-2C Hawkeye: The U.S. Navy’s E-2C Hawkeye is a 
carrier-based, all-weather, tactical airborne warning and control 
aircraft. The main mission of the Hawkeye, according to the Navy, 
is to “provide all-weather airborne early warning and command 
and control functions for the carrier battle group. Other missions 


GULF OF SIDRA OPERATIONS 
21-26 MARCH 1986 

Editor’s Note: The following Is the official chronology of 
events released by the Department of Defense. 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

Three carrier battle groups (CVBGs) totaling 24 com¬ 
batant ships were assigned to the Gulf of Sidra exercise. 
The duration of the exercise was four and one-half days 
and involved almost 200 sorties of aircraft below Khadaffi’s 
“Line of Death*' with almost continuous participation of a 
three-ship Surface Action Group (SAG) well below 
32®30'N. Maximum air penetration below 32®30'N was 60 
nautical miles and the SAG maximum penetration was 42 
nautical miles. All U.S. ships and aircraft completed the 
exercise without battle damage and with every objective 
fully met. 

21 March 1986 

7:01 p.m. EST —A notice of intent (NOI) was filed 24 hours 
prior to commencement of operations to conduct naval air 
and sea exercises in international waters within the Tripoli 
flight information region (FIR). The operation period was 
between 7:01 p.m., 22 March, and 6:59 p.m., 1 April. 

22 March 1986 

7 p.m. — CVBGs on station in FIR and task force organ¬ 
ized. 

23 March 1986 

5:01 p.m. — Aircraft operations began south of 32®30'N, 
Khadaffi's declared “Line of Death.” Five events including 
13 aircraft were initiated. 

24 March 1986 

12:01 a.m.—Aircraft operations continued with numerous 
penetrations as far as 60 nautical miles below 32^'N. 


6 a.m. — SAG began operations south of 32®30'N. 

7:52 a.m. — Libyan SA-5 missiles fired from Surt. During 
the period from 7:52 a.m. to 1:14 p.m., between four and 
eight surface-to-air missiles were fired at U.S. Navy aircraft 
operating over international waters. 

2:30 p.m.—Libyan guided missile patrol boat, La Combat- 
tante class, attacked and destroyed by two A-6 aircraft from 
USS America using two Harpoon missiles. 

2:56 p.m. — Surt SA-5 radar sites attacked and damaged 
by two A-7 aircraft from USS Saratoga using two HARM 
missiles. HARMS track on radiating target-tracking radar 
antennas. 

4:30 p.m. — Libyan Nanuchka-c\ass guided missile patrol 
boat attacked by two A-6 aircraft from USS Saratoga with 
unknown damage. 

5:49 p.m. — USS Richmond K. Turner fired two Harpoon 
missiles in a night contact in the vicinity of reported anti¬ 
aircraft fire with unconfirmed results. [Editor’s Note: Other 
Navy, DOD and administration sources state that the USS 
Yorktown fired.] 

6:47 p.m.—Surt SA-5 radar site attacked a second time by 
two A-7 aircraft from USS Saratoga firing two HARM mis¬ 
siles. Unconfirmed results. 

25 March 1986 

12:01 a.m. — Aircraft and SAG operations continued with' 
numerous penetrations as far as 60 nautical miles below^ 
32®30'N by the aircraft and as far as 42 nautical miles^ 
below by the SAG. 

12:20 a.m.—Libyan Nanuchka-c\ass guided missile patrol 
boat attacked and destroyed by two A-6 aircraft (one from* 
USS Coral Sea, one from USS Saratoga) with one Har-= 
poon and two Rockeye cluster bombs. 

26 March 1986 

12:01 a.m. — Aircraft and SAG operations continued. 

9 a.m.—Freedom of navigation exercise complete. Objec¬ 
tives achieved and all ships above 32®30'N. 
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USN F/A-18A Hornet on the USS Coral Sea, Photo; Dept of 
Defense 


Include surface surveillance coordination, strike and interceptor 
control, search and rescue coordination, and communications 
relay.” 

E-2Cs maintain station at altitude up to 30,000 feet on the 
defense perimeter of the carrier battle group to detect and assess 
potential air and surface threats. Current most-advanced 
operational E-2Cs are equipped with the AN/APS-138 radar 
system (which began replacing the older AN/APS-125 radar 
system in 1983). The APS-138 is designed to detect airborne 
targets within a surveillance volume of three million cubic miles 
while simultaneously monitoring maritime traffic; It can detect 
aircraft out to more than 250 nautical miles and cruise missiles out 
to approximately 150 nautical miles. The E-2C’s AN/ALR-73 
passive detection system senses electronic emitters out to twice 
the detection range of the radar system. The E-2C’s onboard 
computer system is designed to simultaneously monitor more than 
600 contacts and direct more than 40 air intercepts. Normal E-2C 
crew numbers five. 

The E-2C airframe is a high-wing monoplane design topped by 
a distinctive elevated 24-foot-diameter rotodome enclosing the 
AN/APA-171 radar and IFF (Identification Friend or Foe) antenna 
system that rotates at six rpm. Two T56-A-425 turboprop engines 
power the Hawkeye, driving two four-blade, 13.5-foot-diameter, 
constant-speed propellers. The E-2C weighs approximately 38,000 
pounds empty and carries 12,400 pounds of fuel internally. 
Maximum takeoff weight is approximately 52,000 pounds. Length 
overall is 57.5 feet, and height overall is more than 18 feet. 
Wingspan is 80.5 feet, and wing area is approximately 700 square 
feet. Maximum level speed exceeds 320 knots, and cruise speed 
typically is 270 knots or more. Ferry range is approximately 1,400 
nautical miles. Maximum endurance of six hours permits three to 
four hours on station more than 150 nautical miles out. 


Designed to replace the E-2B in the same role, the E-2C 
entered service in late 1973 and began carrier-based duty in 1974. 


EF-111A Raven: The U.S. Air Force’s EF-111A Raven is a 
supersonic advanced electronics countermeasures (ECM) aircraft 
derived from the F-111 airframe. 

The two-man, Mach 2-capable Raven carries the AN/ALQ-99E 
advanced tactical ECM system, an enhanced version of the 
AN/ALQ-99 system carried by the Navy’s EA-6B Prowler. The 
ALQ-99E integrates an advanced digital processing computer and 
control system with up to 10 or more high-power jamming 
transmitters housed in the weapons bay and with a surveillance 
receiver system mounted in a fin-tip pod atop the vertical 
stabilizer. The range of frequencies jammed can be varied by 
varying the mix of transmitters installed in the bay, which Is 
covered by the transmitters’ underfuselage radome. 

The EF-111A weighs more than 55,000 pounds empty and can 
carry 32,500 pounds of fuel internally. Takeoff weight in combat 
configuration is approximately 70,000 pounds. Length overall is 76 
feet, and height overall is 20 feet. Swing-wing span varies from 63 
feet spread to 32 feet fully swept. At combat weight, maximum 
speed is approximately 1,200 knots and service ceiling is 45,000 
feet. Endurance without refueling exceeds four hours, and ferry 
range is 2,000 nautical miles. Two TF30-P-3 afterburning 
turbofans, each rated at approximately 18,500 pounds static 
thrust, power the EF-111 A. 

Delivery of operational EF-111 As began in late 1981. 



USN E-2C Hawkeye takes off from the USS Saratoga. Photo: 
Dept, of Defense 


AGM-84/RGM-84 Harpoon: The Harpoon medium-range anti-ship 
cruise missile has been operational with the U.S. Navy since 1977 
and in the years since with an increasing number of allied navies. 
It arms a spectrum of combat craft ranging from submarines to 
surface combatants — patrol craft through battleships — to land- 
and carrier-based aircraft. The air-launched configuration is 
designated AGM-84, the surface-launched configuration is 
designated RGM-84, and the submarine-launched configuration is 
designated UGM-84. The aerodynamically steered, 
turbine-engined Harpoon flies a programmed, low-level flight path 
to the target area with in-flight attitude reference and midcourse 
guidance controlled by an onboard computer system; target 
acquisition Is made by a self-contained, frequency-agile, 
ECM-resIstant, active radar seeker system; and terminal guidance 
uses either the active seeker or passive homing techniques. The 
Harpoon can deliver its 500-pound, contact-fuzed, HE 
penetrating-blast warhead to a range of 70 nautical miles. The 
AGM-84 version Is 12.5 feet long and weighs 1,160 pounds at 
launch; the RGM-84 version (with solid-propellant booster) is 15 
feet long and weighs 1,450 pounds at launch. 
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AGM-88 HARM & AGM-45 Shrike: The AGM-88 HARM 
air-launched high-speed anti-radiation missile was developed, 
according to the Navy, “to destroy or suppress enemy electronic 
emitters, especially those associated with radar sites used to 
direct anti-aircraft guns and surface-to-air missiles.” The HARM is 
evolved from and is intended to replace the AGM-45 Shrike and 


AGM-78 Standard ARM missiles, complementary shorter- and 
longer-ranged air-launched anti-radiation missiles of older design. 
The Navy received the first production HARM in 1983; the Shrike 
and the Standard ARM date from the Vietnam War. 

The aerodynamically steered, solid-propellant HARM is 13.7 feet 
long and weighs approximately 800 pounds at launch. The 
HARM’S passive-homing, microwave radiation-seeking guidance 


U.S. OPERATIONS AGAINST LIBYA 
14 APRIL 1986 

Editor’s Note: The following is the official chronology of 
events with supporting information released by the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense. 

CHRONOLOGY 

14 April 1986 

12:13 p.m. EST —28 KC-10/KC-135s commenced depar¬ 
ture from RAF Fairford and RAF Mildenhall. 

12:36 p.m. —24 F-111 s commenced departure from RAF 
Lakenheath and five EF-111s sortied from RAF Heyford. 
Four silent refuelings conducted en route to the target area. 
(Note: The above totals include spare aircraft.) 

5:20-6:20 p.m. — USS Coral Sea launched eight A-6E 
strike and six F/A-18 strike support aircraft. 

5:45-6:15 p.m. — USS America launched six A-6E strike 
and six A-7 strike support aircraft. 

6:54 p.m. — Commenced ECM [electronics countermeas¬ 
ures] with EF-IHs and SAM [surface-to-air missile] sup¬ 
pression with A-7s and F/A-18s. 

7:00 p.m. —Commenced simultaneous attacks on Benina 
airfield and the Benghazi militaiv barracks with 12 A-6Es 
and the Aziziya barracks (Tripoli) and the Sidi Bilal terrorist 
training camp with eight F-111s. 

7:06-7:11 p.m. —Five F-111s conducted an attack on the 
Tripoli military airport, the final target. 

7:13 p.m. — All Navy strike aircraft confirmed "feet wet” 
(i.e., over the ocean, away from the Libyan land mass). 
Unable to confirm all USAF aircraft "feet wet.” 

7:15 p.m. — SAR [search and rescue] forces alerted to 
search for possible missing aircraft. 

7:46 p.m. — Coral Sea strike aircraft back on deck. 

7:53 p.m. — America strike and primary support aircraft 
back on deck. 

8:14 p.m. — First return refueling confirms one F-111 
missing. 

10:16 p.m. — One F-111 returning to UK diverted to Rota, 
Spain, with overheated engine. 

11:24 p.m. — Diverted F-H1 reported safe on deck at 
Rota. 

15 April 1986 

3:10 a.m. —All aircraft (less the one F-111 reported miss¬ 
ing and the diverted F-111 in Rota) reported safe on deck in 
the UK. 

10:00 p.m. — SAR effort terminated. Negative result. 

16 April 1986 

5:01 p.m. —F-111 which had diverted to Spain returned to 
RAF Lakenheath. 

AIRCRAFT STATISTICS 

USAF Tanker Support Aircraft — 28 KC-1 Os and KC- 
135s, launched from RAF Fairford and RAF Mildenhall. 
(The original plan had called for 30 but only 28 were 
needed and only 28 were used.) 


USAF ECM Aircraft — Five EF-111s, launched from RAF 
Heyford. (Only three of these took part in the attack; one 
returned to Great Britain with the F-111F airborne spares 
cited below, and the other was held in reserve for use if 
nscdcd) 

USAF Strike Aircraft — 24 F-111 Fs, launched from RAF 
Lakenheath. (Six of these were airborne spares which 
returned to base as planned after their initial refueling. The 
other 18 continued on; 13 of these attacked targets as 
designated in the chronology and five aborted.) 

USN Strike Aircraft —14 A-6Es, launched from the USS 
America (six aircraft) and USS Coral Sea (eight aircraft). 
(Twelve of these attacked targets as designated in the 
chronology and two aborted.) 

USN SAM Suppression Aircraft —12 A-7s and F/A-18s, 
launched from the USS America (six A-7s) and USS Coral 
Sea (six F/A-18s). (All of these attacked targets as desig¬ 
nated in the chronology.) 

AIRCRAFT ABORTS 
KC-10/KC-135 Tanker Support Aircraft 

No aborts 

EF-111 ECM Aircraft 

No aborts 

A-7 & F/A-18 SAM Suppression Aircraft 

No aborts 

F-111F Strike Aircraft 

Five aborts,* three systems degradation and two cause not 
reported 

A-6E Strike Aircraft 

Two aborts,* cause not reported 

(*Note: Pilots were directed in advance to abort if any 

system was not working properly before they reached their 

assigned target areas.) 

MUNITIONS EXPENDED 
F-111F Strike Aircraft 
2,000-pound laser-guided bombs 
500-pound high-drag gravity bombs 
A-6E Strike Aircraft 
500-pound gravity bombs 
750-pound gravity bombs 
A-7 & F/A-18 SAM Suppression Aircraft 
HARM missiles 
Shrike missiles 

TARGETS 

Al Aziziya barracks In Tripoli — Main headquarters of 
Libyan planning and direction of its terrorists attacks over¬ 
seas. 

Al Jamahiriya barracks in Benghazi — Alternate com¬ 
mand post to the Al Aziziya barracks. 

Sidi Bilal port facility — Training base for Libyan com¬ 
mandos. 

Military side of Tripoli airport — 11-76 aircraft transport 
military and subversive material around the world. 

Benina military airfield — Military suppression target, 
home base for military and subversive material in the war 
against Chad. 
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Paveway II GBU-10 Mk.84 2,000-pound laser-guided bomb. 
Photo: Dept, of Defense 
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USS Ticonderoga (CG-47) & USS Yorktown (CG-48): The 
Ticonderoga is the first and the Yorfdown is the second of the 
Ticonderoga class of Aegis System-equipped, conventionally 
powered, guided missile cruisers, which are built on the same hull 
as the Spruance class of guided missile destroyers. The general 
mission of the Ticonderoga class of missile cruisers, according to 
the Navy, is to “destroy enemy aircraft, missiles, submarines, and 
surface ships in order to prohibit the employment of such forces 
against U.S. forces. CG-47 Class ships will normally be assigned 
to Carrier Battle Groups or Surface Action Groups.” 

Both the Ticonderoga and the Yorktown were active with Sixth 
Fleet carrier battle groups involved in the Sidra and Libya actions. 

The Ticonderoga was laid down in 1980, launched in 1981 and 
commissioned in 1983. The Yorktown was laid down in 1981, 
launched in 1983 and commissioned in 1984. Each is armed with 
two LAMPS (Light Airborne Multi-Purpose System) helicopters, the 
Phalanx CIWS (Close-In Weapons System), Mk.46 anti-submarine 
torpedoes, two Mk.45 five-inch guns, and Harpoon anti-ship. 
Standard multipurpose and Asroc anti-submarine missiles. Each is 
equipped with the AN/SQS-53A sonar system. Displacement fully 
loaded is 9,600 tons, length overall is 567 feet, beam is 55 feet, 
and draft Is 31 feet. Each steams at more than 30 knots. Normal 
complement is 375, comprising 33 officers and 342 enlisted men. 

The Yorktown, the guided missile destroyer USS Scott 
(DDG-995) and the destroyer USS Caron (DD-970) constituted the 
three-ship surface action group that operated below the 32°30'N 
“Line of Death” in the Gulf of Sidra in March. 


AGM-88 HARM high-speed anti-radiation missiie. Photo: Dept, 
of Defense 


AGM-45 Shrike anti-radiation missile. Photo: Dept, of Defense 


system directs it over ranges of more than 12 miles to the target 
radar site's emitting antenna, where its 150-pound prefragmented 
HE warhead detonates, damaging or destroying the antenna and 
other nearby elements (or personnel) of the installation. 

The smaller Shrike is 10 feet long and weighs approximately 
400 pounds at launch. The aerodynamically steered, 
solid-propellant Shrike’s passive-homing, microwave 
radiation-seeking guidance system delivers its 150-pound HE 
fragmentation warhead to its target radar site’s emitting antenna 
over ranges of less than 10 miles. 

The HARM most significantly Improves on the Shrike in that It 
has broad-band frequency-sensing capability and can be 
programmed to accept new threat emitter frequencies; the Shrike 
Is hard-wired and more narrowly sensitive with respect to 
frequency, requiring selection, before each aircraft sortie and for 
each Shrike station on the aircraft, of the proper Shrike submodel 
(from a total of at least 13 submodels) configured to home on 
specific anticipated target emitters. 


Soviet SA-5 Gammon long-range SAM. Drawing: Steven 
Zaloga. 


RGM-84 Harpoon ship-launched anti-ship missiie. Photo: 
Dept, of Defense 












Nanuchka //-class missile corvette: Libya’s inventory of 
Soviet-built missile corvettes of the Nanuchka II class totaled four 
before the appearance of Sixth Fleet ships and aircraft below the 
Gulf of Sidra "Line of Death” in March. Each Nanuchka II is armed 
with four Soviet-built SS-N-2 Styx anti-ship missiles (which can 
deliver a 400- to 450-kilogram warhead out to a range of 40-80 
kilometers) and a Soviet twin SA-N-4 anti-aircraft missile launcher 
(with an estimated shipload of 20 missiles with estimated range of 
12 kilometers), plus a twin 57mm anti-aircraft mount. Displacement 
Is 780 tons standard and 900 tons fully loaded, length overall is 
198 feet, beam is 40 feet, and draft is just more than 10 feet. The 
vessel has a top speed approaching 35 knots. Range at cruising 
speed of 15 knots is approximately 4,500 miles. Normal 
complement numbers about 70. 



French-built Libyan La Combattante //-G missile fast-attack 
craft. Photo: Dept, of Defense 


La Combattante //-G-class missile fast-attack craft: Libya’s 
Inventory of missile-armed, fast-attack craft of the French-built La 
Combattante ll-G class totaled 10 prior to the appearance of Sixth 
Fleet ships and aircraft below the Gulf of Sidra “Line of Death” in 
March. Each La Combattante ll-G is armed with four French/ltalian 
Otomat anti-ship missiles (which can deliver 60 kilograms of HE in 
a 210-kilogram warhead to an effective range of more than 60 
kilometers and to a maximum range of up to 180 kilometers), 
along with a single 76mm mount forward and a twin 40mm mount 
aft. Displacement exceeds 300 tons fully loaded, length overall is 
161 feet, beam is 21 feet, and draft is just less than seven feet. 
The steel-hulled craft has a top speed approaching 40 knots. 
Range at cruising speed of 15 knots is approximately 1,600 miles. 
Normal complement is 27. 


Soviet SA-2 Guideline medium-range SAM. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 




Soviet SA-3 Goa short-range SAM. Photo: Dept, of Defense 


SA-5 Gammon, SA-3 Goa & SA-2 Guideline: Libya possesses 
Soviet-built SA-5 Gammon long-range, SA-3 Goa short-range and 
SA-2 Guideline medium-range surface-to-air missile (SAM) 
systems for air defense. 

Western intelligence agencies have yet to declassify either 
technical details or photographs of the long-range SA-5 Gammon 
SAM, which has long been widely confused in the Western press 
with the nonoperational Griffon SAM, photos of which have been 
published and misidentified as the SA-5. (The Gammon, Griffon 
and Gaffer SAMs were developed roughly concurrently by the 
Soviets more than 25 years ago; the Griffon and Gaffer apparently 
derive from the older SA-2 Guideline, and the Gammon apparently 
beat them out for widespread operational deployment beginning in 
1963 or earlier.) The Gammon exceeds 10 meters in length, with 
four solld-propeliant boosters configured around the missile body 
which contains the main liquid-propellant propulsion system. Some 
reports credit the missile with a top speed of greater than Mach 4 
and a maximum effective range of up to 250 kilometers, with a 
minimum effective range of probably 60-80 kilometers. Although it 
apparently is aerodynamically steered, the missile is reported as 
having an effective altitude of up to 30,000 meters (an altitude at 
which aerodynamic control surfaces are not very effective). 

The short-range SA-3 Goa SAM dates from at least 1961 and 
usually operates in proximity with the SA-5 or SA-2 missiles so 
that missed intercepts at longer ranges can be backed up by a 
close-in second chance at an intercept. The two-stage, 
solid-propellant Goa is reported to be 6.7 meters long and to 
weigh 636 kilograms at launch. The missile can deliver its 
proximity-fuzed HE warhead to slant ranges of 25-30 kilometers at 
speed greater than Mach 2. The foreplane aerodynamically 
steered missile has an effective ceiling reported as more than 
13,000 meters, although its primary mission is considered to be 
short-range defense against low-flying aircraft. 

Operational at least since 1958, the widely deployed but 
technically obsolescent medium-range SA-2 Guideline SAM has 
appeared over the years in a number of configurations displaying 
minor external differences. The two-stage Guideline nominally is 
10.7 meters long and weighs about 2,300 kilograms at launch. 

The missile’s solid-propellant booster and liquid-propellant 
sustainer can deliver its approximately 130-kilogram, 
proximity-fuzed, HE warhead to slant ranges of 40-50 kilometers 
at speed estimated at up to Mach 3.5. Effective ceiling of the 
tailplane aerodynamically steered missile is reported as 18,000 
meters. 
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LIBYA 


HATCH 

Abdul Salem Jalloud Emerges 


T he Reagan administration’s single-minded 

preoccupation with Muammar Khadaffi’s sponsorship of 
world terrorism has clouded an issue which may soon rear 
its head if Khadaffi is pushed out of his seat as Libya's 
dictator. The Libyan government has the American people 
believing that the word of Colonel Muammar Khadaffi is 
law in Libya — a potentially disastrous misunderstanding 
— and thus that Tripoli’s foreign policy is subject to the 
whims of a madman. This fails to take into account the 
Soviet Union’s deft manipulation of Khadaffi through his 
own second-in-command, Major Abdul Salem Jalloud. 

In the aftermath of America’s 15 April bombing of Libya, 
when the U.S. news media suddenly noticed that Khadaffi 
was not entirely in charge, they postulated that Jalloud and 
three other officers — Deputy Chief of Staff Hweldi 
af-Hamedi, Army Commander Abu Boke and Inspector 
General Mustafa Kharubi — had wrested power from 
Khadaffi. They also began to take brief, if shallow, interest 
in Jalloud as Khadaffi’s number-two man and probable 
successor. 

Attention to Jalloud is belated. Jalloud and his allies — 
notably Major Kharubi — have been running Libya on a 
day-to-day basis since April 1974, while Khadaffi spends 
much bf his time waxing philosophic about revolution and 
Libya’s “historic mission.” 

However mad his policies may appear, Khadaffi at least 
pursues his own goals, while Jalloud is more likely to 
follow the Kremlin’s direction. While Libyan and Soviet 
interests in the Middle East and North Africa sometimes 
mesh, they aren’t always identical. Jalloud’s job is to see 
to it that Soviet interests are protected when they clash 
with Khadaffi’s pet project of the moment. 

It’s difficult to pinpoint when the 42-year-old Jalloud 
became the Kremlin’s man in Tripoli, but the transformation 
seems to have occurred in the early 1970s. Like Khadaffi, 
Jalloud was a feiVent Arab nationalist when the nationalists 
seized power on 1 September 1969. But within five years it 
became obvious that Jalloud had evolved into a convinced 
Marxist-Leninist and an enthusiastic supporter of Soviet 
goals in the Middle East and elsewhere. 

Jalloud’s first major appearance in U.S. news came in 
the form of an inten/iew published 4 June 1970 by The 
New York Times. Already a major at 26, Jalloud was 
“acting chief of government” while Khadaffi was out touring 
various Arab capitals. Jalloud said in the interview that 
Libya opposed the sale of U.S. aircraft to Israel and 
intended to set “realistic prices” for Libyan oil. “Libya’s 
relations with the United States are basically determined 
by America’s attitude toward the Arab nation,” he said. 

Not recognizing the open blackmail of Jalloud’s position 



Major Jalloud, left, holds a press conference with the PLO 
Fatah’s second-in-command, Abu lyad, in Beirut during June 
of 1976. Photo; AP/Wlde World 


— “You can count on our hostility unless your attitude 
toward the Arab nation is to our liking” — The New York 
Times presented Jalloud as a moderate who “spoke with 
ease and calm even when expressing indignation.” 
Jalloud’s moderate image has persisted with the U.S. 
media in the 16 years since the interview. 

Jalloud was a busy man in 1971, a decisive year in his 
rise to power. He announced on 2 April that after six 
weeks of negotiation Libya had reached a five-year 
agreement with 25 oil companies to raise the price of 
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ET MAN 

From Khadaffi’s Shadow by David segai 


Libya’s crude from $2.25 to $3.45 per barrel. By 1976 
Libyan crude oil prices were approaching $15 a barrel. So 
much for Libya’s promise. Jalloud had negotiated the 
agreement, which set a crucial precedent by breaking the 
Western oil cartels’ solid front on pricing, in his capacity as 
minister of economics and development and as vice 
premier. 

In May 1971, Jalloud’s prominence continued to be 
apparent. Egyptian President Anwar Sadat narrowly foiled 
a carefully planned Soviet-backed coup attempt by Deputy 
President Ali Sabry. Thousands of Soviet military advisers 
were expelled en masse by Sadat. Jalloud was sent by 
Khadaffi to Egypt to express Libya’s support for Sadat and 
condemn “Soviet neo-colonialism.” 


Two months later, in July 1971, Jalloud masterminded 
the forced landing of a British airliner in Benghazi. Jalloud 
justified the action by pointing out that two leaders of an 
unsuccessful, Soviet-backed coup against Sudanese 
President Gaafar al-Nimeiry were aboard. They were 
dragged off the commercial jet, returned to Sudan and shot 
as traitors. Then Libya soundly condemned Soviet 
imperalism in Sudan. Libya had joined with Egypt in 
preventing Nimeiry’s downfall. Jalloud was reputedly the 
architect of this activist anti-Soviet policy, but by this time, 
he also began displaying anti-Western sentiments in 
Morocco and Malta. 

At the same time he was opposing Soviet efforts to 
install puppet governments in Egypt and Sudan, Khadaffi 
was sponsoring a coup of his own against the pro-Western 
King Hasan II of Morocco. The coup was a miserable 
failure. Jalloud suddenly found himself on one hand 
denouncing the execution of pro-Khadaffi plotters in 
Morocco while praising — if not aiding and abetting in — 
the execution of pro-Soviet conspirators in Sudan. 

Late in July, Jalloud flew off to Malta to congratulate the 
newly elected Prime Minister Dorn Mintoff and to offer 
Libyan money if Mintoff would evict Great Britain from her 
military facilities on that strategic island nation. Mintoff 
gave the Brits their walking papers and Libyan 
petro-dollars flowed into Malta, which has maintained close 
ties with Libya ever since. Jalloud had his first major 
diplomatic triumph under his belt. 

But neither Libya nor Jalloud had really joined the Soviet 
camp yet, despite Libya’s anti-Western efforts in Malta and 
Morocco. Libya still supported Egypt and Sudan against 
Soviet efforts to overthrow those governments. Ironically, 
Khadaffi later would put Libya to great effort and expense 
to eliminate Sadat and Nimeiry. 

Libya’s drift into a pro-Soviet orbit began in February 
1972, barely six months after Libya helped foil a pro-Soviet 
coup attempt in Sudan. To be properly understood, this 
sudden rapprochement should be observed in the broader 
context of the Kremlin’s Middle East policy. 

After their embarrassing failures in Egypt and Sudan in 
1971, the Soviets decided that the quickest way to regain 
credibility and influence in the Arab world would be to 
actively support and help organize Arab attacks on Israel. 

It was a sure-bet proposition for the Russians. If Israel was 
defeated, the Kremlin could claim part of the credit. If the 
Arabs failed to defeat Israel — as actually happened — 
the Arabs would be grateful anyway and in need of Soviet 
aid more than ever. 


Continued on page 141 
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A Chronology 
of Colonialism, Coercion and Combat 


LIBYA 


by John Coleman 


W HY does Libya bomb planes, harass poor neighbors, 
assassinate competing political leaders and attempt 
suicidal raids against the military of the First World? 
Because if Libya chooses to act, its choices of tactics are 
limited by Its primitive economic, technical and military 
development. 

Until the late 1950s, Libya floated on backwaters distant 
from the world’s geopolitical mainstream. It was a terribly 
poor country — about 93 percent of its 680,000 square 
miles is desert or semidesert — whose coastal region 
along the Mediterranean was alternately dominated by 
Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Vandals, Arabs, Turks and 
Italians. 

Libya's standing In the world community changed 
dramatically with the discovery of enormous deposits of 
high-grade petroleum 200-300 miles south and southeast 
of the Gulf of Sidra. But petrodollar wealth led to 
government corruption and inequal distribution, and little 
was done to help the predominantly Muslim population of 
Arabs and Berbers. 

Great economic changes normally foster political 
upheaval, and the stage was set for a young army colonel 
of desert Bedouin background to light the fuze. Muammar 
Khadaffi was a follower of Egypt's Gamal Nasser and his 
theories of pan-Arab, anti-colonial nationalism. Combined 
with fanatical adherence to Islamic fundamentalism — and 
a pathological hatred of the State of Israel — Khadaffi was 
now ready to impress his views on the rest of the world. 

Libya has been and still is a nation which has limited 
ability to apply its foreign policy by any means other than 
what we now call terrorism: the weapon of have-not 
nations. This is the calendar of Libya’s attempts at 
influencing the rest of the world without being a world 
leader. 

1800-05. Conflict between the United States and the 
Barbary States over the U.S.-adopted European custom of 
buying Immunity from naval raids; Pasha of Tripoli 
demands excess payments, hostilities break out in 1801. 
Navy officer John Rodgers negotiates a settlement in June 
1805, but Barbary pirate raids continue. U.S. political and 
military force ends tribute system in 1815. 

1911-12. Turko-ltalian War. Italy conquers northern 
Tripoli, but through the Treaty of Ouchy which ended the 


war, Turkey grants Tripoli autonomy. Libyans continue to 
fight Italian occupation, but Italy occupies most of the 
country by 1914. Becomes Italian colony after 200 years 
as part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire. 

1934. Italy adopts the name “Libya” (the ancient Greek 
name for all of Africa except Egypt) as the official title of Its 
colony. 

1943. After an Allied victory over the Axis powers in 
North Africa, Libya is placed under Anglo-French military 
government. Italy relinquishes all claims in 1947. 

DECEMBER 1951. Libya Is the first country to obtain 
independence through United Nations’ auspices. 

Proclaimed a constitutional and hereditary monarchy under 
King Idris I, Emir of Cyrenaica, and admitted to the United 
Nations in 1955. 

1953-54. Libya allows the United States and Britain to 
establish military bases on Libyan territory In return for 
annual subsidies. 

1958-59. Discovery of major oil reserves. Libya becomes 
the world’s seventh leading producer of petroleum and 
tenth of natural gas in 1971 enabling the resource-poor 
country to eventually become self-supporting. 

SEPTEMBER 1969. King Idris overthrown by a military 
coup. Revolutionary Command Council proclaims new 
Libyan Arab Republic, 27-year-old Colonel Muammar 
Khadaffi becomes chief of state. Khadaffi immediately 
lends support to the National Liberation Front (FROLINAT) 
rebels in Chad. 

MARCH-JULY 1970. British military installations closed 
in Tobruk and El Adem, as was U.S. Wheelus AFB near 
Tripoli; several thousand Italian residents expelled. 

1971. All foreign-operated libraries and cultural centers 
closed. Libya forms a loose alliance with Egypt and Syria 
called the Federation of Arab Republics. Provides 
assistance to fellow Muslim Idi Amin of Uganda. 

1972. United States recalls its ambassador and does not 
replace him. 

1973. Khadaffi announces a “cultural revolution” in 
schools, businesses, industry and all public institutions as 
part of the “people’s power.” In August, Libya and Egypt 
announce they will form a unified state “in stages.” Libya 
contributes men and equipment — mainly aircraft — to the 
Arab side of the Arab-lsraeli Yom Kippur War. 

1974. Tunisian President Habib Bourgulba signs and 


92 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 86 







then immediately repudiates a unity agreement with Libya. 
Relations between the two worsen with continuing conflicts 
over ideology and territorial waters In the Gulf of Gabes. 

1976. In support of the minority Toubou ethnic group, 
Libya attempts to annex areas of northern Niger but falls. 
Niger government repeatedly claims Khadaffi is attempting 
to destabilize it 

MARCH 1977. Libyan General People’s Congress 
changes country’s name to the Socialist People’s Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya (state based on the masses). 

APRIL 1977. Panama’s chief of state, Brigadier Omar 
Torrijos, meets with Khadaffi In Libya. Torrijos receives 
financial and political support for his efforts to gain control 
of the Canal from the United States. 

JULY 1977. Tension between Egypt and Libya — 
stemming from Anwar Sadat’s refusal to merge with the 
Libyan state and other ideological differences — results in 
a border war lasting less than a week. Egyptian air and 
ground troops quickly defeat outnumbered and ill-equipped 
Libyan forces. “We gave Khadaffi a lesson he could never 
forget. [We’ll] repeat this lesson unless this maniac stops 
playing with fire.’’ — Anwar Sadat. 

OCTOBER 1978. Khadaffi’s 2,000-man Libyan 
expeditionary force helps Idi Amin during his abortive 
invasion of Tanzania* forces are routed by the Tanzanians. 

1979. Former CIA agents Edwin Wilson and Frank Terpll 
contract with Khadaffi to supply weapons, recruit military 
personnel to conduct training, and gather Intelligence for 
Libya. Wilson and Terpil are indicted by a federal grand 
jury In 1980. Wilson is convicted in 1982, Terpil remains a 
fugitive. 

DECEMBER 1979. Mobs sack U.S. Embassy in Tripoli 
in support of Iran’s seizure the American hostages In 
November; most remaining staff members are withdrawn. 

JANUARY 1980. Libyan-trained Tunisian commandos 
seize Gafsa, Tunisia. Government calls for aid from France 
and the United States, expels Libyan ambassador. Libyan 
incursions continue into 1981-82. 

FEBRUARY 1980. Tunisian and French embassies 
sacked and burned in Tripoli; authorities take no action. 
Throughout 1980, Libyan exiles and anti-Khadaffi 
businessmen operating overseas are assassinated in the 
United Kingdom, Italy, West Germany and Greece. One 
gunman said he was sent to “kill an enemy of the people.” 

OCTOBER 1980. Former Green Beret Eugene Tafoya 
attempts assassination of anti-Khadaffi exile Faisal Zagallai 
in Colorado. Tafoya is later convicted. 

DECEMBER 1980. Libyan troops, numbering some 
10,000, invade Chad. Subversion in The Gambia by Libya 
causes a break in relations between the two countries. 

1981. Libya, South Yemen and Ethiopia join in a 
tripartite alliance designed to expel all “imperialist” — 
meaning American — influence from the region. 

JANUARY 1981. Libyan report states that former 
Chadian leader Goukouni Queddei and Khadaffi had 
planned to merge Chad and Libya, helps lead to Hissene 
Habre’s takeover of Chad from Queddei. 

Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings again assumes control 
of Ghana and immediately receives aid from Khadaffi in 
the form of arms and cheap oil. Rawlings’ Provisional 
National Defense Committee (PNDC) is directly modeled 
on Khadaffi’s People’s Committees. In mid-1983 plans are 



Staged assassination of former Libyan Prime Minister 
Bakoush in Egypt during November 1984. A professional 
make-up artist used human blood In order to convince the 
Libyans that their plan had succeeded. Photo: APAVide 
World 


made to provide 120 Libyan soldiers with jungle training in 
Ghana. 

FEBRUARY 1981. Libyan gunmen open fire on 
passengers arriving at Rome airport from Algiers, targeting 
an anti-Khadaffi exile. 

MAY 1981. U.S. government closes Libyan People’s 
Bureau (embassy) and expels staff from Washington. 

JUNE 1981. Bomb explodes In front of the Chadian 
Embassy in Khartoum. 

JULY 1981. Anti-Khadaffi Libyan student killed in 
Ogden, Utah. 

AUGUST 1981. Two Soviet-supplied SU-22 Libyan jets 
attack U.S. Navy F-14s near the Gulf of Sidra. Navy: 2, 
Libya: 0. 

OCTOBER 1981. In Egypt, two bombs explode in the 
luggage being unloaded from a plane originating from 
Libya. Planned assassination of Chadian official Hissene 
Habre In Sudan fails when Libyan hit team surrenders. 

NOVEMBER 1981. Several bombs explode near 
government installations in Khartoum, Sudan. Libyan 
troops withdrawn from most of Chad under intense 
diplomatic pressure; further withdrawals occur in 1982. 

DECEMBER 1981. United States invalidates passports 
for travel to Libya, asks ail U.S. citizens to leave. 

MARCH 1982. United States imposes prohibitions on 
Libyan crude oil imports, extends trade embargos against 
Libya. 

FEBRUARY 1983. Rumors of a Libyan-backed coup — 
sparked by intense Libyan activity on the border — in 
Sudan is downplayed by Egypt to assuage Sudanese and 
U.S. concerns. 

JULY 1983. Libya invades Chad for the second time; 
provides air cover, armor and troops in support of former 
Chadian President Goukouni Queddei. Khadaffi 
double-crosses the French in 1984, who had withdrawn 
their troops, by leaving his own forces in control of the 
northern part of the country — the 60-mile-wide uranium- 
and manganese-rich Aouzou Strip. 
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AUGUST 1983. Libya provides material support to the 
coup In Burkina Faso and helps Captain Thomas Sankara 
topple the government of army pediatrician Major 
Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo. Sankara establishes 
Libyan-styled Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution and maintains close economic and military ties 
with Khadaffi. 

JANUARY 1984. The airport, two hotels and the 
headquarters of the Voice of Zaire (radio and television) 
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are bombed In Kinshasa, Zaire. Zairean secret service 
arrests Libyan-trained insurgents. (Zaire was the first 
African state to renew diplomatic relations with Israel after 
the 1973 Middle East war. Zaire also sent 2,000 
paratroops to support Chad’s President Habre — 
Khadaffi’s adversary.) 

FEBRUARY 1984. Libyan government announces that 
all exiles must return home or face the “death penalty.” 
Harassment and assassination of exiles increases 


worldwide. Government takes no action while the 
Jordanian Embassy is looted and burned in Tripoli. 

MARCH 1984. Libyan TU-22 bomber attacks 
Omdurman, Sudan, site of an anti-Khadaffi radio 
transmitter. In England, four bombs explode in London and 
Manchester near sites of Libyan exile activity; three others 
are disarmed. Twenty-five people injured, nine Libyan 

Continued on page 134 
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LIBYA 


THE MAN 
WHO 
WOULD 
BE KING 

Khadaffi’s 

Bad Neighbor Policy 

by SOF Staff 


L IBYA’S taste for terror began two hundred years ago 
■when the state-supported Barbary corsairs of Tripoli 
and Algiers attacked their neighbors and made the Gulf of 
Sidra unsafe for civilized merchant navigation. Today, after 
a 150-year hiatus, North Africa’s Barbary Coast is again 
swarming with terrorists who call Libya home. 

Ever since he seized power in a 1 September 1969 
military coup, Libyan strongman Muammar Khadaffi has 
consolidated that power by systematically crushing ali 
opposition groups within Libya. Khadaffi’s lust for power 
has led him to pursue his dream of a united Arab nation — 
under his leadership. 

Khadaffi (who often compares himself favorably with 
Garibaldi, Bismarck, Lenin and Nasser) sincerely believes 
that he is one of history’s great men with the God-given 
mission of leading the Third World and defeating the West 
and its Third World friends through revolution and 
subversion. He makes no secret of this belief. 

Egypt 

Regional leaders know that Khadaffi is not a good 
neighbor, but they tend to dismiss him as a nasty man who 
is mostly talk and bluster. Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
had dismissed Khadaffi as “a vicious criminal, 100 percent 
sick and possessed of a demon,” while former president of 
Sudan Gaafar al-Nimeiry joked that Khadaffi has “a split 
personality — both evil.” 

If they had fully realized how determined and dangerous 
Khadaffi really is, Sadat and Nimeiry might have declared 
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Colonel Muammar Khadaffi, resplendent in his military 
uniform, lectures his people on the virtues of Islam. 
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LEFT: The ruler — for now: Hissene Habre continues to wage 
a seesaw battle against Libyan-backed rebel forces. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

CENTER: Sudanese President Gaafar Nlmeiry was ousted in a 
Libyan-sponsored coup on April 1985. Photo: APA/Vide World 

RIGHT: Sudan’s new strongman: General Abdul Rahman 
Mohamed Hassan Swareddahab. Photo: AP/Wide World 

war on him. On 6 October 1981 Anwar Sadat was gunned 
down by some of his own soldiers while watching a military 
parade. The assassins, led by Lieutenant al-lslamboli, 
turned out to belong to Takfir waf Hegra, a fundamentalist 
Moslem group sponsored by Libya. In April 1985, Nimeiry 
was overthrown in a Libyan-sponsored military coup and 
had to take refuge in Egypt, where Khadaffi has been 
trying to kill him ever since. 

Immediately after the Sadat assassination, Khadaffi 
personally called upon Egyptians to overthrow their 
government, and, while the response was much less than 
Khadaffi had hoped for, the Libyan dictator was not 
discouraged. Within a week, two bombs exploded at Cairo 
International Airport. The bombs had been concealed in 
luggage unloaded from a flight originating in Tripoli. 

In July 1984, Libya mined the Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Suez, seriously impeding shipping and damaging 18 
merchant vessels. The mines, which were unusually small 
(probably designed to harass shipping rather than sink 
ships), were of Soviet manufacture. 

In November 1984, Egypt announced that former Libyan 
Prime Minister Bakoush had been assassinated in Cairo 
and published photos of the murder victim. When Libya 
promptly and proudly claimed responsibility for the 
assassination, the Egyptians revealed that the victim was, 
in fact, alive, that the murder photos were faked, and that 
a four-man Libyan hit team was In custody for attempted 
murder. 

In May 1985, Egypt foiled a plot by radical Palestinians 
to blow up the O.S. Embassy in Cairo with a truck bomb. 
An Egyptian diplomat told me that “there is no doubt that 


the people who tried to blow up your embassy were 
backed by Libya.” Unconfirmed reports say the Palestinian 
group involved was the Infamous Abu Nidal. 

In November 1985, one year after the attempted 
assassination of Bakoush, another four-man Libyan hit 
team was arrested in the course of an attempted attack on 
a meeting of Libyan exiles near Cairo. After the arrests, 
Egypt released audio and video tapes incriminating Libya. 
Among other things, those arrested said that Khadaffi’s hit 
list for Egypt includes Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

This year’s opening shot In Khadaffi’s continuing war 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 


AUGUST 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 97 








A man in an Egyptian army uniform fires his AK into the shooting war, so the complete facts are being suppressed, 

presidential reviewing stand. President Sadat and five others he said. 

were killed. Photo: AP/Wide World Sudan 

Neighboring Sudan has also found itself subject to 
against Egypt was fired on 28 February 1986, when Khadaffi’s meddling. The first phase of his Sudanese 

hundreds of Central Security Force militia conscripts rioted campaign ended in victory last year with the overthrow of 

in the streets of Cairo for four days, calling for the President Nimeiry in April. Before that, Libya had been a 

overthrow of President Mubarak and the establishment of major source of arms and money for southern Sudanese 

an “Islamic Republic” in Egypt. During the hots both Libya rebels. In February 1983, the Sudanese foiled a 
and (ran called for Egypt’s “Muslim people” to rise up and Libyan^directed and -supported coup attempt, with help 
overthrow their pro-Western government. Although from Egypt. 

Egyptian authorities have uncovered the outlines of a vast In March 1984, one of Libya’s Soviet-supplied TU-22 

and coordinated plot with clear Libyan direction and Blinder bombers bombed Omdurman in an unsuccessful 

instigation and are going to prosecute (and probably attempt to destroy a Sudanese radio station that was 

execute) dozens of major conspirators, Egypt is reluctant broadcasting anti-Khadaffi programs by Libyan 
to openly blame Libya, according to a knowledgeable oppositionists. 

Egyptian military officer. The officer added that if all known Since Nimeiry’s overthrow, Khadaffi has used Libya’s 
information about the February riots were publicized, the newly restored diplomatic facilities in Khartoum and the 
Egyptian people would demand a war with Khadaffi. The offices of Libya’s Jamahiriya Airlines as a cover from which 

Egyptian government, however, wants to avoid an actual to consolidate his foothold in Sudan and carry out his 
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campaigns against Egypt and Chad. A number of known 
terrorists have been assigned to those offices. In May, 
barely a month after Nimeiry’s overthrow, an entire 
planeload of terrorists arrived in Khartoum carrying assault 
rifles. 

While Libya’s takeover of Sudan is not yet complete, it is 
well undenA^ay, and the threat to Egypt from her suddenly 
hostile southern neighbor could become serious. 

Algeria 

Although Algeria is not as well-known as Libya for being 
a terrorist haven, it has been just that since 1968. On 23 
July of that year, three terrorists from George Habash’s 
PFLP seized an Israeli El Al plane en route from Rome to 
Lod and forced it to fly to Algiers. Although the hijackers 
were “imprisoned" by the Algerians, they were soon 
released and treated as heroes. 

Since then, Algeria, along with Lebanon and Libya, has 
been a favorite destination for airplane hijackers. The 
Shi'ite fanatics who hijacked TWA flight 847 in June 1985, 
for example, flew from Athens to Beirut, from Beirut to 


The key to North Africa: Libya has long had hopes of toppling 
Egypt’s pro-Western government and the first step was the 
assassination of Anwar Sadat. Here, Sadat sits in the 
reviewing stand just before the attack that took his life. 

Photo: AP/Wide Worid 


Algiers and from Algiers back to Beirut. 

Even with the similarities in foreign policy, Libya isn’t on 
good terms with the pro-Soviet leftists that rule Algeria. 
One reason may be that, to Khadaffi, the Algerians aren’t 
radical enough. For example, they are neutral in the 
iran-lraq War, rather than being allied with Iran like Libya 
and Syria. The Algerians are also not actively 
anti-American, meaning they don’t actually order attacks 
on American targets or intentionally sponsor groups that 
do. 

Another reason for tension is that Libya has consistently 
refused to negotiate a definite border demarcation with 
Algeria. Still, despite his support of fanatically pro-Soviet 
former Algerian President Ahmed Ben Bella, Khadaffi 
doesn’t appear to be actively trying to overthrow Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid, at least not yet. While the 
possibility of a shooting war with Algeria seems remote at 
this point, relations are still far from cordial. 

Tunisia 

For years, Khadaffi has tried to overthrow the 
pro-Western government of Tunisia’s President Habib 
Bourguiba. In 1980, regular Libyan army units seized the 
southern Tunisian mining town of Gafsa while Libyan 
broadcasts called upon the people of Tunisia to rise up 
and overthrow their government. Although the Libyans 
brought along massive amounts of arms and supplies for 
any would-be rebels, the Tunisian people’s response to 
Khadaffi’s call for revolt was as cold-shouldered as that of 
the Egyptian people. 

The French response, however, was much more 
forceful. France threatened war and Khadaffi backed off 
like a whipped dog. In an effort to save his honor as an 
Arab warrior, government-incited mobs burned down the 


Military officers and state officials lie dead and wounded 
following an attack by assassins on 7 October 1981. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 
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Khadaffi’s readiness: While Libya boasts an arsenal of 
modern weapons, military training is not up to par with most 
of the Middle East. This woman soldier aims an SA-7 during a 
training session. Photo: AP/Wide World 

French and Tunisian embassies in Tripoli while security 
forces looked on. 

In January 1984, a series of well-planned “bread riots” 
broke out in Tunis with almost certain Libyan direction and 
coordination. Shortly thereafter, terrorists dynamited a 
pipeline near the Libyan-Tunisian border from bases in 
Libya. 

During 1985, Khadaffi expelled over 30,000 Tunisian 
workers from oil-rich Libya and confiscated their property in 
an effort to apply pressure to Tunisia’s poor economy. 
Several Tunisian newspapers attacked Khadaffi for the 
expulsions, and, in September 1985, a Libyan diplomat 
tried to mail letter bombs to critical Tunisian journalists. 
Several of these exploded, wounding two postal workers. 
Tunisia broke off diplomatic relations with Libya over this 
Incident. 

Morocco 

Until 1985 Libya was actively supporting Algeria’s 
Polisario thugs against Morocco. Largely out of irritation 
with Algeria, Khadaffi withdrew his support and signed a 
treaty of unity and friendship with Morocco. The new treaty 
is expected to be meaningless except insofar as it keeps 
Khadaffi out of mischief in the southern Sahara. 

Chad 

Chad Is the most blatant example of Libyan aggression 
toward her neighbors. Throughout the 1970s, Libya 
supported various guerrilla groups and tribes in northern 


TOP: A Libyan military aircraft shot down in Ouaddai 
Province, eastern Chad, by the guerrilla forces of present 
President Hissene Habre in September of 1981. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

ABOVE: A French paratrooper (right) instructs Chadian 
soldiers in the use of artillery. An estimated 3,000 French 
troops were sent to Chad during 1983. Photo: AP/Wide World 

Chad in an effort to establish a puppet government in 
N’Djamena. Libya’s popularity, however, suffered a setback 
in 1973 when Khadaffi forcibly annexed the northern part 
of Chad, known as the Aozou strip. 

Not satisfied with his slow progress in enveloping Chad, 
Khadaffi invaded in October 1980 and tried to impose a 
“union” of the two countries. France threatened war and, 
in November 1981, the Libyans withdrew from Chad, 
leaving pro-Libyan President Goukouni Queddei behind as 
their puppet in N’Djamena. 

When Queddei was deposed by current President 
Hissene Habre In 1983, Libya again invaded. Direct French 
intervention confined Khadaffi’s incursion to the northern 
40 percent of the country, but what’s left of Chad will 
remain Independent only so long as the French (or other 
parties) are willing to stand up to Libyan encroachment. 

Having failed to get what he wanted by naked force, 
Tripoli’s mlni-MussolinI again resorted to his favorite 
weapon: murder. In September 1984, the Chadian 
government uncovered a Libyan plot to assassinate 
President Habre and his entire cabinet with a briefcase 
bomb. Khadaffi’s plot was foiled — for the time being. 

Jordan 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak isn’t the only Arab 
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to defend themselves. Division along tribal lines leaves 
many African states with little sense of real national 
identity, leaving them vulnerable to Khadaffi’s 
empire-building. 

This is the same area of Africa that was ruthlessly 
plundered for “black gold” (which in those days meant 
slaves, not oil) by the Barbary States and Arab traders, 
until the slave trade was abolished in the 19th century by 
newly enlightened Western Europeans. Today, if Khadaffi 


French attack: Cratering bombs dropped by French Jaguar 
jets hit a Libyan-built runway at Ouadi Ooum in northern 
Chad on 16 February 1986. Photo: AP/Wide World 


leader on Khadaffi's hit list. According to State Department 
Special Report No. 138: “We believe that Khadaffi has 
added Jordan's King Hussein and Iraq's Saddam Husayn 
to his hit list because of restored ties to Cairo and 
Washington, respectively.” 

Syria 

The only major Arab country with which Libya has good 
relations is Syria. These two countries are pariahs even to 
the Arab world, and often cooperate in subverting other 
Arab countries. Although Libya and Syria have similar 
Interests, the two nations keep each other at arm’s length. 

Iran/iraq 

Besides Syria, Libya has good relations with Marxist 
South Yemen (which has the dubious distinction of being 
the only Soviet-controlled puppet state in the Arab world) 
and Iran, 

Khadaffi has allied himself with Khomeini in the Iran-lraq 
War, supplying Iran with tanks, anti-tank weapons, 
anti-aircraft weapons and Scud-B surface-to-surface 
missiles. Libya also gives its support to anti-Iraqi (but not 
anti-Iranian) Kurdish separatists and Iraqi opposition 
groups, including the terrorist Shl'ite fundamentalist 
A!-Da’awa Party, 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

Khadaffi views black Africa as the most promising area 
In which to forge an anti-Western “Union of African States” 
— under Libyan leadership, of course. Most of the 
sub-Saharan states are poor, ill-equipped and ill-prepared 


Continued on page 137 


An armed Chadian soldier guards a group of rebel prisoners 
in N’Djamena after fighting in August of 1983. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 
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SOF Correspondent 
Reports from 
Ground Zero 

by Elizabeth O. Colton 

I T was strangely quiet in Libya the day before the U.S. 

raid. It didn’t seem like a country bracing itself for attack. 
Yet this time many sensed that the American president 
would carry out his threats to do something tough to put 
the Libyan leader in his place. The whole world had once 
again turned its focus upon Libya. 

There were 87 of us foreign newspeople, mostly 
Americans and British, in Libya to cover the attack on 
Monday night of 14 April. We were staying in Tripoli’s best 
hotel, the Al-Kabir (The Grand), on the waterfront in 
downtown Tripoli overlooking the capital’s commercial and 
naval port. The view from the rear opened on the 
sprawling Libyan capital. I was there, on-scene in Tripoli, 
the night when America’s military bombed Libya. 

The Libyan capital that Monday, 14 April, exhibited an 
unreal sense of calm. City streets were busy. There were 
no checkpoints along the highways. The old bazaar behind 
the historic fort was bustling with buyers and sellers. 
Downtown pedestrians strolled along the sunny sidewalks. 
Men and women chatted in coffee shops. 

Just under the surface there was distinct nenrousness 
about what might happen next. Said one young Libyan 
woman, “We just hope if President Reagan strikes, he 
won’t aim for our civilian areas.” Many Libyans, especially 
the more informed government officials, admitted they 
were worried by reports that ships of the U.S. Navy’s Sixth 
Fleet were steaming back toward their shores. 

Over the weekend Colonel Khadaffi had threatened to 
begin moving foreign oil workers, including the 
approximately 800 to 1,000 Americans still in Libya, onto 
Libyan army camps believed to be targeted by the U.S. 
military. But there had been no confirmation that any such 
enforced moves had begun. However, there were reports 
that fuel and other military supplies were being transferred 
from Libyan bases for temporary storage at oil and 
construction sites where many foreigners worked and lived. 

A missile launched from^ the shores of Tripoli lights up the 
town before impact Photo: AP/Wide World 


ON THE GROUND IN TRIPOLI 

Elizabeth Colton knows Libya. Off and on for the past five 
years she has reported from Tripoli on events that have 
shaped U.S. relations with Libya for major news sen/ices 
including ABC News, The Washington Post, the San Fran¬ 
cisco Examiner and USA Today- Colton was on the ground 
in Libya in August 1981 when American F-14s shot down 
two attacking Libyan SU-22s and her experience led her 
back to Libya before the 14 April bombing of Tripoli and 
Benghazi. 
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The only major sign of preparation inside the 
government was the report that hospitals throughout Libya 
were put on a 24-hour emergency alert. According to 
foreign nurses in Tripoli and Benghazi hospitals, enormous 
quantities of medicine, blood and plasma had been added 
to existing stocks. Extra beds had been brought into 
hospitals and whole sections had been set aside for 
emergency wards. 

That day many Libyans and diplomats in Tripoli were 
thrown off guard by the EEC Foreign Ministers’ meeting in 
The Hague. The European community had decided to trim 
Libyan diplomatic missions in their countries, but they 
refused to give any support to American military strikes 
against Libya. One senior West European diplomat 
remarked, “Of course, now the United States will have to 
take Into account public opinion in Europe. They won’t 
want to act completely against their allies’ wishes.” He was 
soon proved wrong. 

Another European diplomat was certain the U.S. would 
attack. That Monday in Tripoli, he predicted, “The U.S. will 
go right after Khadaffi himself. And I’m afraid, because my 
house is not far away from their targets.” 

Late Monday afternoon, a small pro-Khadaffi parade was 
staged in downtown Tripoli. Hundreds of Libyan school 
children, dressed in military uniforms, marched through the 
streets into the revolutionary Green Square, conveniently 
near the journalists’ hotel. It was all so tame that I went 
jogging after briefly checking out the demonstration. All 
seemed normal In Colonel Khadaffi’s Libya. 

Monday night in the Libyan capital was quiet, completely 
peaceful. Tripoli’s picturesque Mediterranean seafront was 
ablaze with lights along the palm-lined boulevard. In the 
harbor, ships of the Soviet-supplied Libyan navy were 
anchored where ancient Roman fleets and later Barbary 
Pirates were once moored. 

It was after midnight and i had crawled into bed. All the 
stories I could think of for that day were filed; I had 
reported that Colonel Khadaffi’s government appeared to 
be taking some measures in preparation for a possible 
attack from the Americans. Yet still at that point it was hard 
for anyone in Tripoli to believe that the Americans would 
actually do something. 

I phoned ABC News in New York and was told that U.S. 
government sources predicted Reagan would attack Libya 
sometime in the next 48 hours. Then I heard from another 
Washington source that a U.S. military operation against 
Libya might be in process now. It really seemed 
unbelievable. The night was so tranquil. I could see and 
hear nothing unusual out the window, only an Arab city 
with its minarets sleeping under blazing lights. 

But my gut instinct was that there was something to the 
tip, and I’d better stay alert. I again contacted ABC in New 
York to pass on this latest bit of information. I then tried 
reaching some high-level Libyans to get some reaction, but 
the telephones rang unanswered in several offices and 
houses. I had a strange feeling something might happen 
soon. 

By then it was OlOOj Tuesday morning on the 
Mediterranean. I couldn’t sleep so I headed out of my 
room to see another reporter. He had heard similar rumors 
from his head office that an attack was imminent. 

As we sat talking by his open window on the back, 
cityside of the hotel, we suddenly heard rolling, rumbling 
explosions in the distance. We looked at each other in 
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astonished recognition of what was happening. 

“That's it,” we shouted together. The long-awaited 
American attack had begun. It was 0200 Tuesday, 15 April 
in Tripoli. It was 1900 Monday night on the East Coast in 
the States, time for the major TV newscasts of the day, 

I rushed down the hall to the ABC News office where we 
had an open phone line rigged up between Tripoli and 
New York through London. Frantically, I called into the 
handset to New York, alerting them to get up to speed. 
ABC geared up to interrupt their program, going 
immediately into a live broadcast from Tripoli. Our camera 
crew came rushing in and started filming the fireworks 
display over the port and along the waterfront to the east 
and west. 

ABC’s anchorman Peter Jennings came on the line, 
asking me to begin again describing what was happening. 
Suddenly, I was speaking on live audio from Tripoli, Libya, 
on ABC News’ television and radio while the amazing 
attack was actually in process. The noises of the raid and 
counterattack could be heard directly down our phone line 
to Americans all across the country. 

The sounds of bombs reverberated in the near distance. 
Screeching jets flew low overhead. A flash of fire fell ' 
across the sky just beyond our seafront window. (Many of 
us later thought it could have been the one American 
plane that never returned to base.) Flares lit up the sky in 
all directions. A long roll of tracers climbed into the sky, but 
the target — an F-111 — was long gone. Then the 
rat-a-taNat of anti-aircraft guns ricocheted through the 
night air. Missiles shot across the Bay of Tripoli and over 
the capital city. 

Another huge jet whined toward the city. Then more 
anti-aircraft fire. And smoke, not from the tracers, but 
presumably from targets struck by the 500-pound bombs. 
Then a distant explosion. There was silence in between. 
Then another plane and more explosions. They were 
close. Maybe less than a mile from our building. The 
Al-Kabir Hotel shook and shook again as loud explosions 
rolfed over us. 

These were probably the bombs that were dumped on 
Khadaffi’s residential compound, the Bab Al-Aziziya 
Barracks. We saw eight craters there when we were taken 
to tour the area 36 hours later. The bombs that fell on the 
Libyan leader’s residence missed Khadaffi: No one was 
sure where he had been, but most think he was in his tent 
which would have survived the nearby concussions. 

Khadaffi later claimed to have been asleep when it 
happened. He said, “I stumbled around in the dark, trying 
to find my children in the smoke and rubble.” 

Khadaffi visits wounded civilians after the U.S. air strike on 
14 April. Photo: AP/Viride World 
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The attack continued, live for us in Tripoli. In roared 
another heavy aircraft. Tracers streaked into the sky. The 
sound of the jet could be heard coming low over the city. 
We could hear a bomb falling. Whistling. We knew there 
would be a massive explosion. Boom. That may have been 
the one that hit the nearby residential areas. We could 
hear the rat-a-tat-tat of the return anti-aircraft fire again. 

The whole sky was now ablaze with every kind of gunfire. 

Elsewhere, though we couldn’t see or hear them, 
American warplanes at the same time were pounding 
targets In Benghazi, Libya's second-largest city, and west 
of Tripoli at the Sidi-Bilal Naval Training Center for 
commando frogmen. Days later we were taken to view the 
damage In those places, but we were never shown the real 
military targets. 

The whole operation ended after only 20 minutes. It 
wasn’t until then that all the hotel lights were finally cut. 
Soon afterward, a blackout engulfed the city of Tripoli. The 
Libyan reaction had been slow. During the entire aerial 
invasion, the lights had stayed on, almost guiding the 
American bombers to their targets. Obviously, the Libyans 
had not expected the attack when and how it finally came. 
Even if, as reported later, the Soviets had warned them an 
hour beforehand that the U.S. warplanes were on their way 
toward the shores of Tripoli, there was little sign that the 



Libyans were In any way militarily prepared. 

About 15 journalists crowded Into our darkened ABC 
room. We huddled on the floor and listened to the White 
House press briefing coming back through our speaker 
from New York. Spokesman Larry Speakes announced, 
“The strike is over, and American planes have returned to 
the fleet after they struck at the heart of Khadaffl’s ability, 
his actual infrastructure, for mounting terrorist operations.” 
There we were in Tripoli moments after the attack, 
listening to this announcement live from Washington. It 
seemed very strange. 

At 0400 (2100 EST), over our still-open speaker, we 
heard Ronald Reagan begin his live address to the nation. 
Just as the American president was saying that the Libyan 
people ought to be ashamed of the terrorism their leader 
had sponsored, our line was cut. All we could do then was 
wait until our American head offices could get calls in to us 
again. 

That first night in the darkness, many of us feared what 
the Libyans might do to us in retaliation. There was always 
the possibility of being taken hostage. But, remarkably, 
throughout our time there after the attack, the Libyans 
were generally friendly and hospitable, 

A little before 0500 in the morning, Libyan officials — by 
now swarming in the hotel — ordered us to report at once 
to the lobby. There the press corps was told we were 
going to be taken to view the damage. Then, all of a 
sudden, the hotel shook again with the sound of 
anti-aircraft fire. The Libyans, some bearing Kalashnikovs, 
panicked and began shoving the journalists back up the 
darkened stairwell. 

We watched from our windows as the whole sky lit up 
again with tracer bullets. Heavy artillery fire came from the 
direction of the main barracks area. The horizon was 
glowing In the west and in the east toward Matiga Air 
Base, the former American airfield called Wheelus. 
Searchlights scanned the sky. More flares illuminated the 
early dawn in Tripoli. Then the gunfire stopped almost as 
abruptly as it had begun. At first we thought it could have 
been a coup, or else a Khadaffi show of power. There was 
never a proper explanation. 

Finally, as dawn was breaking, we journalists were again 
summoned to the lobby and taken on buses to the nearby 
residential neighborhood of Ben-Ashour. Many houses 
were nothing more than rubble heaps. There were five 
completely demolished apartment buildings and at least a 
hundred other houses damaged along with the nearby 
French Embassy. (There were many jokes later that the hit 
was no accident since the French refused to allow the 
American bombers to fly over France en route to Libya.) A 
huge crater had ripped open a street. Cars were smashed 
to pieces. Burst mains sprayed water into the air. 
Speculation about the reason for such extensive damage 
to a residential area later centered around the one F-111 
that was shot down. Perhaps it had dropped Its bomb load 
after it had been hit; it was impossible to tell from our 
position on the ground. 

Whatever the reason for the destruction. It was all 
around us and the Libyans meant to exploit it. One 
homeless family stood huddled together in a park. A 
Libyan woman, Moreda Mohamed, cried out in Arabic, 
“President Reagan should not fight against women and 
children sleeping in the night if he is a man who fights 
men.” 
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Daylight had come at last in Tripoli after the long night of 
terrifying air raids, firings and eerie darkness. Throughout 
Libya, people were stunned by the night’s events. Libyans 
repeatedly said, “America is the real barbarian.” Now in 
the morning haze there was still total confusion throughout 
the city. People wandered in a dazed state in our hotel and 
along the streets. No one could believe that the U.S. had 
actually done this. No one could imagine where the 
situation would lead from here. Several Libyans remarked, 
"Just wait. Let President Reagan see what we’ll do now.” 

No one was sure what the Libyans would or could do 
next, if anything. There was no question that their leader, 
Colonel Muammar Khadaffi, was shocked by the raid. It 
appeared in the first few days after the bombing that there 
were skirmishes within the military and possible coup 
attempts. Khadaffi had also been reined in by his senior 
deputies. But as one diplomat from a country having good 
relations with Libya said afterward, “Khadaffi is still in 
control. He’s just sharing some of his power a little more 
than usual.” 

It did seem, however, that the mercurial leader had been 
subdued, at least for awhile. It was also the time now for a 
re-evaluatlon of Libyan policy. One Libyan insider quietly 
explained what was going on in Libya after the raid. As his 
eyes darted about carefully to be sure no other Libyan was 
listening, he put it this way: “Humpty Dumpty has had a 
great fall. Now all the king’s horses and all the king’s men 
are trying to patch Humpty together again.” ^ 


Missiles and tracers streak skyward as the Libyans try to 
pinpoint attacking U.S. planes. Photo: AP/Wide World 


Small boys contemplate a bomb-damaged building in Tripoli a 
few days after the American bombing. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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Khadaffi Bankrolls World Terror 

by David Segal 







T he mask of terrorism hides many faces, but none more 
recognizable than that of Muammar Khadaffi, Libya’s 
restless ‘*Duce of the Desert.” Since he came to power in 
a coup on 1 September 1969 Khadaffi’s monumental ego 
forced him to spread his influence on world terrorism like 
ripples on a pond. He could never be satisfied with being 
merely a regional menace. 

Khadaffi's cash flows from oil wells in his othenwise 
impoverished nation and this, combined with Libya’s 
strategic position on the Mediterranean Sea, quickly 
attracted the attention of the Soviet Union. By 1974, with 
Moscow’s aid. Khadaffi transformed his oil-rich domain into 
a major terrorist den that poses a steadily growing threat to 
the security of the West and of pro-Western governments 
around the world. 

Today Libya provides money, training and arms to at 
least 50 extremist groups and nearly 40 radical 
governments. High on this list are the Abu Nidal, Ahmed 
Jibril and Naif Hawatmeh factions of the PLO (Fatah — 
Revolutionary Command; Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine — General Command; and Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, respectively) and numerous 
terrorist groups based in and operating out of Lebanon, 
Syria, Iran and Nicaragua. Khadaffi has shown a 
remarkable willingness to loosen his purse strings and 
training facilities to nearly any terrorist group that asks. 

These include terrorist groups operating as far afield as 
Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Colombia, Peru, Ireland (North 
and South), Spain, Italy, Germany, France, Turkey, 
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. It would 
be nearly impossible to cover all of Khadaffi’s antisocial 
activities, but, according to the authoritative British 
publication Foreign Report, an estimated annual total of 
7,000 foreign terrorists pass through a network of at least 
15 Libyan training camps, 14 in Libya and one in 
Libyan-occupied Chad. These camps are: 

• Ras al-Hilal, about 250 kilometers west of Tobruk near 
the Mediterranean coast. 

• Beda, 200 kilometers south of the Gulf of Sidra. 

Sidi Bilal, south of Tripoli. This was one of the targets hit 
in America’s 15 April air raid. 

• Sebha, in central Libya, is said to be a site for the 
training of assassination hit squads. 

• The "April 17th” camp near Benghazi. 

• Tajura camp, about 16 kilometers from Tripoli, said to 
be a training site for members of the Provisional Irish 
Republican Army (Proves). 

• Al-Aziziya, 45 kilometers south of Tripoli, bombed 
during the 15 April U.S. air raid. 

• Al-Jadayim, west of Tripoli. 

• Ai-Jagbub, about 30 kilometers west of the 
Libyan-Egyptian border. 

• Ghadames camp, near where the borders of Libya, 
Tunisia and Algeria intersect. 

• A camp in the town of Surt, proper. 

• Kufra camp at an oasis in southeast Libya, said to be 
the site of special and advanced training. 

• Sabaratha camp, west of Tripoli. 

• Benina camp outside Benghazi, also bombed during 
America’s 15 April air raid on Khadaffi’s bases. 

Testimony to violence: The hat of slain policewoman Yvonne 
Fletcher lies on the ground where she fell after being shot 
from the Libyan Embassy on 18 April 1984. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 
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April 1983: Libyan aircraft transporting weapons marked as 
medical supplies to Nicaragua was detained In Brazil. Photo: 
Dept, of Defense 


• A camp in the Aozou strip, an area of Chad occupied 
by Libya. 

Very few instructors at these camps are Libyans. Most 
are hired Palestinian, Syrian, Cuban and East German 
experts in such subjects as assassination, demolitions, 
small arms and espionage. 

The reason for the massive amount of Libyan support for 
terrorist groups, extremists and guerrillas all over the globe 
becomes clear after a brief glance at Khadaffi’s philosophy. 
The man believes himself to be a man of destiny and 
believes Allah gave him the job of leading the Third World 
to victory over the West and its allies. And he makes no 
secret of this belief. It is openly proclaimed in the pages of 
Al-Zahaf aPAkhdar, the English-language Jamahiriya Mail, 
various official Libyan government proclamations (such as 
the Deciaration on the Estabiishment of the Authority of the 
Peopie of 2 March 1977), and Khadaffi’s own revolutionary 
Bible, the Green Book. Unfortunately, Khadaffi’s openly 
stated goals and beliefs, like those of Hitler 50 years ago, 
are difficult for peopiG to take seriously. Fortunately, more 
and more people come to their senses with each new 
Libyan-sponsored terrorist act. 

Normally, Khadaffi pays non-Libyan professionals like 
the PLO to do his dirty work, but he makes an exception 
for “stray dogs” — which is Khadaffi-speak for Libyan 
exiles who still have the courage to oppose his reign of 
terror. Khadaffi prefers to have his own Libyan hit teams 
hunt his Libyan opponents down and kill them. 

By 1980, after systematically crushing all opposition 
groups within Libya, Khadaffi was ready to deal with 
opponents who had found refuge abroad. From 1981 to 
the present, Libyan hit men have murdered dozens, if not 
hundreds, of anti-Khadaffi Libyans in Greece, Turkey, Italy, 
France, Germany, Austria, Spain, Portugal, Great Britain, 
Ireland, Canada, the United States, Latin America and the 
Middle East. They have narrowly missed murdering many 
more, though not for lack of effort. 

This has resulted in tensions between Libya and the 
host countries of the "stray dogs” Khadaffi wants to kill. In 
April 1984, for example, gunmen In the Libyan People’s 
Bureau (Embassy) in London opened fire on a crowd of 
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anti-Khadaffi demonstrators killing a British policewoman 
and wounding 11 demonstrators. This followed a nasty 
series of bomb attacks against Libyan dissidents in Britain 
during the previous month. The British broke diplomatic 
relations with Libya and after the embassy was vacated, 
British authorities found weapons and spent shell casings 
in the building. 

In the United States, an anti-Khadaffi student was killed 
in July 1981 in Ogden, Utah, presumably by pro-Khadaffi 
Libyans. In May 1984 the FBI arrested two Libyans in the 
Philadelphia area for trying to buy silenced handguns — 
the usual Libyan assassination weapon. One year later, in 
May 1985, a Libyan diplomat at the United Nations was 
sent home for his activities in aiding hit teams assigned to 
terminate anti-Khadaffi students, and a suspected Libyan 
hit team was broken up before it could implement a plot to 
kill Libyan dissidents in four states. 

The United States also witnessed one attempted murder 
of a KhadaffI opponent by a Libyan-hired foreign assassin, 
rather than the usual native Libyan hit squad — the failed 
assassination of Faisal Zagallai in October 1980. A student 
In Fort Collins, Colorado, and an outspoken opponent of 
the KhadaffI regime, Zagallai was shot twice in the head 
but survived with only the loss of his right eye. His 
American would-be assassin, Eugene Tafoya, was 
apparently working for Edwin Wilson, an ex-CIA agent 
employed by KhadaffI. Described by the CIA as a “rogue 
elephant,” Wilson is believed to have trained Libyan and 
foreign terrorists. 

BELOW: Seven pistols and plenty of ammunition were found 
by police following the expulsion of Libyan diplomats after 
the shooting in St. James Square. Photo: AP/Wide World 




ABOVE: A police officer sprints for cover near the Libyan 
Embassy during a seige that followed the killing of one 
policewoman and the injuring of 11 Libyan anti-Khadaffi 
protesters. Photo: AP/Wide World 

The United States broke diplomatic relations with Libya 
in 1982, two years before Britain, because Libyan 
diplomats were engaging in “acts incompatible with their 
diplomatic status,” and Libya was sponsoring “acts hostile 
to the United States.” The straw that broke the American 
Eagle’s forbearance was sensitive intelligence information 
indicating that Khadaffi had dispatched hit teams to kill the 
president of the United States, Ronald Reagan. At the 
time, most influential U.S. news media dismissed the idea 
as so much Reagan administration paranoia. Today, in 
retrospect, things look a bit different. 

If the alleged hit teams were real they were probably 


110 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 86 





composed of PLO professionals. When Khadaffi orders a 
terrorist action abroad, It is normally carried out by one of 
the 40 or so Libyan-sponsored terrorist groups (usually by 
hard-core PLO professionals) that are not readily traceable 
to Libya. 

When Muammar Khadaffi began his foreign aid program 
to the world’s developing terrorist groups, he did not 
deliberately set out to become a major part of the 
Kremlin’s international terror network. As a devout Moslem 
and fervent nationalist, Khadaffi’s basic sympathies 
seemed to lie with the extreme right, rather than with the 
communists, in the early years of his reign. The first 
terrorists to receive aid from Khadaffi were Italy’s most 
extreme neo-fascists, the spiritual heirs of Libya's 
repressive colonial masters. 

One of Khadaffi’s early efforts was the Italy-Llbya 
Association, later outlawed as a front for Italian right-wing 


terrorists. That association was headed by Claudio Mutti, 
who would later be jailed for his role in the 2 August 1980 
bombing of Bologna’s railroad station that killed 84 people. 
Another Khadaffi-backed fascist group in those days was 
the Avanguardia Nazionale, whose posters summed up the 
Arab-fascist alliance with the slogan: “We are with you, 
heroic Arab-Palestinian People, and not with the Dirty, Fat 
Jews,” to cite one example. 

Starting with financial aid to the right wing of the PLO in 
1971, Khadaffi’s taste in terrorists drifted ever leftward 
until, today, he is supporting PLO factions that are trying to 
kill Arafat for being overly conservative. The turning point 
appears to have come in 1974 when Khadaffi was nearly 
ousted by his second-in-command, Major Abdul Salam 
Jalloud, and a clique of pro-Moscow officers. In return for 
Jalloud’s continued backing, Khadaffi agreed to hitch his 
wagon to Moscow’s star. He has never looked back. 
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A hail of bullets and grenades tore up this airport lounge bar 
and killed and wounded many of the patrons. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 


Shortly after Jalloud’s pro-Moscow coup, Khadaffi signed 
a $16 billion arms deal with the Russians, and Libya has 
been a major conduit for Soviet arms to terrorist groups 
ever since. In short order, Khadaffi hooked into the 
“Carlos” network of European and Latin American leftists 
headed by Wadi Haddad. Haddad’s boss was Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) chief George 
Habash, a long-time dedicated Marxist-Leninist with close 
ties to the Soviet Union. 

The complex relationships of Khadaffi and his new 
friends are best illustrated by the 27 June 1976 hijacking of 
an Air France flight to Entebbe, Uganda. The hijackers 
were Palestinians of the PFLP and Germans of the Red 
Army Faction (RAF, a.k.a. Baader-Meinhof Gang) who 
were all members of Wadi Haddad’s Carlos network. 
Financed by Khadaffi, they hijacked a French airliner in 
Greece, refueled in Libya and landed in Uganda. There, 
reinforced by new PLO arrivals and protected by Idi Amin’s 
Ugandan troops, the hijackers demanded the release of 
PLO and leftist terrorists held in Israel and Europe. 
Khadaffi’s Soviet connection is the only one not instantly 
obvious In the Entebbe episode, although, given the 
framework of the Carlos network, It can be strongly 
inferred. 

Today, Libya has moved far beyond merely arming, 
training and financing various PLO factions. Libya and 
Syria are allied in trying to wrest control from Yasir Arafat, 


who has headed the PLO since 1968. In December 1983, 
Libyan- and Syrian-backed PLO factions combined to drive 
Arafat and his remaining Fatah loyalists out of their last 
stronghold in Lebanon, the northern port city of Tripoli. 

At the moment, Khadaffi and Arafat are mortal enemies, 
but this doesn’t stop Libya from backing certain PLO 
factions, nor does it stop various PLO factions from doing 
all sorts of odd jobs for Khadaffi. Of the nearly 20 
Palestinian terrorist organizations, the following have the 
closest ties to Libya: 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP): 

Led by George Habash and headquartered in Damascus, 
the PFLP has 500-600 men under arms. Despite its small 
size it is one of the most important groups within the PLO 
since it is completely independent of any Arab country and 
advocates the PLO’s freedom of action and 
decision-making. 

Aside from the usual advocacy of the destruction of 
Israel, the PFLP also openly espouses a strident 
Marxist-Leninist ideology and advocates the establishment 
of “socialist” regimes throughout the Arab world. The 
Habash front has the closest ties of any PLO group to the 
international left, particularly European groups like the 
Provisional IRA, Action Directe, Communist Combat Cells, 
Red Brigades, RAF, GRAPO and ETA. Some of PFLP’s 
actions include the 1970 simultaneous hijacking of four 
planes to Jordan, the 1972 Munich Olympics massacre 
and the 1976 Entebbe hijacking. 

PFLP acts as a kind of elite group of ideological 
commandos that helps Implement Soviet policy within the 
PLO and elsewhere. Habash’s current close association 
with Syria in the power struggle against Arafat is out of 
character and Is probably being done on Soviet orders. 
Habash’s close allies of the DFLP remain outside the 
Syrian camp, perhaps in order to give the Soviets the 
option of a controlled group in the Arafat camp, should 
they need one. 

Khadaffi has helped finance the PFLP since at least 
1974. That financial support continues, but, while Libya 
and the PFLP sometimes cooperate with each other, 
Habash’s group is Independent of Libyan control. 

Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP): Naif Hawatmeh’s DFLP split off from George 
Habash’s PFLP In 1969, largely over personalities. The 
two organizations have virtually identical philosophies and 
work in very close cooperation with each other. There are 
even terrorist units operating in Lebanon under joint 
PFLP-DFLP command, coordinated by the leaders of both 
organizations, 

Hawatmeh is an orthodox communist whose loyalty to 
Moscow exceeds even Habash’s, and his organization Is 
more dependent on Libyan money than the PFLP. 

Basically, the DFLP can be counted on to carry out any 
operation Khadaffi wants them to, provided they are paid 
for It and Moscow does not object. 

DFLP’s 900-1,000 men are organized in four “battalions” 
and one joint DFLP-PFLP artillery unit, and their 
operational command, under Khaled Abd ar-Rahim, is in 
Ta’albiye, Lebanon. Headquarters are in Damascus and 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, and training Is done in Syria. 

DFLP, which is best remembered for its 1974 massacre 
of Israeli school children at kibbutz Ma’alot, maintains 
close and regular contact with the Soviet Union. 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, General 
Command (PFLP-GC): This group, which split off from 
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The bodies of two Libyan-sponsored terrorists lie in the 
international terminal of Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci airport. 
The 28 December 1985 attack resuited in the deaths of 16 
travelers. Photo: AP/Wide World 

Habash’s PFLP in 1968, currently musters about 800 
terrorists. It has no fixed ideology and is built, to a large 
extent, around the personality of its forceful leader, Ahmad 
Jibril. The PFLP-GC has close ties to Libya and is almost 
entirely Libyan financed. 

Along with the Syrian-controlled “Sa’iqa,” the PFLP-GC 
furthers the Syrian position within the PLO by armed force. 
Because of Jibril’s active role in throwing Arafat out of 
Tripoli, Lebanon, in 1983, about 100-150 of his men, led 
by former security chief Abu Jabar, left the PFLP-GC, but 
they are not yet actively allied with Arafat. 

Based in Syria, PFLP-GC headquarters are at Rehan, 
near Damascus, and its main training base is “Camp 17th 
September” at Ein Sahab. Jibril’s Lebanon headquarters 
are at Deir Znun. 

Libyan influence on the PFLP-GC is dominant. Jibril’s 
group does whatever the Libyans want, whether or not the 
Soviets approve. Only if his position with Syria was 
endangered would Jibril refuse to carry out a job for 
Khadaffi. 

Fatah — the Revolutionary Council (Abu Nidal): Led 

by Sabri al-Bana, this faction, with about 500-800 terrorists 
and activists, is one of the most dangerous terrorist groups 
in the world. Much of its present strength consists of Arab 
students In Europe, including non-Palestinians. 

The group, which split off from Arafat’s Fatah in late 
1973 over a disagreement regarding post-Yom Kippur War 
political tactics, maintains Fatah’s organizational structures 
and claims to be the “real” Fatah. However, It is better 
known by Sabri al-Bana’s nom de guerre, Abu Nidal. 

From 1974-1981, Abu Nidal was based in Baghdad with 
total Iraqi governmental support. This support declined as 
Iraq’s growing concern about the Iran-lraq War led her to 
seek better ties with conservative Arab governments and 
with the West. In November 1983, Abu Nidal was expelled 
from Iraq as part of an effort to clean up Iraq’s image in 
the West, especially the U.S. 

By that time, Abu Nidal had already established 
operational centers in Syria and has since established 
similar centers in Libya and Iran. By 1985 Libya reportedly 
had become Abu Nidal’s main base of operations and 
source of money. 


In April 1986, Bild am Sonntag, a West German weekly 
known for its excellent intelligence sources, reported that 
Khadaffi was paying Abu Nidal about $12 million a year. 
This works out to about $24,000 per person for Abu Nidal’s 
active cadre of about 500, and that doesn’t count Libyan 
arms, training or other funding not yet pinpointed. It seems 
highly probable that the Abu Nidal group will do anything 
Khadaffi is willing to pay for. 

Abu Nidal has repeatedly demonstrated its ability to 
operate wherever it chooses, staging attacks in 20 
countries on three continents. Its specialty is acting as an 
“enforcer” for Libya, Syria and Iran by attacking 
conservative Arab states and factions. Abu Nidal has been 
responsible for attacks on Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Iraq, Egypt and Arafat’s supporters in the PLO. The group 
also attacked Western targets (particularly British ones), 
Israelis and, recently, Americans. The following are just a 
few of the major terrorist acts carried out by Abu Nidal in 
1985: 

April — Abu Nidal terrorist fires Soviet-made SA-7 
missile at a Jordanian Alia airliner taking off from Athens 
airport. The plane was hit, but the rocket did not explode. 

July — Abu Nidal thought to be responsible for bombing 
two restaurants in Kuwait, killing eight and Injuring nearly 
90. Also, in Madrid, Spain, Abu Nidal attacks the ticket 
offices of Alia and British Air, killing one and wounding 24. 

August — Abu Nidal bombs a hotel in Athens, Greece, 
Injuring 13 British tourists. 

September — A second Athens hotel Is bombed, 
injuring 19 tourists, mostly British. Also, Abu Nidal 
members throw grenades at the the Cafe de Paris in 
Rome, injuring 38 tourists, including Americans, Germans, 
Britons, Italians, Argentines and Brazilians. Shortly 
thereafter, the British Air office In Rome is bombed and 15 
people are injured. 

November — Abu Nidal hijacks an Egyptair airliner to 
Malta, killing an Egyptian security guard and shooting three 
passengers in the head to persuade Egypt to release 
various extremists from Egyptian prisons. One of these 
passengers, an Israeli woman, dies, but the other two 
miraculously survive. A further 58 passengers are killed 

Continued on page 138 

A partly covered body lies on the floor of the check-in area 
for El Al airlines In Vienna’s Schwechat airport after a 
terrorist attack on Friday 27 December 1985. Photo: AP/Wide ^ 
World 
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SOF VIETNAM 


A-CAMP JUMP 

Another War Story 


by Jim Morris 


J UNE 1964, almost a year before the first 
U.S. troop units arrived in Vietnam: 
Special Forces was still deploying as teams 
on six-month TOY tours. Four of us, Spe¬ 
cial Forces officers, squeezed under the 
porch of the ops shack to get out of the rain. 

I had just brought my last patrol back into 
camp after having taken Walt Swain, a good 
friend and XO of our replacement detach¬ 
ment, on his orientation patrol. We had 
killed three and captured a Walther PPK 
pistol that I had confiscated as my personal 
war trophy. We had sprung the ambush at 
2:30 in the afternoon, less than eight klicks 
from a Vietnamese district headquarters. 
Even Captain Charley Judge, Walt’s CO, 
was impressed. And he was never easily 
impressed. Judge turned the Walther over 
and over in his hands. Swain told the story 
of how it happened. 

“So you didn’t put out flank guards?’’ 
the Old Man, Captain Crews McCulloch, 
asked. 

“Nope,” Swain replied. “Just got on the 
trail and barreled on through.’’ 

The Old Man looked a little embarrassed. 
“We usually keep off the trails and put out 
flankers,’’ he said. 

I started to explain that it was a fairly safe 
area, that our intelligence had put the VC 
crossing the ambush site at a certain time, 
and that I had wanted Swain’s first patrol to 
be a success so they’d stay with our concept 
of operations. 

I’d made my decision based on the best 
facts available and been right. I didn’t need 
to apologize to anybody. “I’m going to get 
cleaned up,’ ’ I said, moving off into the rain 
toward the wash house. 

I was proud of that operation. We had 
spent our first four months wandering 
around in the woods until somebody shot at 
us. But by then the Old Man had evolved a 
concept of operations that got us in solid 
with the tribespeople, and from that I had 
been able to set up a superb intel net. For the 
past two months we had been going on short 
patrols, setting up on the trails, waiting for 

LEFT: ClDG trooper on patrol in the 
Central Highlands with Det. A-321, 5th 
SFG, during Operation Attleboro at Phuoc 
Truong. U.S. Army photo: Sergeant Bernie 
Mangiboyat 


an appointment that Charlie didn’t know he 
had. 

We knew that place cold. The Old Man 
could stand anywhere in Phu Bon province 
and call out a four-digit coordinate without 
reference to a map. We had the highest kill 
score in II Corps, and we had gotten two- 
thirds of it in the past 60 days. Never in my 
life had I been anyplace that I wanted to 
leave less. 

BELOW; A young Captain Morris, 5th 
SFG, soon after arriving in Vietnam. 


My stomach cramped badly. I’d been 
operating with a constant bellyache for over 
two months, losing a steady five pounds a 
month to amoebic dysentery for half a year. 

That night at supper the Old Man said 
there wasn’t time for any more patrols. 
“The operational fund has to be taken into 
finance at Nha Trang by an officer. Judge 
and I have to inventory weapons tomorrow, 
so you’re elected.’’ 

I wasn’t happy about it because there was 
still one patrol planned. But that night I 
packed an AWOL bag and polished a pair of 
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jungle boots. The following morning I 
caught the II Corps courier aircraft, a Cari¬ 
bou, at the airstrip. 

It was still dry season in Nha Trang and 
the sky was hard pale blue from the moun¬ 
tains to the sea. The air was lemon yellow 
and the sun baked my bones. I was covered 
with a fine film of sweat as soon as I jumped 
off the Caribou. It felt good. The passengers 
stood with their baggage beside a long row 
of new whitewashed concrete hangars, the 
hard concrete of the runway stretching off in 
the distance. 

I went inside one of the hangars, body 
turning suddenly cool as I passed into the 
shade, blinking to adjust to the light. The 
7th Aerial Port Squadron’s passenger desk 
was an upright homemade counter painted 
with a gray gloss. It was manned by a young 
airman second class in fatigues and a blue 
baseball cap. 

“How do I get to the new Special Forces 
headquarters?” I asked. I hadn’t been to 
Nha Trang since we came in-country. 

“It’s way across on the other side of the 
mnway, sir,” he said, “Just a minute and 
I’ll call over and get you a ride.” 

A young PFC in shortsleeve fatigues and 
beret drove up a few minutes later, and I got 


Spec. 4 Bill Foody treats a wounded 
Montagnard. Later wounded and evacuated 
to Walter Reed, Foody now is a lieutenant 
colonel in the Army Medical Corps serving 
as chief of surgery in a military hospital in 
West Germany. 

in his jeep. He tore off down the runway to 
the crossing point and then through a 
guarded gate on the barbwire fence sur¬ 
rounding the new Special Forces com¬ 
pound. 

It was a lot different than the old thatch- 
roofed camp we had stayed in when we first 
came in-country. Just inside the gate, next 
to the runway, was a row of low, 
whitewashed warehouses. Along the fence 
were 35 or 40 loading points, one for each 
camp. Just outside the fence was a small 
pitched-roof building with a sign that said 
“USAF, Transportation Movement Con¬ 
trol.” 

I automatically checked the Buon Beng 
loading point. Rolls of barbwire lay stacked 
out front. One thing we didn’t need was 
barbwire. 

We drove parallel to the row of ware¬ 
houses, cut right and up the red dirt road to 
the headquarters. On the right was the new 


one-story, L-shaped headquarters building, 
white and gleaming, with concrete walks, 
little pickets and white ropes to keep visitors 
from walking on the grass that was just 
beginning to poke through the new earth. 
There was an enormous sign mnning the 
length of the building that said, “HEAD¬ 
QUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY 
SPECIAL FORCES, VIETNAM,” white 
on black, with a replica of the hat flash on 
one end and another of the Special Forces 
shoulder patch on the other. Across the 
blacktop street was a mess hall complex: 
one large mess hall, with two dining rooms 
separated by a courtyard, one for officers 
and one for enlisted men. 

“Pretty nice compared to the old head¬ 
quarters, huh sir?” said the PFC. 

I gmnted. There was something offensive 
about it. The old thatch job had said, “We’ll 
do this with no frills and leave, ” This head¬ 
quarters advertised an American investment 
in Vietnam. We were no longer guests. We 
were the proprietors of something. 

I took the manila folder with the ops fund 
in it inside the door marked FINANCE. A 
fat spec 5 behind a big steel desk took it, 
turned and handed it to a pretty Vietnamese 
girl, who put it at the bottom of a pile of 
paper on her desk. “Where’s the BOQ?” I 
asked the spec 5. 

“All the way down the street and to your 
left, sir,” he said. 

I grunted my thanks and went back 
through the door, out into the hard yellow 
sunshine. I looked around, always feeling 
uneasy in Nha Trang. The mountains loom 
over the town within easy mortar range. 

I walked down the street to the row of 
barracks stretching off to the right. Like the 
rest of the buildings they were gleaming 
white one-story structures with pitched 
roofs and lots of windows to let in the air. A 
walkway ran in front of the barracks, and 
across from the barracks was another row of 
bigger buildings, three of them. The sound 
of splashing water indicated they were la¬ 
trines. In front of each barracks was a small 
teal and gold metal sign hanging from an 
inverted L-shaped bracket. The sign in front 
of the first barracks said “BRODT BAR¬ 
RACKS,” and there was another over the 
door that said BOQ. Every barracks was 
named after a Special Forces man killed in 
Vietnam. Too many had been friends of 
mine. 

The last time I saw Jim Brodt, he and I 
and a guy named Morgan Jones sat in the bar 
of the Fort Buckner Officers Club on Okina¬ 
wa. Morgan and I made up rowdy songs and 
Brodt bought beer to keep us fueled. 

A kid named Neil Mclver was killed in 
the same action as Brodt. His building was 
down the street. He and Mike Iten, our 
junior commo man, had gone through basic, 
jump school and training group together. 
Mike was in Vietnam on his first tour when 
they were killed. He and Mclver used to 
di-da-di back and forth to each other in the 
evening. Then Mclver quit sending. Mike 
didn’t find out why for a couple of weeks. 
His team sergeant got him drunk, told him, 
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then sent him to Dalat for three days. We 
were free enough for that sort of kindness in 
those days. He and Mclver were both 18 at 
the time. 

It seemed almost indecent to be sleeping 
in Jim Brodt’s memorial. I went inside and 
threw my gear on the first empty bunk. In 
back was a Dutch door with the top part 
open, and a sign that said, “Transient Per¬ 
sonnel, Check in Here.” There was a fat, 
gray-haired leg sergeant back there, reading 
a true adventure magazine. 

“I sign in here?” 

“Yessir, and check your side arm.” 

I signed his register and slipped my 
scrounged USMC shoulder holster over my 
head. “Anywhere around here to get a 
drink?” 

“Prayboy Grub’s down at the end of the 
barracks row, sir,” he said. 

“Is it open?” 

“Noon to midnight, sir.” 

I went back into the sunshine. The white 
rows of buildings closed in around me and 
for a moment my eyes started flicking from 
shadow to shadow. Then I realized what I 
was doing and walked with my eyes fixed 
straight ahead, to the end of the row. 

It was dark inside the Playboy Club after 
the brightness outside. The club was in a 
regular barracks building, long and narrow, 
but there were rows of chrome and leath¬ 
erette couches on the left, with round black 
formica-topped coffee tables. The bar ran 
almost the entire length of the right side and 
the mirror behind it ran the length of the bar. 
It was two o’clock in the afternoon. The bar 
was three-quarters empty. Mostly the cus¬ 
tomers were transients like me, with bleak 
faces and very wide eyes. Their shoulders 
slumped and they seemed to cluster on the 
couches, with their backs to a wall. Over in 
one comer was a bunch of young PFCs and 
spec 4s. They were very clean and eager and 
talked loudly. Most likely off-duty commo 
men and tmck drivers. Next to them was a 
glowing multicolored Seeburg juke box. At 
the other end of the room were two Gottlieb 
pinball machines. 

I went over to the bar and sat down, 
staring at the rows of canned cashews, Po¬ 
lish sausages, and my own face in the mir¬ 
ror. It looked ten years older than it had six 
months before. The barmaid came over. 
She was almost thirty, and had aged fast, 
too, become stringy and hard-faced. She 
wore black capri pants and a purple blouse. 
But she had beautiful long, straight black 
hair, drawn into a ponytail, flipped over her 
shoulder, and spilled down the front of her 
blouse in a shimmering cascade. ‘ ‘Gimme a 
San Miguel and a bag of Fritos, Angel,” I 
said. 

I took my beer and went over to the juke 
box. There were three good songs on it, 
loud and rhythmic enough to preclude 
rational thought. I put in a dollar’s worth of 
quarters and played them four times apiece: 
Twist and Shout by the Beatles, Deep Pur¬ 
ple, Nino Tempo and April Stevens, and 
Green Onions by Booker T. and the M.G.s. 

Hard rhythm threw me out of myself and I 


stood, letting the beat drive me along. I 
killed my beer and went back for another. 

Then I took the beer and the Fritos and 
sank into one of the deep chairs along the 
wall. I flipped my feet up on the low coffee 
table and let a long gurgle of beer slide down 
my throat. 

I sat there until my twelve records played 
through, then broke a five, put in another 
dollar and played them again, four more 
times apiece. I did it fast, before anybody 
else could have a chance to make a selec¬ 
tion, but somebody had slipped in a nickel 
and Sinatra sang All the Way. 

I got another beer and some pork skins. I 
ate a lot of junk food that afternoon, missed 
lunch, and drank through suppertime. 

Some guys I knew came in. I grunted 
enough greeting to acknowledge their pres¬ 
ence without inviting conversation. 

My belly felt kind of crummy and my 
head was hot and it seemed a good idea to 
roll the cold beer bottle over my forehead. 
As soon as the beer was gone I got up, 
thinking I might go downtown. 

But then I felt very sick, and walked 
quickly out the door and across the space to 
the latrine building. It was dark and stars 
shone down between the buildings. Then 

From left, Philippe Drouin, Montagnard 
interpreter; Staff Sergeant Ken Miller, 
senior commo man, who had three TOY 
tours to the same camp; and Miller’s 
company commander and adopted son. Nay 
Phin. 


there was the brightly lighted latrine with a 
row of booths on the left and porcelain sinks 
on the right, each with its little square of 
mirror. I bolted for one of the booths. 

I got my pants down just in time. My 
bowels emptied in great racking spasms. I 
sat on the stool and rocked back and forth, 
trying to hold my stomach down. Then I 
grabbed the chain on the French-style crap- 
per and, holding my trouser tops in my 
hands, whirled and watched the last of the 
stool swirl down the drain, as I threw my 
guts up in a sour green and yellow gusher, 
just finishing in time to sit back down again. 
This time it was all liquid. 

I alternated like that for half an hour, until 
finally there was nothing left but sphincter 
spasms and dry heaves. Then I buckled up 
and went back to the Playboy Club, the 
closest place where there was help. 

I barely got the door open, and stood 
there in the doorway, looking into the dim 
interior at all the green butts on barstools. 
Green Onions was still playing and I 
couldn’t have cared less. 

Two young sergeants I had known on 
Okinawa came up. One of them said, “Sir, 
you all right?” 

“No, ” I said. ‘ ‘I am not all right. I am all 
wrong.” 

One of them clamped a hand over my 
forehead. “You better believe it,” he said. 
They half-dragged, half-carried me to a 
jeep, got my AWOL bag and weapon from 
the BOQ and drove me to the 8th Field 
Hospital on the other side of the airstrip. 
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The ride was a dark blur. 

A white-coated medic gave me a card to 
fill out and stuck a thermometer in my 
mouth. “Hundred and five,” he said when 
he took it out. 

For three days I sat in a bed in the hospital 
between crisp, clean sheets, floating free in 
a bright white swirling cloud of feverish 
hallucinations. 

It got cold, so cold, I shivered for a long 
time, floating in the cloud. Then it turned 
warm again and I went conscious and ate a 
clean meal off a clean tray, with salad. 

“What have I got, Doc?” 

“Gastroenteritis.*’ 

“What’s that?” 

“It’s a badly upset stomach condition, 
characterized by diarrhea, vomiting and a 
high fever.” 

“Yep, that’s what it is, all right.” 

And I slept, twelve, fourteen, sixteen 
hours a day. Three days later I woke up. I 
grabbed a medic and said, “Man, I gotta get 
out of here. My team leaves day after tomor¬ 
row, and I got stuff scattered all over that 
camp.” 

“You sure you feel well enough to go?” 

“Sure, sure. 1 feel great. See!” I swung 
down out of the bed and walked about four 
steps, briskly, and with my head held high. 
Then I stopped and grabbed a bedpost so I 
wouldn’t fall down. 

“Okay,” he said. “Get your gear and 
check out.” 

As soon as I could get dressed and clear 
the hospital I lurched into the street, AWOL 
bag in hand, and thumbed a ride on a pass¬ 
ing three-quarter. 

He let me off at the little building beside 
the warehouses, the Transportation Move¬ 
ment Control office. 

I pushed through the screen door and 
leaned on the counter. My stomach still had 
a few butterflies, but by and large I felt 


Morris, right, and Sergeant John Watson 
examine two of a dozen AR-15s that arrived 
without explanation at their camp. It was 
their first experience with the rifle. 

okay. There was a sleek, efficient-looking 
airman first class with a boogie haircut — 
ducktails on the sides and crewcut on top — 
and a clipboard, working behind the desk. 
Two pilots sat back, drinking coffee, their 
feet up on desks. They wore flight suits and 
S&W .38s in cowboy rigs. They both had 
survival knives and good boots. One wore a 
U.S. Army blocked fatigue cap and the 
other a camouflage duck hunting cap. They 
looked tired. I didn’t trust anybody in Viet¬ 
nam who didn’t look tired. But these guys 
looked real good; they were Air Comman¬ 
dos. 

“You got anything going to Cheo Reo 
this afternoon?” I asked. 

“Yes sir,” the airman said. “Leaves at 
1200 hours.” 

“Okay,” I replied. “Book me on it. 
Name’s Morris.” 

As soon as I got my name on the manifest 
I went back up to Special Forces headquar¬ 
ters and picked up our clearance for the ops 
fund, got some lunch, and came back down 
to the TMC. 

“Sorry, sir,” the airman said as I came 
through the door. “That aircraft is a scrub. 
The right wheel is flat.” 

It was already too late to catch the courier 
and even if I could, it only went to Pleiku 
today, then back to Cheo Reo tomorrow. By 
that route I’d be lucky to get back before the 
team left. ‘ ‘You got anything else going that 
way?” 

“No sir, not until day after tomorrow.” 

“Aw,” I said, “I have to get there. You 
got anything going over it?” 

“Yes sir. There’s an airdrop at Plei Ta 
Nangle this afternoon. But it won’t land at 


Cheo Reo.” 

“Have you got a weather check?” I 
asked. “What’s the ground winds?” 

‘ ‘Eight to ten knots, sir, ” he said, check¬ 
ing the chart behind him. 

“Okay, what time’s the aircraft take 
off?” 

“Fourteen-hundred, sir.” 

“Book me on it,” I went to the Special 
Forces supply office next door. There was 
another clerk behind a desk there, an Army 

guy. 

“Who do I see to draw a backpack, re¬ 
serve and kit bag? And preferably a hel¬ 
met,” I asked him. 

“Chief McKee, sir,” he said. “He’s the 
rigger officer.” 

“Where’s he at?” 

He pointed toward the back of the office, 
on the other side of a partition. I went back 
there and found an earnest gentleman in his 
forties, laboriously poring over paperwork. 
He had a light fringe of hair around a gleam¬ 
ing bald spot, and his face looked far older 
than his years. 

“Chief McKee?” I asked. 

“Yes sir.” He stood up, and I saw he 
wore master parachutist wings and rigger 
wings: He was well-built, actually in a lot 
better shape than I was, a dead-earnest man, 
and highly conscientious. 

I explained the situation to him and asked 
for a T-10 parachute assembly. 

“Sir,” he said. “I don’t approve of 
jumping in on these unprepared DZs. That’s 
a very unsafe practice. I highly recommend 
against that.” 

From his standpoint, of course, the chief 
was absolutely right. But that didn’t help 
solve my problem. 

“Approve of it or not,” I said, “will you 
give me the rig?” 

“No sir,” he said. “I won’t.” 

“The hell with.it. You must work for 
somebody around here that can authorize it. 
Where’s he at?” 

“Major Kollat is the S-4, sir. His office is 
in the front.” 

I walked back up to the front of the supply 
office and through the door marked Supply 
Officer. 

He was seated behind his desk. The desk 
had a nameplate on it that said Zoltan F. 
Kollat, Major, United States Army. He was 
a very muscular man with brown curly hair. 
He had been our PT instructor at Bragg, and 
with his shirt off, from behind, if he wiggled 
a finger, his entire back looked like a flag 
waving. He didn’t seem to be doing any¬ 
thing right then, just staring off into space. 
Perhaps he was practicing his glower. 

“Major Kollat,” I said. 

He reached up and scratched his nose, 
almost splitting his sleeve up around the 
bicep. “What?” he replied. 

“You mind if I borrow a T-10 assembly? 

I want to jump into my camp this after¬ 
noon?” 

“Naw, I don’t care.” 

“Thanks.” I got out of his office fast, 
before he could change his mind. Avoiding 
Chief McKee, I went to the warehouse and 
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drew the rig and a helmet. Then I went back 
to the TMC. 

There was still an hour to wait; so I got a 
cup of coffee and sat down with it. They had 
some old magazines for the flight crews to 
read. I picked up a dog-eared Argosy. 

At 1:45 the airman came back and said, 
“About time to load up, sir.’* 

“Thanks.” I slipped my shoulder holster 
over my head and picked up the heavy kit 
bag wiA the two parachutes in it, and my 
AWOL bag with the other hand. 

“You want some help with that, sir?” 

“Nope, I’ll make it.” 

The crew squatted over their map under 
the wing of their C47. Over by the door a 
fork lift put cargo pallets up on the conveyer 
inside the aircraft. Up inside, two door- 
bundle kickers tied on G-13 cargo chutes. 
Directing the whole operation was Chief 
McKee. 

“Major Kollat loaned me a rig,” I said. 

“All right,” he replied, but he still didn’t 
look very happy about it. As old a jumper as 
he was, he must have seen a lot of guys bent 
out of shape on better drop zones than the 
Cheo Reo airstrip. 1 sat down the kit bag and 
went over under the wing to talk to the crew, 
“Going to Cheo Reo?” I asked. 

The pilot looked up. “Can’t land there,” 
he said. “Not on the flight plan.” 

“Just go over the airstrip at about twelve 
hundred,” I said. “I’m going to jump.” 

“Okay, fine.” 

I squatted down over the map and showed 
him the approach I wanted. He suggested a 
better one and I agreed to it. “Look,” I 
said, “if you got one of these little message¬ 
dropping jazzers, why don’t you come 
down over Boun Beng and I’ll lob it in and 
have somebody meet me at the airstrip. I 
don’t relish walking all the way out to 
camp.” 

“Sure,” he said. He reached into his 
flight suit and came out with an irridescent 
red streamer, about fifteen feet long, with a 
small weighted pocket in one end for mes¬ 
sages. 

The pilot got up and looked questioningly 
at his aircraft. “All right,” he said. “Let’s 
see if this sucker’ll fly.” 

He went back to climb up the ladder. 
Chief McKee’s men had already stowed my 
chute in the back. 

The flight took about two hours, which 
gave me plenty of time to write out, “Have 
somebody meet me with the ambulance at 
the airstrip. Will jump in about half-hour 
from now — Morris.” 

Then I went up to the door and looked 
out. This pilot was flying a lot lower than 
the one who’d taken my team in. That was 
because the weather had been better then. 
No clouds. We followed the flat, looping 
Song Ba all the way up from the coast, and 
my country was as beautiful as ever. The 
green seemed to shimmer in the rainy sea¬ 
son, and the flat square paddies were filled 
with water that gave off a sheen, like a 
thousand mirrors laid out on the ground, 
broken by regular sprigs of rice. I watched 
the shadow of the airplane flying off to the 


left and the reflection of it just below. The 
three of them, the real one in the sky, the 
shadow one on the ground, and the reflec¬ 
tion in the stagnant water, flew in perfect 
formation until we came to the mountains. 
The reflection disappeared and the shadow 
got broken apart by irregular country. 

Down below was the district headquar¬ 
ters on Highway 14, and I could see the big 
trail that ran a hundred feet from where we 
had ambushed the VC company commander 
and his two buddies the day before I went to 
Nha Trang. A little to the west was the spot 
where Bill Foody, our junior medic, got hit 
in the leg. It was saddening to look down 
and see the ground we had made our own 
with so much effort, only to have our tour 
end just as we had achieved a real mastery of 
the area. 

Our past was written all over the land 
below. And the future was written in the 
past if you could see it. 

I could see some of it. We knew the 
Montagnard revolt was coming, had re¬ 
ported it and not been believed. A few min¬ 
utes before, my aircraft had passed to the 
east of one of the Rhade camps where the 
troops were to rebel. 

Captain Crews McCulloch, right, known as 
the Old Man, and Nay Re, a Montagnard 
company CO. Nay Re later was executed 
for mortaring a Vietnamese district 
headquarters during the Montagnard revolt. 


The first bundle blocked the door and I 
couldn’t lean out, so I ducked back inside 
and went up to talk to the crew chief. 

“Drop down over Buon Beng,” I howled 
over the engines, “and I’ll lob out the mes¬ 
sage. Then I’ll jump on the way back from 
Plei Ta Nangle.” 

“Rodge,” he said. He turned and spoke 
into his microphone, nodding to the pilot. 
Then he turned back to me. 

“We’re ten minutes out from Cheo Reo 
now,” he bellowed. “We’ll be dropping 
down in about five.” 

I nodded and went back to the door, 
working my way around the door bundles 
and the conveyer belt all the way back. The 
wind caught my face again as I got to the 
door. It seemed only a moment later that the 
aircraft started dropping. I knelt and took 
the message streamer from the front of my 
shirt, peering around the bundle. The 
ground below rose swiftly, and we started 
passing over the road complex around Cheo 
Reo. I could have reached out and touched 
the treetops underneath. 

I leaned out as far as I could and made out 
the great oval of dozed trees around the 
camp, thatched-roofed buildings, and the 
shiny tin roofs of the supply building, com- 
mo shack and dispensary up ahead and clos¬ 
ing fast. Then the dozed trees were under¬ 
neath, scattered helter-skelter with great 

Continued on page 129 
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Finally, the guerrillas often use U.S. 
M67 grenades captured from the Salvador¬ 
an army. This 2.5-inch devil weighs in at a 
mere 14 ounces and contains 6.5 ounces of 
Composition B within its ball-shaped, pre¬ 
engraved fragmentation body. Called 
“baseball” grenades, M67s can be pitched 
a good 40 meters, have a time delay of 4 to 5 
seconds and a casualty radius of 15 meters. 
They are the most effective hand grenades 
used in El Salvador. 

All these weapons depend on mainte¬ 
nance for their usefulness, but guerrilla 
armorers operate without proper tools, 
almost no spare parts and in primitive jungle 
environments. Some of their repairs and 
modifications are innovative to say the least 
— almost brilliant — but most are crude and 
often ineffective. Most guerrilla weapons 
are severely rusted, indicating they lack 
rudimentary maintenance equipment such 
as cleaning rods, patches, oil, bore cleaner 
and brushes. 

Parts are commonly cannibalized from 
one weapon to another as one operating 
M60 is better than two or three down. Re¬ 
pairs are effected with material at hand and 
that means masking and surgical tape, elec¬ 
trical wire, hose clamps and even boot 
laces. FAL gas tubes can be repaired with 
wire wrapping and solder. Tropical wood 
replaces broken plastic buttstocks, hand- 
guards and pistol grips. 

Many rifles have chopped barrels and/or 
buttstocks. While this may sometimes indi¬ 
cate an attempt to create a more compact 
configuration, most barrels have been cut 
back to remove bulges caused by firing with 
mud and debris in the muzzle. Arbitrary 
modification in the barrel length of a gas- 
operated firearm can affect the port pressure 
and seriously affect functional reliability. 1 
fired a chopped FN FAL that failed to ex¬ 
tract every three or four rounds. 

The most radical modification I have seen 
was an M16A1 whose barrel was cut back 
and fitted with a G3 flash suppressor and 
shortened G3 “tropical” type handguards. 
Both the guerrillas and the Salvadoran army 
fit G3 pistol grips to the M60’s forearm. 

Six years of combat without respite in the 
harsh climate of El Salvador have taken 
their toll on all the combatants’ small arms. 
Of the primary weapons in the war, the 
Ml6s and FN FALs, badly scarred and dis¬ 
figured, continue to spit bullets. The G3s 
are turning sour and the M60s, as I pre¬ 
dicted, are beginning to self-destruct on 
both sides of the fracas. 

The war is winding down in El Salvador 
and despite the communists’ attempts to 
mask the trail of weapons from ComBloc 
countries, the spoor is clear for all to see. 
Sure, no concrete proof of arms shipments 
from Nicaragua to the FMLN via the Gulf of 
Fonseca exists, but an overwhelming airay 
of circumstantial evidence flies in the face 
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of Sandinista claims of innocence. Of 
course the FMLN is clever enough not to 
use Soviet weapons — they’re too easy to 
trace. But then so are the Ml6s from Viet¬ 
nam. Perhaps even the communists know 
it’s too late in the game to be wearing a 
mask. ^ 


COMBLOC SNIPER 
RIFLES 

Continued from page 57 

With regard to accuracy, current Russian 
light ball turned in the best performances 
with 3 MO A, mediocre at best. Older Rus¬ 
sian ammunition and the Egyptian heavy 
ball never shot better than 3.6 MOA. Re¬ 
member, however, that our test specimen’s 
barreled receiver floated about in the stock 
with every shot fired. Consistent head shots 
would not be possible with this rifle at even 
200 meters. The antiquated Ml891/30 
Mosin Nagant rifle simply cannot cut the 
mustard as a modem sniper rifle. 

By the late 1960s, these rifles had been 
replaced in the Soviet armed forces by the 
Dragunov system. The Dragunov rifle is 
based on the Kalashnikov system and has an 
awesome reputation. Our test specimen was 
the Yugoslavian M76 derivative of the Dra¬ 
gunov manufactured by Zavodi CrvenaZas- 
tava, Kragujevac. It will soon be available 


in the U.S.in caliber?.62x51mmNATO. A 
PRC version of the Russian Dragunov, in 
caliber 7.62x54R, will soon be imported by 
Keng’s Firearms Specialty (Dept. SOF, 
6030 Highway 85, Suite 222, Riverdale, 
GA 30274). 

Gas operated, the Dragunov has a 
Kalashnikov-type bolt and carrier but a 
separate short-stroke piston. Long-stroke 
operation results in movement of a heavy 
mass which jars the weapon and decreases 
the accuracy potential. The Dragunov’s 
light piston, driven rearward by gases mov¬ 
ing through the gas port, transfers its energy 
to the bolt carrier. There is no piston exten¬ 
sion and the carrier moves back alone to 
rotate the bolt running in its cam path and 
unlock the action. The carrier and bolt con¬ 
tinue to move rearward and compress the 
recoil spring which then drives the bolt 
group forward to strip a round from the 
magazine and lock the two-lug rotary bolt 
into its recesses in the receiver walls before 
the next shot is fired. The Yugoslavs have, 
for some reason, opted to retain the Kalash¬ 
nikov’s original long-stroke method of op¬ 
eration with the piston and extension 
attached to the bolt carrier. The M76 differs 
in other significant details from the Soviet 
SVD (Samozaryadnaya Vintovka Draguno- 
va) and Rumanian I^K (an almost exact 
duplicate of the Russian SVD), although 
disassembly/assembly procedures are iden¬ 
tical to any other Kalashnikov and will not 
be described here. 

Before WWU the Yugoslavs adopted the 


German 7.92x57mm cartridge for use in 
their military rifles and machine guns and 
until recently the standard sniping system 
was a rebuilt, accurized Mauser 98k fitted 
with a telescopic sight. This caliber has 
been retained for both machine guns and the 
M76 sniper rifle. With its rimless case it 
constitutes a better choice than the 
7.62x54R while retaining equivalent ballis¬ 
tic potential. 

At 11.6 pounds, empty, but with scope 
and mount, and an overall length of 45.4 
inches, the M76 is not exactly a lightweight 
scout rifle. But snipers don’t usually move 
about as much as other straight legs and this 
is an acceptable tradeoff for an enhanced 
accuracy potential and reduction in felt re¬ 
coil. 

A forged and milled receiver, like that of 
the AK-47, is partially responsible for this 
heft. This receiver and all other metal parts 
have been salt blued with a black finish, 
except the bolt and piston group and regula¬ 
tor which have been left in the white. The 
gas block and receiver on my specimen are 
slightly plum colored, indicating improper 
bluing techniques. 

A simple, three-position regulator has 
been fitted to the gas block, the normal 
positon being ‘ 1. ’ It produces the least felt 
recoil, expelling most of the gases into the 
atmosphere before they act upon the piston 
head. Soviet SVDs have two-position reg¬ 
ulators. The regulator can be adjusted only 
after the gas tube has been removed. Except 
for a protruding tab to lock the regulator, the 
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gas tube is that of the Kalashnikov series, 
but with four gas vents on the bottom. 

Since there is no provision for full-auto 
fire, the Kalashnikov trigger mechanism 
has been simplified. It consists of a trigger, 
sear, disconnector, hammer, hammer and 
trigger pins and multiple strand spring. The 
safety sear and its coil spring, which permit 
the hammer to fall only after it has been 
tripped by the bolt carrier when the bolt 
locks, have also been retained. While the 
trigger pull weight on my specimen is only 
3.25 pounds, the trigger must be pulled 
along a seemingly infinite course of travel 
before let-off. The standard Kalashnikov 
safety lever has only two positions. With the 
lever set in the upper position to safe and a 
magazine in place, the bolt carrier can be 
retracted only enough to inspect the cham¬ 
ber for a loaded round. Stiff and excep¬ 
tionally difficult to manipulate, the selector 
lever makes the usual loud AK noises. 

A moderately effective muzzle device 
has been attached to the M76’s four-groove, 
22-inch barrel. Flash suppression is no bet¬ 
ter or worse than any number of other 
attachments of this type. Muzzle climb is 
moderated slightly by location of the five 
elongate vents with three on top and two at 
the bottom. Nothing to rave about here. 
Four interrupted threads at the rear of the 
muzzle device will presumably accommo¬ 
date rifle grenades. 

The rearmost portion of the muzzle de¬ 
vice serves as the front sight mount and the 


entire assembly is pinned to the barrel at this 
point. The round, post-type front sight is 
guarded by heavy protective ears. Threaded 
to a steel pin which can be drifted right or 
left, the front sight can be adjusted for both 
elevation and windage zero. The rear sight 
is a sliding tangent type with the usual open 
U-notch. It can be adjusted for elevation 
only from zero to 1,000 meters in 100-meter 
increments. There is no battle position. 

There is a bayonet lug on the bottom of 
the front sight mount, a strange anachro¬ 
nism. Bayonets serve no useful purpose on 
such military small arms as sniper rifles and 
submachine guns. A Soviet-style AKM 
wire-cutter bayonet is now standard issue in 
the Yugoslavian armed forces. Both the 
scabbard and bayonet are of the second 
model type: plastic- rather than rubber- 
insulated steel scabbard and steel instead of 
plastic pommel as found on the first model 
AKM bayonets. The Yugoslavian version is 
distinguished by its black scabbard and grip 
panels. 

Of all-steel construction, the staggered 
box-type magazine holds 10 rounds. The 
magazine’s follower is raised to hold the 
bolt group back after the last shot has been 
fired in the manner of the PRC Type 68 
20-round magazine. But there is no hold- 
open stop on the receiver and when the 
empty magazine is removed, the bolt group 
will immediately fly forward. This is fool¬ 
ish, and serves only to increase the difficul¬ 
ty encountered in removing the magazine. 


The magazine release catch, directly in 
front of the trigger, is a spring-loaded flap¬ 
per and magazines must be inserted from the 
front and rolled back to engage the catch, 

Soviet and Rumanian Dragunovs have 
skeletonized, laminated-wood buttstocks 
with the front portion as a pistol grip. The 
Yugoslavs have opted for a more conven¬ 
tional configuration. A blond, tight-grained 
wood, lightly stained and oiled, has been 
used for the buttstock, pistol grip and hand- 
guards. A V 2 -inch-thick, solid black rubber 
recoil pad has been attached to the rear 
swivel under the buttstock and the front 
swivel fitted to the gas block. 

All very interesting, but the M76’s most 
intriguing component is its telescopic sight. 
The ON M76 scope is patterned after the 
PSO-1 optical sight found on the Soviet 
SVD, with one important difference. The 
PSO-1 scope employs a small battery- 
operated internal light bulb to illuminate the 
reticle during operation under subdued light 
conditions. The Yugoslavs have eliminated 
both bulb and battery and substituted tritium 
illumination. At low light levels the reticle 
pattern glows green. A nuclear-powered be- 
talight is far superior in both longevity and 
maintenance to the cruder system used on 
the PSO-1. 

Both PSO-1 and ON M76 scopes also have 
an infrared detector, often referred to as a 
“Metascope.” A small knob on the ON 
M76’s right side can be rotated forward to flip 
an internal green filter up into the scope’s 
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optical path. Infrared sources, such as small- 
amis night sights and searchlights mounted on 
MBTs, can then be detected as an orange glob 
in the scope. Future ON M76 scopes will omit 
this feature since military technology has 
moved away from IR emitters. 

Optically, the ON M76 scope is a con¬ 
ventional, fixed four-power telescope of 
military grade with an aluminum housing 
about 9V2 inches in overall length. The 
actual field of view is 5 degrees 10 feet. A 
threaded, removable sunshade is attached at 
the objective end. A long, soft rubber 
eyecup of the proper length to obtain the 
required eye relief can be slipped over the 
ocular end. The eyecup has four pinholes to 
minimize fogging and prevent suction. In 
addition to the infrared detector knob there 
are external controls for elevation (top of 
scope) and windage (left side). Elevation 
can be adjusted from zero to 1,200 meters in 
100- and 50-meter increments. Calibration 
matches the trajectory of 7.92x57mm 
Yugoslavian M49 ball (standard issue), 
M70 (tracer) and M75 ball (match grade) 
ammunition. 

The range-finding reticle pattern is, in 
modified form, that of the Russian PSO-1 
scope which, in turn, copies the principle 
used in the PGO-7 and PGO-7V optical 
sights on the RPG-7 rocket launcher. It’s 
quite simple, requiring a minimum of train¬ 
ing, but very effective. To the bottom left of 


the vertical crosshair is a baseline marked 
‘1.75,’ the average height of a European in 
meters. Above the baseline are seven short 
ascending steps, moving upward from the 
left. Every other step is marked (8, 6,4 and 
2 corresponding to 800, 600, 400 and 200 
meters). Simply place the feet of your target 
on the baseline and match the top of your 
target’s head with the appropriate step. This 
is the distance to the target. All that remains 
(if the rifle and scope have been zeroed) is to 
dial the equivalent number on the elevation 
knob. 

The mount and rings are black anodized 
aluminum. Two circular holes in the mount 
permit use of the iron sights while the scope 
is in place. The scope can be quickly de¬ 
tached from the single side rail and riveted 
to the receiver’s left side by a locking lever 
on the mount. Repeated removal and in¬ 
stallation during our test and evaluation did 
not alter the unit’s zero. When detached, the 
scope and mount are carried in a leather and 
canvas pouch that also contains a camel’s 
hair brush, optical cleaning cloth and a com¬ 
bination tool with screwdrivers for adjust¬ 
ing the scope. 

A passive night sight, called the 
PN5X80(j), can also be installed on the 
M76. It has a five-power magnification and 
a 10-degree field of view. Using recharge¬ 
able batteries it is reported to be effective 
against human targets up to 700 meters and 


vehicles up to 2,000 meters. 

Although its case is far too long by to¬ 
day’s standards, the German 7,92x57mm 
cartridge still performs with excellence in 
machine guns and sniper rifles. Adopted by 
the German army in 1888, it is one of the 
most widely distributed military cartridges 
in history. 

Ammunition from three different sources 
was tested in the M76, At one time surplus 
WWII Canadian ammunition in this caliber 
was commonly available, and with good 
reason — particularly for reloaders — since 
their brass cases (headstamped 
‘7.92MM44’) are boxer primed, but corro¬ 
sive. The bullet used was a copy of the 
German S ball, a 154-grain FMJ spitzer. 
With 47 grains of IMR-type powder, this 
ammunition left the M76’s barrel with an 
average velocity of 2,759 fps and a standard 
deviation of 43 fps. 

We also fired some ancient German 
ammunition, headstamped ‘PS*7 38* 
(manufactured by Poke, Magdeburg, in 
1938). Berdan primed and corrosive, its 
brass cases are filled with 44 grains of Euro¬ 
pean-type cut-sheet flakes. The black- 
tipped, 156-grain boattail FMJ bullet and 
red primer annulus indicate this to be armor¬ 
piercing tracer. By now it only traces 50 
percent of the time and for just a short dis¬ 
tance, but like fine wine its accuracy per¬ 
formance only seems to have im- 
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proved with age as the average velocity was 
2,665 fps with an astounding standard de¬ 
viation of only 12 fps. 

Portuguese ammunition of 1971 vintage 
(TNM 71-20’) is Berdan primed, but non- 
corrosive. Its 198-grain FMJ boattail bullet 
duplicates the German so-called s.S ball. 
Propelled by 44 grains of European-type 
cut-sheet flakes, this ammunition produced 
an average velocity of 2,421 fps with a 
standard deviation of only 12 fps. 

The German ammunition produced the 
best accuracy with 2.6 MO A. The 198- 
grain Portuguese projectile did not fare well 
in the M76 Dragunov and shot no better than 
5 MO A. I had no access to the special 
ammunition supposedly issued to ComBloc 
snipers. Assuming it to be of match grade, I 
think we could easily get the M76 down to 
1.5 MOA. That would permit head shots out 
to 300 meters and chest shots up to 450 
meters in the hands of a moderately trained 
rifleman. Most sniper kills I have observed 
were made at less than 500 meters. 

Testing for this report required two essen¬ 
tial pieces of equipment: a high-quality 
spotting scope and a sturdy bench. Steiner’s 
24x80 military field telescope, weighing 
only 44 ounces, offered exceptional clarity 
and brightness. Waterproof and dust resis¬ 
tant, it’s covered with rugged, frost resistant 
NATO green rubber armor and has passed a 
rugged shock vibration test. All the glass 


surfaces are coated against glare and ex¬ 
treme light conditions. This 24-power tele¬ 
scope has a field of view of 105 feet at 1,000 
yards which equals two degrees. The fiber- 
reinforced polycarbonate housing exhibits 
negligible temperature expansion from 
minus 40 C to plus 70 C. An adjustable 
ocular ring permits eyeglass wearers to see 
the full field of view. An objective lens will 
accept an optional sunshade. A compact 
Porro lens system helps hold internal light 
loss to a minimum. Suggested retail price is 
$599. Optional accessories are available. 
For further information contact Pioneer 
Marketing and Research Inc., Dept. SOF, 
216 Haddon Avenue, Suite 522, Westmont, 
NJ 08108. 

We used a sturdy, portable shooting 
bench manufactured by Armor Metal Prod¬ 
ucts (Dept. SOF, 25(X) Phoenix Ave., Hele¬ 
na, Montana 59604). Built like the prover¬ 
bial brick latrine, the bench top is a massive 
1 */ 2 -inch-thick plywood unit with 10 plies 
oriented in all directions, which gives out¬ 
standing resistance to deflection throughout 
the surface while keeping the weight man¬ 
ageable. Top area dimensions are 29x43'/z 
inches with an 11 ‘/ 2 -inch inset (right- or 
left-handed). The assembled bench stands 
33 inches high on heavy-wall galvanized- 
pipe legs. The leg mounting brackets are 
heavy */4x5x5-inch steel plates with welded, 
precisely angled leg sockets which are 


through-bolted to the bench top. Once the 
brackets have been installed, field setup is 
simply a matter of screwing in the legs. 

Three- and four-leg models are available. 
I used the combo model, weighing 65 
pounds. That’s heavy, but compared to the 
flimsy portable units, it’s an acceptable 
tradeoff. The three-leg model costs 
$119.95, the four-leg is $129.95 and the 
combo model is $139.95, and that’s not too 
heavy at all for quality that locks your cross¬ 
hairs on the target. ^ 

GULBUDIN 

HEKMATYAR 

Continued from page 38 

intervention troops during that invasion? 
That regime has no right to represent the 
nation it is fighting against! 

This is just the beginning. We will try to 
get all Afghan seats on all levels in all inter¬ 
national organizations. We ask that all 
Afghan embassies and consulates in all 
friendly countries be given to the Afghan 
mujahideen. 

SOF: The United States now recognizes 
the Karraal regime. How do you feel about 
that? 
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Hekmatyar: The policies of your Amer¬ 
ican State Department are very difficult to 
understand. Sometimes I think the Amer¬ 
ican government does not care about the 
Afghan people. It only wants to use Afghan¬ 
istan to make a deal with the Russians. 

I have been in New York, along with the 
representatives of six other Afghan mujahi¬ 
deen organizations, to present our case to 
the United Nations. It should have been in 
the newspaper headlines. We gave inter¬ 
views and news conferences. We gave a 
filmed interview to CBS. It was never 
shown. We spoke with Time magazine and 
The New York Times, but there is no reflec¬ 
tion of this in the newspapers or on the 
television and radio. How can this be, un¬ 
less the American government wishes it so? 

SOF: In this country the government 
does not control the press. If your fight 
against Russian occupation is being 
ignored, Tm afraid it is the ignorance of the 
media and the indifference of the American 
people that are at fault. 

Hekmatyar: I hope you are wrong. I 
would rather believe the American govern¬ 
ment is responsible. But it is a fact that our 
delegation has not gotten any press cover¬ 
age for over a week. 

SOF: What can you tell me about the 
military situation in Afghanistan now? 

Hekmatyar: Russia has increased the 
number of their troops in Afghanistan. At 
the beginning, they had much fewer troops. 


but when they could not crush our move¬ 
ment, they increased these troops. Now 
they have around 230,000 involved in fight¬ 
ing. 

SOF: And more from their support units 
based in the Soviet Union? 

Hekmatyar: There are troops on that 
side of the border. They also participate in 
fighting. In the northern province bordering 
Russia, most of the activities are carried out 
by the troops based on their side of the 
border. The bombardments are carried out 
by airplanes from Soviet bases. 

Still, there are a big number of Russian 
troops in Afghanistan. They are launching 
offensives, killing innocent people, burning 
villages, burning fields. They deliberately 
starve the people and drive them from their 
land. Those who are left are taken for con¬ 
scription to the Karmal army and made to 
fight against their brothers. 

The Russians come down to the occupied 
areas and take away the children to Russia, 
They tell them lies and propaganda and train 
them to fight their own people. 

These atrocities will not crush our resis¬ 
tance. The Russians only occupy 10 percent 
of our country. They are not safe. Their rule 
is shaky. Our casualties have increased 
several times over what they were before, 
but this is true for the enemy side also. Still, 
the situation is more and more to our advan¬ 
tage. 

SOF: Have there been mujahideen opera¬ 


tions inside the Soviet Union? 

Hekmatyar: We were not planning for 
it. We do not desire to spread the war to the 
Soviet Union. But there were some actions. 

SOF: Where is most of the fighting now? 

Hekmatyar:Mostly in the northern prov¬ 
inces bordering Russia. 

SOF: Not on the border with Pakistan? 

Hekmatyar: They are trying to bring the 
war there and close off the border, but they 
are not able. 

SOF: What about fighting in western 
Afghanistan? 

Hekmatyar: In Farah [Province] there 
was a big operation at Shindand airbase. 
Twenty-one jets were destroyed by our 
forces during a rocket attack. 

SOF: There were reports in Jane's De¬ 
fence Weekly that the jets at Shindand were 
destroyed from inside the base by Afghan 
air force officers. 

Hekmatyar: Yes, it was from the inside, 
but in coordination with our forces around 
the base. The people inside put charges on 
the airplanes while the mujahideen attacked 
with rockets from a distance to make the 
enemy think it was not done from the inside. 
Still, the Russians were able to realize how 
it happened. They captured five officers, 
one doctor, three pilots and one co-pilot. 
They killed them after they were tortured, 

SOF: Is there fighting between the Kar¬ 
mal troops and Iran on the border near Zabol 
and Zaranj? 
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Hekmatyar: Yes, it is true. The Karmal 
troops and even the Russians have crossed 
the border with Iran and attacked their gen¬ 
darmes. This is because Iran helps the mu¬ 
jahideen and because there are 1,500,000 
Afghan refugees living in Iran. So far these 
attacks have not been serious, and Iran pre¬ 
tends they don’t happen. The Russians and 
their Karmal puppets are too busy in other 
places to make much trouble for Iran. 

SOF: Can you tell us anything specific 
about the Soviet use of chemical weapons in 
Afghanistan? 

Hekmatyar: The Russians continue to 
use chemical weapons, especially in Low- 
gar Province. In fact, our delegation has just 
given the United Nations Secretary General 
a detailed report on the Russians’ chemical 
war against our people. Besides the usual 
chemical attacks with helicopters and air¬ 
planes, the Russians are poisoning the water 
of Afghan refugees in the camps. In the 
Manserah camp in the Pakistan North West 
Frontier Province, 1,000 people were 
affected. They drank water poisoned by 
Russian agents. 

SOF: You mean the water was poisoned 
by Soviet KGB agents or military person¬ 
nel? 

Hekmatyar: No, by Afghan traitors 
working for money. Some of these agents 
were captured and have confessed their 
crimes. Our people have no defense against 
such attacks. The only defense is to kill 


more Russians. There have been, d-hahmd- 
uNJJah [praise be to Allah], several chemi¬ 
cal accidents in which Russian and Karmal 
troops have been killed. 

SOF: There are rumors from Western 
Afghanistan of cooperation between the 
mujahideen and some of the Khalqi Com¬ 
munists against Karmal’s Parchami Com¬ 
munists. 

Hekmatyar: There has been fighting be¬ 
tween them, the Khalqis andParchamis, but 
there is no cooperation with the mujahi¬ 
deen. The Khalqis try to sabotage the Par- 
chamis from the inside, but all of their activ¬ 
ities are underground. They do not take 
arms against the Karmal regime and fight 
openly because they only want to replace 
the Parchamis in power. They are still com¬ 
munists. 

SOF: When do you expect another Rus¬ 
sian offensive? 

Hekmatyar: The Russians usually attack 
late in the spring and into the summer. 

SOF: Are chemical weapons mainly de¬ 
livered by helicopters, airplanes and artil¬ 
lery? 

Hekmatyar: Yes. Did you know that 
they are also using dum-dum bullets, cluster 
bombs, napalm, fuel-air explosives and 
booby traps? Some booby traps are dis¬ 
guised as pens and matches. Little children 
pick them up and lose their hands and legs. 
What kind of people are these that make war 
on small children? 


In the high mountains, where our fighters 
are, there were many trees. Now they are all 
burned. They burned down some trees only 
three hundred meters from my position. 
From the air, they burned them. 

SOF: Do you have any protection against 
Soviet chemical attacks? 

Hekmatyar: We have captured some 
Russian gas masks and chemical suits, but 
very few. The only real protection is not to 
let the Russians find us. ^ 

30 October 1985 
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three broad categories of the 
M1918A1 Thompson: 1) Early speci¬ 
mens with both finned barrels and Ly¬ 
man rear sights; 2) midrange guns with 
finned barrels and the fixed L-shaped 
rear sights; and 3) M1928Als with 
smooth barrels and fixed L-shaped 
rear sights. Eventually the actuator 
knob was left uncheckered and the 
selector and safety levers replaced with 
simplified rod-type levers. It wasn’t 
enough. By 1942 the Model 1928A1 
was replaced by the drastically rede-. 
signed Ml and shortly thereafter by the 
MlAl. 

By the time Savage put the 


UNDERWATER SURVIVAL - U.S.TECH 
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Gerber 

BMP. As featured in 
SOF. Bowie style blade, 
serrated edge, comp^, 
diamond sharpening 
stone. Lifetime wairanty. 
Includes sheath. 

Retail $160.00 
Sale $129.95 


Gerber 

Guardian. Famous for It’s 
quality and performance! 
Model 5800 in black. 



Model 5616 in cammo, 

$46.95 


Tekna 

Single piece stainless 
construction. Black matt 
finish. Specify sheath 
with straps or belt/boot 
dip. Retail $54.95 
With straps $44.95 
With bett/boot dip $39.95 


Chronoeport 
The name in divers 
watches. All black, dual 
time, Quartz an^og com¬ 
bined with LCD digital 
displays. 

With nylon strap • Retail 
$385.00 Sale $308.00 
With bracelet * Retail 
$460.00 Sale $368.00 


Nikon quality binoculars 



8X30 

Green rubber 
coaled 
#777 

Relail $455.00 

Sale $405.00 



Camera 

35 mm Hanimex camera will 
survive mud, sand, and water 
over 100 feet deepl Motor 
advance, built in fla^. 

Retail $^.00 
Sale $189.95 



Emergency Air Supply 

Spare air when you need it! Complete system 
in one compact unit. Two cubic feet of air. 
Retail $175.00 
Sale $139.95 



7X35 
Reid glasses 
#7790 

Retail $164.00 
Sale $129.95 




I 


U.S.TECH SCUBA 

All american made 
equipmenti Shadow all 
black BCD with power, 
pack. Co2 and more, 
ARIS series Explorer 
regulator with ARIS 
octopus, Datacom 
double console (PSI/ 
Depth), and Aluminum 
80 K cylinder. Retail 
over $1000.00 
Sale $575.00 



7X50 
Black rubber 
coated 
#7785 

Retail $570.00 
Sale $492.00 


Cemmo 

gMrbeg 

Military spec hardware, 
side pocket, shoulder 
strap, extra thick Cor- 
dura Nylon, Oerlin zip¬ 
pers. Extra Large. 

Retail $115.00 
Sale $74.95 


Twin Tank Air 

Twin 2 CUFT tanks - four cubic 
feet of aii. Complete system in a 
compact unit! 

Retan $245.00 
Sale $179.95 


SNORKEUNG 

PACKAGE 

Black graphite open 
heel fins, silicone mask 
with tempered glass, 
large bore silicone 
snorkel. Rugged, high 
quality equipmenti Re¬ 
tail $140.00 

Sale $84.95 


Mlni>CLita 

Fully waterproof light 
with bright Halogen bulb. 
Belt clip attached. Black. 
Uses four c batteries (Not 
included). $^.95 


Tekna UgM 

T-1970 rechargable di¬ 
vers light, black. Indudes 
charger and landyard. 

$74.95 


f 


Mfghty Light. Slightly 
larger than a penB^it, yet 
powerful! Clip and built in 
magnet in butt $8.95 


Seiko 

Professional divers 
watch. SPW005. Quartz 
analog/digital displays, 
tested to 500 feet, rotat¬ 
ing bezel, screw down 
crown, timer, and more. 
Retail $275.00 
Sale $225.00 


4 


Order from U.S.TECH, by mail or phone. Call (312)763-1669 (SOF1 NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 
60631 . We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PADIcard charge cards by phone. We also accept Money order, Cashiers 
check, or Certified check by mail. Include $3.00 shipping for orders under $100.00, $6.00 for orders over $100.00. Caution: You should be trained in 
the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. 
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SOF WORLD 
TOURJACKET 


For the past ten years you’ve traveled with us all over the 
globe featuring: 


Afghanistan 
Angola 
Burma 
Cambodia 
Costa Rica 


Cuba 

El Salvador 
Grenada 
Guatemala 
Honduras 


Israel 

Korea 

Laos 

Lebanon 

Nicaragua 


Pakistan 
S. Africa 
Thailand 
Vietnam 
Zimbabwe 


Black Nylon Satin Jacket with Flannel Lining. 


$49.95 plus $1.75 postage and handling 
Send Check or Money Order to: 

SOF Exchange, Dept. TR 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
For VISA and Master Card Orders: 

(303) 449-3750 



URGENT BULLETIN: 


WHEN SECONDS COUNT 
THE NIGHT WATCHMAN 
CAN SAVE YOUR UFE! 


INTRODUCING 

THE NIGHT WATCHMAN ! 

The original t>ed holster 
designed by police oUicers lor 
police ohicers and now it's 
available to you! 

THE NIGHT WATCHMAN 
CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

The revolutionary Night 
Watchman'' could 0ve you the 
critical edge when seconds 
count to save you and your 
family’s lile! Don’t leave your 
wile alone at home without a 
Night Watchman 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED TO 
PARACHUTE STANDARDS! 

The Night Watchman" is 
specially designed to para¬ 
chute quality standards by 
Adventure Specialists, the com¬ 
pany who invented the stcrte-ol- 
the art TOPS (Tactical Opera¬ 
tions Parachute System) 

NO RISK GUARANTEE! 

No hidden gimmicks! No 
tricks! Try the new Night Watch¬ 
man ■■ lor a lull 30 days U still 
unconvinced that the Night 
Watchman “ gives you greater 
peace of mind, simply return it 
lor a full relund No questions 
asked! 

UFETIME WARRAMTYl 

The Night Watchman is 
unconditionally guaranteed 
against delects in materials 
and workmanship lor the lile 
ol the product. Period! 



COMPARE THESE FEATURES! 


* Youi gun is by youi side and Instantly 
available for protection emergencies 

* Constructed ol mil-spec porachuie 
quality 1000 denier DuPont Corduia " 
and Para Pack ” 

* Ultia-Uuck foam padding protects gun 

* All VELCRO closures - no zippers to 
break or scratch youi gun 

* Pits all handguns vntn txanels up to 6 in. 

* Works on either side of the bed 

A Works wim stanoaid mattress or 

wateibed. 

* Can also be used as a storage holster 
Looks like an executive portfolio 
when folded 

* Large compartment for youi valu¬ 
ables Keep your wallet, cash leweliy 
important papers and other valu¬ 
ables sate from cot burglars 


★ EXTRA BONUS! ★ 



FREE 
BODY 
SAFE 


w purchase of 2 
Night Watchman" 

A $9.95 VALUE FREE! 
Now, hide your valuables In poc¬ 
kets, swimwear, and undergar¬ 
ments without being detected 
by a thief. It even floocts! 


ACT NOW! AT THIS UNBELIEVABLE LOW PRICE, THEYli. GO FASTI □ YES, I want to save 25% by order¬ 
ing __(guantity) Night Watchmanat the special low price of $29.95, plus $3.50 each for ship¬ 
ping and handling If I am not 100% satisfied with my Night Watchman'“. I may return it within 30 
days for FULL REFUND! NO QUESTIONS ASKED! Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery 

(FL residents add 5% 
soles tax) 

Total amount enclosed: 


First Name 
Address- 


Phone # 


SEND COUPON TO OR CALL: 

ADVENTURE SPECIALISTS 





Payment toy M/C_ 


A/E 


D/C 


- Exp. Date - 


Si gnfTh iro _ 


When Your Life Depends On It! 

1821 NE 146 St., Dept. A. Miami, FL 33101/1011 FREE; 1 (800) 367-1017, EXT. SOS/FL Residents: (305) 348-B020 


M1928A1 in production there was an 
enormous Allied demand for sub¬ 
machine guns. By the end of 1940 the 
British had ordered 107,500 Thomp¬ 
sons at a total contract price of 
$21,502,758 — a little more than 
$200 each. Many thousand more were 
eventually purchased by Great Britain 
after the fall of Dunkirk. British 
Thompsons are the single most in¬ 
teresting and desirable of the 
M1928A1 series. 

Not content with the weapon as de¬ 
livered, the British arsenal at Enfield 
Lock incorporated several modifica¬ 
tions. The vertical forearm, with its 
characteristic finger grooves, was pre¬ 
ferred and to this was added a sling 
swivel of British design on the right 
side. This forearm commonly split at 
the rear and many British Thompsons 
exhibit arsenal repairs in the form of 
two mortised inserts at this location. 
The barrels are always marked with 
British nitro proofs in tons. British 
proofs usually appear on the receiver 
as well. On most British Thompsons 
the rear sling swivel was moved to the 
top of the buttstock and the bottom 
hole filled with a wood plug. 

About 15 percent of all M1928A1 
Thompsons were marked ‘TOMMY 
GUN” on top of the receiver in back of 
the actuator slot and below the 
Thompson bullet logo. Added to 
establish this name as a trademark, a 
contraction of Thompson, it does not 
refer to the British soldier (also “Tom¬ 
my”) since it appeared on some U.S.- 
issued M1928A1S. British Thompsons 
that possess all of the above features 
and are in excellent condition with 
matching upper and lower receivers 
will fetch a minimum of $2,500 today. 

For all its complex construction, dis¬ 
assembly of the M1928A1 Thompson 
is relatively straightforward. Remove 
the magazine and close the bolt, under 
control. Set the selector to full auto and 
the safety lever to fire. Depress the 
stock latch and remove the buttstock. 
Turn the gun upside-down and de¬ 
press the frame latch button at the bot¬ 
tom rear of the upper receiver. Pull the 
lower receiver slightly to the rear until it 
clears the latch. Hold back on the trig¬ 
ger and slide the lower receiver off the 
upper receiver. Push the recoil spring 
guide forward out of its position in the 
hole in the upper receiver and with¬ 
draw the recoil spring, guide rod and 
buffer disc. Slide the bolt to the rear 
and lift out. Slide the actuator and Blish 
lock to the front position and withdraw 
the bronze lock through the receiver’s 
locking recesses. Slide the actuator 
back to the rear until the cocking knob 
is aligned with the round release hole 
at the end of the actuator slot. Reas¬ 
semble in the reverse order. 

When inserting the Blish lock make 
certain the word “up” is in view and 
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RIGHT 


CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-626-5166 



BLK., RED, O.D. BLK.. RED. O.D. 





ODONLY 


THE BALLISTIC KNIFE 



VOID WHERE PROHIBITED 
CHECK LOCAL LAWS 
VOID IN FLORIDA 


A LITTLE TO THE RIGHT 

P.0, BOX 603 

REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136 
TOLL FREE 1-800-626-5166 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 301-833-1540 
$1.00 S & H per item MASTERCARD 

2.50 S & H outside U.S.A. VISA ACCEPTED 
Credit Card must have Acct #. Exp. 

Date, & Telephone # 

U.S. CURRENCY ONLY 
MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5% TAX 
Complete Catalog $2.00 


the arrow points toward the barrel. 
Compress the recoil spring over the 
guide rod and insert a small punch or 
pin in the hole on the guide rod. Re¬ 
move the punch after the spring 
assembly has been placed into the 
proper position in the receiver. I have 
seen many Thompson recoil springs 
ruined by ignoring this procedure. 

It’s not necessary to detach the butt 
end of the Thompson’s sling and place 
it under your left foot, as some have 
maintained, to score hits when firing 
three- to four-shot bursts. With an ex¬ 
cess of 10 pounds to absorb recoil 
energy, I would hope not When fired 
in short bursts, the Thompson is con¬ 
trollable and hit probability is high. 
Accuracy potential is compromised by 
the confusing imposition of the 
actuator knob’s notch in front of the 
rear sight, but the average snuffy is far 
more dangerous with a Tommy gun in 
his sweaty hands than with a Colt 
M1911A1. Stoppages are rare and in¬ 
variably a consequence of bent feed 
lips on a box magazine or faulty 
ammunition. Thirty-round box maga¬ 
zines developed for the Ml/MlAl 
series can be used in any of the earlier 
Thompsons. 

1 would never discard my M16 for this 
ponderous antique. But, an M1928A1 is 
a respectable addition to any WWII mili¬ 
tary small-arms collection. 


A-CAMP JUMP 

Continued from page 119 

dried clumps of dirt clinging to their snarled 
roots. We passed over the trench, like paral¬ 
lel brown mole burrows, and a water buffalo 
ran over a pig to get out from under the 
shadow of the wing. We couldn’t have been 
over forty feet off the ground. 

I thought, I better get rid of this, and 
threw the message streamer out the door as 
hard as I could. It immediately disappeared 
from sight. I wondered where it landed. The 
aircraft ascended. 

Fifteen minutes later we were circling 
Plei Ta Nangle, the great triangle of the 
camp laid out on a plateau. We circled once. 
Then the first bundle got jammed in the door 
and we took it around again. The aircraft 
flew about 150 feet over the DZ to give the 
cargo chutes time to open. We had plenty of 
time, plenty of fuel, and a small DZ, so they 
made one pass per bundle. Mr. McKee and 
his two riggers hooked up the static lines 
and manhandled the bundles into the door. 
As the aircraft made its approach the two 
kickers tipped the bundle out so it was just 
balanced on the edge of the door. They had 
to lean back hard to hold it in. Mr. McKee 
leaned around and stuck his head out the 
door to judge the exact moment they passed 
over the panel. Then he looked back and 
yelled, “GO!” and the door was suddenly 
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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89102 


empty, the static line dragging back and 
down, taut and hard. Then the two kickers 
dragged the static line back in and dumped it 
in the back. 

Figuring the time to get back to Cheo Reo 
I decided to chute up. I went aft and opened 
my kit bag, reached down and pulled out the 
rig. 

I ran the leg straps through the handle of 
my AWOL bag so I wouldn’t have to carry 
that. By the time the last bundle was out I 
was ready for some help with the reserve. 
Chief McKee cinched it up for me and made 
a thorough rigger check. The helmet was a 
little loose, but it was too late to worry about 
that now. I wrapped my glasses in my beret 
and shoved them down the front of my shirt. 
Mr. McKee went around behind to check 
the backpack and then he handed the static 
line over my left shoulder. 

The adrenalin was up and I was ready to 
go. I started waddling back to the door. 
When I got about six feet away I stopped 
and hooked up the static line, inserting the 
safety wire through the snap link. 

Then I moved into the door. Below were 
the trails and jungles we had run over for 
this too short a time. We passed over the 
village where Ksor Ay, our oldest platoon 
leader, who had fought for the French be¬ 
fore us, who had his front teeth filed out and 
his earlobes pierced and stretched into big 
loops in the old Jarai manner, would be 
assassinated when he went home on leave 
wearing a uniform. We passed over the spot 
where Nay Re, our psychotic company 
commander, was to be executed for mortar¬ 
ing a Vietnamese district headquarters dur¬ 
ing the revolt, but of course I didn’t know 
about that yet. Knowing Nay Re though, it 
was predictable that something like that 
would happen. It was also predictable that a 
convoy of government troops would be 
ambushed on the same road where I used to 
drive a jeep alone and unmolested, because 
they didn’t understand the principle of not 
setting a pattern. Six Americans were killed 
on that ambush, and it wouldn’t have hap¬ 
pened if even one member of our team had 
been there. 

I had to come back, not just this time to 
get my stuff, but to finish the job. 

We had led the Montagnards way out on a 
limb and couldn’t quit until they were down 
safe. We never did do that, but we stuck 
with them another nine years, and without 
that their culture wouldn’t have survived 
either Vietnamese regime. 

I’d keep coming back as long as it was 
there to come back to. 

Maybe that’s why I was making this 
jump. I could just as easily have waited for 
the team in Nha Trang, but if I hadn’t gone 
back then I’d never have gone back at all. I 
wasn’t going back to say goodbye to the 
Jarai. I was going back to say hello to my¬ 
self. 

I moved close to the door and felt the 
wind blast. Down below was the canopy of 
trees to the left of Highway 14, and back on 
the other side of the highway the mountains 
of Chu Die Ya. And below the tree canopy, 



a Quality 
Stackpole Gun Book 



VIETNAM WAR 
FACTS QUIZ 

by Erhard Konerding 
Paperback $6.95, 96 pages 


With 300 questions & answers and over 40 photos, this 
unique quiz book will interest veterans, scholars, and anyone 
who remembers American bravery, perseverance, and sacri¬ 
fice in that far away land. 



CONSUMER'S GUIDE 
TO HANDGUNS 

by Aaron S. Zelman 

and Lt. Michael L Neuens 

Paperback $16,95, 208 pages 


“The consumers report for the firearms world. No one should 
buy a gun without checking this guide.”-Larry Pratt, Gun 
Owners of America 


BERETTA AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 

The Collector’s and Shooter’s 
Comprehensive Guide 

by J.B. Wood 

Hardcover $19.95, 192 pages 
"Masterful treatment of an e 5 pecially timely topic by one of 
the world's premier gun writers. The appeal is universal, as 
Wood covers both history and technology in a precise and 
interesting manner”-SoW/er of Fortune 

POLICE HANDGUN MANUAL 

How to Get Street Smart Survival Habits 

by Bill Clede 

Hardcover $11.95, 128 pages 
“A very worthwhile book, with lots of information in few 
pages. Good reading for any officer, or civilian, who feels the 
need to improve his understanding of shooting for real and 
surviving the experience.”-Po//ce Marksman 


Order 1 book at full price, the 2nd at a 10% discount, a 
3rd at a 20% discount and 4th book at a 30% discount. 
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5pc for each additional book for shipping. PA residents 
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The public's window on international 
defense technology and state-of-the-art 
weapons and systems is 
COMBAT WEAPONS. 


You don’t want to miss: 


HARDWARE TEST & EVALUATION 

• Spectre SMG 

• South Africa’s G6 

• FAMAS Assault Rifle 

CONTROVERSY 

• Sgt. York/DIVAD 

• Bradley Fighting Vehicle 

• AM-General Hummer 

• F-20 Tigershark 


SPECIAL REPORTS 

• Man Against Tank 

• AirLand Battle 

• The Big Guns! 

INTEL-INTERNATIONAL 

• Soviet Chem War 

• Iraq Offensive 

• Thailand’s New AR 

• Advanced Combat Rifle Program 
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COMBAT WEAPONS INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

6 ISSUES FOR $14.99 

NAME:_ 

ADDRESS:_ 

CITY:_STATE:_ZIP:_ 

AVCWF6 


This and much more can be 
yours — delivered right to your 
mailbox — with this Special 
Introductory Offer. For only 
$14.99 we’ll send you 6 issues 
of COMBAT WEAPONS. It’s 
easy, just fill out the coupon 
and your first copy will be on 
its way to you. So, don’t delay 
— send the coupon in today! 
Hurry! 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
COMBAT WEAPONS ON 
SALE OCTOBER 7, 1986 


□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

(MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER) 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

# _ 

Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 


MAIL TO: 

SOF’s Combat Weapons 

P.O. Box 401 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

(Offer good in U.S. only.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for 
your first copy to be mailed. Offer expires 12/31/86. 
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ZYTELSTOCKS / 

126^4 - Pistol Grip Stotk^ black Zytel (as shown above).$44.95 

1265 - Conventional Style Stock, black fiberglass (inciud^s handguard) ,45.00 

1255 - Folding Stock, black Zytel w/blue metal.67.95 

123SSF - Zytel FuJder for select fire AC‘556 .74.95 

1236 - Ventilated Handguard, black...8.00 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS 

1240 ' M-16 style cage w/winged sight, blue steel.$30.00 

1241- M-16 style cage w/ winged sight, stainless steel.33.00 

1246 ■ M-14 style w/winged sight, blue steel .30.00 

1247 - M-14 style w/winged sight, stainless steel (as shown) .33.00 

124B - M-16 style sNpon flash suppressor, blue steel .1 9.95 

1249 - M-16 Style slipon flash suppressor, stainless steel.22.95 

TOP IT OFF 

2Minj • Armson O.E.G. reflex day or night sighting system w/mount . 1 59.95 

1252 - WASP Systems scope mount w/weaver base (as shown) .49.95 

2105 - Wooley Boge^ alt steel folding Bipod (as shown) . ’.48.00 
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Selling for $50.00 
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SILENT 


NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE 
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fully assembled.! 
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you have to put I 
1 \ together.^ ^ 


POWERFUL 
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200 ft. Can pierce 1 / 2 " wood. NOT A TOY, dart Is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber Is .40. 
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on the small trails, were little skinny guys in 
black shortie pajamas and tire sandals, with 
wicker helmets and captured American 
weapons, or the new family of Chinese 
weapons which were just beginning to 
appear. 

If I had yelled the wind would have tom it 
away, but I yelled inside my mind, howling 
fury at the whole frustrating mess of it, and 
even at this distance of time I can’t tell 
which side my mind was yelling at. “Don’t 
get too fat, you bastards. Don’t get too 
comfortable. I’m coming back. I’m coming 
back to get you,” 

I suddenly became conscious of Mr. 
McKee there beside me, a worried frown on 
his face. He was keeping his balance by 
hanging onto the cable. We passed over 
some more green mountains, the camp, and 
the town of Cheo Reo, on the left. We came 
up on the Cheo Reo airstrip, more than 
three-quarters completed now, but still with 
a great clutter of ill-maintained construction 
equipment at the unfinished end. I grinned 
and the AWOL bag flapped against my legs 
as the pilot turned to make his downwind 
leg. 

When we got past the construction equip- 
iiient at the other end, he turned again and 
started his approach run. 

I leaned way out the door and the wind 
blast caught me full in the face. I squinted 
and my eyes watered, but I could m^e out 
the red cross on top of the ambulance. We 
were about 450 yards from the desired exit 
point. 

“Sir,” said Chief McKee, beside me, “I 
don’t see any smoke on that DZ.” 

“I didn’t ask for smoke. Chief,” I yelled. 
“They’d only put out red smoke for no 
drop.” 

“You can’t hardly judge the wind with¬ 
out smoke, sir. I don’t think you better 
jump.” All this time we were steadily eat¬ 
ing up DZ. I leaned way back in the door, 
with my fingers hooked around the outside. 

“You got a point there, Chief,” I said, 
jumping up and out. The blast whirled me 
away as I shouted, “One-thousand, two- 
thousand, three-thousand, four-thousand.” I 
was away and free, leering at my toes, grab¬ 
bing the sides of the reserve during the four 
little tugging pops at your back that you can 
barely feel. Then I grabbed the risers and 
looked upward at the great shining pale green 
globe of the parachute canopy above. ^ 


STRIKE ONE, STRIKE 
TWO 

Continued from page 81 

from prying eyes. Cruising at 20,000 feet 
the pilots settled down for the long haul 
around the Iberian Peninsula, skirting 
French and Spanish airspace, and into 
the Mediterranean. Five and a half hours 
later they would release their payloads. 

Just before the arrival of the F-111s, 
the Sixth Fleet launched its aircraft. 
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Send $25. for our 1986 Security 
Products Catalog, an encyclo¬ 
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Eight A-6s and six F/A-18s screamed off 
the deck of the Coral Sea and six A-6s 
and six A-7s climbed skyward from the 
America, A-6s would bomb Benghazi 
under the protective net of A-7s and F/A- 
18s armed with radar-seeking missiles, 
as well as F-14s and E-2C command- 
and-control planes. 

So far so good — the Libyans were 
completely surprised. A few moments 
before the F-111 s eased into their bomb 
runs, Navy A-7s and F/A-18s went after 
the Libyan anti-aircraft installations 
around Benghazi. Shrike missiles and 
HARMS quickly put them out of commis¬ 
sion, Even the airfield's MiGs failed to 
get airborne — at least four were de¬ 
stroyed on the ground. 

The F-111s over Tripoli found them¬ 
selves facing much the same situation. 
Although the Libyans knew the planes 
were out there by this time, they had no 
clue as to where they would strike. The 
American planes veered south Into Liby¬ 
an territory and punched at Khadaffi’s 
barracks, the airfield and the naval base 
from behind. Libyan radar did finally get 
a fix on the F-111s, but the Air Force 
pilots sent signals to the Navy F-14s 
circling nearby. They swooped in for the 
kill, disabling the SAMs and the radar. 

Anti-aircraft fire from Soviet-made 
ZSU-23-4S positioned around the Azl- 
zlya barracks took up where the SAMs 
left off. In fact, it was one of these old- 
fashioned AA guns that shot Captain 
Fernando Ribas-Dominiccl’s F-111 out 
of the sky. The doomed plane made a 
run for the sea, but exploded In a fireball 
some seven miles off the coast. 

Despite Libyan claims that the United 
States deliberately rained bombs on in¬ 
nocent civilians, that does not appear to 
have been the case. Considerable cau¬ 
tion was taken to assure that all targets 
were away from civilians in the hope that 
no unnecessary deaths would occur. 
Unfortunately, that was not the case. 
Khadaffi, knowing a propaganda open¬ 
ing when he saw one, quickly showed 
the press damage done to civilian dwell¬ 
ings and paraded cameras around 
some civilians, mostly women and chil¬ 
dren, who had been wounded in the 
attack. Apparently, Khadaffi has taken 
to adopting children on a moment’s 
notice — no one had heard of his 
adopted daughter until after her death in 
the bombing raid. 

But the rules of engagement were 
strict. Each F-111 was required to lock 
two aiming systems on target before 
dropping the payload. Although a skilled 
weapons operator could achieve ade¬ 
quate hit probability with only one target¬ 
ing device, the Pentagon decided on the 
“double lock” rule just to be on the safe 
side. That the U.S. pilots adhered to this 
rule is painfully apparent: Two A-6s and 
five F-111 s had to abort their missions 
and two of the six planes that attacked 
the Aziziya barracks failed to achieve 
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double lock. Perhaps Khadaffi owes his 
life to the American pilots’ scrupulous 
adherence to the rules of engagement. 

Whatever the case may be, the raid is 
over and civilized people around the 
world hope there will be no need for a 
replay in the future. The Reagan admin¬ 
istration certainly doesn’t want to risk the 
lives of more American servicemen, but 
might have no choice if Libya continues 
on its present course. 

Will Reagan continue to spar with 
Khadaffi if he persists in his support of 
world terrorism? The United States has 
historically been shortsighted when it 
comes to foreign policy. Quick-fix solu¬ 
tions seldom get results and the bomb¬ 
ing of Libya is no exception. Of course 
Khadaffi will retaliate, but how long can 
he keep it up in the face of an American 
public firm In its resolve to put him put of 
the terrorist business? Let’s hope the 
United States doesn’t give in first. We 
have too much to lose. y( 


LIBYA CHRONOLOGY 

Continued from page 95 
suspects arrested. 

APRIL 1984. A bomb in unclaimed 
luggage from a Libyan airliner explodes 
in London’s Heathrow Airport, injuring 
25 people. A British policewoman and 
anti-Khadaffi demonstrators are killed 
during the seige of the Libyan People’s 
Bureau in London. British citizens are 
arrested in Libya in order to put pressure 
on the British government during the 
seige. 

MAY 1984. “The Libyan masses have 
decided to form suicide commandos to 
chase traitors and stray dogs wherever 
they are and liquidate them physically.” — 
JANA, the official Libyan news agency. 

JULY 1984. Libya mines the Red 
Sea, damaging 18 vessels of varying 
nationalities. Attacks against exiles in 
Greece. A bomb explodes in the Brus¬ 
sels, Belgium, office of Air Zaire, and 
another in front of the Zairean Embassy. 

AUGUST 1984. Khadaffi and Moroc¬ 
can King Hasan sign Arab-African Un¬ 
ion, aligning themselves — for different 
reasons — against Algeria and Tunisia. 

SEPTEMBER 1984. Chadians un¬ 
cover Libyan plot to assassinate Presi¬ 
dent Habre. Evidence, including photo¬ 
graphs, is provided to the United Na¬ 
tions. 

NOVEMBER 1984. Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak announces Libyan plot to 
kill former Libyan Prime Minister Abdul 
Bakoush in Egypt. Photos of the faked 
assassination are sent to the Libyan 
Embassy in Malta; Libyan press 
announces the assassination and says 
a suicide squad had been sent to “liqui¬ 
date enemies of the revolution.” Head of 
the four-man hit team, Briton Anthony 
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RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, LAS VEGAS. 
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Brooks, 4901 Indian Trail. Wilmington, NC 
28403. 
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(In California) 800-825-8866, (outside Cali¬ 
fornia) 800-637-2929, 
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1986 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE CONVENTION 
& COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 


Soldier of Fortune will hold its seventh 
annual convention and Combat Weapons 
Military Expo 17-21 September at the 
Sahara Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas. 


For conventioneer registration information 
call Bill Brooks, 919-392-2961. For Combat 
Weapons Expo '86 exhibitor information 
call Ralph Bicknell, 303-449-3750. 


Gill, says his group was also going to 
attempt the theft of a U.S.-supplied F-16 
fighter. 

FEBRUARY — APRIL 1985. Assas¬ 
sinations attempted or carried out 
against anti-Khadaffi exiles in Austria, 
Italy, Cyprus and West Germany. 
Sudan’s President Nimeiry overthrown 
with Libyan backing. 

MARCH 1985. “We want every one of 
us to say: I have decided to die just to 
spite America.” — Muammar Khadaffi, 
praising attacks on American installa¬ 
tions. 

MAY 1985. Libyan UN diplomat de¬ 
clared persona non grata; 16 Libyans 
subpoenaed to appear before a U.S. 
grand jury in connection with a plot to kill 
exiles In the United States. Egyptians 
uncover a plot by Libyan-backed 
Palestinian terrorists to destroy the U.S. 
Embassy in Cairo with a truck borrib. 

JUNE 1985. “We’re not going to toler¬ 
ate these attacks from outlaw states run 
by the strangest collection of misfits, 
looney tunes and squalid criminals since 
the advent of the Third Reich.” — 
Ronald Reagan, in response to the hi¬ 
jacking of TWA flight 847. 

SEPTEMBER 1985. Libyan diplomat 
smuggles 100 letter bombs into Tunisia 
which are destined for journalists. 
Several explode, and Tunisia severs 
diplomatic relations with Libya. 

OCTOBER 1985. Four PLO hijackers 
seize the Italian cruise ship Achille 
Lauro and kill one American passeriger. 
U.S. charges Libyan support for the op¬ 
eration. 

DECEMBER 1985. Passports used 
by Abu Nidal terrorists in the attack on 
Israeli El Al counters In Vienna and 
Rome are traced to Libya which had 
confiscated them from Tunisian guest 
workers. Western intelligence sources 
state that Abu Nidal was paid between 
$5-6 million by Libya for the Vienna and 
Rome massacres in which 19 were 
killed and 112 injured. 

JANUARY 1986. “[Khadaffi’s one of 
those] fellas who thinks it’s all right to 
shoot 11-year-old girls.” — Ronald 
Reagan, in response to the shooting 
death of Natasha Simpson at the Rome 
airport. 

MARCH 1986. United States Opera¬ 
tion Prairie Fire. U.S. Sixth Fleet crosses 
Khadaffi’s “Line of Death” into the Gulf 
of Sidra and stays there for 75 hours. 
Libya fires SA-5 missiles at U.S. aircraft. 
Navy jets knock out one of the radar 
sites near Surt with HARMS (high-speed 
anti-radiation missiles). Libyan patrol 
boats approach the fleet; one sunk by 
Harpoon anti-ship cruise missiles, one 
by Harpoons and Rockeye cluster 
bombs. Op Prairie Fire was preceded by 
32 days of “crossing the line” by Navy 
aircraft—just to keep Khadaffi’s air de¬ 
fense systems on full alert. 

APRIL 1986. Libyan bombing of La 
Belle disco in West Germany kills a U.S. 
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Army sergeant and Turkish woman; 230 
injured including 79 Americans. U.S. In¬ 
telligence sources claim the bombing 
was a prelude to massive worldwide ter¬ 
rorist attacks. 

APRIL 1986. Operation El Dorado 
Canyon, the U.S. 11-minute strike 
against Libya. Carrier-based A-7s and 
F/A-18S hit radar sites with HARM and 
Shrike missiles, F-111s launched from 
Britain hit Tripoli-area targets in two 
waves. Carrier-based A-6s hit targets in 
and around Benghazi. 

Khadaffi’s followers and allies retali¬ 
ate: Three hostages — two Britons and 
one American — are killed in Lebanon 
and dumped on a road in the Shouf 
Mountains; communications officer Wil¬ 
liam Cokals of the U.S. Embassy in 
Khartoum, Sudan, is shot in the head 
and ail nonessential personnel are 
evacuated; El Al security guards at 
Heathrow Airport In London discover a 
bomb set to explode while the aircraft 
was en route to Tel Aviv. 

Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks 
against U.S. and allied political, military, 
business and private targets will doubt¬ 
less continue. There’s also little doubt 
that if they do, measured U.S. retaliatory 
responses are just as likely against 
Muammar Khadaffi and his followers. 

But how far has the network de¬ 
veloped and spread? Would the remov¬ 
al of Khadaffi, either from U.S. strikes or 
internal coup, decrease the threat of ter¬ 
rorist action around the world? 

Probably not, at least in the foresee¬ 
able future. During his tenure as the 
most vocal leader of the terrorist move¬ 
ment, Khadaffi has supplied aid, sanctu¬ 
ary and ideological support to a number 
of terrorist organizations: the Irish Re¬ 
publican Army, the Basque ETA, Corsi¬ 
can separatists, Philippine Moro guerril¬ 
las, Colombian M-19 guerrillas, anti- 
Turkish Armenian terrorist groups, the 
PLO, Abu Nidal’s faction, radical Amer¬ 
ican Indian and black groups. East Ger¬ 
mans, Spanish Catalan separatists, 
Kanaks from New Caledonia — and a 
host of radical Middle Eastern, Central 
and South American terrorist organiza¬ 
tions. 

Khadaffi offered sanctuary to the 
three surviving members of the Black 
September guerrillas who killed 11 
Israeli athletes at the 1972 Olympic 
Games and, in 1984-85, according to 
the U.S. State Department, armed 
Libyan“pilgrims” tried to disrupt the 
annual ha] to Moslem holy places in 
Saudi Arabia. Washington intelligence 
sources have also claimed that Khadaffi 
has sent hit teams to kill Ronald Reagan 
and>other senior government officers in 
the United States; offices of American 
businesses overseas, the headquarters 
of the U.S. Sixth Fleet and its key per¬ 
sonnel, and CIA station chiefs In Europe 
have also been targeted. 


136 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 86 

























Metal points 
hold cartridges 
securely in loader until knob 
IS turned to release them' 


SpOrtS'«®'’^t DeacV> 

’ Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 

No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 


CORDURA CASE 

(NYLON-DOUBLE) 

'SQ95 -BLACK- 

-CAMOUFLAGE- 


Newest 
Model 
For H&R 
.22 LR. 
9-Shot I 





Model 22-HR 


HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver^ ■ ■ ■ ^ 

• SMITH & WESSON ^ 

.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., 
Security Six, Spe^ Six, Red Hawk 

• DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 

.22, .38, .357, .44 Special. .22 LR. 
j H&R .22 LR., 9-Shot ^ 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence? Ky. 41042 


Will the terrorist network continue to 
function even if Khadaffi departs the 
scene? He's already laid the ground¬ 
work for its continued success. His 
hatred of the West and its support for 
Israel has found favor with many who 
see international terrorism as a just — 
and the only — means to an end. ^ 


BAD NEIGHBOR 
POLICY 

Continued from page 101 

has his way, the region will again fall 
under Arab domination. 

Zaire 

Yet another Libyan-inspired murder 
plot was hatched, this time against 
Mobutu Sese Seko, president of Zaire, 
In September 1985. Khadaffi’s hostility 
toward Zaire is motivated by its close 
ties to the West, Its recognition of Israel 
and its support of Chadian President 
Hissene Habre. It also happens that 
Zaire, a leading producer of cobalt, ura¬ 
nium and other strategic materials, is a 
major target of Soviet subversion. 

Libya provides money, small arms 
and training in sabotage and guerrilla 
warfare to several anti-Mobutu groups, 
including the National Front for the Lib¬ 
eration of the Congo and the Congolese 
National Movement. Libya’s ties to 
these groups are maintained through 
Libyan diplomatic facilities in countries 
bordering Zaire, but those ties are also 
worldwide. 

In 1983, I saw a number of Libyan- 
supported front groups, including the 
National Front for the Liberation of the 
Congo, hobnobbing with well-organized 
and well-heeled Libyan “students” at 
Howard University in Washington, D.C., 
during “African Liberation Day.” The 
festivities were sponsored by the All- 
African People’s Revolutionary Party 
(AAPRP), an American black organiza¬ 
tion with close ties to Libya. The 
AAPRP’s head, Kwame Ture, has never 
made a secret of his own dedication to 
Marxism-Leninism. Ture is better- 
known to most Americans as 1960s 
black activist Stokely Carmichael. 

Uganda 

Khadaffi had particularly close per¬ 
sonal ties with Uganda’s former ruler, 
Al-Hadji Field Marshal Doctor Idi Amin 
Dada, Life President of the Republic of 
Uganda and Conqueror of the British 
Empire. Fortunately, Libya’s use of their 
own and hired PLO troops to keep Amin 
in power failed as badly as Amin’s efforts 
to run Uganda’s economy. In 1979 the 
2,000-man Libyan Legion, sent to Ugan¬ 
da to help prop up Amin, was routed by 
the invading Tanzanian army on their 
way toward unseating Libya’s one firm 
ally In black Africa. 
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West Africa 

Three years before the successful 
April 1985 pro-Khadaffi coup in Sudan, 
the Libyan dictator had already over¬ 
thrown the pro-Western government of 
Upper Volta In 1982. No one particularly 
noticed or cared, either then or since, 
that a nation of nearly seven million peo¬ 
ple had been taken over by a coup spon¬ 
sored and engineered by Libya. Even 
the French, defenders of Tunisia and 
Chad, did not threaten war over this epi¬ 
sode. Of course, it matters little to the 
world at large who rules in the capital of 
Ouagadougou, and Upper Volta has, so 
far, done nothing more radical than 
changing its name to Burkina Faso. 

Another portion of Khadaffi’s money, 
weapons and training goes to Tuareg 
tribesmen who are in revolt against the 
governments in Mali and Niger. Among 
the documents captured in 1982 by the 
Israelis in Lebanon was Libya’s organi¬ 
zational proposal for the creation of a 
“Revolutionary Movement for the Liber¬ 
ation of the El Tuark (Tuareg) People.” 

Southern Africa 

After Amin’s fall in April 1979, Libya’s 
leader shifted some of his attention to 
supporting Robert Mugabe’s takeover in 
Rhodesia and his subsequent efforts to 
turn the new Republic of Zimbabwe into 
a Marxist state. Most of it, however, went 
to supporting the struggle for the “libera¬ 
tion” of Azania. 

Azania is National Liberation talk for 
the “Republic of South Africa,” and it is 
sure to come into general media usage 
over the next ten years in much the 
same way “Namibia” replaced South 
West Africa. At present, Libya is helping 
hundreds of “Azanian Freedom Fight¬ 
ers” in the countries bordering South 
Africa, in PLO camps and in Libya itself. 
Khadaffi doesn’t hide this fact; he boasts 
about it. After all, the South African re¬ 
gime is openly racist and, as such, it is 
difficult for people to muster any sym¬ 
pathy for it. Khadaffi counts his opposi¬ 
tion to South Africa as a feather in his 
leader-of-liberation cap. 

But under the surface lies the actual 
nature of the African National Congress 
and other “Azanian Freedom Fighters.” 
They are not fighting for the principles 
Westerners consider democratic. They 
are trained terrorists, controlled by 
Marxist-Leninist totalitarlans who can be 
(and have been) far more repressive 
than the racist regime in Pretoria they 
want to replace. 

Many Azanian terrorists have been 
trained, not just in Libya and the Arab 
world, but in the Soviet Union, East Ger¬ 
many and Cuba. The convergence of 
interests and effort between Khadaffi 
and the Soviet camp that can be seen in 
South Africa is typical of Libyan support 
for various terrorist groups around the 
world. 

Libya’s blatant support of subversion 
in nearby countries is now getting the 


international scrutiny it so richly de¬ 
serves. The United States and Europe 
must take the lead in pulling Khadaffi’s 
fangs; most of Libya’s neighbors are too 
weak to do it on their own. The West has 
been reluctant to strike out at Khadaffi in 
the past, but Western courage may grow 
along with Western outrage as Libya 
continues to be Implicated in terrorist 
events around the world. 


MILLIONS FOR 
MURDER 

Continued from page 113 

during a botched rescue attempt by 
Egyptian army commandos. 

December — Abu NIdal launches 
simultaneous attacks on Israeli El Al 
ticket counters at the Rome and Vienna 
airports on 27 December. Three of the 
terrorists in the Vienna attack carried 
Tunisian passports that have been 
traced to Libya. Two of the passports 
were confiscated from Tunisians who 
were expelled from Libya last summer, 
while a third was "lost” in Libya by a 
Tunisian worker in 1977. 

Abu Nidal makes no effort to avoid 
injuring innocent bystanders. In fact, the 
group appears to go out of its way to find 
targets with a maximum potential for in¬ 
nocent civilian casualties. As Lenin said, 
“The purpose of terror is to terrorize,” 
and Abu Nidal seems to be an outstand¬ 
ing student of that school of thought. 

Interestingly, the Abu Nidal group 
almost never uses the name “Abu Ni¬ 
dal,” which was pinned on it by the press 
and foreign governments. It normally 
calls itself “Fatah — the Revolutionary 
Council” or, occasionally, “Black June.” 
When it wants to avoid direct responsi¬ 
bility for its acts, Abu Nidal also uses a 
number of aliases: Arab Revolutionary 
Brigades (against the Persian Gulf 
states), Black September (when attack¬ 
ing Jordanian and Palestinian targets), 
and Revolutionary Organization of 
Socialist Moslems (ROSM) when 
attacking British targets. Given the cur¬ 
rent tension between Libya and the Unit¬ 
ed States, it would be surprising if Abu 
Nidal does not carry out some specifical¬ 
ly anti-American attacks, perhaps under 
yet another name. 

Popular Arab Liberation Movement 
(PALM): Led by Naji Alush, this small 
group of under 100 active terrorists 
broke away from Abu Nidal in 1979 and 
lived to tell about it. PALM draws its 
support from dedicated activists in 
Lebanon, Syria, Libya and Europe. 

According to Israeli Foreign Ministry 
sources, there are PALM infrastructures 
in Spain, West Germany and Britain, 
although actual activity so far is low. 
Most of the funding appears to be Liby¬ 
an. 
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Palestinian Arab Revolutionary 
Committees of the Arab Liberation 
Movement (variously called PARC or 
ALM): Despite the fancy title, this re¬ 
cently organized group, headed by Ziad 
al-Khumsi, is largely a figment of Muam- 
mar Khadaffi’s imagination. PARC 
appears to be Khadaffi’s attempt to 
establish a completely Libyan- 
controlled group within the PLO that will 
be as subservient to Libya as Sa’iqa is to 
Syria. Virtually all of PARC’s facilities 
are In Libya, but real Palestinian mem¬ 
bers are few and far between. 

So far, PARC hasn’t undertaken a 
single known terrorist operation, but, 
given Khadaffi’s desire to hit American 
targets, that could easily change. 

Palestinian terrorists aren’t the only 
extremists with ready access to Libyan 
money and/or support. There are even 
some American groups that maintain 
close ties with Libya. 

For example, I interviewed several 
members of a large American delega¬ 
tion that attended Khadaffi’s Green 
Book conference in 1983, An annual 
affair held at Garyounis University in 
Benghazi, the ostensible purpose of the 
conference is to bring together people 
from all over the world to discuss the 
merits (if any) of Khadaffi’s philosophy 
as expressed in his Green Book. In real¬ 
ity, the conference is a cover for various 
anti-Western groups to make contact 
with the Libyan government and/or be 
contacted by it. 

During the 1983 conference from 7-13 
April, an American delegation, repre¬ 
senting various U.S. extremist groups, 
met with Khadaffi in his tent to discuss 
the general situation of “revolutionary 
groups’’ in the United States. According 
to secret sources, a “business meeting” 
followed the next day. That meeting was 
presided over by Khadaffi’s second-in- 
command, Major Jailoud. 

At that meeting, the Libyans urged the 
American radicals to form a “united rev¬ 
olutionary force” and offered the Amer¬ 
icans Libyan money and assistance. 
Among the American groups at the 
meeting were the Nation of Islam, the 
Republic of New Afrika, the All-African 
People’s Revolutionary Party, the Amer¬ 
ican Indian Movement (AIM) and the In¬ 
ternational Indian Treaty Council, 

Two years later on 24 February 1986 
Khadaffi gave a live televised speech by 
satellite to a Nation of Islam convention 
In Chicago, in which he urged black 
American servicemen to leave the mili¬ 
tary and create a separate army be¬ 
cause the United States “must be de¬ 
stroyed.” There was no noticeable re¬ 
sponse to Khadaffi’s appeal among 
black American servicemen, and Nation 
of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan publicly 
dissociated himself from Khadaffi’s 
appeal. That public disclaimer did not 
stop Farrakhan from accepting a $5 mil¬ 
lion interest-free loan from Khadaffi a 
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week later. 

Libya’s leader also has ties to Kwame 
Ture’s (a.k.a. Stokely Carmichael’s) 
AAPRP, the Republic of New Afrika and 
AIM. Khadaffi has tried to forge these 
groups into a violent “revolutionary 
force” to be used against the United 
States, so far without much success. 

While a number of American radical 
groups (not always left-wing) probably 
would be willing to engage in violence on 
Libya’s behalf, there has been little in¬ 
dication of such activity to date. That 
should change in the near future, 
however. 

The question of organized domestic 
violence with Libyan assistance is far 
from hypothetical in El Salvador, Argen¬ 
tina, Uruguay, Chile, Colombia, Peru, 
Britain, Ireland, Spain, Italy, West Ger¬ 
many, France, Turkey, Thailand, In¬ 
donesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. 
A complete listing of ail Libyan assis¬ 
tance to over 50 terrorist and guerrilla 
groups around the world is not possible 
in the space we have, but a couple of 
examples will suffice. 

Libya has supported Ireland’s self- 
proclaimed Marxists of the Provisional 
Irish Republican Army (Proves) since the 
early 1970s. In March 1973, for example, 
the Irish navy boarded the merchant ves¬ 
sel Claudia off Helvick Head, County 
Waterford, and confiscated five tons of 
cargo: 250 assault rifles, 246 bayonets, 
850 rifle magazines, 243 pistols, 20,000 
rounds of ammunition, 500 grenades, 100 
anti-tank mines, and large amounts of tim¬ 
ers, blasting caps, fuzes, TNT primer and 
gelignite explosive. 

Most of the arms were of Russian ori¬ 
gin and had been loaded onboard by 
Libyan soldiers in Tripoli. Among the six 
Irishmen arrested aboard the Claudia 
was a Provo leader named Joe Cahill, 
presently in charge of distributing pri¬ 
vately donated NORAID “relief funds” in 
Ireland. 

Since then, both Khadaffi and Libya’s 
state-controlled media have blown hot 
and cold on the Irish issue, sometimes 
openly supporting the Proves and 
sometimes denying any connection with 
them and even condemning them. In 
practice, Libyan support for the Proves 
never stopped. 

In April 1975 Khadaffi told an Irish 
Parliamentary delegation that, in the fu¬ 
ture, “no aid would be given to any illegal 
organization in Ireland.” In September 
1976, he told Newsweek "... our rela¬ 
tions with London and Dublin are im¬ 
proving rapidly ... the IRA chapter is 
behind us.” He lied. 

We may never know how many Liby¬ 
an arms shipments got through to the 
Proves. We do, however, know about a 
recent one that didn’t get through. On 26 
January 1986, Irish Gardai (police) 
arrested five men and seized over 100 
guns and 20,000 rounds of ammunition 
in dawn raids on three different sites in 
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counties Roscommon and Sligo in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

The guns included 87 Kalashnikov 
assault rifles (all new) of East German, 
Bulgarian and Rumanian origin; 10 
West German Heckler & Koch rifles, and 
17 Brazilian 9mm Taurgs pistols. The 
ammunition, which cante in 20 1,000- 
round boxes, was all 7.62mm ComBloc, 
manufactured in Yugoslavia for the Liby¬ 
an army. Clearly marked on each of the 
20 ammunition boxes were the words 
“Libyan Armed Forces. Cartridges for 
Weapons.” Senior Gardai sources said 
that the shipment had originated in Libya 
and international police were working on 
pinpointing the deadly cargo’s route 
from Libya to Ireland. 

Irish terrorists are not the only people 
to receive massive “Libyan lend-lease.” 
In April 1983, four Libyan planes were 
forced to land in Manaus, Brazil, for 
technical reasons. Although the crews 
claimed they were carrying medical sup¬ 
plies to Colombia, the skeptical Brazil¬ 
ians searched the planes and found they 
were carrying 84 tons of arms, explo¬ 
sives and other military equipment to 
Nicaragua. 

The ultimate terrorist nightmare could 
become reality if Khadaffi got his bloody 
hands on a nuclear device. He hasn’t 
done so yet, though not for lack of trying. 
In May 1983, a junkyard owner in Rome 
was arrested by Italian authorities for 
trying to sell 10.5 ounces of enriched 
uranium to “a Middle Eastern country.” 
That Middle Eastern country is reliably 
reported to have been Libya. As to 
where and how the junkyard owner got 
his hands on 10.5 ounces of enriched 
uranium is still a mystery. 

President Reagan certainly hopes 
Khadaffi will never get The Bomb, but 
his thoughts and actions are turned 
more toward Libya’s present depreda¬ 
tions. The bombing of military targets in 
Tripoli and Benghazi on 15 April shook 
Khadaffi out of his complacency and 
showed American resolve on the ques¬ 
tion of terrorism. It didn’t end Libyan ter¬ 
rorism in a single swipe, but it was a step 
in the right direction. 

More than brute military muscle is 
needed to tear down Khadaffi’s sand 
castle — the much-debated economic 
boycott must be made a reality. After all, 
virtually all the money Khadaffi uses to 
finance terrorists comes from a single 
source — oil. In 1980, those revenues 
reached an all-time high of $22.6 billion. 
Even with today’s soft oil prices and low¬ 
ered production, Libya’s estimated 1986 
revenues of $7 billion are still more than 
enough to finance Khadaffi’s terrorist 
activities. Even if America’s European 
allies were to cut their oil imports from 
Libya by half, the impact on Khadaffi’s 
cash flow would be substantial. 

Should that fail, a natural extension of 
the economic weapon would be the de¬ 
struction of Libya’s oil fields and refiner¬ 


ies — without his source of revenue, 
Khadaffi’s terror machine would grind to 
a halt. 

Since the United States is completely 
independent of Libyan oil, the only con¬ 
sideration standing in the way of our 
destroying Khadaffi’s oil production is 
the dependence of France and Italy on 
Libyan oil. Disarray and discord among 
our allies — combined with the way oil 
can lose notice of its national origin as it 
moves through the market — may gut 
any attempted aggressive use of eco¬ 
nomic weapons. If we can’t mount an 
effective boycott, Reagan may have to 
use military muscle yet again. The ball is 
in the European court now. 
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Israel’s most active enemies at that 
time, Syria and Egypt, would have to be 
strengthened. Iraq, already friendly to 
the Soviets, would have to be brought 
into the game if possible. The final key 
would be to get the unpredictable Kha- 
daffi's support, or at least his pledge not 
to interfere. 

So in January 1972, the Kremiin in¬ 
vited a delegation of high-level Libyan 
ieaders to Moscow for prolonged dis¬ 
cussions. That delegation — which was 
headed by Jaiioud and included his 
close ally, Maj. Mustafa Kharubi — left 
for the Soviet Union on 21 February, first 
stopping in Cairo to confer with Sadat. 

The same day Jaiioud arrived in 
Cairo, Soviet Defense Minister Andrei A. 
Grechko left the Egyptian capital after a 
meeting with Sadat aimed at repairing 
relations damaged by the unsuccessful 
coup. 

Arriving that day in Damascus was 
Soviet First Deputy Premier Kirill T. 
Mazurov, heading an economic and 
military delegation on a six-day visit. 
Most of the delegation’s visit was with 
Lieutenant General Mustafa TIas, chief 
of staff of Syrian armed forces. One re¬ 
sult of this visit was the Yom Kippur War 
of 1973, during which Tias commanded 
Syrian forces. 

Finaliy, aiso on 21 Feburary 1972, 
Saddam Hussein, vice chairman of 
iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council 
(now president of Iraq) departed Mos¬ 
cow after an official visit. While at the 
Kremlin, Hussein had signed a “Treaty 
of Friendship and Cooperation.” 

Obviousiy a big day for the Kremlin’s 
grand strategy in the Middle East. In a 
chessboard that stretched from Tripoli to 
the Tigris-Euphrates River valleys, 
Soviet pieces were rapidly being put in 
place. 

Jaiioud arrived In Moscow on 23 
February for five days of talks with 
Leonid Brezhnev. The official result of 
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Gun” — available ONLY to 
Sworn Officers (Drdering upon 
Department Letterheads which 
authaize purchase & street use 
of the weapon 


$79.95 


Power Top attachment by Genie 
Distr., for use on the above Nova 
units, allows full power to be 
emitted from top probes. No loss 
of power to test probes when 
being used on a resisting subject 
or attacker. 


$ 5.95 


9V NiOad Battery and Battery 
Charger for above units 


$15.95 


Belt Qip-On Hokjer for above 
Novas. — Nylon/Vinyl 


$12.95 


Black Rain Leather Duty Holster for 
Novas 


$18.95 


Black Basketweave Leather Duty 
Holster for Novas 


$19.95 


Black Oarino Leather Duty Holster 
for Novas 


$21.95 


Mini-Mag Lites 


$13.95 


Folding Baton w/Black Plain/ 
Basketweave Duty Leather. 
Springs open to full size (23") 
Black, machined aluminum baton. 
Can be worn comfortably on duty 
while riding in a Patrol C^. a 
concealed under jacket for 
undercover/Detective use. 


$60.00 


2 oz FREEZE OS Tear Gas - 
Personal Defense size streamer 


$ 7.50 


4 oz FREEZE OS Tear Gas - For 
Police Use Only. Your Star #. 
Department Name & TX number 
MUST accorrpany order. 


$ 9.50 

I 


8 oz MISTER CLEAROUT OS 
'Cold' Tear Gas Aerosol 
&enades. Municipal or Police 
Department Purchase Orders 
ONLY. Will not bum or explode. 
Can be held in hand & directed 
for crowd dispersement. 


$ 8.50 



$85.00 

Dz 


Aerosol Irritant Command Paks - 
Each Pak contains: 

2 ea Regular MISTER 

CLEAROUT - 8 oz ea 

1 ea KH MISTER CLEAROUT - 
8 oz w/plastic hose for 
keyhole a under ctoor 

1 ea AE MISTER CLEAROUT - 
4 oz. w/attachment to clear 
stubborn subject from a 
locked vehicle 

1 ea Regular FREEZE OS Tear 
Gas - 4 oz 


$49.95 



TRAINING ON USE OF Sub-Total $ 

THE NOVA STUN GUN IL Residents ad 

IS AVAILABLE FOR 6 ^ 4 % State Tax $ 

DEPARTMENTS. 

INQUIRE ON SHPG/HANDLG/INS $ 

LETTERHEAD 


Street Address 


Apt 

City 

State 

4 Zip' 

Home Phone ( 

) 


□ Visa 

□ M/C 


Exp. Date 

NO COO’S. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
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DEALERS WANTED 

RUN YOUR OWN GAMES 
MAKE $1,000.00 A DAY PROFIT 

WE MANUFACTURE WATER 
SOLUABLE PELLETS 
.68 CAL. .62 CAL. .50 CAL. 

WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST 
BULK PRICES 



3357 SPOT MARKER 
SIX SHOT REPEATER 

$79.00 


WE GUARANTEE 48 HOUR 
DELIVERY TO MOST STATES IN USA 


WAR GAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 MIDHURST LANE MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L42 1C7 
(416) 848-4844 



JHAKlNEi 


*Spydi&rco, Inc. 

p,0. BOX 0&fl A, GOLDEN, COLORftPQ MflQg 


MARINES cHTin in n dnu- 
blQ iHilh ed 4r fIfAIsM 
blade. Hand honed 
Attlnii4i stee l lof marine 
u±w. Lasting sharpness, 
uncommon cutting on rope, 
leather, etc. Will cot a 5/8" 
manlla line in a tingle swipe. 
Easily clips to'pocket,, rain 
Thomh Opening 


[fctiT, OpertA to lock pOAl- 
rE«in. A of the art 

claailc. Yocj iMonI bedlsap- 
pnlnBcd! rlgM- or 

idL-tiAfidAd. cnopse from 
live models at ^our cutlery 
dcahr or write BodAy. ThA 
bAAtpAye reriliAlU U.S- pwi 
F oreign PalanAi. 

Whit Openlnp: 


OUi:*OPEN*CUT 


m 


GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 


SIZES 7-14&N,R,W. X-W, 



some V2 sizes 

$48.00 

Spike Protective, canvas- 
nylon uppers, leather 
bottom, screen vent 
in arch. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COO's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
povernment surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 


Valley Surplus 
Box 346-S 

Tariffvilley Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 


ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 


these talks was the announcement of an 
agreement between Tripoli and Moscow 
for a joint venture to further develop 
Libya's oil resources. But soon after¬ 
ward, the Lebanese dally An Nahar re¬ 
ported that the real purpose of the 
Brezhnev/Jalloud agreement was to buy 
advanced Soviet arms for Egypt with 
Libyan oil money. Subsequent develop¬ 
ments have proved this Lebanese report 
completely accurate. 

Following 18 months of build-up after 
the February 1972 meeting and a mas¬ 
sive infusion of new Soviet equipment, 
Egypt and Syria were ready. On 4 Octo¬ 
ber 1973, Soviet diplomats and civilians 
were hastily evacuated from Cairo and 
Damascus without explanation. Two 
days later, Egypt and Syria attacked 
Israel. The Yom Kippur War was on. 
Jalloud’s role in the Soviet grand design 
was relatively minor, however, that of 
behind-the-scenes arms purchaser for 
Sadat. But Jalloud had left the Soviet 
Union deeply impressed by Moscow’s 
military might and political ruthlessness. 
He has been the chief Libyan proponent 
of a strong alliance between Moscow 
and Tripoli ever since. 

After Egypt and Syria were defeated 
In the Yom Kippur War, Libya continued 
to call on other Arab nations to maintain 
their oil embargo against the United 
States. Jalloud in the meantime had be¬ 
come Libya’s prime minister. 

Responding to the embargo, the Unit¬ 
ed States called a Washington confer¬ 
ence of 13 Western oil-consuming na¬ 
tions in January 1974. Only France 
among the 13 flatly refused to consider 
plans for a common Western policy 
addressing the oil embargo. 

Seeing an opportunity to drive a 
wedge in the shaky alliance, Jalloud flew 
to Paris on 14 February for five days of 
talks with President Georges Pompidou 
and Premier Pierre Messmer. Jalloud 
offered a guaranteed oil supply from 
Libya to France If Paris would urge 
French businessmen to invest in Libya. 
On 19 February, Jalloud and Messmer 
signed a Franco-Llbyan oil-for-aid 
agreement. The Libyans promised an 
uninterrupted oil supply in return for 
arms, ships and technical aid in tele¬ 
communications, agriculture and nucle¬ 
ar energy. Jalloud returned to Tripoli via 
Budapest, where he stopped, presum¬ 
ably to give the Soviets a full report. 

After returning to Libya for a few days, 
Jalloud flew to Italy on 25 February. He 
then engineered an oil-for-aid deal with 
Italy similar to the one signed with 
France. Libya agreed to triple its oil 
sales to the Rome government, which 
meant 25 percent of Italy’s oil needs 
were being met by Khadaffi’s govern¬ 
ment. In return, Italy provides technical 
expertise to Libya’s petro-chemical, 
steel and shipping industries. 

With these two important deals con¬ 
summated, Libya turned attention to in- 
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creasing oil production to meet its end of 
these agreements. Nothing had come of 
the official February 1972 announce¬ 
ment that Moscow and Tripoli would 
work together to further develop Libya’s 
oil resources. Nothing much really had 
been expected, particularly because 
Soviet equipment and drilling tech¬ 
niques are not exactly state-of-the-art. 

So Jalloud sought out the same in¬ 
dustrial giant that provides the Soviet 
Union with most of its advanced oil tech¬ 
nology: Armand Hammer’s Occidental 
Petroleum. Libya and the U.S. firm dis¬ 
cussed a possible contract. 

On 15 March 1974, Armand Hammer 
— the Kremlin’s favorite capitalist — 
agreed to invest $90 million over five 
years to explore 11 million acres of Liby¬ 
an desertforoil. Occidental would get 19 
percent of the profits, Libya the rest. On 
the same day, Jalloud closed another 
deal with Italy’s national oil company, 
AGIP, to explore another 100,000 acres. 
AGIP got only a 15 percent cut of profits 
from that venture. 

With the economic infrastructure on a 
solid foundation, Libya followed Marxist 
tradition by changing its political super¬ 
structure. On 7 April 1974, Khadaffi re¬ 
signed his post as president and turned 
over many of the job’s duties to Jalloud, 
who was out of the country at the time. 
Jalloud was in Paris that day attending a 
memorial service for French President 
Pompidou. Soviet President Podgorny, 
who also was in town for the service, 
quietly met with Jalloud in the Soviet 
Embassy before the two left Paris. 

As The New York Times reported 
Libya’s power shift, Khadaffi was “di¬ 
vested of his political, administrative and 
traditional duties,” which now were 
assumed by Jalloud, “known as a more 
moderate man_ Mr. Jalloud Is re¬ 

garded as a reasonable man and a 
potentially better neighbor than” Kha¬ 
daffi, 

The real upshot of the 7 April change 
in power was that Khadaffi was allowed 
by the 11 -man Revolutionary Council to 
remain in charge provided he did not 
oppose Jalloud’s efforts toward a close 
working alliance with the Soviet Union. 
That alliance became official a month 
later when Moscow, whose relations 
with Egypt had sunk even further, was 
desperate for allies in the Middle East. 

Jalloud returned to Moscow on 14 
May 1974. He confirmed Libya’s “unity 
of aims” with the Soviet Union in the 
“struggle against imperialism and reac¬ 
tion In the Middle East” in an interview 
published by the Soviet news agency 
TASS. Jalloud remained in Moscow for 
a week, meeting with Soviet Communist 
Party leader Brezhnev, President Pod¬ 
gorny, Prime Minister Kosygin and For¬ 
eign Minister Gromyko. 

The Soviets announced on 20 May 
1974 that Jalloud and Kosygin had 
signed an agreement to sell Soviet arms 


GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


heavy duty kid leather. Traditional Ger- 
Luftwaffe greyblue color, signal- 
orange sateen lining. 4 pockets + pencil 
iL ^ pocket on left sleeve. Full 

^ length heavy dulV front zipper,- knit collar, 
cuffs, and waist band. An elegant jacket 
of unlimited service life. Available in 
American sizes 34-50. With or without 
national emblems.. —..$178. 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER JUMP BOOTS. The world's 
best! Leather-lined ankle and leg-padding, supporting heel cap, 
completely waterproof. These are only few characteristics of these 
high-grade quality boots. Sizes 6-13. 


WWH-WWII and still used by the West 
German Army. 14” high leg. Waterproof. 
Boots of German workmanship. Include foot 
outline with your order, please. Sizes 6-13. 

.$ 110 , 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER COMBAT 
PANTS. Heavy tearproof moleskin. 5 pckts, 
2 cargo pckts, Stonegrey-olive. Advise 
waist-I-height with your order. Sizes 3446 

(corresponding to waist measurements 32”42”).$32. 

TRADITIONAL GERMAN MOUNTAIN TROOP M43 FIELD CAP. 


$ 100 . 


Grey doth. With ear flaps and Edelweiss flower on the side. Sizes 
6%-7%...$21. 


TRADITIONAL GERMAN AIR FORCE FLIGHT JACKET made of TRADITIONAL GERMAN JACKBOOTS. Well approved in 



Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 30 days. Payment: Money Order or 
Certified Check. Postage + insurance extra: Orders up to $50 + $9. — up to $99 -l- $15. — over $100 -F $18. 


THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Heilbrunn • West Germany 


MEN. WOMEN. BOYS. GIRLS 
CURRENT GENOINE MILITARY GOV'T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 



SNAP CLOSURES 


The latest U S Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-m 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps Drawcord on 
the hood, waist, and bottom of jacket Four (4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Women Only Boys-GIrls Only 

$39.50 S35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women - X-SmI. SmI. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women - Woodland Camouflage, Olive 
Green, Swat Black, Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls - SmI 14-6), Med (8-10) Lge(12*14) 
X-Lge (16-18) 

COLORS: Boys-Gtrls - Woodland Camouflage 
M-6S Button In Lining $15.50 plus $3.00 shipping & hindling 
Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and VISA accepted Add 6% 

State size and color and mail $39.50 or $35.95 plus 
$4.00 per jacket for shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Dept. SOF • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Sack 
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Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 


Any assailant with ] palm sized 
instant protection (with 
telescoping steel 
coils. 

Original patent made in V\fest 
Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: SVe" closed, IGVa" 
open, 51/2 oz. 

SlPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ; $10%s 2.00 
«iDn. .1Q95 

OlrU. $I 5 J PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 
TO ORDER I Send check or money order to -I 

t Dealer and volume buyer | 
inguines mvtted I 

(818) 842-4094 J 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(8) 
Burbank, CA 91504 
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AMERICA 

AWAKEN 

T-SHIRTS (OLIVE) 
$8.95 ea. 2 for $16.00 

0 STOMP THE BEAST 

FROM THE EAST Z. 

® ^GO AHEAD KADDAB 

C Ihakemyday.^ 

EiN 

.A. 

SEND TO: K.D. ENTERPRISES 

P.O. BOX 4154, N. MIAMI, FL33162 

SHIRT SIZE 

S 

M 

L 

XL 

$ 


Shirt #1 






Adrire5?<? 

Shirt #2 






City St. Zip 

Postage & Handling $1.00 per shirt 
Cash, Check or Money Order 
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PELLET 
FIRING 

SEMI- 
AUTOMATIC 

TARGET 
PISTOL 

Rapid firing model of the weapon of the future. Comes with 
B-shot magazine and detachable telescope style sight. Plus, 
FREE targets and 50 reuseable .22 cal. pellets. Just $4.95 
plus 95C postage and handling each. Complete satisfaction 
or your money back. 

NOT SOLD IN NEW YORK CITY. NO PERMIT REQUIRED 
MICHIGAN RESIDENTS AOO SALES TAX 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept 269LS74 J J 
County Road 667, Hartfofd, Michigan 49057 


^ COMPETITION CLASSIC ^ 
^ TARGET PISTOL ^ 

^ SEMI-AUTOMATIC CHAMPI ON 

^ $ 4^95 ^ 



SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
PELLET FIRING 
TARGET PISTOL 

This version of the world famous tar¬ 
get pistol can fire all 50 .22 caliber 
pellets as fast as you can pull the trigger, 50 reusable 
pellets and free targets. Just $4,95 plus 95c postage 
and handling. Complete satisfaction or your money 
back. Not sold in New York City. No permit required. 

Michigan State residents add sales tax 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269BA74 
County Road 687, Hartford. Michigan 49057 j. 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

by David Steele 


8Vi"x1i:' 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must; "GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

state of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states... .$33.00 



Heckler & Koch G3 (Selective Fire HK 91) Owners Manual OR 
Heckler & Hock HK33 (Selective Fire HK 93) Owners Manual 

• Assembly/disassembly • All firing modes shown in a step by step 

• Operation/maintenance/ sequence of diagrams showing the 

repair function of all parts involved 

More than 50 pages with photos and diagrams. 



S11.95 


MERCENARY’S 


MANUAL 


VO. II 


written by Terry Edwards 


edited by Robert K. Brown 


This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and persona) experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVO., H. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 * ATTN. GLADYS 
(018) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
Of credit card sent immediately, personal check orders held 4 weeKs. 



§ACTtVE system (infrared). fPASSIVE system (starlight). ‘Infrared light source included. All scopes include bases, batteries, field case, 
operating manual. AN/P\/S-4 also includes lens cleaning kit, daylight cover, field carry bag. AN/PAS-4 also includes lig^ht source, shield & 
cable, rechargeable battery, tool kit & spare bulb set. AN/PAS-4 IR Weaponsight not available in California. Prices snown are for scope 
systems only and do not include illustrated firearms/cameras. Mounts and adapters available for most popular weapons and cameras. Please 
inquire. NO FFL REQUIRED. Many additional items IN STOCK in our growing inventory—Please inquire about all your needs, Cash/COO ac¬ 
cepted — min. COD $150.“°. Add UPS shipping & insurance. $15 for gunsights; $7.50 for seismic units: radar units shipped motor express 
freight & insurance collect. Shipments outside continental U.S.—call/write. Shipments to P.O. Boxes must use U.S. Mail. UPS deliveries 
need street address. 

STAND COMPONENTS 

(Surveillance Target Acquisition Night Observation Components) 

P.O. Box 6274 • San Bernardino, CA 92412 • Telephones: (714) 882-5789 and 883-2728 Telex: 675537 (STAND SBON) 

Sales, service & repair of IR & I/ll Gen. Starlight Night Vision equipment since 1972. SEND $4 (applicable toward any purchase) for 
comprehensive current product literature. DEALERS—ask for Dealer Package. QUANTITY DISCOUNT inquiries invited. FOREIGN ORDERS 
invited—Please contact our Export Department. sjANO—the OPTICAL OPTIMUM' 


to Libya in exchange for Libyan oil. No 
terms were disclosed. Subsequent re¬ 
ports indicated that Libya paid the 
Soviets $16 billion in oil and hard curren¬ 
cy for an enormous stockpile of tanks, 
aircraft, ships, artillery, APCs and mis¬ 
siles. 

Since then, Jalloud has been the chief 
coordinator of Libya’s financial and mili¬ 
tary support of various international ter¬ 
rorist groups in concert with Moscow’s 
global policy of supporting anti-Western 
terrorists. He also is widely believed to 
be the chief architect of the pro-Soviet 
working alliance between Libya, Syria 
and Iran. 

From 18 March through 24 May 1976 
Jalloud spent most of his time in Leba¬ 
non helping the Syrians set up a perma¬ 
nent presence there. He surfaced again 
on 21 November 1977, following 
Sadat's peace trip to Jerusalem. Jalloud 
flew to Damascus to coordinate action 
with Syrian President Hafez Assad 
against “the traitor Sadat.” Jalloud re¬ 
turned to Damascus on 22 February 

1978, for a five-day meeting that re¬ 
sulted in an $11 billion loan from Libya to 
Syria for the purchase of Soviet 
weapons. 

Then, just over a month after the 
Ayatollah Khomeini seized power in 
Iran, Jalloud flew to Tehran on 24 April 

1979, heading a 50-man Libyan delega¬ 
tion. Many believe the terrorist alliance 
among Iran, Syria and Libya was official¬ 
ly formed then. At any rate, when Iraq 
attacked Iran in September 1980, Libya 
and Syria were the only two Arab coun¬ 
tries to support Iran. 

Despite the moderate image of Jal¬ 
loud circulated by papers like The New 
York Times, Libya’s number-two leader 
is hardly a friend of the West and he is 
certainly no moderate. To the contrary, 
his biggest accomplishment seems to 
be the formation of one of the bloodiest 
terrorist alliances in the Middle East, an 
alliance that has specifically targeted 
the United States and its friends. 

While Jalloud may seem moderate 
when compared to the ranting and rav¬ 
ing Colonel Khadaffi, the appearance is 
only skin-deep. Jalloud is even more 
single-minded in his policy goals than 
Khadaffi and those goals have more se¬ 
rious implications for the United States. 
In the long run, Jalloud’s closeness to 
the Soviet Union could become more 
dangerous than Khadaffi’s Islamic 
socialism. Worse still, if Jalloud is per¬ 
ceived as being a moderate in the Amer¬ 
ican press, it is probable that the Arabs 
will find him less of a pariah than Khadaf¬ 
fi, and Libya could become an accepted 
part of the Arab world. Then the Kremlin 
would find itself able to quietly further its 
foreign policy goals in the Middle East. 

With that in mind, it seems doubtful 
that a Jalloud regime in Tripoli would be 
an improvement over the “mad dog of 
the Middle East.” ^ 


144 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 86 



The SOURCE - 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
ANNOUNCES 



The MILITARY EXCHANGE 


The FORCE - 

behind YOUR source for ALL military collectibles. 

BUY • SELL • TRADE 

MX has it all, including: 

• UNIFORMS 

• FIREARMS 

• SURPLUS 

• BOOKS 

• GEAR & KIT 

• VEHICLES 

• AIRCRAFT 



PLUS MUCH MORE! 


MX is the ONLY military enthusiast’s shopping guide you’ll ever need. Each month 
MX brings you hundreds of bargains you won’t want to pass up. Buying or selling, 
MX has it all and you can get it all! 

1 YEAR FOR ONLY *14“ 

Just think. 12 wheeling and dealing issues of MX at a savings of 41% off the regular 
j one-year,single-copy price. 

Don’t miss this special opportunity to subscribe to MX at this incredible savings. Use 
the order card opposite to start receiving each money-saving issue of MX — it’s 
your international source for all military collectibles. 
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BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 14 

What’s the difference between a 
combat knife and a survival knife? 

That’s pretty simple: A combat knife 
needs to be quicker, and a survival 
knife needs more power. You see, in a 
survival scenario, your knife should be 
primarily a tool. It should be designed 
for heavy chopping and cutting chores. 
Also, in the wilderness, it is a good 
presumption that if you do have to 
fight, it need not necessarily be against 
a man. By the way, this is not as unlike¬ 
ly as it sounds. A few years ago in 
Colorado a young man fought a 
mountain lion with his sheath knife 
when he was attacked while hiking, 
and about 10 years ago there was a 
report of a teenage Eskimo killing a 
polar bear with a knife: He must have 
looked good to eat as the bear was 
passing through the town of Frobisher 
Bay, Baffin Island, one long arctic 
night. An enraged carnivore won’t 
duck when you swing, so speed in a 
survival knife is less important than 
power. That means a survival knife 
must have a heavier blade, with more 
weight toward the tip. ^ 


FLAK 

Continued from page 6 

“trying too hard” story struck a raw 
nerve. 

Bob McDonald 
Mesa, Arizona 

/ Was There is a forum for our 
readers to submit their personal 
stories of combat, law enforcement 
and valor for publication. We realize 
that many of our readers are not 
writers, yet we encourage all 
contributions. Submissions are 
subject to editing and revision and 
will be viewed critically before 
acceptance. Stories of 500 words or 
less should be sent to SOF, RO. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Payment is $50 upon publication. 


A BETTER4NFORMED 
BUYING PUBLIC... 

Sirs: 

For several years now, I have 
been fielding questions from knife 
aficionados. Before Battle Blades, 
knife buyers’ questions were 
uninformed. They groped for a 
viewpoint based on something akin 
to mysticism and myth. Then for the 


first time in my knifemaking 
experience, the potential buyer of 
combat and survival blades seemed 
to be leaving the fog and 
misinformation behind them as they 
debated designs, techniques and 
materials on firmly grounded 
concepts. The great number of knife 
buyers who refer quite confidently to 
SOF’s Battle Blades is resulting in a 
changeover in attitudes at large. 
Serious purchasers seem to have 
abandoned previously held ideas 
and assumptions supporting the 
superiority of factory heat-treated, 
stock removal, stainless-steel blades 
designed for real combat or survival 
use. Battle Blades has achieved a 
high degree of credibility with the 
readers of SOF, and the only 
individuals who have expressed 
disapproval are the stock removal 
knifemakers with whom I have 
discussed the column. It’s easy to 
see why. 

John M. Smith, Bladesmith 
Newman, Illinois 

As a regular reader of your fine 
journal I had to write and express 
my views on some rubbish written in 
a rival magazine called “Gung Ho 
Knives” where they tried to ridicule 
Bill Bagwell and SOF with some 
below the belt remarks on 
knifemaking, etc. I wholeheartedly 
support Bill Bagwell and this attack 
on him will only rebound on “Gung 
Who?” 

Phil Skinner 
Suffolk, England 

In the April ’86 issue Bill Bagwell 
had some comments to make about 
my Tanto. In response, I’d like to 
say that the SY^-inch blade was 
designed for cutting and slashing 
strokes, not chopping, which tends 
to overcommit the knife arm leaving 
it vulnerable to stop hits and counter 
blows. As far as blade reach goes, 
it’s a simple matter to compensate 
for an enemy with a longer blade by 
an adjustment in footwork and 
timing. But for those who insist on a 
long blade, we now have a Magnum 
Tanto with an 8y4-inch blade 
complete with sword guard. 

Lynn C. Thompson 

President 

Cold Steel Inc. 

Ventura, California 


T he M60 
BLUES... 

Sirs: 

I am an infantry platoon sergeant 
in a National Guard unit. We have a 
very serious training problem: Our 



THE ULTIMATE 

Sling-Shot 

SURVIVOR KNIFE 



Similar Knife 
Selling For ‘99.95 



Incredible survival 
Knife Kit contains 
everything you 
need to survive. 


Our Price Only „ . , 

CM Sp«ia* 

*29,95 2 For *55 


29 FEATURES IN ALL 



All This For Only *29.95 


...-— _ Pottage S Handling 

Order No. V704 (oftre Green) Order No. V 70S (Block) 


1. 10V]" overall length blade, 2. S'A" length chromium vanadium 
molybdenum ttolnleit steel, with saw teeth. 3. Anodited hondle. 4. 
With hollow. S. For the survival kit, block cap with compass. 6. And 
sub|ectian bond. 7. The handle kit is Inside o copcule printed with 
MORSE CODE. 8. Woter-proof and wind-proof phosphorus matches 
together o striker. 9. Adhesive dressings On the second one there 
are some odhesive applications. 10. A small scopel. 11. A lighter 
Hint. 12. A pencil. 13. Needle nylon line. 14. Safety pins. 15. Fishing 
accessories with fish hooks, fishing line ond sinkers. 16. The rigid 


sheath. 17. Polyamide made with belt hanger. 18. Have the 
following particulars: Pliable fork for slingshot. 19. Clipper wire- 
cutter and screwdriver on the leg. 20. Sharpening stone. 21. Inside 
the Sheath, one stainless steel small boa with a signal mirror. 22. 
latex tubes. 23. To compose the slingshot and a fishing horpoon. 24. 
With subjection bond canopener. 25. Screwdriver. 24. Caplifter. 27. 
And shackle wrench. 28. Whistle. 29. WIresaw: Two bors for the 
saw fit on the outside of the hondle. Order by mall from: 


FREE 

S8-Page 
Catalog 
With Order 


Midwest Sport Distributors. Inc. 

VISA, M.C., AM. EXP. & C.O.D. 

E 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1017 (exi. mi) 


Lucky Street 
Box 129F 
Fayette, Mo. 
65248 
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BALLISTIC EYEWEAR 



Qnrbonib2®3dO 

• guaranteed unbreakable 

• 65% lighter than glass 

• ultra high clarity 

• 100% UV protection 

• proven performance 

• chemical resistant 

• abrasion resistant 

• distortion free 


Ml-Comp Goggle. 

Carbonite 360 lens. 

Lightweight fits under all helmets. 
Ideal for full eye protection from 
dust, dirt, snow and fragmenta¬ 
tion. Cadmium Oxide Lens for 
high contrast conditions of snow, 
water, and desert. 

Item #3020 .$32.95 

Ml-Pro Goggle. 

Carbonite 360 lens. 

Same as above only in lens tints of 
clear, amber, vermillion and gray. 

Item #3021 .$24.95 


Ptoase tnctude SI.75 for Postage A Handling 

SOF Exchange • Dept. SOF • (303) 449-3750 
P.O. Box 687 • Boulder, CO 80306 

Name__ 

Street- 

City- 

State_Zip_Country- 

n Mastercard □ Visa Exp. Date- 


No. 


AUGUST 86 


’60s stink. Ajfter reading about 
lubrication problems in Peter 
Kokalis’ column last year, I began to 
pay a lot more attention to that part 
of M60 maintenance. Although I 
didn’t follow your advice about the 
white lithium grease, I did make 
certain that the CLP was applied 
well in advance of use so that there 
was plenty of time for it to cure. This 
small step may have played a big 
role in the current status of my 
company’s ’60s — mine were the 
only two operational ones in the 
company. Two-thirds were in for 
depot-level repairs. The problem 
was cracks in the forward portion of 
the receiver, and broken rivets. Why 
is this happening? Is it just that these 
weapons are nearing the end of their 
useful life? Is the lubrication problem 
a part of this? 

Name & Address Withheld 

According to Peter Kokalis, the 
cracked receivers and broken nvets 
are more a function of metal fatigue 
than lack of proper lubrication, 
although that accelerates the process 
and reduces the weapon's useful life 
span. By the way, most of the 
Army's M60s are reaching their end. 

The bolts should be lubricated 
with white lithium grease in the 
locking lug area. But even with 
proper lubrication this component 
will rarely last more than 20,000 
rounds before complete failure due 
to the tremendous slamming the bolt 
lugs receive when they engage the 
barrel sockets. You can prolong bolt 
life by removing the sharp edges on 
the chipped surfaces. 


P OLITICAL 
ACTIVISM... 

Sirs: 

Thank you for your articles on the 
peace activists working for the 
Sandinistas in Nicaragua. I have 
encountered and talked with many 
of these people during the two years 
I have been living and working in 
different areas of Central America as 
an independent Christian missionary. 
Your magazine is a welcome sound 
above the din of media liberalism we 
most often receive here. 

Christopher E. Williamson 
San Salvador, El Salvador 5^ 



TURMOIL 

IN 

CENTRAL AMERICA 



A £#Htal Mfan 1^ 

UNITED STATES SENATE 
REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE 


iuUuheibr 

INDEPE^■D£NCE INSTlTLTTE 


IS NICARAGUA WORTH A FIGHT? ASK 
THESE WITNESSES: 

‘'Marxism-Leninism is the scientific doctrine that guides 
our revolution." 

Humberto Ortega 
Defense Minister, Nicaragua 

"There was only Cuba in Latin America; today [1983J 
there are Nicaragua, Grenada, and a serious battle is 
going on for El Salvador ." 

Nikolai Ogarkov 
Marshall of the Soviet Union 

"[We figh t] a revolution without iron tiers." • 

Tomas Borge 

Interior Minister, Nicaragua 

"[Nicaragua is] the Central American source for totali¬ 
tarianism and violence... a sanctuary for terrorists." 
Jose Napoleon Duarte 
President, El Salvador 

Their testimony and other grim evidence appear in the 
year’s most vitai fact book on the Soviet threat to this 
hemisphere. Turmoil in Central America. It Is a 126- 
page illustrated paperback written by the staff of the 
U.S. Senate Republican Policy Committee and pub¬ 
lished in March 1986 by the Independence Institute. 

Turmoil in Central America provides detailed back¬ 
ground on historical, political, economic, and social 
forces In the region; analyzes Soviet-Cuban strategic 
alms in Nicaragua and neighboring countries; and 
compiles some of the most detailed evidence yet 
assembled on Sandinista totalitarianism. The book is 
meticulously documented and includes over fifty maps 
and photographs, some of them recently declassified 
from intelligence sources. Order a supply today; $4.00 
per copy postpaid. 


My order:_^copies of Turmoil in Central 

America at $4.00 each. 

C] Check enclosed 

IZI Charge my Visa or Mastercard 

No._ 

Expiration Date_ 

Name_ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State_ Zip_ 

Mail to: Independence Institute 

14142 Denver West Parkway 
Suite 101 

Golden, Colorado 80401 
Phone Orders: 303/279-6536 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


^ RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE 

Original style and pattern as featured on cover of 
S.O.F. May 1986 

* SOUTH AFRICAN TERRITORIAL CAMO 

Night pattern, Grey and Black 

• RUGGED • FULLY REINFORCED, COMBAT CAMO 

□ FIELD JACKET-4 pockets, fully lined, eputlettes, draw 
strings, heavy duty zipper (South African jacket is hooded) 

□ PANTS^ pockets, waist adjusters, belt loops 
O SH0RTS4 pockets, waist adjusters, belt loops 

□ SHIRT-2 pockets, long sleeves 

□ T-SHfRT-short sleeves, 100% cotton 

n BUSH HAT-lined, Boonie style, broad rim 
ALL GARMETS AVAILABE IN SIZES S.M,L,XL 


RHODESIAN 

SIZE 

QTY 

PRICE EA. 

TOTAL 

F JACKET 



7995 


PANTS 



49 95 


SHORTS 



35 95 


SHIRT . 



39 95 


T-SHIRT 



995 


BUSH hat 



14 95 


S. AFRICAN 

F JACKET 



79 95 


■ PANTS 



49 95 


SHORTS 



3595 


SHIRT 



39.95 


T-SHIRT 



995 


BUSH HAT 



1495 


SUB TOTAL 
SHIPPINGS HANDLING 
CA RESIDENTS ADD 6 5% SALES TAX 
TOTAL 


350 






P CHECK OR M/0 
ENCLOSED 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS 


' CITY/STATE/ZIP 
CARD#_ 


SIG. 


□ BILL MY 
D VISA 

□ MASTERCARD 


.EXP. 


Mil CORP. DEPT. A 

P.O. BOX 480329 LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
PHONE #1-213*933-5924 


SECONDS 


TAKE THE 
SHOT! 

FIRE OFF YOUR 
CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER 
TO 

DOA TARGETS INC. 

P.O. BOX 5068, OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857 
CHECK ONE 

50 □ $ 18.95 
100 □ $ 29.95 
250 □ $ 49.95 
500 □ $ 84.95 
1000 □ $159.95 

N.J. RESIDENTS ADD 6% TAX 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING INCLUDED 

ORDERS OVER 1.000 WRITE FOR 
BULK RATES 

DOA TARGETS INC. 




TIMBERSHEPHERD^** 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen In S.W.A.T Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 



“FRIEND AND FAMILY PROTECTORY* 

LOYAL • INTELLIGENT • COMPANION FOR YOUR 
FAMILY’S SECURITY WHILE YOU ARE AWAY. 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family with small 
children, The TIMBER SHEPHERD''''^ Is bred exclusively as 
a natural protector and a trustworthy working companion for 
the entire family. 

DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERD^^^ with the 
Vz wolf Vz shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a home companion or working dog. 

The TIMBERSHEPHERD^w is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERD, 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 
Tfmberwolves and the FINEST German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN/KEENER SENSES over the 
German Shepherd, Rottwieler, or Doberman Pincher. 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept, of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program. FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, 
HIP GUARANTEES, SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE. 
Registerable with the American TIMBERSHEPHERD™ Assn. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-6B, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 
Info. Includes S. W. A. T. & Survival Guide magazine articles. 
-SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE- 


® COMBAT 
SANDALS 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


T/xe OPEN-AIR® RUNNING SHOE 

1.000 LB TEST cORo'uRA IACeV FOR LAND 

& WATER: 



HIGH TEAR STRENGTH FLEXTONE” 
SELF SHAPING CUSHION 


RUNNING. HIKING 
RIVER FORDING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/OESERTS 
BEACH ASSULT/WAR 


7 MM WET TRACTION 
QUIET SOLES" 
NO-MUD DESIGN 

*5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
BUILT FOR SURVIVALISTS 

ALP Will bet S5.00D that we 
provide the World's Finest Sandal, 
we will award you S1.0QQ to locate 
a store that will take our bet. 
That's truth in advertising! 


World’s FINEST FREEDOM-FIGHTER Sandals 
Maximum Stability, Durability & Comfort 


"And if Guervara had known about them, he may have had a 
different idea about sandals." Soldier of Fortfjne Magazine 
",. .they're the best sandals going. . 51/1/47 Magazine 
"A wonder of footwear technology.. ."fl/verfliyrrrrer Magazine 

MARATHON RACEWEAR OF IRONMAN TRIATHLETE "Almost like 
running barefoot. No stress on your feet whatsoever." Eddie Miller 
Only sandals I've ever had that I could work in. ’ 

^ Bobby P., Bodyguard. 3rd Degree Black Belt 
Nylon colors; Dark Brown or Khaki 
1 SIZES 'NarrowI Wide 'LengthI 
MEN ’ B.C D.E.EE 4-13'z 
IwOMENI AAAB ; C.D , 5-11 
Or include foot tracing. 

(sizing sheet brochure available) 

30 day satisfaction guarantee.* 

5 year durability guarantee.* 

*See brochure for specifics. 

PATENTED USA PRODUCT 


Selected Qealerships 
now available 

gaHaais 

Send S43.75 * S2. UPS to; 

ALP FOOTWEAR 
244 N. HWY. 101-BC 
ENCINITAS, CA 92024 
(619) 436-2222 

VISA & M/C By Phone or Mail 


ORDER EARLY, WE CAN GET BACKLOGGED. 


lij .ljiHil.MV.'iT-IJI 


ONLY 


$9p?smio 




Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal* 6 shot, clip^ 
fed. Rapid firing. With in- \ 

structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog t 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 

\P.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-8-SF, Westbury, New York 115^ 



PIGSKIN Only 
BACKPACK $39.50 

In the days of Lewis & Clark, expeditions 
required packs so rugged and 
only leather could meet 
test. Now get the same 
durability from this 100%, 
supple, golden, piaskin 
leather backpack. Stays 
soft even after getting 
wet. ft features a spa¬ 
cious 14"x17”x5” inte¬ 
rior with three large 
^ gusseted outside 
pockets. Carry clothing, 
food, ammunition — all the 
supplies you’ll need for a 
long day on the trail. Now only 
$39.50. Money-back guarantee. 
VISA & MasterCard accepted. Write 
for FREE Great Adventure Catalog! 
NC residents add 4.5% sales tax. 


CALL TOLL FREE 

1 QOn TTi Dept. J-86. Box 1600 

1-0UU-Ji3l-Jl/1 _Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


STRIKE 

BAC K! 

High Quality 50/50 



Mail check or mon^ order only to: 


AMERICAN PIE CO. 

2480-4 Briarcliff Rd. Suite 300 
Atlanta, GA 30329 

GA Res. 
add 4% tax 

S 

QTY. 

UNIT PR. 

TOT. ENCL 

Size 


$9.95 


S M L XL 

NamR 




Strppt 

City 

State 





Zip 
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best BUY/ 


ADJUSTABLE 

COLLAR 


FULL CUT FOR 
MANEUVERABIUTY 


FOUR LARGE 
OUTSIDE POCKETS 
W/SNAPS 


FULLY 

LINED 


WAIST -w- 
ORAWCORO 


HEAVY-DUTY 
BRASS ZIPPERS 


ADJUSTABLE 

CUFF 


SNAP CLOSURES 


$2 For 

Coi«Mr C^biloo Kit 

On First Ormt 

Neptune Fireworks Co., P.O. Box 398 
Dept. G-8, Dania, Florida 33004 


Pacific Cutlery 

Kuzari Oda Tanto 

DESIGNED BY CUSTOM KNIFEMAKER KUZAN ODA 


COMBAT GRADE 

6" stainless blade 
Non*sllp aluminum handle 
Integra! guard 
leather sheath 
Lifetime warranty 
<»752 > polished blade 
^753-military finish 


RETAIL $48.00 


PREMIUM GRADE 

6" stainless blade 
Non-slip rubber handle 
Stainless guard 
Leather sheath 
Lifetime warranty 
*750 - polished blade 
*751 - military finish 


RETAIL $75.00 


GIANT SALE! 


Ultra-Sensitive 

Micro-Transmitter 


Save $20. Oniy $29’^ 

This amazingly powedul micro-miniature FM transmitter 
{smaller than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet 
away, and broadcast every sound to an FM radio hundreds of 
feet away! Perfect tor security monitoring, wireless micro¬ 
phone. baby minder, law enforcement, and much more. NOT A 
KIT — comes completely assembled & ready to use (batte^, 
antenna, and tuning wand included Free). Limited offer, while 
supplies last. Only l to a customer. (Regularly $49.95.) Now. 
send $29.95 $2.75 shipping ($32.70), Foreign orders add $5. 


Telephone Recording Device 


Save $10. Only $19’^ 

This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into 
an efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording 
system. Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides 
of conversation with crystal clear fidelity, stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. Easily installed anywhere along phone tines. 
regularly $29.95. Send only $19.95 $2.75 shipping ($22.70). 

Foreign add $5.00. 


Fabulous new 30 Hr Tape Recorder! 
Price Slashed to oniy $129.95 


That's right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
time! Regular price is a low $289.95, but during this introductory 
sale we're almost giving them away at only $129.95! 

The brand-new X.TEN 30 hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip the 
switch to the X-Tended Speed, and increase recording time by an 
amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassette. (20hrs on a 
120, 15hrs on a 90. & lOhrs on a 60). Perfect for security 
monitoring, dasses lectures, business meetings, & more. You'll 
never see a price this low again! Send only $129.95 $7.05 

shipping ($137.00). Foreign add $9.50. 

Items above cany a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance elec¬ 
tronics. security devices, laser weapons, kits, plans, books & 
much more FREE with order, or send $2.00 for catalogue only. 
(Refundable). Send name, address, item(s) you’re ordering, & 
payment to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 

1501S Ventura Blvd., Dept. F-8, 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. (818) 509-9124. 




For phone orders ONLY ~ VISA. MASTERCARD or COD 

1>800-231>1272 

/iTlltlprll 404 S. 8th St. 

W Boise. Idaho 

n OX|;jJ L informatJon ption© 

(208)343-7640 

MAIL ORDERS: Add tt snippino. $7 outside cont. U.S.iiL. S6 C.O.D. 
Send SI tor our SPECIAL KNIFE CATALOG - coWlog tree with order 


oppe 


GENUINE GOVT. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Drab (OD) Green. 
Please do not mistake us for a similar ^ — 


Please do not mistake us for s sImlU 
WE are the ORIGINAL! 


BRAND NEW 

HIDDEN HOOD 


FIRST QUALITY 


The very latest U.S. Army issue all-weather field 
jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern¬ 
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 
for hunting, work or leisure. $A095 

Only HA 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOVT COLORS: 

Woodland Carrxjuflage • Olive Drab OR Tiger Stripe 
Camouflage • SWAT Black • Police Navy • Lt. Blue 
• Maroon • Oyster • Grey • Cactus • A.F. Sage 
Green • Khaki. SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL For proper fit, 
specify chest measurement. Genuine G.l. M-65 cold 
weather button-in liner $16.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling. BOYS’ jackets In Woodland Camou¬ 
flage only. Sizes: 4-6, 8-10, 12-14, 16-18. Only 
$38.95. 

State size and color and mail proper amount (check 
or money order) plus $3.50 per jacket (Canada; 
$7.00 in U.S. funds) for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 (800) 521-7977 


Aviation A.v. Library p*^**;^ 


A Video/Book Pack^pecial. 


THE WILD ACES 

Here are the “Wild Weasels'—A.F. 
Mach 2 Jocks at their flying, fighting 
best. F-105 "Thuds” over’Nam in a wild 
turkey shoot you’ll never forget! They 
take on SAM sites, convoys, bridges, 
MiGs, missiles... you name it. Norve- 
jolting action beyond anything you’ve 
ever seen, this is the definitive aerial 
action piece of the Vietnam war. 

These are the “go-to-hell" guys that 
relentlessly took the war home to the 
enemy... the anxiety of staying alive 
until the 100 mission magic number, 
and a safe ticket home. 

PLUS! BONUS! agreat newbooKF- 
105 THUNDERCHIEF by Bert Kinzey, 
a solid 72 pages of high adventure with 
these great pilots. 

Running time: 58 minutes 

Only $59.95 Specify Beta or VHS 

Send $59.95 -f $3 shipping & handling to: 

FERDE GROFE FILMS 

3100 Airport Avenue, Suite 220 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 
Visa & MasterCard include card no. & exp. date. 


ORDER TOLL-FREE (800) 626-6095 
In Calif. (800) 826-6146 


CA residents add 6 V 2 % sales tax 


TELL THE WORLD K0£/SERVED! 


From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 


ARMY-NAVY 

AIR FORCE-MARINES 

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride World's largest 
selection of military rings. Over 1000 combinations i/isa or 
MasterCard Money Back Guarantee! 

Sond SI tor full color calilog lodiy. 

T-J JEWELERY CO. 

Box Y S8, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(SuccMsors to Royal Military Jawalry) 


Make Money at Home 
ih Spare Time. No 
Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUNI 
ft REPAIR! 


I « Gun Repair, Customizins, 

B Accurizing • Modern & |T| 

= Black Powder Ballistics |||l 
I •Reloading, Custom-Ammo' 11 

■ Making* Stock Carving„p,^];rv^ 

■ Design Checkering. ' 

I • Firearms importing :' 

I Plus Much. Much More 
I ACCREDITED MEMBER ' 

■ NATIONAL HOME STUDY C0UNCIL= 


•Your love of guns and shooting I 
can lead to an exciting career I 
opportunity! Let leading Arms 
Aperts tram you for a career in gun I 
repair. Federal Gun Law permits | 
licensed trainees to sell arms, j 
ammo without Inventory. VAte { 
show you how to save up to 25% I 
and more on fine guns, acces¬ 
sories, gunsmith supplies! Start 
your ovYn business; or prepare now I 
to be a '‘Gun-Pro." <»«c I 


, nuwc »IUyT vuunuii. - 

1925 (M street. Dept RSC76 Scranton, PA 18508 

I Rush me your free “Gun-Pro" Career Kit. No salesman will visit 

" Name_Age _ 

Address_ 

City/State/Zip_ 

Phone No. ( )_ 
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STEINER SALE! 


An exclusive 
Limited Offer!!! 

The exciting 8 x56MGA 
— vintage WWII style, 
hi-powered nite glass 
binocs — just like 
Rommel’s. They’re big, 
bold and bright! 

#485 (Reg. $499.00) 

SALE: $359.00 




More great Steiner buys: 




7x50 

Commander w C/Rf #375 

SALE: 

$429 


7x35 

Scout w C/Rf 

#373 

SALE: 

$299 


7x50G 

Std. Military 

#275 

SALE: 

$249 


15x80G Observer 

#415 

SALE: 

$599 


CD 

o 

CO 

X 

CO 

Compact 

#280 

SALE: 

$139 


6x30G 

Compact 

#260 

SALE: 

$139 


Plus $3.95 shipping/handling each. 

PA residents add 6% sales tax. 

Vinyl & Cordura cases available — Inquire. 

TO ORDER: 800-233-3251 ext. 500 Anytime! 

For VISA, MasterCard orders only. 

Check/MO to; Ericson Marketing Co., 

1301 Lancaster Ave., Suite 200-SF 
Berwyn. PA 19312 Info: (215) 296-8040 


FREE CaLOH BJ^OCHURE AVAILABLE 
SO-Day No-R^sk Guarantee! 



8x56 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR RADGE 




UCENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 



>LEARN 
EARN 
AT HOME 


■ AUDIO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 


• ELECTRONIC EQUIP. 




NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Men- Women - Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST training available at the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW for lull facts. 




' .-pi, GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE tacts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Private 
inVjBsti^tor. No^obligatipn. No salesman will call. 


■"FiirAii r:dus:jlion Thlfl 


Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 



8 ' 

440 C 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
Thot WorkI 
13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


Photo by Mother 
Earth New* 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parrish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Henderaonvifle. NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
Send SASE for more informotlon 


BANNED BOOKS 


THE FAMOUS 
LOOMPANiCS" CATALOG! 

We offer the world’s most controversial 
and unusual books. Many of our books are 
considered so inflammatory that we cannot 
advertise them In this magazine! 

Here are some ot the subjects we cover: * The 
Underground Economy * Tax Evasion ★ Black 
Markets * Smuggling * Privacy and Hiding Things 

* Concealing Assets ★ Keeping a Low Profile 
it Big Brother it Shadowing and Surveillance 

* Electronic Eavesdropping * Crime and Police 
Science * Frauds and Con Games * Terrorism 

* Police Manuals * Street Fighting and Self 
Defense * Unusual Weapons * Firearms * Guer¬ 
rilla Warfare * Survival * Dropping Out of Sight 

* Uninhabited Islands * Strange Ways of Living 
and Being Free * Unusual Moneymaking Oppor¬ 
tunities * Gambling and Speculation * Anarchism 
and Egoism * Forbidden Philosophies * Alternate 
Energy Sources * And much, much morel 

Our complete catalog is a large 8 V 3 x 11, 
perfect bound book with over 170 illustrated 
pages! It contains nearly 500 of the most 
controversial and unusual books ever 
printedi Send for it today — you will be very 
pleased, we know! 

SOF85 

LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me your catalog. Enclosed Is $2.00. 

Name-—i 

Address--—- 

CIty/Slate/ZIp- 



DON’T DIE 

“THE POCKET SURVIVOR” 

A Cigarette pack sized Kit — in a hinged lid 
metal box — waterproof sealed 

— CONTAINS — 

Compass -i- Cable Saw -i- Cleaning and 
Skinning Blade -i- Fish Hooks -i- Fish 
Line -i- Sinkers + Snare Wire + Signal 
Mirror -i- Utility Cord (210 lb. test) + 
Needles -i- Thread + Matches -i- Striker 
- 1 - Adhesive Bandages -i- Antiseptic 
Swabs + Water Pure Tabs -i- Quart 
Water Container + 5 Gram Glucose 
Energy Supplement 
To Order: Send $8.95 for “The 
Pocket Survivor” plus $1.50 Postage 
& Handling and Mail to: “The Pocket 
Survivor”, P.O. Box 1817, Brevard, 
N.C. 28712. Phone (704) 884-5911. 

' ‘Better to have it. and not need it ’ ’ 

PATENT PENDING 



HOWTO WIN IT 


P 


THE WAR AGAINST 
THE TERRORISTS 

How To Win It by Gayle Rivers, 
author of The Specialist, The Five 
Fingers and The Tehran Contract. 
Counterterrorist Rivers shows how 
Iranian hostage and TWA Flight 847 
debacles could have been solved 
quickly and effectively — before they 
became a media circus. The last 
word on a concrete, tough minded 
program for winning the terrorist 
war. Hardbound, 256 pages, $17.95 
plus $2.00 shipping. Money Order, 
Check, Visa or Mastercard. 

Lancer Militaria 

P. O. Box 886 
Mt. Ida. AR 71957 
(501) 867-2232 
A copy of our latest catalog will be sent 
you on request. 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 

THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Co!. Rex App!egate and Brit¬ 
ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor to the c!assic 
Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife. 

• Custom doubie-edge b!ade 
of 154 cm stainless steel. 

• Critically acclaimed in 
reviews by AMERICAN 
BLADE, KNIFE WORLD, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 
GUNG HO AND GUNS. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
performance and exiusive 
combat features of this weapon 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
32956 State Hwy 36 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 
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FOLDING 

tlFEKNIFE 


Numrich. akms 

CORP West Hurley, NY 12491 


FLIGHT SUITS LTD 


The famous C.I.A. 

Get out of jail free” card 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) In 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. -Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types . " 

“If he IS killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . printed in three colors’ 

SOLD AS A WAR $ 5.00 
RELIC ONLY! 

Devil's Brigade 80 page catolog 

Box 1625 Dept A $1.00 

□Dorado, Ar 71730 (Free with order) 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
5TD-0101.01. Weighs 2^A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector 
Detachable Side Panels 


A 480 page, 2V2 lb. parts catalog^ 
listing military commercial, anti¬ 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt, agen¬ 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 
item. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


LIFEKNIFE does it again! 

The world’s first FOLDING hoi- 
low handle survival knife! S'/z” 
440 stainless lockback blade, Du¬ 
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disinfectant, butter¬ 
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wire, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 + 
3.00 shipping and insurance to: 

LIFEKNIFE 

Box 771 SOF 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 

L Money Back Guarantee J 

^ Calif. Res. Add 6Vi% M 


The Right Stuff 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’*’ to investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” SSLkililZSiS! 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU "■Ejatau 

WANT —and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! R ^ " 

ONLY $18.95 S 


hand-stitched detailing 
our leather A2 flight 
^jacket. Honoring a bold 
g WWII classic, it puts 

‘ /individuality and pride 
^ ’ Made in 

; skin, we Lifetime 
/y Guarantee it. 

Comfortable Dacron 
j| lining, knit wool 
cuffs and waist. 
Sizes 32-50, reg. and 
long. Deep dark brown. 
$195 plus $3 shipping. 
■R|j^^^SgFrom CA add 6% sales tax. 

Check, Visa or Mastercard 
accepted. Call 1-800-223-6976; 
in CA call 1-800-227-6976. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names an<d addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


Request Our Catalog 

1986 edition has 48 pages of 
adventure styles not sold in r 
stores. Send $1 to 1675-D li 
Pioneer, El Cajon, CA 92020. 


I 11623 Slater "C” Box'8410-AP, Fountain VAey. CA 

■ Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please 

■ Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 


to 

tCallfornia residents please add 6% sales lii.| 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FRPE. 


AUGUST 86 
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Leorn the 

SHARPENING SECRETS 

of Q Pro! 



ASSAOU RIFLE SIGHTS 



Mini-14 $45,95 H&K 91,93 $45.95 


A 

AR-15 Front & Rear Combination $55.95 
See your dealer or send $2 U.S. ($4 foreign) for catalog 
Only the best from Millett! 

MillettUSfghts 

16131 Gothard, Huntington Beach CA 92647 • (714) 842-5575 



THE FIRST COMPLETE BOOK 
EVER PUBLISHED ON SHARPENING 

• Contains oil-new unpublished moterial 

• Answers to most osKed questions 

• Exploins the theory of shorpening 

• Step by step sharpening of the most populor 
edged tools 

• Shows YOU how to do it 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 

$ 12.50 

(odd $2 00 shipping/handling) 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

RAZOR EDGE SYSTEMS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 150 DEPT. S-8 
ELY, MN 55731 



ULTIMATE STATEMENT 
T-Shirts 


$10.00 each 
includes p & h 


VIET nnm 

comBRT • 
UETERnn 

Thwv’B A Cynmnee Vm 

US-CIB 


Colors: 
red, white, 
blue, OD 


uiET nnm 

comBRT 

UETERHn 

Thera's A Dlfrerencs >bu Ktkiw! 

US-MAR 


Sure Cure for Moslem Terrorists 



mxSffTAmGUN 

COMBAT 

GAME EQUIPMENT 


• Selection Of Marking Guns 
Single Action & Semi-Auto 

%Waskable Marking Pellets 
(4 Colors) 

• Complete Game Supplies 

• High Cash ProfitjLow Prices 

• No Franchise of Royalty Fees 
m Bulk Rates 

• Prompt Professional Service 
m All Orders Shipped UPS 


Dealer Info. Write; 


THE ULTIMATE GAME; P.O. Box 1856 


Ormond Beacli. Florida 32075 

P,s. CALL US AT: 

904/677-4358 
or 904/677-4363 


MARTYR 


MANUFACTURING 



Can W* Maka One For \bu 7 

MM-000 


White, red, blue 
on Hanes Beefy-T 
OD on std. T-shirt 


Sizes: 

S, M, L, XL 
No COD’S 


MARTYR 

MANUFACTURING 

—itf n ^ 

R^iM DsfAdymMil For* 

Can VWa Make One For 7 


MM-RDF 


Send check or money order to: 
THE ORDNANCE DEPOT 
189 Cobb Pkwy NW A3 
Marietta, GA 30062-3512 



i BI6 
E BORE 
POWER 


^ $129.95 

QUALITY YOU CAN 
COUNT ON.. .TANTO 


At better dealers near you or call. 805/656-5191 

d% cfvrn tmut toll free 

Sss'^s 800/255-47Y6 


HIGH CALIBER SPORT SHIRTS! 
WITH POCKET 



Price Includes Postage & Handling (Shipped First Class Mail) 

Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 

I STATE SIZE & DESIGN NUMBER! | 

SHIRT COLORS: Light Blue. Tan & White 
All Shirts Made in USA! 

For Overseas Air Mail add $2.75/item. 


make payment to: 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS [SLP] 
1105 N. Main St. (Suite 2A) 
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 


We Carry Many Vietnam T-Shirts 
24 Page Catalog $2.00 — Free With 
Purchase From This Ad 


LONG OVERDUE 

T-SHIRTS 


QUE^IOr* TO ^SOVtET WEAPONS OPERATOR: 
How cAn you shool Wi>nv«-n And 

children? 



T-50 


PROTEST THE 
SOVFET^EXTERMINATION 
OF THE 

AFGHAN PEOPLE 


2 

Z 

© 

r 


T-28 





He FI6HTS FOR VOU 


Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 

T-Shirts $9 ■ Each (includes p&h) 

[ Shirts Screened Front & Back; “No Cheap Chariie!” ] 

OD available if specified; STATE & STYLE NO. 
For Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/item. 


make payment to: 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville, FI. 32601 


We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 

Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 
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POWERFUL Crosman 

357 MAGNUM 
Co2 PISTOL 



Very powerful and so authentic! Looks and feels 
like the famous Colt Python. Cock the hammer for 
single shot accuracy or squeeze it back for fast 
shooting — just like on the real one. 6 inch, 
grooved barrel for precision accuracy. Fires .177 
Pellets at a muzzle velocity of 430 Feet Per Second. 
Breaksdown for loading, just replace the speed clip 
that hold 6 pellets. Your magnum comes with an 
extra Speed Clip, Powered by economical C02 Gas 
Cartridges — enough for up to 60 shots without 
re-loading. Adjustable Sights. Weighs 2 lbs. NOT 
SOLD IN N.Y., N.J. OR TO MINORS. 

No. 2238—Crosman 357 Magnum C02 Gun.$49.99 

Ho. 2299—(250 Rounds) ,177 Crosman Pellets..$ 2.99 
No. 2101—Box of 5 C02 Cartridges .$ 3.88 


VISA & MASTERCARD PHONE SERVICE 

Call: (914) 834-7370 Between 
9:30-4:30 Eastern TIME 


Send Order To; FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 861-H 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 
Include $1.90 Postage & Handling. 


PULLOVER (PARKA) 

NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO FINE FABRICSI 

A strong, light-weight, wind 
resistant but breathable f \ / 
parka now available in two ;} 
fine fabrics; (1) 50/50 poly/ I V 
cotton in Woodland 

Camoflage, Olive j \ 

Drab (OD) Green. / ^ /'^ \ 

Navy. Off-White. / ^ \ 

Tan. Black. Grey. / ^ \ 

Lt. Blue, Maroon / . a \ 

and Cactus j\ ) 

(2) 100% Nylon {\ /\ i 

Oxford in Navy, / / ' ^ \ \ 1 

Royal Blue. C' / / \ L * / 

Scarlet. Maroon. 

Silver CBray and 

Kelly Green. . 

SIZES: S(36-38), M(40-42). $0095 

L(44^8) and XL(48-50). 

SIX POCKET BUSH SHORT 

a Made of the tough, 
durable material you 
find in regular fatigues. 
Triple needle stitching 
and bartacks at all 
stress points. Front has 
2 flapped-patch pockets 
and 2 slash pockets. 
The back has 2 patch 
pockets with flaps. 

$i495 SIZES: 24-46 Waist. Available in 

Khaki (100% Cotton) and Woodland 
Camoflage (50% Nylon/50% Cotton). 

State size, color and fabric and enclosea check 
or money order in proper amount plus $3.50 
(Canada: $7.00 in U S. funds) for shipping and 
handling (TN residents add 7% sales tax) to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
2919 NW PARK DRIVE. DEPT. SF, 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921 
Toll Free ($00) 521-7977 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 
CAMOUFLAGE BDU 

(New Issue — 100% Cotton Rip Stop) 

OR TRADITIONAL 50/50 NYCO BDU 

Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 

Pants feature: Double fabric seat 
and knees; 6 pockets (2 slash ^ ! 

front pockets, 2 rear pockets f 

with button flaps, 2 large 
bellows pockets on thighs): 
adjustable waist tab; button 
fly: drawstring cuffs. 

Shirts feature: Double, 
fabric elbows; 4 pockets 
(bellows style). 

Woodland Camouflage 
Available in ( 1 ) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or ( 2 ) 50/50 NyCo. 

Pants or Shirt $^.95 ea. 

Olive Drab (OD) Green 
Available in 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop. 

Pants or Shirt $27.95 ea. 

Tiger Stripe Camouflage 
Available in 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop. 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

S.W.A.T. Black 
Available in 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or 50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Grey Camouflage — Available in 50/50 NyCo. 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Khaki — Available In 100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Pants and Shirts in SIZES: XS, S. M, L, XL (regu¬ 
lar and long). Tell us your chest, height and waist 
measurements when ordering. State size, color 
and fabric and mail proper amount (check or 
money order) plus $3.50 (Canada: $7.00 in U.S. 
Funds) for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MIUTARY DISTRIBUTORS 
2919 NW PARK DRIVE, DEPT. SF, 

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921 
Toll Free (800) 521-7977 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


BOOKS FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


HOW TO RND MliSSINO PERSONS 
by Ronald George Erl keen 2 

This is the single best book on -Tf 

the subject ever published, missinc pers^ j 
L ocate nearly any missing • - ^ 

person. Private detectives, pro- 
cess servers, auto repossessors. A 

and police officers can ail learn 
from this professional manual. V 

Get almost any records you 
need, including credit card MM ■ 

records, telephone company f ^ ■ 

records, post office, utility ■ - - ■ 

companies, drivers license records, and even bank 
and medical records! You can find anyone using this 
book! 5fi X 814, 96 pp, Uluatrated, soft cover. $9.95 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET 
by Burgess LaughUn 

The perfect book for all 
mercenaries! If you're look- 
ing for high-risk, high- 
paying work, try the black 
market! Discusses pay. or- 
ganization. risks, advance- 
ment, culture, society. 1 BcW® 
prices and benefits, as well LJ|Ao||u 
as retailers, wholesalers, 
middlemen, entrepreneurs, 
and their assistants. Every- 

thing from drugs and pimping to people-smuggling, 
gambling and bootlegging, if it's black market, it's in 
this book! 

5'/4 X 8'/4, 144 pp. Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95 

Loompanics Unlimited / PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 


Name_ 

Aririroaa 

City -Slate_Zip_g 

Please enclose $2 for shipping and handling.'^ 
Thank yOu for your order! 


SILVER BULLETS 

COMPANION PENDANTS 

• GREAT VALUE-SOLID SILVER 

• UNIQUE AND BEAUTIFUL 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

^ OR MONEY BACK ^ 

^ ACTUAL SIZE Q 




“HIS” “HERS” 

Exact Exact 
replica of replica 
a Luger of a 25 
9mm. 

ONLY 


* $19.95 $15.95 

^^^OR’eafiTFOR'"^ 

DNLY $35:96 $29.95\ 
SOLID SILVER STERUNG 

FOR YOURSELF OR AS A GIFH- 

Also available in solid 14K Gold 
‘HIS’ over V 2 oz. $299 
‘HERS’ over Vs oz. $199 ONLY 


OR BOTH FOR $496 $398 
PERFECT FOR ANY OCCASION 
GIFT 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
TO: SVS MGT CORR 
RO. BOX 36796 

PHOENIX, AZ ^ 

85067 - 

for 

Shipping 
^ Handling 

^ Arizona Res. Add 6 ’/ 2 % Tax 


1986 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 



M l llgl i 




SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated to pro¬ 
western Afghan resistance groups selected by 
the SOF staff. These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition and medical 
supplies as specified by the groups receiving 
assistance. No funds collected will be expended 
for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder^ CO 80306 
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For further information, please contact: R. Cort Kirkwood, Gulf Out of Angola Project, The Conservative Caucus, Inc., 
National Headquarters, 450 Maple Ave., E., Vienna, VA 22180, (703) 893’1550, Howard Phillips, Chairman 


GEOn&E miER 


(0^1^ Out of Angola 


Chairman of the Board 
Chevron Corporation 


Out of Angola 


IF YOU SEE THIS MAN, ASK HIM WHY HE IS SUBSIDIZING 
THE KREMLIN’S AFRICAN MILITARY BUILDUP. 


or Aid and comrort Annually to 
America’s Soviet Enemy in 
Cuban-Occupied Angola. 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written ciesrly with authorizing signa> 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Name, address and telephone are to be included in the 
count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such 
as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. We reserve the right to delete or change any copy 
which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada. 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (107) _ 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on ten-or- 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (117) 


GOLD DOG TAGS 

\ ^ Turn your treasured Dog 

Tags into a unique piece of 
S *S\ jewelry. Finest quality 

^ 24 karat electroplated for 

I beautiful finish & durabili- 

/ ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
^ $19.95 each, two for 

’ nnt' » $34.95. Exact duplicates 

■ . $24.95, plus $3 p&h. We 

. are offering a special price 
on a gold filled custom 
chain for only $23.95. Send tag(s) and check or money 
order to: Custom Electro Plating, Dept. F. P.O. Box 34?, 
Dumont, N.J. 07628. Call (201) 384-7442 for volume 
discount. Write or call for Free Full Line Brochure. 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (candies, bombs, pots, 
grenades) - largMt, most complete selection of brand-new 
smoke products. Capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic feet 
of dense smoke in from 30 seconds to about 6 minutes. Excel¬ 
lent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, 
war games, etc. V^e pay all shipping charges to the original 48 
states. Also flare guns, meteor and parachute flares, tear gas, 
military knives, and much more! Send $2 (refundable with 
order) for catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K15, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (106) 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 




DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
saw. hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
’ Rugged 9'A’‘ knife. 5” blade. 


$y95 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN, SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR¬ 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 


PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF8. Orlando. FL 32860. 

(113) _ 

NATO KNIFE: "Commando" style 8" auto-open. Wholesale 
$12.95 each, two for $23.95. KNIFE. 13401 Finsbury Ct., No. 
2, Laurel. MD 20708. (108) _ 

DISCREET SERVICE, holding, mail, remailing. Telephone, 
address, secure, any cumency — PO Box 1213, Mt. Plesant, 
TX 75455. (107) _ 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS— 
author Duncan Long details modern military, police and civilian 
combat weapons in this practical guide. 8l/^x11, hardcover, 
photos, illus., appendices. 152 pp. Send $22.95 ppd to PALA- 
DIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-LSD. Boulder. CO 80306. (106) 
LRRP—WILDERNESS SKILLS, survival courses. Adventure 
treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, USA, Dept. 
SOF. PO Box 873. Rome, NY 13440. (109) 


LAMINATED 

leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported. 

IF 8POKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGULARLY $14.95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 
MIDWEST KNIFE CO.. Dept. S-3012. 9043 S. Western Ave.. 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mail orders only. Our 48th year. (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL — 2 knivee for $18.00 prepaid. 

FIREWORKS— Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3H, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (110-lt) 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
Bons; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han¬ 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP. 316 California Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno. NV 89509. (104-lt) 


THE DAVID SLING 

L/K£ THE SUNG D AVtP KILLED GOLU ATH WITH 


ONLY 

V ^ 12 ®® 

(Prepaid) 


Use 30 Days I 
At Our Risk 


I Inquiries Invited 

I Super powerful David Sling, I 

- The Ultimate survival and ■ 

I hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be ■ 

■ kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' I 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 
I out of the air. kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. | 
“ Astound friends, great for Hunters. Farmers, Campers, ■ 
I Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive I 

- instruction book included. Send $12.95 + 32.00 for | 

I P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res. add 6% Safes Tax. ■ 

I PHL CORP. I 

I^^STATE RD., PARMA, OH 44134 • (216) 241-4404 I 


TRACKING: A BLUEPRINT FOR LEARNING HOW. teaches 
you to read the clues that let you know who else is sharing your 
environment. Written by Jack Kearney, the famous Border 
Patrol tracker, who caught thousands of criminals, fugitives, 
and smugglers with his amazing skill, this book is the ultimate 
word on a disappearing art. Send $13.95 to: PATHWAYS 
PRESS, 525 Jeffree Street. Suite F, El Cajon, CA 92020. (107) 

PEN GUN .22 cal — you construct with ordinary tools and 
hardware store materials. Copyrighted and guaranteed. Rush 
$4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650(12), Carolina. PR 00628. (106) 

BRASS CATCHER FOR YOUR AUTOMATIC HANDGUN. 

Attaches to your right hand NOT THE GUN. Total weight 2V4 
ounces. Information/orders call TOLL FREE 1-(800) 824-6853 
(in Oregon (503) 686-9844). 30-day money-back guarantee. 
VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED — $24.95 POSTPAID. 
CATCH-ALL PRODUCTS. PO Box 2522, Dept. No. 1502C, 
Eugene. OR 97402. (106) _ 

POLICE-COMBAT EQUIPMENT—DISCOUNTED! Huge 
catalog - $1 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, 
CA 92020. (106-1) 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
fits-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE J. 
PEDERGNANA JR.. PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (108- 
ck) _ 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY. PO Box 90007, Casper. WY 
82609. (116-lt) 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE. 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix. AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (109) 


The Original 



ADVENTURER’S" 

BULLWHIP 




Thick, 

High-Grade 

K* Leather 

From: 

CAnii BARON " LEATHER CO. 



• WHIP-HANDUNG Instructions Included. 

The HIGHEST QUAUIY. TOUGHEST BUU.WHIPS 
AvarlaDle - PerTeclIy BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

; MC, Check P.O. box 100724 Dept. SOF-S , 
^or M.O. To San Antonio. TX 78201 _ , 


M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats — first model -high peak- 
$18.50 ppd. Khaki, black OD, or camouflage, sizes S.M.L.XL. 
100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD., 635 Jefferson Street, 
Dept. SG, Fairborn, OH 45324. (513) 879-5579. (108-2) 

BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
80%. huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed. Fast service, 
catalog $2. FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS. Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862. (108-lt) 

DISCREET MAIL FORWARDING and telephone retrieval ser¬ 
vices tailored to individual needs. EXECUTIVE ADDRESSES, 
1616 - 17th Street, Suite M-76. Denver. CO 80202. Ph. (303) 
628-5465. (106) 

THE IMF WANTS YOU! International Merc Forces Newsletter 
special product listing offers you a chance to become a lifetime 
associate member for discounts of special survival products, 
plus receive the elegant official IMF pin, wall plaque and manu¬ 
al. Send $20 to: INT’L MERC FORCES, 2973 Harbor Blvd., Ste 
300, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. (106-lt) _ 

BOUNTY HUNTING— legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment Information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90. Depew, NY 14043. (110) 





MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA ^ VICTNAM 


Full Size U.S. and^ietnamesl Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
award ed you or your family. Guaranteed! 

o free catalog: o 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


SIGNATURE LOANS— by mail - $1.000 to $10,000. Also debt 
consolidation services — up to $10,000. No co-signers, no 
collateral. No credit checks, details: send SASE to HENRY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, 3101 73rd Lane N.. Minneapolis, MN 
55443. (106) _*_ 

COVERT NEWS— newsletter, $10 year.^i^'overseas. $2 
sample. Money orders only to: SCANNIN NLIMITED, PO 
Box 14571, West Allis, Wl 53214. (107) 
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A BRfDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide network of militaria collectors when you adver¬ 
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE. PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-8. Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (107) _ 

WWiI GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 1320B. (113)_ 


- NEW BOOK - 
THE ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF (SOUTH) VIETNAM 

•65 DiffBTBnt Awards *80 Photos *120 Classes •Ribbon Chart In 
Color *10 whom awarded & why-fully described. The most detailed 
comprehensive book ever written on this subject and the 1st ever 
published in the United States. t14.9A * S1.50 SMppiiiQ. Vha A 
MCaccMMl. 

Bob Htlif, P.O. Box S-69-3360. Miami. FL 33169 


OFFICIAL ST. MICHAEL’S Airborne Medallion sterling silver, 
13/16” X 1 ”, 24” chain, $19.95 ppd. EAGLE LTD., 635 Jeffer- 
son Street (SF), Fairborn, OH 45324. (513) 879-5579. (108) 

WEAPONS AND WARFARE PRESS; your discount source, 
hundreds of military history books; 64-page catalog $5 (refun¬ 
dable; free magazine!) More information, LSASE. 218C 
Beech, Bennington, VT 05201. (106) 

WE ARE LIVE FREE the force for life and freedom. We believe 
that life is worthless without freedom and that true freedom 
belongs only to those who can protect and control their own 
lives. We provide: regional training activities, monthly newslet¬ 
ters, Instructor's certification, mail network, group affiliation, 
radio network, discount programs, coumputer network and 
more. Sample newsletter and literature $2,1 year membership 
only $15. LIVE FREE, Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426. (106) 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Applications, instructions, “guide", 
wholesalers, etc., $4 (refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 5070FN, 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (106-1) _ 

BIG MAPS! Over 50,000 military, travel, intelligence, survival, 
topographic, political and other maps!Catalog $3 (refundable). 
ALLIED, Drawer 5070FO. Glendale. AZ 85312. (106-2) 

VIETNAM MAPS, 15 war-era map set, $3.95. Patrol quads list 
$2 (refundable). Both $5. ALLIED, Drawer 5070FG, Glendale, 
AZ 85312. (106-3) _ 

BULLETPROOFING! "Make body armor, shirts", $2.95. “Bul¬ 
letproofing Homes”, walls, $2.95. “Bulletproof glass secrets”, 
$1.95. All three $6,951 ALLIED, Drawer 5070FH. Glendale, AZ 
85312. (106-4) 


DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 


MACKEMZIE VALLEY TiriBERWOLVES 



[ Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
i from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; wolf and up,, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only . 

i therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


BADGES. CUSTOM MADE— your specifications. Huge 
selectnn. Giant catalog, $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jack- 
man, Ei Cajon, CA 92020. (106-2) _ 

MILITARY .SURPLUS—chemical warfare equipment, military 
clothirv; iG 'oment, decorations, manuals. Self-addressed 
stamp; " envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 4253F, 

Lancr 93539-4253. (107) _ 

IS IT ‘ ‘ * Su CAN BUY JEEPS for $44 through the US 
Gove 2et the facts today! Call (312) 742-1142, ext. 

_ 

BOOKi ^*.^UALS. ALL SUBJECTS— publishers. Dis¬ 
counted^’!. ^ catalog - $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Ca- 
jon, CA 92CJi. (106-3) _ 

LISTENING DEVICES— The Bionic Ear (TM)/The Action Ear 
(TM). Free brochure. THE ORIENT CONNECTION. 1604 
Grand Avenue, Suite 169 SOF, Waukegan, IL 60085. (107) 


"WE HAVE MANY THINGS that can’t be advertised in this 
magazine. Free catalog. DEVL CORP., PO Box 3565, Center¬ 
line, Ml 48015.” (106) 


AMERICAN TARGET 
T-SHIRT 

LET THE WORLD know that no one 
can terrorize Americans. High Quality 
T-shirt in white, gray, or blue, XS, 
SM, L, XL. Send $9.95 ($8.95 for two 
or more) to EJ,T. Co., P.O. Box 
2891, Norman, Oklahoma 73070. 


AMERICAN 



WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE precious metal military jewel¬ 
ry. Also unusual jewelry such as skulls, dragons, creatures, 
warriors, cobras etc. Send $2 for a very unusual brochure. 
ACTION JEWELRY DESIGNS. PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff. AR 
71611 .( 106 ) _ 

"FIREWORKS— Rockets, Firecrackers, Roman Candles, 
much more! Shipped year-round, free catalog. WHOLESALE 
FIREWORKS, Dept. F., 418 W. Broadway, Farmington, NM 
87401." (106) _ 

STAND IN THE DOOR! And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your militaria ASAP when you advertise in The Military Ex¬ 
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-8, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea. 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C. Nashville. TN 37201. (108-1-ck)_ 


AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also. Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS. PO Box 3107C. 
Uptown Station. Nashville, TN 37219. (108-2-ck) 



30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 


WANTED: Military. POW mall, etc. What have you? Descrip¬ 
tion/photocopy; your price/my offer. WAR COVERS, Box 
22338, Kansas City, MO 64113. (106) _ 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG! Ultimate privacy techniques. 
Secret hiding places. Cash income opportunities. Financial 
privacy. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (110-1) _ 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
( 110 - 2 ) _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (110-3) _ 

CAMOUFLAGE MEDIC’S SCRUB SHIRT— US Military style 
woodland pattern. Size S,M,L,XL. $19.95 each, add $3 ship¬ 
ping. QURIND, 40 E. Papago N.C., Dept. 3, Tempe, AZ 85281. 

(107) _ 

WISH TO BUY OLD DEFAULTED Austrian and German 
Bonds issued in US $ 1920-1935 period. Particularly City of 
Vienna / Tyrol Hydro Electric / Government of Austria 1930 
International Loan-Rhine / Westphalia Electric Power Co. 
Please Air Mail xeroxes of what you have and other particulars. 
WILLIAM THOMAS HARDISON JR. / PO Box90857/ Nashvil¬ 
le. TN 37209-0857 /Tel: (615) 297-0273 / Telex 221500 asas 

att: W T H. (106) _ 

"KNIVES— Free wholesale catalog. Large selection to 
choose from. Fast service. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, 
Dept. SOF, Des Plaines. IL 60016." (107) _ 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (107) _ 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, island Uke. IL 
60042. (105-lt) _ 

ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac¬ 
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signaling applica¬ 
tions. MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello, Idaho 83202. (109) 


“IF THIS GETS INTO THE HANDS OF THE KGB, it's curtains 
for the free world”, Impressive rubber stamp — great for cor- 
respondance $8. Other rubber stamps, “TOP SECRET” $5, 
“EYES ONLY” $5, “THE BEARER OF THIS DOCUMENT IS 
ACTING UNDER THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY. DO NOT DE¬ 
TAIN OR QUESTION HIM” $8. rubber stamps for the security 
and intelligence professional! Free catalog, add $2.50 for post¬ 
age per order, guaranteed! CLOAK AND DAGGER PUBLICA¬ 
TION, 825A 25th Street. Ogden. UT 84401. (106-3)_ 


VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, D1 pins. 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115-ck) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F. Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-lt) _ 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs. many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street. Newton. NJ 07860. (108-lt) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE—for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67. 
St. Charles. MO 63302, USA. (107) _ 

KNUCKS—Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY. PO Box 1754, Matthews. NC 28105. (108) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY—Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies. Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2. 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing. NY 
11354. (Ill-It) 


BRAND NEW...U.S.A. Made... Genuine. 
Vietnam Proven. Canvas nylon uppers, 
ventilated insoles. Great for sport, work, 
leisure. Whole & half sizes. 6-12, regular & 
^^^wide. G1 List 254. plus HEAVY 

0700 CLEATED 

O / Shipping SOLE 

S & S SUPPLY CO., Box 1181, Waycross, GA 31502 



BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800’s to 
date, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head- 
wear. Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $3 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A., 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. CA 90403. (107-lt) 


GENUINE U.S. MEDALS—Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star—$35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST, MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline. MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 


REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage, confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (106) 


FREE: TWG CERTIFICATE with order of catalog. $1 refund¬ 
able. Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE, Postfach 1515. 6460-C, Geln¬ 
hausen, West Germany. (106) 



Gl SUPPLY 201-875-3252 
R.R. #1 BOX 782 Dept. SOF 
AUGUSTA, N.J. 07822 


For 200 
Item 
Catalog! 


We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock .or stake It as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
youdiry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
■cniwtirHi maBL'ta Oft Of y OlJ 

-r'='wr 

gladly accepted NOCOO s All merchandise is 1[l0^i|.dA'^IMa 
Residents of Alaska. Hawaii and Puerto Rico addfirS loriniciii«i 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville. TN 37205. (107-lt) _ 

FIREWORKS— fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE- 
VICES, Box 711-SI6. Grand Haven. Ml 49417. (112) 

"RHODESIA VETERANS! For information concerning the 4th 
annual Rhodesia Veterans Reunion, Contact SAM HINZE, PO 
Box 543, Stuttgard, Arkansas 72160, or call (501) 673-4644." 
(107) 


ADOLPH HITLER WW II on Cassette Tape. A 
thrilling new story on Reich Fuhrer right up to 
his death in the bunker. ONLY SI0.95. 



Send S10.95 Cash. Check or M.O.. 


ED’S MAILORDER 

P.O. Box 909 
Glendale, AZ 85311-0909 
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PHYSICAL CONDITIONING— When your life depends on it. 
Exercise: The Final Word. $3. O’BRIEN, Box 232, Massape- 
qua, NY 11758. (106)_ 

CUSTOM PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATE. With your 
name, or message in red, black, blue, green, silver, brown or 
white. Choose one color for background and one color for 
letters. Only $9.95 plus $2 P&H (no CODs please) to: PLATES, 
6905 Western, Chicago, IL 60645. (105) 



UNIQUE 

CATALOG 


SECURITY 

& 

MILITARY 


New 1986-87 Edition 
now avallablet 

This 40-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
- find in any other catalogs! 

Includes U.S.. British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shipping, unique selection, fast service. This 
40-page catalog is an essential catalog for ail SOF readers. 
Price is $2, deductable from first order. Free catalog. 

ALCAN, INC-n P.O. Box 2187, fl«llinghain, WA 98227 


OSS WEAPONS AND DEVICES! Highest quality reprint of 
original 1944 catalog! Illustrations and detailed descriptions of 
silenced weapons, fighting knives, secret cameras, espionage 
equipment! 75 pages! Finest original reference on WW I! spy 
equipment! $9.50 plus $2,50 postage! Guaranteed! CLOAK 
AND DAGGER PUBLICATIONS, 825A 25th Street. Ogden. 
UT 84401. (106-1)_ 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE— a picture history! Large size, 
official photographic history of US Military Intelligence! Hun¬ 
dreds of Intelligence related photos on spies, codes, MAC/ 
SOG etc.! 195 pages, softcover. Rush $16.50 plus $2.50 post¬ 
age! Guaranteed! Free catalog! CLOAK AND DAGGER PUB¬ 
LICATIONS, 825A 25th Street. Ogden. UT 84401. (106-2) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to 'A mHe to any FM radio. | 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not inci.) 

Cell (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95-^ $1.00 shipping per 
Hem to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD'S accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other spedaity items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



TIME CAPSULES— quality precision molded ABS — re¬ 
usable—durable. 6" X12" - $34.95; 6” x 16" - $39.95; 6” x 24" 
- $54.95; 6" x 48" - $84.95. Includes shipping 48 states. 
C.O.D., cash, MO. checks OK. NJC COMPANMY, 457 W. 
Allen Ave., No. 101, San Dimas. CA 91773. (714) 599-8467. 
(106) _ 



50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/S/M/L/XL 


U-26B in Black $30.00 

U-26W In White $35.00 

U-26C Woodland Camo $35.00 


Include $1.00 for Catalog and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 


P.O. Box 64 Dept. SOF 
Island Lake. IL 60042 

815/455-3403 Dealer prices available 


MONEY— the right way to make more from overseas employ¬ 
ment. Packed with facts by we who have "been there". En¬ 
dorsed by experts. Money-back guarantee. $4.95. O.N.E. 
WORLDWIDE INC., PO Box 1773, Land O’Lakes. FL 33539. 
(107)_ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $2 (refundable) to: J.C. THOMPSON. PO Box 20403-S. 
Seattle. WA 98102. (106)_ 

PROTECT YOUR GUNS from rusting. No oils, greases, or 
sprays. Dispenser automatically releases invisible, odorless, 
non-toxic patented vapor which coats all surfaces with thin 
molecular film. Complies with MIL-I-22110B. Order product 
MP-$5.95 or send SASE for literature. NEW DAWN PROD- 
UCTS, PO Box 1053, Agoura, CA 91301. (106)_ 

SHOOTING ACCESSORIES— factory direct 55 rd shotgun 
bandoleer $19.95. Sig-Asuer Nylon Shoulder Holster $34.95. 
SAS leg holster 45 auto $33.95. MADE IN USA. Add $2 post¬ 
age, free catalog. MIL-TECH, INC., PO Box 584-S. Nevada. 
MO 64772. (417) 667-6667. (106-lt) 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

* 12 ” 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Model 

K.99.A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed ff Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-8-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


“BOMB LYBIA” T-shirt, unique silk-screen. State: 1) size, 2) 
red, white, dark green, dark blue, 3) second choice in color. 
Cashier’s check only. $10 plus $1.95 postage to: D. COPE- 
LAND, PO Box 863, Mexla, TX 76667. (106)_ 

VIET-NAM COLLECTORS: Chicom holsters, combat tapes, 
ARVN/VC/NVA flags, propaganda, ‘Nam T-shirts, more — 
enclose 22-cent stamp for catalog to BHP, Box 56F, Fayette¬ 
ville. AR 72702. (106) 


NEW!! 


^ The Original ADVENTURER'S? 
Urgest, Longest, Ca Sbd h 

LOCKBUDEFOLDERS DUELING KNIFE 

In The World! 

• OPENED 

• 9^:’ X 2" Folded 

• TW" LONG TEMPERED STAINLESS 
TOLEDO STEEL BLADE I'A" WIDE . 

• SIX STEEL LOCKING , 

.y 


TEETH 
> SOLID BRASS 
BOLSTERS 


THE ORIGINAL GYPSY DUEUNG 
KNIFE Us«d In Duets All Over 
EUROPE And In The Casbahs ol 
CASABUNCA, 
KHARTOUM 
& CAIRO. 

• HANDMADE 
& PERFECTLY 
EL-BALANCED* 
in Europe by 
EUROPEAN ARMORERS 



SOLD AS COLLECTORS ITEMS 
ONLY, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR obeying your LOCAL 
LAWS. 

"Beware Of Cheap Imaaiions " 


PRICES: 

original 

«ir'-%“plNEO $99.95 

Custom Molded Leather Scabbard 
(Or<g. Mod Onlyl COfi ftc 
(RrctvRusset* or Black} . UD 

X-tra Lge SULTAN MODEL 

21W * OPENED $139.95 

THE ONLY DUEUNG 
LOCKBLADES AVAILABLE 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS (512) 697-8900 
SenovtsA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC. Check P O- BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-8 

or MO (o San Antonio, TX 78201 


ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADES OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (106)_ 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder. CO 80306. (107) _ 

MAIL PRIVACY! (Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City. UT 84111. (107) 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE, 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (104-lt) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES / 

The Folding BALISONG ^ 

knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the workinr 
portion of the knife, 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open dr 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

*8™ Ea. 

and *1“ UPS charges 
WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT. P-8-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 


Gl JOE OFFICIAL ACCESSORIES, (ID bracelet) or (dog lag 
and ID sticker) $3 each. Both sets $5 postpaid. RICHMOND 
NEWS, 47 Richmond Street, Providence, Rl 02903. (107) 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. Kevlar construction stops .45 
hardball, plus. $125 postpaid. Info $1. FFWNSE, PO Box 3347, 
Boulder, CO 80307. (107-1) 


LEARN BASIC ROCKCLIMBING AND RAPPELUNG. Inten¬ 
sive 2-day course $100. Send SASE to DARRELL, PO Box 
3347, Boulder, CO 80307. (106-2) 



BUSHPILOT WIIVGS 

S5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 

RO. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


“NUKE THE BASTARDS!”. Bumper sticker. $2. T-shirt $7.95. 
P.W., Dept. SF, PO Box 709, Pmdenville, Ml 48651. (106) 

FREE FLYER! Largest selection gun-oriented T-shirts, Colt 
UZi, Winchester, many morel AMERICAN HOUSE. 8 Sandy 
Street. E. Northport, NY 11731. (106) _ 

SAVE UP TO 90% on Military and Martial Arts equipment, 
books, survival supplies and MORE! FREE \NFORMATION! 
DCD ENTERPRISES, Box 65275, Dept. TSA-1, West Des 
Moines. lA 50165. (106) 



CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTOR? Australia's own pattern uni¬ 
forms now available. Shirt $40, FULL SUIT $75. Sizes 
S,M,L,XL. Send US funds. TROOP-ISSUE MILITARY, PO Box 
487, Sunnybank, OLD AUSTRALIA. (106)_ 

SINAI— Multinational Force and Observer’s patch. These ex¬ 
tremely rare patches will soon become a thing of the past. 
Worn by US Forces while on duty in the Sinai. They are a 
genuine collectors item. Send $5 to: SHARP, 350A Dupuis 
Drive, Clarksville. TN 37042. (106) 


ARREST VIotatonIj 

1 if; 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reli^ce can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity- Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to Justice, protect 
the innocent- Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 

I make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest invtatiiga- 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement e« -iproent 
. . the sam#* went 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Servic'* your 

dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% anr. ail 

equipment. Send for free details. 

ApjHVved by Calif. Dept, of Public lnx\ 


USE 

SECRET T" ' 
EQUIPMENT 

tamHIanct Equta<naMl. 
Crinidwtaiir KlU, Miu. 
•rlalctu Ttltphoiitt, Ltf 
Helttin, Laekplck 6 hm, 
tailtt-Praol Vatts, lafrarai 
N)|lrl Saopat, Rapgalllai 


lUTu 



THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective ' 

^ DEPT. SF608, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, 

I Rush me your "Detaetive" Career Kft—No saleam. 

\m^ _ 

I Mtnu - 

J Clly/Btala/Zlp____ 


wilt call. I 

-1 

— _ J 
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RUSSIAN BELTS & BUCKLES, brass with Red Star Insignia 
$22, original cap Insignias $16, Officer $20, Repo Paratrooper 
Badge $17. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (106-9) 

PROUD ‘NAM VETS—now available, commie buster Vietnam 
T-shirt. 2 colors on heavy gray shirt. Specify size, send $9 to: 
A.M.S., PO Box 5035, Dept. F, Old Bridge, NJ 08857. (106) 

M33 “BASEBALL” GRENADES $9, Mkl “Pineapple" Gre¬ 
nade $8, M26 “Lemon" Grenade $9. All have moving parts, 
inert. M31 Rifle Grenade $14. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (106-3)_ 

BEHIND THE LINES! Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard to reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
militaria! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE. PO Box 693. Dept. 
SF-8, Boulder. CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 

FIREWORKS, M-80 SALUTES, smoke. 100s of items. 4-day 
delivery. Low prices. Catalog $1. POB1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (108)_ 

SPETSNAZ BALLISTIC KNIVES $75, Fallschirmiager Grav¬ 
ity knives $40. Send 50 cents for catalog. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. (106-4)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE and metal unit badges. Abso¬ 
lutely genuine. PLUS original prints of military vehicles and 
uniforms. Authentic elephant hair bracelets $15. Send $1 for 
price list to COMMAND POST. 3025 Highway 31 South, 
Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 663-5678. (108)_ 

NUTS! THE BATTLE OF BASTOGNE may be history, but a 
Military Exchange classified ad will grab those militaria collec¬ 
tors you want to reach today! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-8, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 



These are New, Quality U.S. Mfg. 100% WCX)L, from Original German 
Patterns. (NOT Asian Made cotton Junk). . . Send only $25.00 & size 
& color (Black or Reid Green)... We Pay Postage... If you collect W.W.#2 


. . . send 2-stamps for illustrated list of items available ONLY . . . 

NO-PLACE-BUT-W.W. 2 LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


BRITISH ELITE FORCES BERETS, S.A.S. tan Beret $25, 
Marine Commando green Beret $24, Parachute Regiment Ma¬ 
roon Beret $25. All with insignia — current catalog $1. B.M.S., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (106-5)_ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. SPEC, Dept, 1285, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. {112-lt)_ 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE CAPS, current issue “Lizard" 
camouflage only $15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(106-6)_ 

CONFIDENTIAL FLORIDA ADDRESS. Mail forwarding/re¬ 
ceiving. Code name fine. Street address. Many services avail¬ 
able. Write: ROSS PUBLICATIONS. PO Box 5335, Gaines- 
ville, FL 32602. (106)_ 

Gl SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & used), 
includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, etc. 
Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT, Dept. SF, 4300 High- 
way 20, Buford, GA 30518. (106)_ 

INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP TRACING— track down anybody, 
anywhere. Learn special techniques and trick for locating cred¬ 
it skips, missing persons and persons in hiding. Manual in¬ 
cludes confidential list of telephone company "C/NA” numbers 
which may help locate people. Send $8, CM TECHNOLOGY, 
Dept. SF, Box 5633, Washington, DC 20016. (107) 



AGENT ORANGE MAP — FREE TO VIETNAM VETS. Send 
SASE. ALLIED. Drawer 5070FP, Glendale, AZ 85312. (106-6) 

"RED TRACER BULLETS”, homemade — $3. “Rifles vs 
Aircraft", new — $3. Both publications $5. ALLIED, Drawer 
5070FW. Glendale, AZ 85312. (10-7)_ 

ARE YOU A FATALIST? Do you believe that somewhere 
there's a bullet cast with your name on it? You can try to avoid 
it, or you can obtain it! To obtain it, send $5 plus $1 P&H with 
your name to: KNARF ENTERPRISES, PO Box 325, W. Chl- 
cago, IL 60185. (106-1)_ 

THE LEGENDARY SILVER BULLET with your name on it! A 
beautiful solid silver .30 cal. bullet engraved with your name. 
Made to hang from a necklace, dog tags, or key ring. ONLY 
$33 plus $1 P&H, Send check/money order to: KNARF EN- 
TERPRISES, PO Box 325, W. Chicago, IL 60185. (106-2) 


ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 Mhz FM, with battery box, antenna, 
crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/pair. PRC-510 Back¬ 
pack Radio (Canadian version of Gl PRC-10), transmits- 
receives 38-55 MHz FM continuous tuning, with battery box, 
antenna, handset: $39.50 apiece, $77.50/pair. Factory mint 
PRC-9 Backpack Radio, transmits-receives 28-38 MHz FM 
continuous tuning: $52.50 apiece, $77.50 with good condition 
battery box, antenna handset. Factory mint R-108 Vehicle/ 
Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50. R-748 Receiver. ISO- 
ISO MHz single channel AM: $27.50. 45-day replacement 
guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BAYTRONICS, 
Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky. OH 44870. (105)_ 

NEW OD ARMY JUNGLE FATIGUES, medium-regular, $45 
set postpaid. ALAIN MASON, Box 99317, Stockton, CA95209. 
(106) 


WEST COAST CANADIAN WILDERNESS valley producing 
trap-line, uninhabited boat/plane access only. Lifetime own¬ 
ership — $10,000. (604) 935-6784. Box 3, Whaletown, B.C.. 
Canada V0P-1Z0. (106)_ 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE, secretely obtain confidential postal 
and DMV records, unlisted phone numbers, birth/death, credit 
and confidential court records. Author reveals every source, 
method and trick known. Locate old friend, lost lovers, debtors 
and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE send $11.95 
plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-A W. Santa Clara, 
Santa Ana, CA 92706. (106)_ 

TELEPHONE “HOT”? Your most sensitive home or office 
conversations may be traveling right through your telephone 
and down the line to an eavesdropper’s listening post — even 
though the telephone is hung up! In counterspy language, it’s 
called a “hookswitch bypass." A tiny component costing less 
than 10 cents turns any telephone into a powerful espionage 
tool. The victim and the phone company never know. Learn all 
about this threat as well as the simple methods for checking 
your phone and even preventing such an attack. Our complete, 
illustrated report just $10. CM TECHNOLOGY, Dept. SF, Box 
5633, Washington. DC 20016. (107)_ 

RHODESIAN “BRUSH” CAMOUFLAGE, shirts $40, pants 
$45, Hats $17, Field Jackets $70. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA accepted! (106-8) 

MINIATURE WIRELESS MICROPHONES! Top quality, abso¬ 
lute lowest prices! Use any FM receiver. Send $2 for catalog 
(refundable with order). FAILSAFE ELECTRONICS, 504 West 
24th Street, Suite 129, Austin, TX 78705. (106) 

AMERICAN OPINION: scholarly, useful. World view based on 
nationaiist historical, economic and political principles. 
Answers questions; Why did the US lose In Viet Nam? Why Is 
the US on the verge of becoming a third rate nation? Money- 
back guarantee. Student rates. $2/issue; 12 lssLFes/year/$15. 
Write: ANHP, Suite 161, 225 Rte 110 & Allen Blvd., Farming- 
dale, NY 11735. (106)_ 

WWiI RELICS! CHEAPER THAN Globe, WWII Ltd., Collec¬ 
tor’s Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illus¬ 
trated catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS. Box 361-D, Cam- 
bridge, MN 55008. (108)_ 

ASKINS’ AUTOBIOGRAPHY: GUNS, Guts. & Glory marks 
the career of this paratrooper, border patrolman. International 
Shooting Champion, big game hunter and top gun writer. $25 
autographed, $20.95 un-inscribed, prices included tcixes, 
packaging, postage. Allow 4-6 weeks. Order from: TEJANO 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 1836-G, San Antonio. TX 78296. 
(106) 


ACGlMCNini INSIGNIH & UlCflPONflV 

SAS • RAF • BLACK UJAKH 

PARA •AM • CAMCAONS 

ASDO « AN • GURADS 



Import Cololog $£»00 
BAITISH ftCGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportfn«Ak-4 

P.O. Box 50473 • Noshvlile, TN 37205 


TEXAS REMAILS-Dallas — metro-plex — confidential 

remails. $1 complete. Send to: AGENCY, PO Box 460547, 
Garland, TX 75042. (106)_ 

KNIVES, SWORDS, SURVIVAL, Historic and many related 
weapons. Also butterflies or folders, many models $9 half- 
dozen. Legal switchblade kits $16 and up. Catalogs $2. DE 
INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 10306. (106)_ 

“LEADER OF THE PACK,” shape your dog’s instincts for 
protection without risk. Learn and apply wolf psychology to 
your dog. Learn: socialization, pack training, obedience, track¬ 
ing, dog psychology, and pack (natural) protection. 140 pages, 
$11.95. For Information: PACK PUBLISHING. PO Box 16163, 
Panama City, FL 32406. (106)_ 

SELF-DEFENSE COURSES: practical self-defense. Knife 
fighting. Weight training. Free Information. Rush SASE to: 
LIBRA ENTERPRISES. 486(SF) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 
94127. (108)_ 

FREE BALI-SONG BUTTERFLY KNIFE with any order of 
$200 or more of Rhodesian or S.A. camo. South African night 
pattern (gray and black) Rhodesian authentic, original style 
and pattern field jackets $75 (Rhodesian not hooded), pants 
(6-pocket) $40, shorts $35, hats $12, T-shirts $8.50. Specify 
South African/Rhodesian, S,M,L,XL. Jackets XXL. Add $5 
shipping and handling for each order. Send check or money 
order: VETERANS SUPPLY, PO Box 93823, LA, CA 90093. 
(106) 


SECRET MAIL is back. Keep yourself discreet. A low-profile 
remail service. Contact: H.M., PO Box 52117. Miami, FL 
33152. (106) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE ” 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

‘THE GREAT KEN HALE” 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 
No personal checks, please. 


WW2 MAP—POSTER. Exact full-size (32x24), full-color, two- 
sided reproduction of ALCOA’s 1943 “GLOBAL WAR” Map. 
Divisional emblems, insignias, ratings for Army, Navy, 
Marines; aircraft identification, flags, markings (Allied and 
Axis): MUCH MORE. Great to display. Send $4.95 ($5.95 flat) 
to: MAPS, Box 728, Lynch, KY 40855. IMMEDIATE SHIP- 
MENT. (106)_ 

MILITARY HISTORY, technology book and article finding ser¬ 
vice. Free brochure. Write: MILITARY/INFO, PO Box 27640- 
SF, Golden Valley, MN 55427. (105)_ 

LATEST COMBAT & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, and 
weapons. Hard-to-get items at a fraction of the cost. Send $5 
for catalog, and receive a $5 coupon on the first order. G.I., PO 
Box 282, Caledonia, Ml 49316. (106)_ 

BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE. Cheap, simple, port- 
able. Free details. BUMPER. PO Box 22791 (ABM). Tampa. FL 
33622. (106) 


COJ\RGAT GLASSES 

fits under gas & scuba mask 
accepts prescription lenses 

Frame w/pretcriptfon 
Frame only: ■■pi lenaet: 

$24.95 ppd. ^ $49.95 ppd. 

1-100-2S5-1382, ExL 85 / 1710 S. HMde / WIcWll, KS 87211 


VrVjyiDi 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE lOT. $4 (refundable)! Ap- 
plications, instructions, wholesalers, supplies, sales tips! 
LOME'S, Box 998(FN). El Segundo, CA 90245. (107-1) 

LC-1 ALICE PACKS, US issue medium pack w/straps NEW 
$38, LC1 large pack with frame & straps NEW $70. A.H.A.. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA accepted! 
(106-2) 


SOG-CIA CARD. Famous "Get Out of Jalt Free" Vietnam spy 
ID. $2 (three for $5). LONE’S, Box 998(FJ). El Segundo. CA 
90245. (107-2)_ 

SECRET TAN— want a deep dark Island tan, without oily itchy 
creams & lotions? Try my secret method, and have a dark tan 
the natural way. Send $3 to: BOB TITTLE, PO Box 117, Ashvil- 
le, OH 43103. (106-1)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMO T-SHIRTS, world famous Brush pattern 
RARE $17. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (106-1) 


TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, military specification 
4-pocket jackets, 6-pocket pants as worn in ‘Nam $52 per suit. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA 
accepted! Tiger stripe berets $18. (106-7) 



HECKLER & KOCH _ 

Complete line of accessories—send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and availability to: 

BUDDY HINTON 

Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchville 
Houston, Texas 77080 
Call ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 


STATUE OF LIBERTY REPLICA. Official 100th anniversary 
limited edition. Beautiful 15" bronze, marble base. Collectors 
Item. $57.95. MIKE SHELTON, 1450 W. Magnolia, Phoenix, 
AZ 85007. QUICK DELIVERY. (106) 


CASH—PLUS RECOGNITION for your experiences dealing 
with the negative social impact of computers, technology and 
society. WRITE: UNIVERSITY FOR CHANGE. 1731 Howe 
Ave., No. 419, Sacramento, CA 95825, (106) 
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FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755. Dept. SFB6-H. Honolu- 
lu. HI 96806. (110) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York. NY 10150. {106)_ 


MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch¬ 
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos- 
ton, MA 02123. (108-lt) _ 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton. OH 43013. (105-lt)_ 


RANDALL KNIVES * * * CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate deliv> 
ery * * No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at 
ail times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with 
our lists. List prices are $2 for RANDALL, $3 for CUSTOM, or 
both for $4. We are honorary members of the Knifemakeris 
Guild and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. 
Address NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Dr., Sol- 
vang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. jWB) _ 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLLARS in RE¬ 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS. Suite 413. 1251 South Reynolds, Toledo. OH 
43615. (112) _ 

"EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE disposal designs on T-shirts, 
hats, buckles, mugs. Call (703) 451 -2546 or send $1 for cata¬ 
log to: SSP, PO Box 5017, Springfield, Virginia 22150.” (106) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR books unobtainable 
USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, SOUTH AFRICA, for free catalogue. (108) _ 

WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110) 



Specify The \' 
Shirt No. AndVJ^ 


J 

Size. S,M,L&XL. 
Send Payment To 


No. 

203 

Design Ent. Inc. 
P.O.Box 810 




Montpelier 
Vermont 05602 


Im 


US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock. 1940 to current, all 
branches. Large catalog $1. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, Ver- 
mlllon, OH 44089-0414. (105-lt) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamltos, CA 90720. (115) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON ViDEOCASSETTES 

See milifary history as it happened! World 
Vfar 1 through the Folklonds campaign. The 
other side of World Wor II: original German 
combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rore Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
ond contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. teta/VHS, also PAL Standord. Reasonable prices, fost service. Write 
or phorre for free illustroted catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, IHinofs 60629, Phone 312-436-8051. 



KARATE DEMONSTRATION SECRETS, bull the bully, break 
bricks with your bare hands, knock bottoms out of soda tx>ttles, 
tear phone books in half, break boards with ease, that others 
find hard. $3. SURVIVAL SAW AND BOOT KNIFE, make your 
own, 6 to 12 inches, saw bone or steel, will conceal, $3. BOB 
TITTLE, PO Box 117, Ashville, OH 43103. (106 2) _ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail¬ 
able. Catalog: $3. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 671, Hud¬ 
son, Quebec. (107-lt) 

DELCO SURVIVALISTS seeking serious minded persons to 
form a survival group. Write: RELICTUS, PO Box 194, Pros- 
pect Park, PA 19076. (106-SV) _ 

SOUTH AFRICAN and Rhodesian badges and medals 
bought, sold and traded. Send $5 for a list, refundable against 
1st order to: KAPLAN’S, PO Box 132, GERMISTON 1400, 
SOUTH AFRICA. (107) _ 

357 SEMIAUTO MARKING GUNS — 62 CAL. We sell 
wholesale all guns, paint pellets, single-shot 68 cal., 62 cal. 
Low, low prices. GANGBUSTER'S DEALERSHIPS AVAIL¬ 
ABLE WORLDWIDE. TRAINING. Call (513) 874^182. 4722- 
C Interstate Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45246. (106) 

AUSTRALIA WANTS YOUl I Immigrated, you can too! Book- 
let explains how. $10. DOWN UNDER, Box 2402, Mesquite, 
IX 75149. (106) 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl— Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-808,1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM B7112. (105) _ 

RAY’BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-908, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIESI A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shippirrg: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFfiMN’S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-308, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (105) _ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-508. 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque. NM 87112. (105) _ 

MIUTARY GOODS CATALOG— Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. 
A-208. 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 


VIET CONG 
HUNTING CLUB 

Original jacket patch sold and worn in 
Vietnam. Rare collectors item. Rush $3 jOO 
plus 50* postage and handling to; 

DIRECTLINE, Dept VC 
RO. Box 529 

Comstock Park, Ml 49321 


TIGER TRADING POST, military aixl camping supplies at low 
prices. Price list $1. PO Box 660756, Miami, FL 33266-0756. 

(106) _ 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
remailing and mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE information. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon. 
HONG KONG. (105-ck) _ 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS. bought/soldAraded. 
Cun^ent list $1: subscription $6. VERNON. Box 1387SF. N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110) _ 

EAST GERMAN “Ausweis” cards in Russian/German with red 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unkrwwn. $6. D. 
EWING, Box 993, Montpelier. VT 05602. (106) 
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INCOMING 


• POLISH WARRIOR IN AFGHANI¬ 
STAN — Lech Zondek hated the Soviets 
who occupied his homeland, so he took 
the war to the killing fields of Afghani¬ 
stan. Jake Border brings you the story of 
an idealist who put his life on the line for 
freedom — and who paid the ultimate 
price. 

• NYPD’S DECOY UNIT — Punks 
thinking about a snatch-and-grab for a 
couple of quick bucks had better think 
again. New York’s finest is fielding a 
few good men and women who are just 
waiting to ruin some lowlife’s day. 

• SAILORS OF FORTUNE — SOF 
takes a close look at how such famous — 
and infamous — African mercenaries as 
“Black Jack” Schramme, Mike Hoare, 
Rolf Steiner and Bob Denard used the 
continent’s waterways to hit and run — 
and sometimes stay. 

• TAURUS’ SNUBNOSED .38S — 
Looking for a small package with a big 
bang? SOF’s Technical Editor Peter 
Kokalis examines the new Taurus M85 
series of 2- and 3-inch-barrel .38 Spe- 
dals, and gives a thumbs-up to these 
compact concealables. 

• SNIPING WITH H&K — Sniping 
rifles have traditionally been of the bolt- 
action variety, and Heckler & Koch’s 
new BASR — Bolt-Action Sniper Rifle 
— stays in the mold. But does it fill the 
needs of the modern-day sniper? Check 
out next month’s SOF for the answer. 

• EL SALVADOR’S NAVAL INFAN¬ 
TRY — SOF’s Central American cor¬ 
respondent Steve Salisbury heads into 
the coastal swamplands of Usulutan 
Province with the hard-hitting Battalion 
of Naval Infantrymen. Their mission? 
Find the Gs. Are they successful? You 
bet. Only SOF takes you behind the lines 
in Central America. 

• SOF EXCLUSIVE: SOVIET PKPE-1 
IN AFGHANISTAN — SOF’s Soviet 
Analyst David Isby brings you the first 
word on the Russians’ spring-delivered 
multiple grenade launching system. 
SOF continues its tradition of providing 
exclusive weapons intel from the war in 
Afghanistan. 

• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE—We give 
you the bottom line on new weapons, 
unit T&Es, intelligence updates, and on- 
the-spot reporting from battlefields 
around the world. We’ve been your 
source for 10 years. Stay with us. ^ 
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The adventure you’re looking for is in these books. Mack Bolan. SOBs. 

Vietnam; Ground Zero. Phoenix Force. Able Team. Front line action for America’s heroes. 
Pick one up. Then just try and put it down. 


^GOLDEAGU* 
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Follow the action and adventure ... YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED. 
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In a survival situadon, 
there’s no time to worry i 
about how a weapon will 
perform. Tliat’s w^hy Elite . 
American and European 
special operations forces 
rely on firearms inade byi 
Heckler & Koch. 

The HK 94 Semi- 
Automatic Carbine is 
a direct offspring of 
Heckler K<.kJi’'s renowTied. 
family of MP5 Siibniacbipe' 
Guns. Designed and built 
with only one tiling in 
mind: unconipioniising 
performance. Rugged. 
Reliable. Rifle-likc accuracy 
to 100 meters. Tlie delayed 
roller-lock bolt system 
reduces recoil to keep die 
weapon on target, ^d 
HK’s revolutionary soop^ 
mounting sj’stcin guarantees^ 
tliat you’re still zeroed- * 
in every time you mount 
your scope. 

Compare the HK 94 to ; 
the UZI or any otlier seiM- 
aiitomatic carbine on thd 
market. You’ll appreciate 
the difference betw^een 
carrying an ordinary^^eap- 
on, and owning the most 
LUiconiproniising 
the world. 


ann in 


When^jour life is on the line, 
vou leave liothine to chance 


For our 40 pago coIq j 
calalog send $3.00 to: 
Heckler&Knch Inc. 
14601 Lee Road 
CharHlily, VA'220;Ji 
(7D3)631-2£W 


' InawCH:ldofcompiomise,somemendorit, 

H&K firearms are designedito be as safe as possible at all times. But the safe handling! and responsible use of a firearm is your 
responsibility. Read the owner’s manual carefully before using your gun. Keep all firearnipin a safe place at all times. And ccfisult , 

your local police department for information on fir^rms instruction and gun ownership fc your area. ^ • 



